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PREFACE

¥

This.is a oreative product, not a thesis of the usual
type. It is a story within a story. Jimmy and Cindy,
cousins, were eager for school to start for they were
anxiously looking forward to being fourth graders. The lasgt
few years that grade had made a trip to Vincennes in Ootobér!
As the days passed it didn't seem that plans were leading |
toward Vincennes. However, through true stories and legends
relatéd by their teacher, grandmother and others they beocame
enthused about the history of their 6wn town,

The climex is reached when the planned school excursion
became a reality.

It is hoped this story telling of the growth and de-
velopment of a typical mid-western town from a western
frontier river village will help school children have a keener
appreoiaﬁion and better understanding of the early éettlers
who carved from the forests and‘prairies of the Northwest
Territory the county of Vigo and the mid-western town of
Terre Haute, Indiana.

A fow institutlons and seveial individuals}have given
assistance and encouragement in the writing of this story.

I am espeolally indebted to the Indiana State Teachers College
Library; the librarians of Eméline Fairbanks Library; the
Vigo County Historical Society; Miss Juliet Peddle, editor of

"Leaves of Thyme"; Mises Muyrel Blaikie, principal of Deming




v
School; Miss Alice Féﬁyer, director of elementary inStructiqn,
Terre Haute schools; Mr. Charles C. Hearn, bookmobile libraf-
lan; Mr, Fred Carter, authority on horse racing history; Mr.
Tom Larrison, owner of the Markle house; Mr. Harry D. White,
my father; Mrs., Gertrude Welsh Meng, my aunt; Mrs, Natalie
Smith, owner of the Preston house; Miss Blanche Richardson,
social studies teacher, Deming Sohool; Dr. Waldo Mitchell,
exeoutive secretary of the Vigo County Historical Society;

- Mr. John G, Biel, attorney and historian; Miss Mary South to

whom Paul Dresser dedicated "On the Banks of the Wabash"; and
Mr. Richard C. Tuttle, Terre Haute Chamber of Commerce.

I am very grateful for the suggestions and comments
glven me by my thesis committee, Dr. Ruth Runke, Dr., Lloyd
Smith, and Dr. Donald Soheick, chairman; and Dr. Elmer J,

Clark, director of graduate studies,

Anna Jane Libbert




PART ONE

School
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It'was early Séptemberz In a few‘days school would
be starting.

There were several reasons why Cindy and Jimmy, nine
year old cousins, were anxious to start the fourth grade,
The swimming pool was closed because of a polio scare, several
close friends were still away on vacation, the bookmobile
would not be back on their corner until next summer, ande-

"Well, there's just nothing to do!" whined impatient

- Jimmy, who had been Just as anxious last June for vaocation

to begln as he was now for it to end.

Cindy said, "Jimmy, don't you think it will be fun to
eat lunch with Grandma Risher durlng school days? She knows
80 meny true stories, Since our mothers will be working, it
will be so lonesome to eat a cold lunch at home by ourselves."

"Aw, I'd rather get some pop and a hot dog at the 'Dog
*n Suds' and listen to the juke box," replied Jimmy.

"That would soon get old. Remember how those high
8chool kids shoved us around and called us 'short stuff' when
we went there the time our moms went to see about their jobs?
That's not for mei" exploded Cindy. |

Another reason they were looking forward to school was
that for the last two years the fourth graders could talk only
about their trip to Vincennes, They talked about a subjeot

called Sooial Studies and even sald they hed a separate book

11 It seemed that‘those fourth

for it ocalled Living in Indiana.
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graders élways grabbed all the books the bookmobile brbughq
about pioneers and Indians. After all, third graders ocould
read some of those interesting looking books. Cindy and some
of the other children who had learned to read for themselves
were getting a little tired of so many books with large print
and pretty colored plotures. They wanted to read more about
some of the famous people their teaéhers had mentioned as
well as to know something about those wonderful maps they had
seen pulled down in the fourth grade room as they were going
out for recess.

Sharon had told Cindy, "The teacher pulls down the maps
and lets you find the places the news commentator mentions on
his news telscast or places that are told about on the T. V.
shows. There is a key for every map."

"Where does the teacher keep the key?" asked Cindy.

Shéron only laughed and sald, "You'll find out when you
get in the fourth grade--that is a secret."

Jimmy hadn't seen Splke since July. Spike's dad had a
cabin on the Wabash up near the new Allls-Chalmers plant, and
since his dad was working there now the family had decided to
spend the summer at the oabin. 8Spike had invited Jimmy out
the week-~end of the Fourth of July. Jimmy returned bubbling
over with excitement, Spike and he had spent many hours ex-

ploring and digging in some sandy hills which Mr. Riochards

had oalled mounds, He told them, "Boys, & great many years
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ago mound‘builders maae these mounds,' Years later Indians
lived around here and stlll later white men came here to
settle Vigo County."

At last the first day of school came, Ths day dawned
bright and c¢lear, ZFProm every direction came children in their
perky, orisp new school ¢lothes. Some hurried along greeting
0ld friends, and some hesitated, dreéding meeting new people.

Mothers with kindergarteners and first graders, some sobbing,

. some laughling, sat out their turns in the halls., The book

fees and lists were given out and school was dismlssed until
the next day.

Jinmy, Spike, Cindy and Oindy's best friend, Janst,
were all assigned to Miss White's room along with twenty-
eight»other boys and girlse.

On the way home Janet said, "I amn sure glad we got in
Miss White's room, She has taken the fourth grade to Vincénnes
every year she's been at our school."

"Oh, Janet!" Cindy exclaimed, "I can hardly wait! Did
you hear her say we could choose our own seats tomorrow? I'm
Juat going to love herl”

"Yes, but Cindy, we are golng to have to be careful
about talking to each other during study time if we choose to
81t next to each other," cautioned Janet.

"See you in the morning," called the girls to eaoh

other as they separated at the corner to go in opposite
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direstions to their hones.

The next day after everyone was seated, books were
ohecked, fees were turned in, and a few had shared their
vacations, Miss White asked, "Are there any questions you
would like to ask?"

Immediately about twenty hands went up all over the
room. Miss White called on John, -

"When are we golng to Vincennes?" burst out Johnny

- eagerly..

"Vincennes?" questioned Miss White,

"The Fourth Grade always goes to Vincennes every
October!™ cried out several together.

"What would you want to see if you went to Vincennes?"
inquired Miss White of Johnny after quieting those talking
out of turn.

"0h, I don't know, It would be fun to ride down there
on a bus, take your lunch and buy soms souvenirs," replied
Johnny a little dsjectedly.

‘"Let's make a list of what you would want to see," ‘
oontinued Miss White as she went to the board with a piece of
chalk in her hand,

Silence came over the room as the children tried to

think of some place or thing they would like to see there.

Finally Toumy said, "I would like to see the Wabash
River.v .
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"I heard there used to be e fort there. I'd llke to
gee where 1t was," quickly added Xenneth.

"Billy sald you could see the blood from an Indian on
the floor of one of the houses and a hole in the shutter wliere
an Indlan shot at someone in another house,'" Bobby sald ex-
citedly.

"Mary told me there was a~queér echo in some kind of a
monument near the river," said 3ally., "Miss White, do you
really g0 in a monument? I thought they were tombstones like
you see on Boot Hill in 'Gunsmoke'." (She was referring to a
popular western television show,)

"Now 3ally, please, just one idees and question at a
time," broke In Miss White. "We will try to answer that
question when we study about the George Rogers Clark Memorial.,"

*T heard that there were all kinds of secret passages
in a house down there,” declared Bobby efter Miss White
thought she had the room calmed down on "hearsay".

However, after much discussion Miss White helped the
ohildren see they needed to find out more than just hearsay.
They would need to read about the important places, become
famlllar with the names of the people and places they were to
see, and make plans for such a trip.

In a few days the Fourth Grade had settled down to the

Pleasant study of Sooial Studies the first thing after lunch.
The textbook, Living ;g‘;gggggglll was divided into two parts,
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living»loﬁg ago and living tbday.

How a western frontler river village had become =
thriving typical mid-western town was soon to be revealed
and pleced together by this fourth grade class through the
teacher's knowledge, thrbugh the stories brought in from

various people, and through books read by the children.
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"PART TWO

Getting Started
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INDIAKA BICOMTS A STATE

The first few chapters of the textbook were hard to

‘understand for there wers s0 many new words to learn. Miss

e R A M S e L

White called them soclal studies ooncepts. She explained
that words used in one sentenée might have a different meaning
in another sentence so most of the fourth graders started |
| using another wonderful new book, the dictionaery. Sometimes
j it caused a fellow to get off the track for 1t was intersesting
; | too.

"These concepts are like the foundation stones in a
building," said Miss White. "After we get our foundation
Jalid the framework will gb up faster and we will come up out
of the deep, dark hole we are in now,"

Even though it was slow and hard, there were funny

things that happened llke the day Kenny read about an

";g'land"} Almost everyone knew the word was lsland for they

remenbered about the island'in the story of Robinson Crusoe.

Kenny laughed with the others for he kiew sooner or later he

5 R S S T R e e

oould_laush at & mispronunciation for they happened quite

often. He was one of several children who had already learned

i R A

that people were not always laughing at you, when they laughed,
but were laughing at something that was said.

| By this time the meps were being used. The children
learned the top of the mep was north, the bottom south, the
right side easf and the left slde west, The United States
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as it is ﬁoday was looated on the Noréh Ameriocan oontinent.’
The other continents, oceans, large islands, rivers, and lakes
were located and the names were learned. Outline meps were
fun to rill in end color. ~

As Janet and Cindy were going home‘one day Cindy sud~-
denly started laughing.

"What is so funny, Oindy?"'asked Janet.

"Oh, I never told you all Sharon said about maps before

- school started. When she told me every nap had a key I asked

her'where the teacher kept the key. Sharon only laughed and
sald that was a secret. Well, we found out the seoret today,
dildn't we?t" |

"I didn't quite understand though, at first," went on
Janet, "when'Miss White firast said sdmething about the legend
of the map. I thought she meant a sort of fairy story like
the Indians told, but then after she explained how those |
things‘printed in the corner of the map unlocked the mysteries
I began to know what a key or legend meant." x

So it went, day after day: New ideas and meanings kept
interest alive in the class., One day Miss White wrote a large
numbe; on the board--almost as tall as the board--1816.

"Boys and girls," stated Miss White,‘"this is one date

I want you alwayé to remember. See if you oén find out why

this datevia 80 important.”
After reading about Lasalle, the Indians, the British,
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the French, and the Ameriocans under Géorge Rogers Glark‘and'
the many tlmes Vincennes changed flags; the children began to
be quite confused., The Revolutionary War was confused with
the war daddy was In and the war in which grandpa fought.

Try as she would Miss White was about ready to give up herself
on wars when Splke saved the day.
"3ay, I think I'm getting olose to why 1816 is impor=

tant,” joyously announced Spike one Mondey afternoon. "I went

-with the folks to a family dinner at the Elks Fort Harrison

Club Saturday evening. There's a big stone out in the yard
and on the stone there were some words on a metal sign whioh
Dad called a placque. I copled them on these old golf scors
cards." Spike read the following:

1812 FORT HARRISON 1912

This stone marks the site and commemorates
: the one hundredth anniversary
of the heroic defense of Fort Harrison
by & small body of United States soldiers
assisted by the settlers, against the Indians.
September 4, 1812,
The fort was bullt by
‘WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON
and at the time of the attack was commanded by
: ZACHARY TAYLOR ~
both of whom afterwards became presidents of
the United States

"Ybs, but Spike, that date 1s 1812 instead of 1816 "
argued Tlmmy
"At least we know thera was a fort there then," retorted

Spiké. “I'm going to £ind out more about EA T
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This was just %he spark that wﬁs needed to set the '
class on fire to start searching for information. The class
began to come out of the dull situation as various ones be~-
gan to bring in interssting items concerning the fort.

"Oh, Milss White,"‘cindy excltedly exclaimed the next
morning., "After school yesterday I Jjust had to go by Grandma
Risher's to tell her about what Spiké sald about the big

stone at the Elks Club, 3he said she had a two volume set

. of books written by a Mr., C. C, Oakey, entitled Greater Terre

Haute and Vigo COunty;h and she would see what he had to say

about old Fort Harrison. She 1s going to tell Jimmy and me
at noon whille we eat our lunch. Oh, I can hardly wait for
Grandma tells storlies so well. You see her grandfather was
a cirocuit-riding preacher--a preacher who rode around on a
horse in the days of the early settlers. He told her so many
stories when she was a little girl; I guess 1t is Just natﬁral
for her to tell us stories,"

That afternoon Splke was allowed to speak first.,

"Ybu know I said I was going to find out more about
old Fort Harrison., Well, I found out that in September, 1811;
the year before the battle Clndy and Jimmy are golng to tell
you about, William Henry Harrison, who was then the Governor
of Indiana Territory, but tronps to building a fort at the
apot where tﬁe Elks Country Club house standé today. It was

finished October 28, and was named Fort Harrison in his honor.
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The next &ear Zacharj Taylor was put in Eharge of the fort.)
Later William Henry Harrison became the ninth president and
Zachary Taylor the twelfth president of the United States,mbl

Cindy and Jimmy then shared the following story. Jimmy

started the story by saying, "Mr. Oakey wrote that the battle
at Ft. Harrison on September 4, 1812, marked the first impor-
tant event that began the history of Terre Haute and Vigo

county. He told that four guns were heard late the evening

- of September 3, and two young men, who were meking hay, failed

to return. The next day a small searching party found each
had been shot down, soalped and mutilated in a horrible man-
ner. - Later that day Lenar, an old chief, and thirty or Torty
Indians-~mostly ohiefs from the Prophet's party--approached
carrying a white flag. One who could speak good English told
Captein Taylor that Lenar wished to speak with him in a
friendly manner on the following morning and try to obtain
some pfovisionse Ceptain Teylor, himself a very sick man,
doubted the Indian. Due to illness there were only fifteen
men sable fo fight. Around eleven o'clook that night the
Indians set fire to the fort. Captain Taylor kept his head,
He ordered water to be brought and placed a few men on the
ro0f of the barraqks, with orders to tear off the part join-
ing the burning house,'while the rest poured a heavy fire
upon the-indians-rrqm the block house and baétions.ﬂlh

Here Cindy broke in to tell that from The Wabash Yalley
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Remembers she read, wihe water in the ﬁell, the only water
they ocould get to, which was being drawn up by a buoket, was
about to fail., Julia Lambert then asked to be lowered into
the well. She filled the buckets by means of a gourd and
helped to save the fort.m:’

Jimmy continued., "The Indians fought desperately un-
til six o'oclock the next morning with both a heavy fire of
balls and showers of barbed arrows, Beforse finally retreat-
ing the Indlens drove all the horses and hogs together and
shot them, They drove off with them all the cattle belonging
to the fort. They thought there were seventy or more head
of cattle, This was a great lossg for thelr fopd supply was
now gone. With the horses gone their means of transportation
was also gone, Afterwards it was found there were several
hundréd Indians attacking."l4

"We wsre s0 excited about the battle,” chimed in ciﬁdy,
"we almost forgot something really important. At the end of

the story about Ft,. Harrison in The Wabash Valley Remsmbers

we found these statements. I copied them so I wouldn't for-
get anything so importanti®

Fort Harrison played an important part in winning
the victory for the white settlers and for c¢ivilize-
tion. Had the red men won and had Ft. Harrison falled
in the purpose for which 1t was established, it 1is un-
likely that the besautiful oity of Terre Haute would
have been founded on the Terre Haute Prairie in 1816--
thgty:arlgr the admission of Indlana into the Unlon as
a State,.t-

Cindy's eyes sparkled and a faint blush flushed her
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face as she rushed on to say, "I guess Jimmy and I hit the
Jackpot in that story for we found two reasons for the im-

{ portance of 1816--Indiana became a state and Terre Haute was

founded, -
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TERRE HAUTE IS FOUNDED

¥

The ohildren wers becoming very interested in the be-
ginnings of Terre Haute. Miss White encouraged thém to flnd
answets to their many questions.

One of the foremost questions was, "What were the
names of the Indian tribes around Ft. Harrison?®

Jimmy saild as he copied on the board from a list in
his hand, "I found in Grandma's book some men were glven
trader's licenses to trade with the Miamis, Delawares,
Pottawotomies, Shawnees and Xickapoos. The Weas were mene
tioned often, too."lh

Saily was especlally interested in why her town was
named Terre Haute., In a book her father had received from

the Tndiana Historical Bureau entitled Readings in Indiana

History she found that this locality (speaking of Terre Haute)
was always'oalled Terre Haute by the French, and the English,
by an enlarged translation, called it "Highlénds of the
X"Fa‘nash".'?-2

- From another book sally read:

The word 'Terre Haute' derived from the Trench
‘terre' land, and 'haute’ high, signifies high land.
This name was bestowed by early explorers not so much
on account of 1ts elevation as from the faet that this
1s the only high ground approaching the river for
several miles:. Bsautifully situated on the east bank
of the Wabash River in Vigo County, it spreads out on
a high ligel plateau about £ifty feet above the river
‘surface.“”. - :

Sally had also been to see Grandma Rishaer's hook by
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Mr, Oakey énd she read the following repoft she had copled

from the book:

From John Tipton's journal of the Tippecanoe cam=-
paign., Thursday 3d (Oct) marched at 9--four of our
horses missing--three men left to hunt them-~marched
one mile-~-came to tare holt (Terre Haute) an old
Indian village on the east side of Wabash on high
land near a large prairie--~Peach and apple trees
growing-=the huts torn down by the army that camped
here on the 2d~~two mlles further came up with the
army--horses found, Camped on t}g river on beautiful
high ground to build a garrison.

Sally remarked, "I think this part of my report should
be filed with Jimmy's on Fort Harrison, as I found by reading
further that this referred to Fort Harrison. I thought the
way Mr, Tipton spelled Terre Haute looked funny," smiled
Sally as she wrote on the board "tare holt", the way he had
spelled it.

VWhen Dean spoke up and said, "That looks ahbout 1like
ny spelling," the children laughed for Dean was known for
his poor spelling.

To the question "Why was Terrs Haute located where 1t
1s today instead of at the Fort?" Larry found the answer,

Larry too, had been to Grandma Risher's to see "the
book™ as the children wers beginning to call Mr. Oakey's two
volumes., Larry based this report on what he had read:' "A
MrQ David Thomas, in July, 1816, told of three settlaments.
One Waé four miles south of the fort, the sscond, two miles
nearaer the fort‘where theré wag a "very oonsiderable encamp=-

ment" and third, from this point along the road to the fort




| 18,
were numefous cabins.: All three placés wanted to be the '
center of settlement and population. It is thought that thé
Terre Haute Company, who located the original town where it
is today, took into account the bends of the river at Fort
Harrison and the proposed site four mlles south, and decided
upon the middle ground hecause at thls point the river runs
nearly straight. Another reason migﬁt have been hecause the
fort was ocontrolled by the federal government and could not
- be used as a town slte as long as the garrison remained."”

"The first plat of the %own," Larry coatinued raadiﬁg,
"was recorded October 25, 1816, in the recorder's office of
Knox County, Indiana {Territory]. Vigo county was later
formed from & part of Knox County. The original town was
bounded north by Zagle Street; east by Fifth Street; south
by Swén‘street and west by Water Street."lh

Larry held up a small map which Mlss Juliet Peddle,‘a
local afohiteot, had given Miss White. The map was a copy
of a large map of early Terre Haute, Because it was small
and rather difficult to understand Miss White showed it through
the opaque projector and used the key to point out the plaoesA
of interest., The map proved Larry's report of the street
boundaries of the original town, It helped them to see how

smell the town was planned to be in comparison to how large

it is today, when Miss White projected a present day map on

the soreen with the original town heavily outlined on it.




o Site ofF Fr/iserisos " EEY TO IAP OF EARLY TERRE HAUTE
azouT DMy

. ' w=esORIGINAL PLAT OF CITY (1816-1832)
N 1 COURT HOUSE AND BELL
: First court housc built (1818-1822)
Prosent court house built (1884-1887)
Bell placed in position in 1887 was the gift of
Colonel Vigo who diod in 1836,
STATE BANK OF INDIANA (1834-1857)
Building erected in 1836 or 1837
Occupicd by G A R since 1910
BIRTH PLACE OF PAUL DRESSER (1857-1908)
Author of "On the Banks of thc Wobash"
DAVID LINTON HOUSE, 521 OHIO STREET s
Built in 1830. Originally in the center of block
bounded by Ohio, W alnut, Fifth, Sixth Streets
lioved to present site and used for business
purposes since 1879, Housed the first piano in
the city 1832
HOIE OF EUGENE V DEBS (1855-1926) 451-8th Street
FREIGHT HOUSE (1853) of Terre Haute and Richmond
Railroad the first in the city
The trains ran thru the building.
FRESTON HOUSE Poplar and 13% Streets
Built in 1833 by lajor Deweess Owncd and
occupied by the Preston fomily since 1840
- WABASH AND ERIE CANAL .
Completed to Terre Haute in 1849, to Evansville
1852. First boat renched the city in June 1850.
NATIONLL ROAD
Government construction made in Vigo County in
1834, Followed a state road opened in 1821
10 ARMY ROAD Followed by Genernl Harrison in 1811
11 BONO ROAD opened on August 22, 1837
12 BLOOIINGTON ROAD 13 LA FAYETTE ROAD
14 FORT HARRISON built by General W.H. Harrison in
1811. Battle occurred there Septs 4, 1812
Coptain Zackary Taylor was in-charge
15 OLD FERRY (1818) and FIRST BRIDGE (1846) Chio St.
16 ST MARY'S OF THE WOOD3 opened in 1840
17 Site of Prairie House (1838) Now Terre Haute House .

omi,

\7a ST MaRy OF THE
WogDS - ABoUT

o~

e,
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The fourth.graders viere growing in their ébility to read maps.

Ruth asked, "Where had the early settlers lived before
they oame here?"

Ruth had her answer by the next day for it was getting
to be a hablt for someone to g0 by Grandma Risher's on the
way home to see "the book". Mlss White was afrald Mrs. Risher
would get tired of so many different bhildren coming so she
had telephoned her one evening to talk with her about the
‘situation., Mrs. Risher assured her that she was enjoying the
children--well, in fact she was "reliving" her Indiana hist&ry
and looked forward to their after school visits. She also
said she had turned her lonely hours into raplidly passing
days as she searched for stories to tell the chlldren,

This question of Ruth's required quite a bit of reading.
Grandma helped her write her rsport., Ruth read, "For many
years people thought that the French of Vincennes had someQ
thing to do with the settlement of Terre Haute or were among
the pioneers and ancestral stock of Vigo Countj. However,
acoording to Mr. Oakey, & Mr. Volney wrote a book on the United
States and he showed that the 0ld French of Vincennes oannot

L4 Mr.

be numbered among the orlginal stock of this county.
Oakey studied records of the first settlers and found over
half of them came frcm the Middls and New England states and

Ohio. Only about one fifth came from the south. Many ooming

from the south had lived in these other places first.nih.
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Richard came to school one day vefy hilarious and eX=~ .
oited. His Uncle Pete had given him a dollar to clean out
hig attic and carry down some rubbish., To his amazement he
had found in an 0ld trunk a two-volume set of books by a Mr.
Oakey. He was anxlous to see if they were exactly like Mrs,
Risher's books. (He was one that had not been to her house,)
His good news was that Uncle Pete said he could keep them at
school for the class t0 use as long as they would take good
-care of themn,

The children hsld their breath and orossed their fingers
while Cindy and Jimmy, almost reverently, ocarefully examined
the books. When they first looked at the books doubt seemed
to be written on their faces for these books were so new
looking. They were not worn looking and as thlck as Grandma's:
much~read volumes. Then %00, they were a different color.
However, when Jimmy turned to page twelve and saw the piocture
of Fcrtyﬂarrison and to page fifteen and scanned that page,-
he recognized the story as being the same from which he had
written hls report.lh

Jimmy's eyes beamed as he oried out, "Oh boy! Richard
you have found a treasure! These books are like Grandma's:
except for the covers." (Miss White explained how books grow
thioker with use for the bindings become looser.)

The ochildren started»olapping thelr hands and orowding
around the happy boys., Miss White didn't seem to mind for
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she too waé.happy to héve the copies in'the room,

Thoughtful Janet spoke up and said, "Just hecause we
have a set of Mr. Oakey's books I don't think we should stop
going by Cindy's Grendma Risher's house for I know how nuch
she looks forward to helping us and letting us see her books,
I think 1t would be nice to write her thank you letters
telling her about Richard’s 'find' and telling her she can
still help us. We just will not have to copy so much at her
house."

"That is a splendid ldea, Janet," replied Miss White;
"Suppose we do that tomorrow morning.”

From then on there sesmed to be a race to see who could
find something unusual about their town. The group decided
to work in committees on topics. The next norning when they
consulted thelr language book concerning the writing of their
thank you letters, they discovered there was a whole unit oﬁ

proper wﬁys to meke and glve reports. This unit was Just

 what they needed!
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VIGO COUNTY IS ORGANIZED

Billy and John had declded to find what they ocould
about Vigo County. From the book Richard had brought John
read:

Vigo County was organized by act of the legislaturé

at Corydon, on January 21, 1818, its northern line be-

ing the Indian boundary line (now in Parke County), %o
be known on and after February 15, 1818, as Vigo Coun~

ty.
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Under this act the eommittee.seleofﬁd the town of
Terre Haute as the county seat, . . .

Jdohn found that the ocounty commissioners who were
chosen had‘to lay out the county, establish roads and bridges,
locate dams and mills, direot elections, care for the poor,
and promote eduoation.lh

"There has always been much argument ooncerningVFranois
Vigo," Billy announced as he started giving his report, "Tﬁo

of the afgumenbs are whether he was an Itallan or a Spaniard

and how to pronounce his name."

"In this book my Aunt Crace gave me," continued Billy,
"it seys,"

Franocls Vigo was a Spaniard by birth., When he was
just a youth he Jjoined a Spanish regiment, with whioh
he sailed for Havana and afterward for New Orleans.
There he left the army and Joined a company of traders
whose headquarters were at St. Louls. In his travels
through the Illinois country he met Colonel Clark, and
being in sympgthy with the American cause, he offered
his services.

Now it was John's turn again. He found in Mr, Oakey'slh
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book about the same that Billy had read except it sald he was
born in the island of Sardinia, at that time a possession of
Spain, and that was why he was called "The Spanish Merchant".

"Miss White," sald John, as he turned toward her, "has
somethlng on why some think Franols Vigo was an Itallan and
how to pronounce his name.,"

"Boys and girls, do you remembér the early map we saw
through the opaque projector?"

"Oh, yesi"™ the children oried in unison. _

"Miss Jullet Peddle who made the map from an old, large
original map does a lot of historical research. She edits
this little paper, the 'Leaves of Thyme', for the Vigo County.
Historiocal Society. In this issue," continued Miss White as
she held up the copy, "Miss Peddle wrote that Franois Vigo
was born in Mondovi in northern Italy, December 3, 1747, and
was therefore an Italian. Later, in this country he was
assooiaﬁed with a Spanish trader in St. Louls and became known
as a Spanish merchant even though he was born in Italy."“g

"On one of the visits to the George Rogers Clark Mamorigl
at Vincennes," went on Miss White, "one of the ourators gave
us a very interesting talk, (A curator is the one in oharge
of an art gallery, library, museum or memorial.) He very
emphatloally stated that Francis Vigo was an Italian. For
proof he pointed ouf the beautiful Itallan marble 1nside the
Memorial which tﬁe government of Itely had sent to honor Vigo
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when the Memorial waa'built. So you see,'there is mudh'conn'
troversy or argument as John calls 1it, over whether Vigo was
an Italian or a Spaniard.”

"Now let's see what Miss Peddle writes about how to
pronounce Vigo," said Miss White as she turned to another
page in the little publication.

"Here 1t 1s." Miss White.read}

On the *Tonight in Indiana' program from Bloomington

they have been pronouneing . . . our name 'Vi-go' and
the Secretary of our Soclety was instructed to write
the announcer and tell him that the correct pronouncia~
tion [slc¢] was 'Vee-go'! and we would be happy to have
it so pronounced, The MC seemed not to take it very
seriously over the air, but did bring up their sound
truck to Terre Hauhs and interview [sic¢] people at ran-
dom on the street. .

Because there were some percentages or fractions the
children would not understand, Miss Whilte Jjust told them about
the rest of the article. It seemed that the reporter found
more people pronouncing the name."vi—go" rather than "Vee-go™
80 he thought that was & good enough reason to call it "Vi-gon
and let 1t go at that. Later one of the Terre Haute teachers
wrote him and expleined that "Vee-go" is correct. She sug-
gested that all teaohers try to get their pupils to pronounce
the name of their county, "Vee-go™,

"Boys and girls," explained Miss White, "that 1s the
reason I have always tried to teach you to saey 'Vee~go'., We
have learned that there are exceptions to phonies rules, es-

peoclally the pronunciation of names, and this is one of the
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exceptions; I remember when I was a littie girl a lot of
people called our county 'Vee~go'. My grandfather always
sald 'Terry Hut' too,"

At this all of the b9y3~and girls laughed., It sounded
so gtrange to them, |

"I believe John and Billy have 5 little more to say
about Franois Vigo," said Miss White as she turned to the
boys again. |

Billy closed the book he had been holding and said,
"Farther on in this book it tells that our country did not
honor, while they wers still living, three men who played a
great part in saving our land from our enemies, Those men
¥ were George Rogers Clark, Father Gibault, and Francis Vigo,
All of them loaned the United States and Virginia many thou-
sands of dollars believing that they would be repaid, but they
were disappointed in their expsctations.** I am glad that our

people honored. two of them in naming our county, Vigo snd in

naming the boy's home, south of town, the Gibault Home. Both
men died very poor. However, Francis Vigo knew our county

was named for him so he bequeathed to us in his will $500.00

for a bell to hang in our court house tower. The United Sﬁates,
didn't repay Vigo's loan until 4O years after his death, His
heirs honored his bequest. The bell hangs in the courthouse
tower now and is called '0ld Vigc'.26 I also found that the

norner-stané»or the present Vigo County Courthouse was laid

R
Ty
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5 I think we

with most imposing cergmonies August 25, 1884.1
; should put in our file that the courthouse and the monuments
% in the yard were cleaned on the outside in 1957. At least
( for a few months they looked like new."
| Billy turned to John and said, "John, didn't you have
something more to say?"
"Yes, Bllly," replied John.,‘"The part I liked about

Pranois Vigo was the reason he gave for winning the confidence

and respect of the Indians, Mr, Osekey sald that when Vigo '
was asked about how he was able to deal with the Indians so-
well, he replled, 'Because I never decelve an Indian'.lh
That would be & good lesson for all of us in dealing with
anyone, I think."

"That's right, John," commented lMiss White. "Both of
you have done a splendid job of reporting on the subjeot of

our county. Would anyone like to add anythlng to what has

been~said?"

Up until now Randy had never taken a part in any of
the discussions., Miss White smiled encouragingly at him as
he timidly raised his hand, and said, "Yes, Randy.™

Randy quietly sald, "It doesn't seem to matter much
whether Francis Vigo was a Spaniard or an Italian or whether
we pronounce his name 'VI-go' or 'Vee-go'., The important
thing i1s that our ancestors honored him by naming our county

for him because he helped the Ameriscens gain and keep the
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Northwest Territory fo? the United Stayes;"

The ohildren clépped their hands fér they were doubly!
proud of Randy. He had taken a part and he had said so well
what many of them were thinking.

Carolyn saild her daddy reasd in an old history that Vigo
County inecluded, until January 10, 1819, part of what is now
Clay County, the southwest part of Parke County, and nearly
all of the south half of what 1s now Vbrmillion County.h

Carolyn's daddy also read this, "After the Indian attack

on Ft. Harrison in 1812, there were not, it is supposed, three
hundred people all told in what 1s now Vigo County."*
Together Carolyn and her father wrote this report,

Joseph Liston not only plowed the first furrow, but
built the first cabin in Vigo County. It was floored
and roofed with white walnut bark. An ax, knife, toma-
hawk or hatchet were his chief tools. His entire house-
hold goods were a kettle, two cups, two stools. The
bedding was ohiefly the clothes the family wore during
the day. . . + After Ft. Harrison was buillt he would
often, when danger approached, take all to ite o . «

Mrs, Elizabeth Moore, long & resident of Pisesrson
Township, a sister of Joseph Liston, was the first
white female settler in Vigo county.“

Vigo County pOpulationzlh

1830 1840 ' 1850

5,737 12,076 15,289




PART THREE

Development




30
PLANS TO SEE HOW TERRE HAUTE AND VIGO COUNTY DEVELOPED

¥

After the children had their guestions answered concern-
ing Indiana becoming a state, Terre Haute being founded, and
Vigo County being organized they turned their attention to the
developmént of their town, |

| David, up until then had not taken much interest in
social gtudies. The group was quite surprlised when David
suggested, "Why don't we make some categories and find out
things about each one?"

From television and practice in classifying various
things the children were femiliar with the term ocategories.

.Miés White asked, "What categories would you suggest,
David?"

"Oh," responded David, "we could have one on their
homes, one on their occupations or what they 4id to make a
living, and another one on their transportation,”

Others added to the list, how they dressed, their
schools, their churches, and what they did for recréation.

| - "I don't think they had any reoreation for they‘surely
didn*t have any spare time," spoke up Spike. "It seéms to me
that all they did was work hard, g0 to bed early. get up
early and work again,"

Mias White then said, as she wrote the suggestions on
the board, "Perhaps exploring theae categories will help us
to know whether they had any spare time for reoreation, Spike.
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Barbara, another newly interestéﬁ girl, saia, "I think
we should have a list of famous people. Ny daddy's Great |
Aunt Mary knows a lot about Paul Dresser."

*"That's a fine suggegtion, Barbara,™ replied Miss White,
as she added the new suggéstion to the list on the board,

"How about Terre Héute's belng a great sports center?™
chimed in Bobby. "My daddy's Great Uﬁole Mordecai was the
three~-fingered flinger for the Chicago Cubs, Daddy knows
about some other famous baseball players and a lot about the
horse races they used to have," ‘

It was hard for Miss White to get the c¢lass under con-
trol for several boys and girls were enthusliastically waving
their hands for permission to talk, while others less courteous
were talking out of turn, However, she was happy to see these
ohildren were typical fourth graders, interested in famous
people, Nevertheless, it was time for soclial studies for that
day to be brought to a close so she sald, "I'm sure each of
you could mention someone you would like to have listed under
famous paople or some event you would like listed. Suppoée
you.tind out all you can about at least one person or event
you are especially lnterested in and make a written repoft on
your rindings. In that way we will be able to uncovér a great
deal) of inrormation.ﬁhioh we can put together in our study of
Terre Hndte-and Vigo Oounty; Perhaps in a few weeks we could

listen to some of the reports. Be sure you have authentioc
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reports with the name of the source and'page number, If'somef
one tells you the story we willl call that person a resource

é person,™

At the o¢lose of an interesting disoussion in the sccial
studles class the next day the group finally decided to divide
the number of years since the beginning of thelr town to the -
present day Into about fifty year peribds and use the categories
for each perlod so there would not be such a hodge~podge of

unrelated materlial., They were becoming interested in seeing

how one thing follows another for many of the pages in their
reading work book agsked that they put mlxed up paragraphs of
the story in the right order. They had learned that this order
was called sequence 8o here was a chance to learn sequence in
the way thelr town and county developed.

3 The children used what knowledge of arithmetic they had

to figure the dates.

Mike sald, "First we would have to know how many years
§ | it has been since Terre Hautg was founded., You would put
down 1958 first because that's the largest number. Under
that you would put 1816 whlch is the date Terre Haute was

e A . L

founded. Then you would subtraot. I've found the answer %o
be 142 years.,. I don't know how to divide 50 into 142, but
somehow I know 3 times 50 would be 150 and 142 is close to 150.

s et A SR

We learned that when_we.studied approximate figures ln arith-

metic; Now we know there would be three periods of about 50
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years each. To find the first period we would add 50 to 1816

which would be the years 1816 to 1866.%

Miss White was thrilled for Mike who had always been
interested only in arithmetiq was geeing arithmetio in social
studles and was nibbling At what he had always considered too
dry a subject for him,

Other ardent arithmetic fans,wefe wanting permission
to tell the other dates, Jimny was the next one called on.
He excitedly said, "The next period would be about 1866 to _
1916. sSay, wait a minute!™ he exclaimed as he pulled & book
from his desk, 71866 is the next year after the close of the
Civil War and 1916 is the beginning of World War I, acoording
to thils book., This period will be between these wars. I
didn't know we would study about wars when we started finding
out about Terre Haute and Vigo County.n

Gloria haed the privilege of giving the last dates,
Gloria found this period would be from 1916 until 1966. 3he
llaughingly remarked, "We are past our time, That will be
eight more years. Most of us will be graduating from high
8chool when our town is 150 years old."

Thls was an opportunity for Miss White to say, "Well,
that is one more important reason why you should learn all
you can about our town for you will probably take a part in
its 150th anniversary, It will be called the sesquicenten-

nial,” She wrote the new word on the hoard,
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The téacher took:from the reading.téble a copy of The
Wabagh Valley Remembers’” and pointed to the dates 1787-1938,
Although the children had used this book several times the
dates had net meant anything to them. Mike quickly saild, as
he looked up from the paper on which he had been flguring,
"That's 150 years!in

"Yes," continued Miss White, ﬁthis book was written
by several Terre Haute people for the Northwest Territory
Celebration which was a program commemorating the 150th
anniversary of the passage of the Ordinance of 1787 and the
establishment of the Northwest Territory which we studled
about in our textbook Living in Indisna,t Perhaps there
will be & similar celebration when Terre Haute beconmes 150
years old."

Miss White went on to sey, "This book is the one from
which several of you have made fine reports and shown good |
plctures. This copy belongs to Carolyn. You remember it is
from her collectlon of old books, I'm sure it will be a good
reference book for our study.”

- "Here 1s another book, entitled Fort Harrison on the

Banks of the Wabash, 1812—1212,519 said Miss White., "Who ocan

tell me how meny years that included?"
Practioally every hand in the room went up. Timidly,
Timecia answered, (for she was never gulte sure of hersgelf

when it ceme to arithmetic) "One hundred yeara?n
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"Yes;" replied ss White, ™A périba of a hundred
years 1s called a centennial, Now what is a period of 150
years oalled?"

Like a chorus cams "sesquicentennial i"

As she placed this book on the reference table the
teacher remarked, "In thils book are the names of some of the
slxty people who were in Fort Harrison.September 4th and 5th,
1812, Does anyone remember anything about that date?"

Splke couldn't wait to be called on. He guiockly spoke
out, "That's the date on the big stone up at the Elks Country
Club telling about the battle there. Nay I sse the book,
Miss White?®

"Yes, you may, 1f you will be very careful of it and
put it on the reference table so that others might see it,
when you have finished with 1t," said Miss White.

Later 1n the day }Miss Blake, the principal, ceame intoA
the room. In her arms she carried four huge books that looked
'brand‘new. She sald, "Boys end girls, I have noticed how
interested you and your teascher have become about your study
of Terrs Haute and Vigo County. I can tell by your work on
the bulletin boards, your displays and the hooks on your
reference table, This set of books, Indiana From Frontier
Yo Indugtrial CGﬁmonwealth;l:was sent out from the central
offlice for our school to use. Perhaps the books in the set

are-more'suitable for the elghth grade, but I think with your
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teacher you‘might £in %ome interesting'thinGS‘about Terre
Haute and Vigo County from them =o I'm going to leave thenm
here for a.while."

The children and teacher were speechless for a moment.
Only the expression on théirifaces told the principal how
haeppy they wore to have the new set of reference books,

Finally Miss White sald, "Oh, thank you so very much!
I'm sure we will ell take very good care of the books., We
want you to come in often and see what we are finding out
about our town and county."

The sight of all these dlfferent books on the reference
table caused the fourth graders to become nore enthused than
ever about finding out how Terre Haute and Vigo County de-

veloped., Mlss White thought that it was a good time for her

to meke thls announcement. "3Boys and girls, as you have

probably learned from the children who have been in this room

before, we usually take & trip to Vincennes in the fall and

'a trip to. Indiana State Teachers College Radio Studio and the

Falrbanks Library in the spring. This year, since you are so
interested in our town and county I thought perhaps you would
like to be the first class to take a trip around Terre Haute
and Vigo County, to see the places you are studying about.”
The children started clapping thelir hands and shouting.
Miss White had to ring her little "tea hell" which they knew
meant "no more talking!® (Shé very seldom had to ring 1lt.)
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ATter the bell brousht guletness the teacher wrote on .
the ohalkboard the periods and the dates which the children
had figured out earlier. They were:
Tarly Years 1816-1866
Middle Years 1866-1916
Later Years 1916-19656
Then Tliss White offered the following suggastions to
the children concerning futurs plans By gaylng, "As we study
the three different periods we decldsd upon it‘might be wise
to keep a llst of the places or sltes. s3ltes are places where
somebhing took place, as an event, or where something once Qﬁs,
as the old foundations of the ilarkls Mill which we wil) learn
about later on., Then when we meke the Pinal or last plans for
our trip we can arrange to see them 1in the beat order no mat-
ter what perlod they came in. Jow, 1t wlll take several weeks
to plan this trip for we will have to do a great deal of
gearching and studying. We nay need to use some of our free
tine and'out of school time to make our reports. Perhaps in
the spring we oan take our trip. Dr, MHorgan, at the ocollege,
and the librarian at Fairbanks Library said we may come vigit
them next week,"

The children had to be silenced again for they were

overjoyed by the clossness of that school exoursion.
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VATRLY YRARS 1816-1866

Several children looked in the indexes and the table
of contents of the reference bopks and found stories from
which they made written reports on the homes of the early
settlers.

In the preface of Log Cabin Days in Indlana they found
the pioneer period (1816-1836) was a period of preparation for
greater progress and grawth.3
| From the various reports they learned thet usually the
first home was a half-faced camp such as’Abraham.Lincoln lived
in when he first came to Indiana, Two trees or forked posts
had a oross timber between them. Sloping down to a largs log
on the ground were laid poles or small trees for a roof.

Logs, b;ush, and clay mud were plled against the sides, brush

and'soil on the roof, and bearskins, wolf pelts, or buffalo -

hides lined the inside and served as mattresses and oovers.

- The open 8ide usually faced the south or away from the wind.

A large log fire burned here to provide warmth in the ocold
weather and protection from wild animals at nlght.

| Most of the settlers soon built some kind of 10@ cabin,
As a rule the neighbors came 1n to help build it, This was
oalled a ocabin-raising. The owner and his femily had the logs
rolled to the place for the oabin. He usually had the logs
notohod and smoothed. ‘He also had olapboards or shakes ready

to use aa shinglesg It was néoesaary to have poles with weights
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to lay on thésa clapboards to ceep them in blaee. Tntil they ,
could get glass they used greased paper over the window open=
ings.

Later in that period round logs had the sides cut off
to make square logs which were called hewed logs, Mud was
"ehinked" in the eracks., These cabins often had puncheon
Tloors made of logs spllt in half with the smooth side Up,

By this time the chimmeys were made of rocks instead of mud
and sticks for they were much safer.

The furniture of the first homes was nearly always
hand made, The first beds were corn shuck wmettresses, bub
leter the nore prospercus p:=ople had poose Teather beds and
pillows.

Trom the Failrbanks Library, Larry lad borrowed tie

book, Indiana, A Guide to the Hoosier State, the day the

children went there on their school excursion., TFrom i+t he
! had written,

Dennls Hanks, a cousin of Abrahem Lincoln, wrote
that in 1817 people in Indiana lived the same as
‘Indians 'oeptin we took an interest in politics and
religion,

The first need of the pioneer was waterzgo eabinS‘
were usually bullt along oreeks or rivers.

Larry paused to comment, "The Wabash River was probably

the reason so many people settled at Terre Haute in the be=-
ginning." ZLooking again at his report he read,

The womén diahft have much equipment for thelr
B houses. An 1lron pot or kettle mede a woman an
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aristocrat, TFor a iight some pioneerslmade a deep
clay saucer wégh a 11p on one side and burned bhear
grease in 1i%t.

Spike sald he had read in the same book Larry had that
the people did have some fun at log=-rollings, houseéraisings,
weddings, shooting matohes; and various kinds of "bees™. He
read,

On house-raising day nelghbors came early to help

put up notehed lozs to form the large roon of the
oabin, The women and girls came and quilted, sewed

» and tslked. At meal time they spread a table loaded

- down with good food they had brought with them, for

all to eat, During these @et-togethasrs many old
sayings and strangs beliefs were exchanged which pro-
vidad amusement and sntertainment. The c¢hildren too
young to help the gagwn-ups were allowed to play games
and pexrforn stunts.

3plke added, "I zusss they night have kad more fun
than wa have. At least I found they d1d have zoms spare
tina."

Frox this book Janst found a racipe for zaklingz starch.

She had copied the following:

When ths corn reached the roastinag~ear stage, the
ears were cooked in hot ashes. Some o0f the kernels
ware grated and water added; the 1liquid was then
strained and allowsd to stand overnight. The result
:J ‘ was a supply ofzgtaroh for starshiag the men's

'blled' shirts.

BJanat seid she asked her mother what "biled" meant,

4 Her mother said, "Women used to put their white clothes in
;g soapy boiling.water'to make them white and the older people
| oalled them *biled shirts® instead of 'boiled shirts!."

fg_ 'Oindy‘was very interested‘in brides for‘her Aunt Phyllis

Fri
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had Jjust bsen married. ‘she read from her péper,
Wedding presents were useful things such as home~
made blankets and other bvedding, towellng, a bucket
of sorghum molasses, a bag of dried apples, a supply
of candles, or a rag carpeb. The bride's .cobther

usually presented a feather bed and a pair of pillows;26
her father, a heifer and a start of calckens or a gow,

Sceraps of oalleco wefe mads into elaborate quilt
patterns called the Prairie Rose, Log Cabin, Lone Star,

Irish Chain, and Flower Garden. TFor everyday use

simpler deg%gns such as the Four Patsh and Nine Patch
were made,

At this polnt Misz White unfoldsd a baautiful red and
white quilt somewhat ysllowed wlth age aad sald, "This Ixdsh -
Chaln quilt was brought from Wanbuocky 1ato Vizo County by one
of my--~-I dont't know how many greatg--gramdaother Trimmer, It
was made bhefore 1300. It 13 a good exanple of ths filne needle~
workx the women and girls 4id. Notlos what tiny stitches they
nada."

Billy had aesver shamed 1In the reports for he was only

interested in comls books, Jokes, and riddles. 3omeone had

$0ld him there waere szome funny storlas in the book Larry was

sharing with hils classmates so he‘aatually hunted in the book
until ha found some 1n the chaptexr on Tolklors aud Folkways.
He Baid; a3 he read from hls paper, "Thess tales are‘about as

*$all' as the ones Paul Bunyan told."

A nan tled two cats together by thelr talls and
threw them over the clothesline, whereupon they ate
eash other completsly upe. « « « One summer was 30
hot that popcorn popped in the fields, and the mule
that saw such a £1eld froze to death besause to him
it looked like snow. « « « Some hunters saved them-
-88lves fron bears by resaching down thelr throats and
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turning'the animals wrong side c:ut;.'2

Billy added, "These stories and many like them were
often told at the country store or the mill where men and
boys gathered to do trading.™

Miss White said, "Speeking of trading, Billy, reminds
me of a paper which Dr, Mitchell, curator of the Museum of
the Historiecal Society, let me read. It was written by Mr.
A, R, Markle about early frontier day business." She read from

a file card,

The flatboat trade from the Wabash Valley to southsern
river polnts brought back some cash and the Spanish
dollar when out into parts or 'bits' was the first
fractional currency. One of the first payments by the
proprietors [or owners] to the county agent in agree=-
ment for the locatlion of the county seat at Terre Haute
was the sum of $416.064 and this was probably gade with
the use of & half bit, an eighth cut in half.h

With a string and piece of ohalk Miss White drew on the
chalkboard a cirole, explaining as she worked, "Since we have

not had many fractions let us see if we can understand by

- dividing this cirecle into bits what he meant by fractional

surrency. If we draw a line through the center dot of the
circle we know each part will then be one half of a circle,
Jimmy, what coin or plece of money 4o we use when wé need a
half of a dollar?”
"A half a dollar or sometimes we call it a fifty cent
plece," quiokly-answered Jimmy,
 "Thatt's right, Jinmy," replied Miss White. "However,

we all know 1t is a round plece of money worth that amount.
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| The pioneeré d1dn't have different coins worth certain amounts
80 they Jjust cut the Spanish dollar into two perts for a half
a dollar. The pure silver of the Spanish dollar was rather
soft and not too hard to out. Our metal money is mixed with
other harder metals to make our money hard so that it will
last a long time,"

"Gloria, 1f I draw a llne throuéh the center of these
two halves what part of a circle will I have?" asked Miss
White.

"You would have one fourth of a circle," answered
Gloria. "That would also be a quarter of a circle. Is that
why our twenty~five cent pilece is ocalled a quarter?"

"That's the reason, Glorila,* replied Miss White. "Be-
fore they had coins such és we have they ocut the one half
dollar pieces into two pieces end then they had four pileces,

f each worth twenty~five cents, They stlll needed smaller
| pleces to ﬁse asvwe use dimes, nickles, and pennies so they
'out these one gquarter pleces. How many parts would there be
then, Spiko?" She drew a line through the fourths.
. wThere would be elght parts, but I don't think I know

how mﬁoh eaoh part or 'bit' would be worth," sald Spike,

i . Mike had been frantically waving his hand on every

question and was becoming a little annoyed.beéguse Miss White

didn'ﬁ let him answer soms'or the questions. H&wever, she
knew there were somn‘questidns coming that only Mike would be
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able to anéwer. Mike:had what she called "arithmetic ‘sense".,
He often knew answers t0 problems, but didn't know how he ,
knew,

Miss White saild, "Mike, maybe you can help us out on
what & half of a quarter would be worth."

Mike, grinning like an opossum, said, "I bellieve it
would be worth twelve and a half cents. Oh, boy! Now I know

why Dad always calls a quarter 'two bits'! I asked him why

.and he always just said that was another name for a quarter,

Wait until I get home. I will tell him why they named 1t
*two bits',."

Miss White had to say, "That's the reason, Mike, bub
let's get back to what we were talking about, It says here
on the fille card that they probably used a half bit for the
six and-a quarter cents--an eighth cut in half. You all know
that one half of twelve cents would be six cents and you will
learn in the f£ifth grade that one half of & half cent would
be a quarter cent, Although the Spanish dollar was ocut into
several ﬁaita or bits I think this information leads us to be-
lieve that ohly the one eighth parts were called 'bits'. Our'
monay'ooins are often called ocurrenoy. Perhaps you now:under- .
stand that rraotional currency would simply mean parts of coins,.
I will rereed this card and I'm sure it will have more meaning

to ydd."

';“Artor rereading the card Miss White also told the ohildren
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there was another note on the card that was very interesting.
It sald that in 1834 the organization of the 3State Bank of
Indiana was oompleted and that bank number nine was to be at

Terre Haute.h6

She showed them a ploture of the bank from
Carolyn's book,ls which 1s'still standing on the original site
between Second and Third Streets on the south side of Ohio
Street. Then she read a olipping rrpm-the Terre Haute Tribune-
Star written by Dorothy J. Clark,3l describing what could be
seen there today. |

The children found from many books and stories that
most of the early settlers made their living by farming. Some
men made large fortunes by land speculation which meant they
were either given the land by the government for thelr services
in the wars ln which they had fought for the United States,
or thay.hOught the land ocheap and then they sold it for a high
price to the many settlers who were rapidly moving into the
new town énd county.
| Mr. Oakey recorded an artiocle written by Reverend William
Stevenson from which Cindy made the following report:

- In 1836, Terre Haute had perhaps eight hundred ine
habitants soattered along the bank of the Wabash River,

- extending east as far as Fourth Street, north as far as
Cherry (though Sibleytown hed Jjust been laid out as an
addition), south as fer as Poplar, though there were a
few buildings south of that point on Sixth Street. . o .

_ There were several mefbhgnta.;. « « The doctors were
Septer Patriock, Dr. Hitehoock, Sr., Dr. Ball and Dr.

-~ Modesitt, though the last had retired from practice.
(He was Terre Haute's first doctory] . . .




4

i 8
1l
o
i
0
A

46

The Methodists, Presbyterians, and Congregationalists.
had reguler ministers and bulldings. The Baptlists occaslon=-
ally worshipped at the ocourt house.

There was one school taught by Benjamln Hayes.

The principal induétries were pork-packing, cooper=
ing, [barrel-making], the building of flat boats and
shipping of corn to New Orleans, two flouring mills,
two taverns. . . . There were no saloons because at
that dayiﬂany of the business houses dealt in ardent
spirits.

Cindy's report gavé the children some 1dea of the dif-
ferent ways peopie made a living. As the town grew there were
more jobs for more people. Transportation supplied work for
nany. |

The very early settlers came either on foot or horse~
baock through the paths of the woods oxr on flatboats up the
Wabash River from the Ohio River. On May 7, 1823, a steamboat
namsd’Florenoe Was the first one to come to Terre Haute. Soon

many steamboats were golng up and down the river bringing and

. taking people and produots to and from the town and county.

They round that the government work on the National Road in
Vigo Oodnty‘was done during the middle thirties, and was the
means or‘bringing much money and a great number of WOrkmén.to
Terre Haute. 4 Then came the canal days. ‘"Phe most prbsperous '
years Or'the canal were during l847~56. « o o« The railroad
had become e competitor, and the extension from Terre Haute
south tq the Ohio was ﬁged soareeiy‘tén'years," they reéd from
Oakey.lh | | I
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Miss White placed‘a present day oity"map of Terre Haute

in the opague projector and used the pointer to trace the
heavy red line showlng the route of the ocanal through Terre
Haute, She read several interesting facts about the canal

from a book written by Benjamin Stewart titled History of the

Wabash and Valle}[azo

She said,.“Whan\we go to see the'site of Ft. Harrison
and down in ;he southern part of the county to see the ocovered
bridge we wlll see parts of the o0ld canal bed."

The children were so enthused about canal days they
asked the music teacher té teaoh them the song "Erie Canal",
Wheré the song says "from Albany to Buffalo” they suggested
singing "from.Lafayette to Terre Haute".16

Danny's father was a railroader so he suddenly became
interested when the rallroad era or period was mentioned. He
read about the opening of the railroad in February, 1852, be-
tween Terre Haute and Indienapolis. He copied ﬁhis report
from Oakey's book, ”

The construction of the railroad had proceeded both

from Terre Haute and Indlanapolis, and for a time the
gap between the two ends was conneoted by stage. The
firat passenger by rall arrived at Terre Haute Friday
evaning, December 5, 1851, Mall and passengers were
carried by railroads as far as Greenocastle, thence the
Western Stage Company took them over the gap of ten or
twelve miles to the eastern end of .the line, whence an-
other train took them into Indianapolis., It required
about ten‘hofﬁs to make the trip between this ¢ity and
the capltals , S ,

The ohildren looked at some timetables they had used
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in arithmétio class end found it only tékeé a little over an '
hour to go by train te Indianapolis now.

David also became Interested when the class started
talking about railroads., His daddy helped him hunt some in-
formation. They found atvthe Fairbanks Library an o0ld book

containing many pictures, entltled Terre Haute, :[1lust'.::'esd;<ad.1+8

They copled these interesting faotsvabbut transportation:
There are two distinot eras ([periods] in Terre
Haute's history. The rirst from 1816 to 1850, the
years of the stage, flat-boat and canal boat, and
from 1851 to the present, when rallroads were pro-
Jeoted and built,
The Terre Haute and Richmond Road was opened for
travel in 1852, The fare to Indianapolis was $2,00.
With this railroad, and the recelpt of the firat shipe
ment of ocoal, five cars, &g 1851, began the second era
of Terre Haute's history.

David said, "I called the New York Central ticket office
this morning to find out what the fare is now and found that
it is $3.12. Daddy said railroad fares have not gone up in
price neérly as much as practically everything else."

Several of the children were very curious about the
chapter headings in Volume II of the set of books Miss Blake
had brought to them for so many of the chapters had. the dates
1850~1860 listed in their titles--the period in which they
wura‘at that time hunting information.l

: Miss White attempted to explain the title of the rirst
ohapter, "Decade of Transiticn, 1850~1860" for she felt that

the meaning would help the children understand more clearly
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the growth aﬁdrdevelopmént of their town'and,county.

"I'm sure most of you remember your unit on transpor-
tation in the third grade," sald Mlss White, "for you have
been ‘doing so well on the transportation category in thils
study. The word 'transitidn' has the same prefix, 'trans?',
Will someone please look 1t up in his dictionary?n

- Kay found the word first so was balled upen, "I think
this is the best meaning," sald Kay as she read, "A change or
passing from one ocondition, place, or thing to another."23

In the meantime Carolyn had lbooked up the word "decade"
and found 1t meant a period of ten years.23 Together the group
deolded that a decade of transition simply meent ten years of
changing from one period to‘another.

Miss White explalned that the authors of thls set of
books meant that the change from the frontier or pioneer type
of living, the period in whioh most of the people made a 1iv;

ing from farming and the exchange of farm products, to the

»induatrial commonwealth or menufacturing period in which most

of the people made a living from 1industries and work 1ln the
olties, came in this ten ysar perlod:. The change came slowly
and the people did not notlce it at the time, but in later
years they knew that the transitlon years were between 1850
and 1860,

~ 'Mlss White made the meaning more oclear to the fourth
sradaré by oomparing their place in scheol to this period of
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time, "Giris\and~boys,& continued the tgaéher, "you rememnber ,
when you first came into thls room I told you you were now
middle~-graders. You were starting the middle grade between
kindergarten and the elghth grade; you had been in Deming
grade achool four years and you would have four more years
after this in grade school for Deming has elight grades. Re=~
nembexr too, we decided then that you wére between being a
1ittle child and a tesn-ager, Grown-ups call your age the
'transition' age because you are slowly changing from beihg
a little child to & young person. I'm sure some of you girls
wear 'tween dresses! and belong to a *tween club' at one of
the department stores downtown., Indiana, Vigo County, and
Terre Haute grew up in a similar way. They went through a
transition age or period."

It was pointed out by the teacher that the titles of A
the next few chapters in Indlana From Frontier to Industrial

Goggonweaith would give the children some idea as to what
1 As they scanned the chapter headings
they found there were only four words they did not understand.
The words were genesis, heyday, constitution, and impaoct,
Cindy sald, "I imagine genesis means beginning for that
1s the name of the first book of the Bible and 1h is about the
beginning of the world and the rirst people.
- "That 1s one of the maaninga, Cindy," repllied Miss

White. "Suppose you look up the word constitution."
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Carolyn found heyday meant the perilod of greatest proa=-
perity, Cindy found constltution neant established laws, and
Kay found impact meant a forced change, They used the adult
diotionary.
“As the three girlsvtook turns reading the titles of
the chapters Miss White wrote them on the board in outline
form, The group spent several days'pofing over the informa=
tion in these chapters which helped to show the growth of
their town and county:
I Decade of Transition
II Genesls of the Railroad Network to 1860
III The Heyday of the Farmer, 1850-1860
IV Banking During the Fifties, 1850-1860
V The Constitution of 1851 _
VI The Establishment of the Common~School System
VII Reorganization of Political Parties, 1850-1860
VIII -The Impaot of the Civil War Ufon Indiana
IX The Preservation of the Union
Richard reported that he read that as farming and trans-
portation developed important changes came about in manufactur-

ing and Terre Haute became one. of the leading industrial towns
1

.Barbara was lnterested in the clothes the people wore
in the early years. Her Aunt Ellen helped her write her re-~
port:

The wery first ploneers who came to our county and
town wore clothes made of skins and furs. They had
hunting~shirts, trousers, and moccasing made of deer
skins, They wers all right when they were dry, but if
they got wet they shrunk to about half the size they
were. Before long linsey took the place of skins.
Soon homemade woolens were used. Often a cloth was
made from linen and wool threads ocalled linsey-woolsey.
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A beerskin overcoet, a beaver hat, and a psir of bucke
skin gloves lined with squirrel were considered good
tauste down till the Civil Wesr, Women wore plaln
dresses with an extra jacket in c0ld weather and
wodlen shawls insteed of coats., They used hooks and
efes instead of buttons. They wore sunbonnets in
summer and knitted hoods in winter. The children
wore very little in summer, a long shirt hanging
straight from their shoulders to their knees. In
winter they wore clothes like their parents wore.

About 1820, they could get imported goods such as
broadcloths, brocedes, taffetas, beautiful furs, bea-
ver hats, flounced skirts, balloon-shaped hoops, cut-
away coats with checkered vests, silk stocks over
buckram collars, provided they had the money. These
were the kinds of ologhes the gentlemen and ladies wore
from 1830 until 1860, -

While David and hls daddy were browsing at the library
- they found in an o0ld history of Terre Haute that for many
years the Wabash was oconsidsred the river that emptied'into
the Mississippl and that the Ohlo emptied into the Wabash.5
They also found that the French spelling for Wabash was
"Ouabaohe".5

David said, "I’m'certainly glad I found out that the
- pronuneclation of O-u-a-b-s~g-h~e is Wabash for every time I
see that name on the first oven shelter out in Deming Park I
wonder how to say it. I also noticed that there is a new
subdivision up on North Seventh Street called 'Ouabéoha Acrest,
Won't we go by there when we g0 up to the site of Fort Harrison ‘
when we go on our trip, Miss White?"
"Ybs, David we will," replied Miss White. "Ifm glad

that you are 80 observing. As we continue this study I'm sure

that many names will be more meaningxul to all of you.
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"3peaking of North Seventh Street,ﬁ continued Miss

White, "reminds me that there l1s another interesting site
along that street. According to lMr, Oakey the Thirty-first

Indisna regiment was or@anized by General Charles Cruft, who

was its first colonel, and was nustered into the sexrvice on

September 1, 1861, at Camp Vigo, which was located on the site
of the o0ld fair grounds on North 36veﬁth, across from what is
now Collett Park.lh He also stated that this man Cruft was
the only officer from Vigo County to attain the rank of major
general and that Abraham Lincoln personally conferred the
honor upon him in Washington in March, 1865.14 That means
that Crﬁft went to Washihgton D. Cs and recelved hls new rank
or plaoé in the army directly from President Lincoln just
about a monﬁh before Mr, Lincoln died.m

4hﬁre we going to study about the Civil War?" asked
J Loy, o

vﬁa, Jimmy," repllied Miss White. "That is not our
purpbso»invthis study. We are trying to find out how our

“town and county developed and then go see some of the sites

and places we have learned about. The Clvil War as well as
the'gther wars that we heve mentioned were important events
that happened durlng the development of Terre Haute and Vigo
County, bﬁt you will be making a special study of the wars in
the upper grades, high sohool and college."

"During the time I was working on ny Masters dogree at
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Indlana State Teachers éollege," said Miés‘White as she took
from one of her desk drawers & booklet she called a term pa~
per, ®I made a study of the history of Terre Haute and Vigo
County in order tb find somelplaces and sltes which could be
visited by péople today. ?erhaps this paper will help sug=
gest some places that were built durlng this period that
could be seen today or at least the_sifes could be seen,™

Miss White qulckly scanned the table of oontents and
sald as she went to the chalkboard, "We are uncovering and
finding so much information concerning our town and county
perhaps from now on we should write our reports on some of
the places and sites that came in the different periods that
can be seen today. Here are some which would probably be in
the early perilod.®

Cemeteries

Durkee Road

Spring Creek Prairie

Markle M1ill and home

Ostrander home

Preston home

Joseph Gllbert home

It was agreed that certaln children would make written
reports on the toples, but that everyone, as he read, would
make notes on anything that would be especially interesting.

Thoie were several books containing stories about the
old I#dian Orohard. Miss White mentioned some interesting
faots she had read from the lpng‘story in Beckwith's history.2
Larry ons day read the story to the class from Through the
| Years in Indiana.9 Janet read the following report she had
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 written after reading "The Legend of an 0l1d Indiana Orchardm:?

An 0ld Delaware chief had loved Lena a3 his own
daughter since he had saved her from some Indlanss
One day, Nemo, a young Shawnee, came to tell the
ohief that Lena must be returned to the white psople
to whom she belonged. These people lived in Pennsyl-
vania, Lena didn't want to go. The chief didn't want
her to go either, but he knew he had to obey the white
man's law.

Nemo took Lena to her people and on the way they
learned to love each other very much. After she had
been with her people a while she longed to retura to
the banks of the Wabash where the 0ld Delaware chlef
had brought her up. One day Nemo c¢ame for her and
they stole away in the night. All they found when
they got back to the Wabash were a few blackened ruins
of the Delaware's vlillage. '

Nemo and Lena built a framework of poles and covered
it with bark, Lena had saved the seeds of the apples
she had carried with her from Pennsylvania. She planted
them and tenderly cared for the young trees when they
came up.

After a while Nemo and Lena had a fair-haired boy.
About seven years later five Miami Indisns appeared.
There was a terrible fight between Nemo and the Miamis.
He killed three of them, but was finally killed., Lena
threw the boy into the arms of one of the Indians and
burried Nemo's scalping knife into her breast.

L The boy grew to manhood among the Miamis. When he
¥ learned he was a Shawnee he Jjoined his own tribe and
was in the battle of Tippecance. He diled fighting by
the side of Tecumseh at the battle of the Thames.

The apple trees planted by Lena grew and bore fruit
for many years., The Indians were afreid to eat them,
They left them for the spirits whom they believed were
hovering near, _

When the whité settlers came the orchard was atill
on the hlll crest and they chose the spot for thelir first
burying ground.

. After reading her report Janet added, "Grandpa said that

S A R LR

the Spot where the old Indian Orchard‘was is where the American
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Can Company étands today. The company address is 1 Sycamore:
Street."

| Carolyn seid that she read another interesting‘reason
for the apple trees.15 Some people believed that Johnny"
Applesegd might have passed through and planted some of his
apple seeds,

Someone suggested, "lets singvoufvsong about Johnny
Appleseed. It's on page 9#."25

The singing of the song brought to an end another won-
derful day in the fourth grade social studies class.

In a day or so there were some more reports on cemne-
taries. Bobby, who seemed to enjoy the gruesome or horrible
stories, copied, "In the downtown districts of today we walk
over the past generations. How many human beings stilll lie
buriled, unknown and forgotten, in our oity's streets!“l5

Peggy found that some of the first ﬁo dle in Vigo
. County were buried either in a lot at the northeast corner
of Sixth and Ohio where & seotion of Roots store stands today

Or 1n the 0ld Indien Orchard mentioned in Janet's report¢15

Peggy wrote the following report:

g Woodlawn Cemetary was bought in January, 1839, for
, $620. Tt contailned about twelve and a half acres and
was what is how the south part of Woodlawn., Its en~=
trance is located in the twelve hundred block on North
Third Street across from Rea School. '

i; A Tecord shows that five year old Mary Herrington,
5 - who died of scarlet fever, was the {%rst to be buried
there. The date was July 28, 1839,
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Veterans of all the wars~--the American Revolution, -
the War of 1€12, Mexican War, Civil War, Spanish- '
American War, World Wars I and II, and the Korean
Conflict--are buried here. « « « The two Revolution=-
ary soldlers buried hers are John Hamilton and Joshua
Patrick. In the circle 4s a monument erscted to the
memory of the Confederate soldiers who digg while being
held prisoners here during the Civil War.

"According to the article from which Peggy and Bobby
took thelr reports,” said Miss White, "there were in Vigo
County one hundred thirteen known cemetaries that were started
in the pioneer days up to about 1890. The private burying
grounds, some of them later turned into group burigl places,
and the graveyards where groups of families were buried are
the historic places.ls On our trip we will see the Denny
Cemetery which has the date 1812 on the gate, the Wood Ceme~
tery Whére some of my ancestors were‘buried, and the Markle
Geméteryf Randy has a report on the Markls Cemetery which
was taken from a paper in a file from Indiana State Teachers
Collegs."

‘ The o0ldest inscription that oan be read is:
Sacred
To the Memory
of
Catherine
Consort of Willlam Markle
who died :
June 26, 1816
Aged 71 years
*Ahother insoription over one hundred years isi
. , o
Yemory of
Abraham Markle .
Who dsparted this life

Maroch 26, 1826
55 years - 5 months
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‘ Legeﬁd of the Ceﬂetery is that tﬁe first person
i interred [buried] was a colored man, the slave of :
: Abraham Markle. He is supposed to have been burieg7
here in 1205, before Markle settled at this place.

Sharon was beconing very interested in social studies
as she was learning more about names she often read while she
want over the county with her daddy. She did something rather
unusual for a girl. On 3aturdays and during the sunmer she |
helped her father on hils Chesty Potato Chip route place his
products. in the business places where they were sold. 3She had
dlipped‘the story about Durkee's Ferry from the paper several
months before because the little towns mentioned were some she
had visited. ¥From the article she took much of the informa-
tion for the following report:

Dr. John Durkee built a cabin in January of 1818

in Fayette Township. He was the first doctor to lo-

cate there, He had so few patients that he started
farming to make a living,

Because there was a need of a wey for the many
settlers to get across the Wabash River to Markle's
mill to have their corn and wheat gfound into meal
P and flour, Dr. Durkee built a ferry at the spot now
; known as Tecumseh, Durkee's Ferry was established
4 in August, 1818, the rirst ferry on the Wabash %o be
licensed.

According to the permlit, Durkee was to have a
large flat boat big enough to hold g wagon with =
team of four horses, a 'pirogue' [pi-rdg'--a canoe
formed of a dug-out log] in which to ferry over foot
passengers and enough men to operate both boats. He
could only charge 25 cents In summer and 372 cents
in winter for a man and a team of horses. It cost
124 cents for 2 horse or & man to cross and half that
much a8 head for cattle or sheep.

" Durkes's Roed is still easily found in Tecumseh,
but 1t is rather hard to £ind on the east side of the

'
e
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river.32

Sharon said she would let Spilke tell the rest of the
story ror‘he said their summer oasbin was not too far from the
Durkee Road whloh is on this gide of the river.

"Mrs. Clark's artiole which Sharon clipped from the
paper tells better than I could how to find Durkee Road," said
Splke as he read the followlng marked péragraph:

To find the road on this side of the river, you go
to the end of the North Thirteenth Street pavement, and
after getting permission from the owner, you may con=
tinue one~quarter mile north on a private rosd and find
the historic bend in the road. Beyond this it goes on
down to the g%ver and is just south of the mouth of
Otter Creek.

"David told me he saw something about Durkee Road in
an o0ld history at the library;ﬂ continued Spike. "I went
down there and the reference rooﬁ librarian helped me find
this information:n

Drummer Davis was the man who beat the long roll
on that dark night of the attack on Ft. Harrison. He
was a stub-and-twist Englishman, who had deserted the
British Army at Detroit. He later joined Harrison's
forces and was a kind of general drum-major not only
for Harrison's army, but for Vigo County as long as
he lived, He was always on hand on the Fourth of
July and election days drumming merrily away.

When he left the army he settled in Vigo Jounty.
When he became real old he lived with his son-in-law,
Stewart, across the river from Terre Haute.

Drummer Davis heard that they were going to lay
out Durkee Road and that it was %0 run over the hlll
exactly where he had buried his fallen comrads. He
got down his old black rifle and ordered his son-in-
law to take him soross the river. He sternly told
the family he 4id not know just when he would return,
if ever, This was all he t0ld them as he climbed the
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benk with his gun on his shoulder.

When the surveyors came slong and told him what
they were going to do he told them what he was &oling
to do. He said, 'My comrads' bones are here. I
helped bury them. When I heard what you intended
doing I came over., THE ROAD WILL NOT BE RUN OVER
THEIR GRAVES WHILE I LIVE. I don't expect to live
long and I expect to die right here, but I should
not be surprised if somebody slse died before I do.
That's all I have to say.!

The author said that respect for the dead and
THE LIVING ceused the surveyors to make the sudden
curve that may be seen today. Few people know the
story, but many wonder about the curve around the
little hill,
Drummer Davis died in 18h7.h‘
Splke said after reading his report, "According to the
article Mrs, Clark wrote, Mr. Robert Curvey's home is locatad

on the spot.32

I'm sure he doesn't live far from our cabin.
I could ride there on my bike, Miss White, may I find out if
we oan go there on our trip?"

"Spike, that is something we will have to find out

about," answered Miss White, "but let's get our trip organized

'berorg we make any definlte arrangements about our group

visiting a site,."

One day Mlss White took a little book from her desk as
she salqd, "I'm sure you have heard me mention Miss Juliet
Peddle."

Before Miss White could go on Connie said, "sShe's a
woman architect who draws plans for buildings.”

"Miss Peddle gave me this book after I told her about
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our study," continued Miss White. "The inﬁeresting 1llustra- ,
tions were made by Miss Peddle. (She showed some to the ohildF
ren.) The story was written by her grandmother, Mary Llizabeth
Ball Peddls, who in real life was the daughter of little six-
year-old Betty in the story. Mrs. Peddle wrote the story for
a famlly reocord and had no idea that it would ever be published.
In 1t you will find the experiences_of'several often heard of
Vigo County pioneers who started from New York in 1816 for a
new state, I wonder what state they could have been going
to?"

Thirtg—two voices sald together, "INDIANAIM

"That 1s just where they were going," beamed Miss White,
(She was 80 happy that everyone remembered when Indiana became
a state.) They arrived at TFt. Harrlson on a flatboat on the
Fourth dT'July. I'm not going to tell you anymore about the
book except that 1t 1s entitled The Story of a Hoosier ;gggr_

ggagion.l7 We will keep it here on the reading table. Per-

haps if you esk the Bookmobile Librarian he will bring a copy

of the book the next time he comes, I saw a ocopy in the Fair-

-bankg Library the last time I was thers."

One afternoon Miss White said to the children gathered
about her for LISTENING TIME. "Instead of reading you a story
I'm going. to tell you a real story. I'll read a.few facts
that go with this story." | |

) Thavchildren smiled and clapped their hands softly.
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Everyone found a oomror%able position, Théy were eager %o
hear the story thelr teacher had to tell.

"When my father was a little boy," began Miss White,
"his grandmother took him to a spot in ‘the woods through
which Spring Creek flows and showed him where the Indlans
made pottery. My Aunt Anna, for whom I am named, gave me
twenty acres of the land which has beeﬁ in the White family
for several generations. The 0ld Indian pottery site is lo=-
cated on this land. When we go on our trip perhsps we can _
gee the exact spot." (The children were overcome with excite-
ment for a few moments.)

"In Mr. Oakey's book," continued Miss White, "he stated

that in 1819, & man by the name of David Thomes published a

book, entitled Travels Through the Western Country in the

L

Summer gg 1816.l Mr. Oakey guoted--that means he copled ex-

actly-~some facts that were especially interesting to me for

Mr. Thomas desoribed some of the land which I've been telling

you about., I wanted to read from the original book--not what
someone else had ocopied. Finally after asking several people
and seafchins in the libraries a copy was found. Mr. John G.
Blel, an attorney at law, who writes the column 'I Hear the
Tread of Pioneers' for the Friday edition of the Terre Haute
Star, told me he had bought a copy from a New York book dealer
and that I might use his copy. I did not bring it to school
for it is very valuable and so fragile it would oome apart
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easily if handled very huoh. This 1s.what'I copled:®
On the north side of this stream [Spring Creek] we
traversed [he meant we went across] the open woods
along the base of the hill. This, we were told, was
the route of the army to Tippecanoe; and we saw
timothy of fine growth, probably from the seed which
was socattered at that time.
On the banks of a small brook of pure water which
flows from the hill, we took our noontide repast
(hoon meal] . We were then six or eight miles beyond
the limits of the civilized world; and no white set-
tlerglof any desceription are known above Fort Harri-
S0
Miss White looked up from her notes and saild, ™dr,
Thomas related that the party had desired to encamp there but
they had no 'punk' with them and they were unsuccessful 1in
trying to kindle a fire., He explained in a footnote at the
bottom of the page that 'punk' was a sponge-like fungus that
grew on the decaying parts of maple or hickory trees and was
used to start fires. He warned travellers in new countries
to always oarry a tinder-box. (The tinder-box was a metal
| cogtainef in which dry material, flint, and steel were ocarried
§ for use in kindling fires;] They had to return to their lodg-
ings, more than ten miles from the place they had wished to
spend the next day., Their plans the next day had to be
changed too, They intended to visit Raccoon Creek, the
mouth of which formed one point in the north bounds of the
'New Purchase', but it looked like rain and it was getting
late in the day so they decidgd to do some more exploring

around Spring Creek. (Mr., Biel explained that the 'New Pur-

chase' spoken of by Mi. Thomas was really what we now call
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the 'Harrison Purchase' for the 'New Purchase' we speak of
did not ocome about until 1820 and lay north of this vieinity.
These purchases were the lands the government bought from the
Indiens.) Mr. Thomas wrote:"
In the woods on the south bank of Spring Creek, we
found the remains of wigwams, erected by the Indians,
on their hunting expeditions. Some wers evidently
designed as winter habitations, Of these, dry leaves
interlaced with smell poles, formed the wal%f; and
the work displayed much skill and neatness.
"In practiocally the same words Harlow Lindley in his

book entitled Indiana As Seen by Early Travelers wrote about

Spring Creek Prairie," said Miss Whites "The traveler in his
étory told of finding gun flints in the channels of Spring
Creek. The traveler said he had seen none which gave mofe
fire with steel."'? |
_1“My father," Miss White continued to relate, "has often

told me that when he was a boy he plowed‘up hundreds of arrow-
heads and fouhd a few tomahawks, pleces of pottery and other
oﬁjects which are spoken of now as Indien Artifacts. Ocoa-
sionally artifacts are still found there. When we have LIS=
TENING TIME again I will tell you about the old family ceme-
tery." | |

Timefpassed quiokly‘ror thé childfen were busy search-
ing rof bits of ihformation for thelr study.

LiSTENIﬁG TIME oaﬁe agaln and‘the ohildren grouped
themselves comfortably abdut'their teacher to heaf énother

story. Miss White ﬁegan,#"Before we go on further in our
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study of how Terre Hauté and Vigo County déveloped there is
a word we shall use often that you should know. The word is
t-~y-p=i-c-a-l, 'typlcal'. (3he had it printed on a ocard.)
It means like or similar. When we speak of something being
typical of the period we will mean it was like or similar to
gsomething common at that time. Yesterday when listening‘time'
was ended we were talking about Spring.Creek Prairie. Near
the site of the 0ld Indian camp ground is the Wood Cemetery
which is typical of the old family cemeteries we mentioned ip
our reports several days ago. This’cemetery 1s one which we
will probably visit. The reason we will go to that particu-
lar cemetery is because I know more about that one. We will
be pufting into use one of the 0ld sayings which we have been
finding at various times, 'A person can talk best about what
he knowé'. An o0ld history by Beckwith stated that‘Thomas
White, William Denny, A. M. Ostrander, Anthony Creal and
Abraham Mérkle were prominent among the early settlers of
Otter Creek,‘l‘ownship.2 Thomas White was ny great-giandfather
whose dates were 1789-1896, What do I nean by 'whose dates
were'?"

- Several hands went up. Ronnie was called upon to give
the answer, He said, "When you look up the name of a person
who is listed in an encyclopedia or other rérerence book, if
there_are dates in parenthesis after the name, the first date

means the year the person was born and the second date means




R

it
i
#

| ﬂ 66
the year the person died. If there isn't ahy second date you '
know the person lg still living or at least was living when |
the book was beling wrltten. Those dates you gave us would be
the year your great-grandfather was born and the year he died."

"Ronnie," repllied Miss White, "I'm glad you understand
what the dates 1n the parenthesis mean: ¥You are learning to
interpret reference facts or standards.ﬁ

Mike asked, "Your great-grandfather lived to be eighty
years old, didn't he? I subtracted the dates in my head."

"Yeos, Mike, he did," replied Miss White. "I see you
are putting your arithmetic to use, but we must go on with
the story. My Great-grandfather White was buried in the Wood
Cemetery because the Wood and White families were related.
There you will be able to study the different kinds of monu~
ments or tombstones as the early settlers called them, for

the dates indicate that people have been buried there from

1845 to the present day."

The children became very excited one afternoon when‘
they returned from their lunch hour to find the opaque pro-
Jector set up. "What are we going to see, iliss White?"
seve#al asked.

"I have some plotures of the old lMarkle IMill I want
to‘show you for now you can only see the foundations of where
the mill stood," said Miss White. "Before we see the pictures
let's listen to what was written in The Wabash Valley Remembers
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about the milli:"

Perhaps there is no more picturesque spot in all
Indiana than the old Markle Mill in Vigo County.
Standing amid well tended farms and but few miles
northeast of the National Highway, it is ever a
source of interest to tourists, hundreds of which
visit it monthly. ‘

The mill was erected in 1817 [Mmost records give the
date 1816] by Abraham lfarkle, who, besides belng a
miller, was a brave soldier and one of Indiana's first
real estate men. Land warrant lNo.. 1 was issued to him
in 1816 as a reward for his services in the war of 1812,

When Mr. Markle died in 1826, he left the mill to
his son Pred. . . o ,

During the turbulent years preceding [before] the
Civil War, the mill was a busy place. It was rumored
by hostile slaveholders that fugltive slaves were
hidden in and around the mill until a way ocould be
made olearer for them into Canada. There was much
talk of seoret passages and rooms unopened until mid-
night when the dusky inmates were brought forth to
continue on their way to freedom. Many were the
occasions when black faces shone with gratitude and
fervent thanks were expressed to 'massa and 'kin' missus.'
Markle's Tgll was quite a useful link in the Underground
Railroad. :

"The article states that the mill was operated by

- William and Fred Markle until they sold it in 1878 to Henry

Creal ,” related the teacher,

Miss White explained, "From then on it was not owned
by the Markle femily and from time to time had various names,
but the public continued to oall it Markle's Mill. 1In fact
one of the owners was my mother's father, T. J. Welsh. The
article has his name written J. T. Walsh. Another error in
names in the article is that of Mr. Hansel. His name should

be written 0. D. Hansel instead of D¢ C. Hansel. I'm pointing
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out these two errors to'you, not to oritize the article for
it is well written, but to show you that we can not always
take everything we read as authentic or absolutely true. It
the one who set up the type for printing made the error we
call it a typographical error. Ve often find typographical
errors ln newspapers,"

"At the close of the article,” sald Miss White as she
took the opened book with her to the projector, "is an intei-
esting bit of information:®

Mr, D. C, [C. D.] Hansel, the present owner, has
done much to preserve the mill's air. of antiguity.

In every way possible he has endeavored to keep the
mill exactly as it was the days of powdered wigs and
hoop-skirts,

Hoosiers, particularly those in Vigo County, are
eagerly awailting the day when Markle's Mill will be
considered in the same class with Mount Vernon, Monti-
cello, the home of Betsy Ross, and other famous build-
1ngs‘déaf to the hearts of Americans. That day is not
far off,1?

"However, that day never came," Miss White said sadly,

"for on a September night in 1938, the old Markle Mill was
destroyed by fire. Vigo County lost one of its greatest
landmarks."

Miss White slipped the book into the projaotor and
threw on the screen the plcture of the mill. She.also showed
several other plotures of the mill which belonged to her
family. The children seemed to be the most interested in the
newspaper picture showing the mill.burning.” The reflection

on the water gave the appearance of a structure.twioce its size.
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There was quite a discussion about the old mill site
for several of the children had been fishing at the old mill
dem, little realizing what a famous site it was.

I1iss White showed the children an o0il painting of the
mill painted for her by Mré. Della Churchill Roberts. iirs.
Roberts was a relative of Winston Churchill of Zngland. She
said, "I prize this painting for many feasons, but perhaps
most because it brings memories of the many times my Grand=-
father Welsh took me with him to the mill after his retire- _
ment, Mr. William Markle would'oome'over from the old ilarkle
homestead which was across the road. The two would chat about
'the good old days when they each owned the mill'. NMr. ilarkle
was quite an o0ld man then, much older than ny grandfathsr."

A few days latver iilss white said, "We have learned
somethihé'about eaclh of the categorles we listed in the be~-
ginning of bur study of the development of Terre Haute and
Vigovcpunty, in the early period. waever, there are a few
prominent people and typical housés of that perlod we should
know abou?."

"The Preston house," related Miss White, "which is
located on the southeast corner of 13% Street and Popular is
Terre Haute's oldest house. One afternoon I had the privilege
of vis?tiug‘there with Mrs, Natalie Preston Smith, tne owner
of the ramous old house. Mrs. Smith suggested that I read
the papér entltled "The Story of a‘Hbuse"39 by Mr. dJohn Blel
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to get the edarly histori of the houss. I'm‘sure you renember
that Mr. Biel is the man who loaned me his real old book,

Iravels Through the Western Country in the Summer of 1816,n*1

"Yes, Carolyn," said Miss White as Carolyn raised her
hand.
"3ince you told us about Mr. Biel's column in the Fri-

day Terre faute 3Star," remarked Carolyn; "T always look for

it. I don't always understand the article, but daddy or
mother usually helps to explain it."

"That's fine, Carolyn," replied lMiss White, "Iow
many of you 4o look for the column?"

Several hands went up.

"We must hasten on with our story of the Preston house,
though," said Miss White. "From Mr. Biel's article I gathered
this infSrmation:" |

On September 13, 1816, the day Harrison purchased
the land from the Indians, a land buyer, William Harlow,
bought the land where the Preston house stands today.
George W. Dewees bought the land September 22, 1823,
and started to bduild a house that took him three years
to build. Mr. Biel wrote in speaking of the house,
tOur house 1s historically signifiocant [:1mportant] to
Terre Haute and Vigo County as it marks, definitely,
the beginning of the real bullding and development of
the city'.

The main house is six feet above the ground with a
long flight of stairs leading to a veranda (porch)
across the front of the house. It is bullt like the
French New Orleans houses of that pericd. From the
beginning the Aining room and kitochen were in the
basement which is only about three or four steps down
from the ground due to the house being so high above

- the ground: The 0ld brick areaway at the back has
been enclosed to meke additional rooms. The walls of

y
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stone are eighteen inches thick. The floors are
black walnut boards without a nail in them.

Major Dewees was not well llked, but Captain Earle
. wrote that he wag hetter than people thought. When
he ocame to Terre Haute in 1820, he was in hls fifties.
He had a young wife, Matilda, not yet thirty and a :
young son. The son was scalped by the Indians.

On March 15, 1832, George and Matilda signed an
agreenent to live apart. Matilda was never heard of
or seen after that, -

In each of the large rooms upstairs there ls a
large fireplace extending out from the wall about
five feet. At both ends of the fireplace in the
west room there is a matching cupboard. In the east
‘room there is the same kind of a cupboard on only
the north end of the fireplace. A space matching
the cupboard on the north~-large enough to hold a
human body=--has been bricked up solid from the floor
to the ceiling on the south side. Mr, Biel, along
with many others, are of the opinion that latilda
may be sealed up there. Mrs. Smith once ran a poker
between some loose bricks and found a hollow spacge
there. When she withdrew the poker, a dank, musty

. odor likened to that from a dark, aged crypt (under-
ground secret vault) came with it. This story gives
rise 'to comments and rumors that the house 1s haunted.

"Mrs, Smith told me that her grandfsther, Nathaniel

% Preston, Sought the house in March, 1843, after Dawees dled

| .1n Déoember, 183L," related Miss White. "He paid $6,000 for

| the house which had cost $20,000 to build. Mr, Preston came

é to Terre Haute to teach at the old brick school; but later be-

| ocame cashier of the Branch State Bank. She showed me an old

blue bookientitled The Teacher a Supplement to the Elementary

3

s

Spelllng Book. The author was Noah Webster and it was pub=-
lished in l836.2h
"Wag that the teacher's copy of the famous o0ld blue
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spelling book written b& Noah Webster which we read about in
our reader?" asked Janet. The children were gﬁite used to
seeing their teacher's copy of their textbooks.

"That is what I took 1t to be, Janet," replied Misé
Whlte, "Mrs. Smith showed‘me meny valuable and rare objects
which are oonsideréd rnuseun pieces now. That means that they
are usually only found displayed in muééums for they are too
rare, costly, or fragile to be used. She told these interesting
stories about some of her treasures:"

On the mantle of the fireplace in the east room
where Matllda's hody is supposed to bde hidden, there
is a matched pair of beautifully colored old stone
water jugs. One of the uncles while in South America
wrote to his nieces that he was sending them a pair
of monkeys. They were qulte excited, and yet barffled
as to what they would do with monkeys, VWhen the box
arrived it contained these water Jjugs. In South
America they called this type of jug a water monkey.

On the mantle in the south room there is a pair of
alabaster vases and an old Seth Thomas clock whlceh has
the picture of George Washington on the glass door.
One time lMrs. Smith loaned her alabaster vases for a
display and when they were returned the base of one
was broken and they had come apart. She explained
that alabaster pleces are made in sections and put
together with plaster of paris. When the borrower
attempted to clean the alabaster in hot water the
plaster melted and caused the vase to come apart.
When the oil palnting of her Grandfather Preston was
returned it had a tiny hole punched in it. Because
of the jill treatment of these tressures she refuses
to loan anything now.

Mrs. Smith read to me a letter which her great uncle,
'Willlan M. Wood, filrst Surgeon Gensral of the Navy wrote
to his mother in 1833, The letter described the ex~
periences he had while on a seoret mission., ZFEmperor
Nicholas of Russia came on board his ship and invited
him to the palace at Petersdorf. The desoription of the
palace, dress of the Russians, and their navy equipment
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showed how far they.had progressed at ﬁhat tine. '
"It would be impossible to tell you about all the things
Mrs. Smith showed ne,”™ continued MMiss White., "She urged me to
come back so that she night show me some more things and tell
mne some more storles about'the house and her ancestors. I hope
that the house will be open to the public sometime so that
people lnterested in the beginnings‘ofmour town and county
might see how the well-to-dc pioneers lived., So many of the
storiles lead us to believe that everyone weas very poor anrd had
few possessions. Almost every family who came in the early
days‘started out with some money or possessions they could use
in the place of money or they could not have started. DPeople
then were a gréat deal like people today. Very few pcople
start a trip today unless they have enough nmoney to pay their
vag.r .

Miss White sald a little later, "EZoys and girls, while

I was at the Preston house MNrs. Smith t0ld me that her Crande-

father Preston taught Father Buteaux, ﬁhe pioheer Catholle
missionary of this reglion; to speak English and Father Buteaux A
taught him to speak French: She showed me a libtle book with
the autograph of Father Buteaux written insidé."
"Didn't someons téll me they had a report on 3t. lary-
of—the-Wboda?" asked iiiss White,.
| Jeanne raised her hand., She had not given a repbrt

yet, but had spoken to Miss White several days before about
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the school.,

¥

Jeanne's mother had helped her write the following re-
port:

Elshop Brute called the order of Sisters of Pro-
vidence, which had developed in northern France, to
plant a religious and educational home in the Wabash
country. lother Theodore and her companions, guided
by Father Buteaux, arrived at what is now 3t. Hary-
of-the-Woods on October 22, 1840. -St. Mary's chapel
was a rough log cabin. !r. Oakey said that Mother ‘
Theodore, who worked so faithfully in this wilderness
until her death in 1856, may be counted among the
outstanding pioneer women of Vigo County.

The first school building, which was called an
acadeny, was opened for use in 1841, Tater sddle
tions were added and a convent built.

February 7, 1889, the first great disaster by
fire come to the convent., In 1890, a new convent
was blessed and the fiftieth anniversary Yﬁ the
coming of Mother Theodore was cslebrated,

St. Mary-of-the-Yoods today is one of the best
known Catholic schools for girls in the world,

"Your report was splendid, Jeanne," remerked Miss

; White. "Your last statement is true also of two other 00l~

~leges, Indiana State Teachers College and Rose Polytechnio,
which are.located in our town and county. We will be hearing

about them in the next period. All three of these colleges

are not only known in our state and the United Stateé, but
are known throughout the world. |

Thé oﬁildren were each day becoming more interested in
their'dommunity. In the lower‘grades they had lsarned about

their home and neighborhood, but now they were learning about

how their community developed.
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"Curtis Gilbert," liss White told the children, "was
one of Terre Haute's leadlng citizens. Nr. Oskey wrote:"

Curtis CGilbert, was an Indian trader and e sebttler

near Ft. Harrison before the county was organized,

and during his residence of nearly sixty years in
Terre Haute he was a leader in everything which tends
to the development of an American community. . e

His son, Joseph Gilbert, was born in Terre Haute,
Janvary 2, 1839, and by his acts Vigo County is large-
ly indebted to him for its agricultural and horti-~
cultural ([Gultivation of gardens or orchards] develop-
ment, for the progress of lts higher education and
neny OflE s public measures contributing to 1ts best
growth. .

"Later on," went on Miss White, "lir. Oakey mentioned -
that Joseph Gilbert moved to his South Fruitridge Avenue home
when he was twenty-threc., He doesn't say whether the house
was already there or whether he built it. It is very hard to
establiéh dates, In either cése the house would have been
there in what yeai, if he was born in 1839 and moved to it
when he was twenty-three?" |

This time Jimmy's hand went up befors Mike's., Jimmy

~was given the privilege of answering the question., He answered,
"The year would be 1862. That would be during the Civil War.m
He was a Civil War fan and seemed to date everything he had
learned about history so far from either before, during, or

after the war.

"That is right, Jimmy " replied Miss White. "Miss
Juliet Peddle mede some sketches of o0ld Terre Haute and Vigo

e I O oL
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Oounty homes and she 1ncluded Joseph Gilbert's home in her

2

projact. ’She Said that this 61d home is the first house on
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the west side of Fruitriage south of Poplarfstreet Road. Miss'
Peddle thinks the house was bullt at least by 1850, for she |
found a record which stated that Simon Peck was born there in
1853, The house was bullt near the time of the passing of the
canal and the coming of thé rallroad.

Carolyn said, "Miss White, I noticed you read from Mr.
Oakey's book a word after agricultural which meant ralsing
gardens or orchards for you read it in your explaining voice.
What was that word?®

Miss White stepped to the board and wrote the word
h=o=Pet=leg-y=l=t-u-r-a~l, as she explained, "You were very
observing Carolyn., That is a good word to know. A hortioul=-
turist usually lives in the country or at the edge of a town,
but instead of planting and raising large flelds of grain he
cultivates frult, from trees, bushes, or plants, or raises
large gardens of vegetables. It takes good soil to do that
kind ofﬁfénming. Terre Haute and Vigo County has always had

.a greatfdeal_of horticulture, but it is usually spoken of as

gardening, fruit growing, or truck farming."

"I wonder if Fruitridge Avenue got its name from the
fruits #nd ridges?" asked Cindys+ "We go down that road when
we g0 to my uncle's farm and I have seen some roadside markets
and for sale signs for vegetables and fruits such as cherries,
respberries, apples, and strawberries. There are hills or

iidges'along the east side of Fruitridge."
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"Cindy, you have'thought of a very gbod reason for the
name. of Fruitridge Avenue," replied Miss White. "I have a
feeling too, that that was how it got its name., The hills or
ridgss you spoke of are the 'Bluffs of the Wabash'. From an
airplane you could sse they follow the Wabash for masny miles,
some places quite a distance away and some places guite close.
It is' thought that thousands of years aéo the river extended
from the bluffs here to bluffs on the other side of the river."

"Phe old National Road which we now call U, S. 40 olimbs
the bluff between Highland Lawn Cemetery and Calvary Cemetery
as you leave Terre Haute going east toward Indianapolis,” cone
tinued the teacher as she picked up a copy of "lLeaves of Thyme",
"This artlcle mentions the site of a coverlet shop. The day
we talked about quilts we learned gqullts were pieced togéther
with'sméil patches of material and coverlets, sometimes oallqd

coverlids, were woven and were similar to some of our present

day bedspreads. The article reads:"

F. A. Kean was probably the best known professional

weaver ih Vigo County and a number of hls coverlsts are

- owned by people in this community. « . « Frederick
August XKuehn (XKean) was born in Culton, Saxony Germany,
August 24, 18l1. He came to America in 1835, His pro-
fession was weaving, such as coverlids and carpetsS. « « e
Frederick A. Kean lived and wove hls coverlets about
four miles east of Terre Haute on the National Road on
what is kggwn as the Kean Farm, now the Calvary Catholic
Cemetery. '

Johnny raised his hand and declared, "I imagine that
Kean Lane which runs from Poplar 3treet Road to Highway 40 on

the back side of Deming Park got its name from this Mr. Kean
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for it comes out on 40 at Cualvary Cemeteéy.“

"Yes, Johnny, it probably did," smiled his teacher,
nIsn't 1t fun to find out the 'whys' concerning the names of
things and places in our town}and county?"

"Oh, yes!" cried out the group.

‘On another day Miss White opened the soclal studles
discussion by saying, "Last night While.oheckingvover what
we have learned about some of the very early pioneers listed
by Beckwith I found we haven't mentioned the Ostrander family.<
In Otter Creek Township located on a private lane leading froﬁ
the Ostrander Road 1s an o0ld frame house typical of the larger
pioneer homes bullt after the crude log houses. The sad part
of thls story is that Mrs. Charlotte Ostrander Wagner, the
direct descendant of the ploneer famlly, told me about her home
and gavé‘permission for ochildren to see it just a few days be=
fore her sudden death, This inoident shows that we all shouid
help presérve £irst hand knowledge of the history of our town
; 'and county by making authentic reports of what we learn from
clder people who can still remember Iimportant historloal facts,
This is the informatlon she gave me:"

‘The house was built several years before the coming

of the railroad. lirs. Wagner's grandmother had planned
to build a new house over on & little hill, but heard
that the railroad would bisect {(divide into two parts)

the hill, The family then put weather board over the
hewed logs of the 0ld house and buillt on some new rooms.

"Will we get to see the house?" asked Bobby.

9 "We probably will,™ answered lMiss White. "lirs. Wagner's
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son Joe lives there and'he would probably énjoy showing us
the house. I'm sure he loves boys for he has been working
with Cub Scouts out in Otter Creek Township for a long time,"

"How about us girls?" pouted Connie. "Would he let us
see it?"

"Why of course he would, Connie," assured Miss White,

"The other day when we were seeing the pictures of the
Markle Mill we did not have time to talk about the liarkle
House,' continued the teacher., "It was my privilege to be
there many times when I was about your age. It is built of
bricks made near by. North and west of the house close to
Otter Creek you can see a hollow in a pasture which was caused
by the digging of the soll for the bricks. There are two
stories and a full basement, Each room has a fireplace; even
the basément rooms, There 1s a rumor that confederate prison-
ers of war were kept in the basement during the Civil War. |
My outstahding memory of the inside of the liarkle house is
‘the wide ceuntral hallway with the beautiful stairs and the

0ld Grandfaether clock, A few times Mr, William lMarkle, the
grandson of Abraham Markle, took me, while the members of our

i feamilies were visiting, to the c¢look, opened the door and gave

me a pleoce of chocolate candy from a box hs had secreted there.

That was a real treat for boxed chocolates were rare with me.,"
"Tell us moreln olamorgd the children,

] "Not today," answered the teacher. "When wé €0 on our
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trip you will hear stories concerning thé plaoes as we visit
themes The stories you hear 'on the spot' will be more mean=
ingful,”

Jimmy and Cindy's Grandmother Risher telephoned Miss
White one evening after sohool. ATter exochanging the usual
telephone greetings lrs. Risher said, "Jimmy and Cindy keep
me up-to-date on their study of Terre Haute and Vigo County,
They werse so excited about the 0ld book written by a traveler
Mr. Biel loened you that it made me wonder if a copy of the
same book might be one of those In my grandfather's old sad-‘
dle bags which have been hanging in our attic for years. I
think Cindy told you grandfather was a circult-riding preacher.
In those days money was scarce and peopls often gave him some=
thing from thelr possessions instead of money for his services."

"§hat is the title of the book, iirs. Risher?" asked Miss
White. |

"The title on the outside is Travels in the West,"

answered Mrs, Risher. "However, on the inside there is an-

other title, Travels Through the Western Country in the Summer

of 1816,"%%

"Was the author David Thomas and was it printed in
Auburn, New York by David Rumsey in 1819?" questioned Miss
White.

"That's right,"” joyfully answered Mrs, Risher,

Miss White exoclaimed, "It must be a copy of the same
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‘book! How fortunate yod are to have found it! That is one
of the many values of this particular study. AaAdults, as well
as the chilldren, have unearthed a great deal of valuable in-
formation," |

"The book is s0 0ld znd fraglle and printed in sueh
small type I do not think it would be a very good reference
book for children," commented Hrs. Rishér. "I would like for
them to have some of the information though.™

"Why don't you make an 'odds and ends! report;" Sug=
gasted Miss White, The children learned from one of the stories
in their reader that when the Plonser Burd family made out the
list of thilngs they wanted to take west with them tuey had to
list some under ‘'odds and ends' for there was no certain classi-
fication for them. Since Cindy and Jlumy have kept you informed
you knOWNWhat reports we have had. Supposelfram this book,
other books, or from first-hand information you pick up the
'odds and'ends' for this early period, 1816-1866. The children
.and I will be very glad for you to come over and give the re-
port.. You know, some of the ochildren haven't met you."

"Thank you for the suggestion and privilege," replied
Mrs, Risher, "It will be a task, but one I will enjoy."”

One Friday afternoon Miss White said, "I have a surprise
for youl' We are goling to have a visitor thls afterncon.”

"Who ls coming?" the children asked enthusiastically.

"Walit and see," answered Miss White just as there was a
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knock on the door. ,

"Good afternoon, Mrs. Risher," greeted !Miss White.
"Come right in and meset my group of boys and girls. Boys and
girls this is Jimmy's and cindy’s Grandmother Risher.m

There was an arousiﬁg, but polite, round of applause
when Miss White said, "Thls afternoon Mrs. Risher is going to
glve us some additional informestion on the early verlod of our
town and county."

"The title of my talk," began Mrs, Risher, "was suggest-
ed by your teacher, It is c¢alled *'Cdds and Tinds' for there -
are several interesting items that have no special classifi-
cation. I will tell you ahout sore and read to you about
others." Holding up an 0ld Yook, she sald:

This book is typleal of the books written around

] 1816, about the time Indiana became a state and Terre

| Haute was founded. It only measures about four inches

i, wide, seven inches long and an inch thick, One reason

: it has lested so long is because its cover is leather,

! The print is small and the language 1s what we call

: *stilted'. That means there are several unusually long
and unfamilar words put together in a strange way.

Here is an example; at the close of his dlary the author
in speaking of the gsettlers coming to what is now called
the mlddle west or Mississippl Valley wrote, 'In fancy,

; must he view the ourrent of population breaking from the
4 mountains, full, broad, resistless; and the vast and long
Al deserted plains of the Mississippl, £il1l with life, with
4 intellect, and with elegance!?,

This book is entitled Travels Through the Western
Qountry In The Summer of 1816, It is a copy of the same
book which fir, Biel Ioagfa"ﬁTss White, From it I found
some interesting facts.,~* '

'¢"Pardon me, Mrs., Risher," sald Miss White as Mrs., Risher

. pPlaced the book on the teacher's desk, "but does your book have
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a map of the Wabash couﬁtry?" |
"Yes, it does have one here in the front," answered
Mrs. Risher.
"Your book has much vaJ.ue then, Mrs. Risher," explalned
Miss White. "Mr, Bilsl said that the map had been removed
from his copy and s0ld separately. He hesitated ébout buying -
it for that reason, but went on to'say'that since that seemed
to be a common practice among the dealers of o0ld and rare
books in New York he decided to buy it anyway for it contained
many historical faots. I'm sorry to have interrupted, but I
wanted the children and you to know how valuaeble your book
nust be. Please go on."
Mrs. Risher ocontinued: "These facts were taken from
Mr, Thomas:"
M}; Thomas 41d. not like the rude way some people
pronounced words, He said some said 'Tar Holt' in-
, stead of Terre Haute, ‘Way-bosh' instead of 'Wau~
’ bash', ‘'pa-ra-rah' instead of 'prai-rie' and 'le-vee'
: instead of 'lev'-e?',
The explanation Mr. Thomas gave for a peculiar ex-
pression the settlers were using 1s as peouliar to us
a8 thet which he explained., He used considerable as
we would use large in saylng, 'A considerable number
1s expressed by a SMART CHANCE; and our hostess at
Madison sald there was 'e smart chance' of Yankees in
that village.
The price of prairie lands in the winter of 1817-

§ 18 was five to ten dollars an acre and the price of
3 woods lands was twe to five dollars an acre [which

? wes & great deal higher here as Vigo Couhty was being
o orgenized than it was elsewhere, It usually sold for
o two dollare an aord]. The soil of the prairie was ex~

cellent for both corn and wheat, The yield for corn
was from 50 to 100 bushels per acre and for wheat from
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20 to 40 bushels per aocre. Major Markle for rent alons,
besides what he raised for himself had more than 3700 !
bushels of corn in November of 1817. He told of seeing

en interesting field containing two hundred acres of

corn, Several men had worked together to enclose the

tract of land with an osk rail fence. Fach man's ﬁgare
was acoording to the length of fence he had bullt,

In describing the Wabash, Mr, Thomas saild, 'The Wa~
bash is . . . remarkable for lts serpentine [snake-

- 1ike] ocourse and from Vincennes to Fort Harrison, which
is only reckoned seventy miles by land, it is computed
to be one hundred and fifty by water.! He also said 1t
was 200 yards wlide at Ft. Harrison,

Mrs, Risher paused to ask the teacher if she thought
the children would be interested in the kinds of birds and
animals Mr. Thomas found here and before Miss White could
answer they clepped their hands softly and oried out "Please
tell usi"

Miss White smiled and nodded her approval for Mrs,
Risher to conhtinue her talk.

Mrs. Risher glanced at some lists which she had made

| on file oards as she said:
; The buffalo were gone but there were elk, raccoon,
! pole cat or skunk, opossum, a few porcuplne, numerous
N prairie wolves, many grey squirrels, a few pelicans
and swans, many orows, Sand Hill cranes which stood
five or six feet tall, numerous prairie hens in winter,
hundreds of robins and redheaded woodpeckers, a few
parroquets, and numerous hen hawks, wild turkies, geese
and duck. Mr, Thomas said he had never seen a loon in
the waters of this vieinity.

The Webash abounded In fish, There were gar or bill

; fish, the Mississippi cat weighing up to a hundred and
4 twonty pounds, the mud cat welghing up to a hundred

3 pounds, the bull head sturgeon welghing from twenty to
gl sixty pounds, the shovel or flat nose fish, a few ex~

%, cellent river pike, the drum or white perch welighing

a from a pound %o thirty pounds, a few streaked bass, the
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very common buffalo fish weighing from two to thirty
pounds, the rock mullst, the red horse which was large
and boney, the jack pike or the pickerel. Fresh water
clam or muscle were 30 plentiful that they were gath-
ered and burnt for lime. Mr. Thomas was to0ld that
twenty years before that time, thers was no other kind
of lime obtalned.

Thomas Jefferson thought,that bees were not native
to our continent and for that reason Mr, Thomas in-
quired often of the settlers concerning bees., He
found that there was a time when bees were not known
in our country; the old French settlers had not seen
any, it had not been mors than twenty or twenty-five
years since they were first discovered toward the
Mississippi and only fifteen years they had been seen
on the Military bounty lands above the point where the
Illinois and Mississippl came together., He said one
person said, 'Bees are very plentiful 1n the woods;
and as the Indians here call them 'white people's flies,'
it is believed they are not natives,! Mr, Thomas also
wrote, 'Great quantities of honey have been found in
the woods above Fort Harrison. One nman found twelve
bee-trees in less than helf a day.' This entry was
made in his diary June 16, 1818,

, The fruits and nuts found growing wild were plums,
erab apples, persimmons, grapes, pawpaws, hazel nuts,
black ‘walnuts, pecans, several Einds of hickory nuts,
blackberries and strawberries.

Mrs. Risher ended her talk by saying, "I see by the

oloock it is time for your recess. I have some unrelated facts

from other books. Perhaps I ocould give them to you, Miss
White.n |

"That would be fine, Mrs., Risher," remarked Miss White,
"but unless it 1s asking too much, I believe the children
would rather have you come back Monday and finlsh the report
yoursclf;"

"Pléase do, Mrs. Riéherl" the ohildren pleaded.

Mrs, Risher's faoe was wreathed in smiles and her eyes
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sparkled with pleasure as she said, "There 1s nothing I would
rather do. I'll be back llonday."

Another burst of applause showed the visitor how much
the children appreciated her talk; They left the room for
the playground repeating in low volces some of the wonderful
things they had heard.,

On Mondsy the children were very'exoited when they ocanme
into the room after lunch, They could hardly wait for Grandma
Risher, as most of them lovingly called her, to come,

The most thrilling part was that when she did ocome she
was wearing under her coat an 0ld fashioned dress. The ap-
plause that day was tremendous. Miss Blake, the principal,
came to sec what was taking place in the fourth grade room.
She accepted an invitation to stay.

Mfé; Risher began her talk that day by saying,

After the piloneers hecame mors prosperous they had
more furniture in their homes. For the children they
had little low beds ocalled trundle beds which during
the day were rolled under the high four poster beds.
These were pulled out at night and the children no longer
had to sleep on the floor. In 1820, there were a few
cookstoves and by 1840, about one family out of every
five had one:s There were a few pianos before the Civil
War, The better furnished homes had chegry or walnut
chests, corner cupboards, and wardrobes. ‘

- This dress is similar to the ones the ladies wors.
This was my grandmother's wedding dress. When they
were married grandfather was given a station [ church]
and he no longer rode the clrouit., He regretted that

~for thrse or four generations the people overdressed
and overacted, Their public meetings were noticeable

for their formality Egtrict customs] and dignity [haugh-
Ly or proud actiond] «

i
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Like most other towns of the West in 1851, progress
had been slow In Terre Haute.,. In thirty-five years the
population scarcely nwibered 4,000, By 1854, the popu-
lation was 7,000. The coning of the railroads brought
the inorease. The town almost doubled in population in
the decade of 1860 to 1870, for it increased from 8,59
to 16,103. Thﬁ Civil War during the decade brought
great changes. :

Tallow ocandles and lard-oil lamps gave way to gas
- 1n 1856, when the Gas Light Company was incorporated.

The heyday gf the stage coach in-Indiana was from
1840 to 1860+ |

Mrs. Risher paused and asked, "Miss White, would you
like for me to mention a few of the prominent people of this -
periodev

"Please do, Mrs. Risher," answered Miss Whitea "I'tm
sure we haven't mentioned some that we should have mentioned."

"4 few of these people you will probably want to study
about inwthe next period for it was in that period they con~
tributed or gave the most to their town and county," rsplied -
Mrs. Risher. "Perhaps Terre Haute's greatest benefactor, the
one who through kindness gave the most help, was Chauncey
Rose. He became a resident of Terre Haute in 1818.15

| ‘"For many years it was thought," continued lMrs. Risher,
"that’tﬂe first white child born in Terre Haute was Captain
William Earl who was born September 22, 1818, but a few years
Ago 1t was léarned that Williem Hodges was born Hay 23, 1818,
theréby giviné him the honor‘of being‘Terre Haute's firsﬁ
Sorn."lh‘ | ' | | |

- "Peater J. Ryan‘of'V1go County was awarded one of the
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only two congressional ﬁedals of honor giveh in the Civil
War;g stated Mrs., Risher.

"L\ monument dedicated to Colonel Richard W. Thompson
can be seen on the courthouse lawn," related !Mrs. Risher.
"Perhaps the greatest honot that ocame to him in this period
was his selection as a pall bearser for Abraham Lincoln's

h -

funeral prooession in Indianapolis."”

Mrs. Risher put together the notes she had been using
and finished her report by‘saying, "There were hundreds of
people, men, women, and children, all of whom were important
in the early years. Nany of their names are carved on the
grave narkers in Woodlawn Cemetery and the scattered family
cemeteries, but perhaps just as many lie in unmarked resting.
blaces. It has been a pleasure to study with you the develop=
ment of Terre Haute and Vigo County during the first fifty
yearsQ I hope you will give me the same privilege as you go
on ﬁo the'middle years and the later years."

"It has been a pleasure for us, too, Mrs. Risher," rew-
sponded Miss White, "to have your very valuable help, We will
look forward to your help as we continue our study."

Thé ochildren and Miss Whiﬁe decided to keep a record
in outline form of their study as they went along. They chose
to make the outline on chart paper like they used in making
their own stories in the first and second grade. The headings
of tﬂe outline included the categorles they studied; homes,
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ocoupations, transportation, dress, schools, churches, recre-

ation, and famous people. The final or last heading read:
PLACES AND SITES THAT CAN BT SIEN TODAY

Merorial Hall--219 Ohio Street

Canal bed--various places

Rallroads--various places

Ouabache Subdivision--~Across from Smith's Gardens on

Quabache Oven-~~Deming Park .

Site of Ft. Harrison~-Flks Ft. Harrison Country Club

Site of Camp Vigo--Across from Collett Park on N. 7th

Site of 014 Indian Orchard--American Can Co., 1 Sycamore

Woodlawn Cenmetery--Between 2nd and 8th Avenues and lst
and 3rd Strest

Denny Cemetery--Stop 13 Road

Wood Cemetery--Atherton Road, Vigo 3N

Markle Cemetery--Between Haythorne and Park on Frultridge

Site of Indian Pottery and Camp--Spring Creek Prairie

Durkee Road~--North Thirteenth Street Road and private

lane
Site of Markle Mill--Park Ave., and Rosedale Rd., North
Terre Haute

Markle Home--Across the road from site of Markle Mill

Ostrander Home--Ostrander Road, Vigo 21%

St. Mary-of-the-Woods~~-St. Mary's Village

Vigo County Courthouse--Square bounded by Wabash, 2nd,

Ohio and 3rd

Preston Home--13%4 and Poplar Strest

Joseph Gilbert Home~-Fruitridge Jjust below Poplar

Site of Kean Coverlets--Calvary Cemetery

? The ohart stood on its easel bearing a record of weeks
and weeks of cooperative study. It seemed to beckon the group

on to another period, the middle years.
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MIDDLE YRARS 1866~1916

The chlldren were eager to work on the outline for the
second fifty year period of the development of Terre Haute
and Vigo County which they had long before entitled, "Middle
Years 1866-1916", Several had made notes on items of interest
for that period while they were working on the early period,
Others had Jjotted down page numbers and names of reference
books in whilch they had found information, in order‘that they
might find it easily agein., A few had talked with older
cltizens who were able to give them some information.

Rlchard, whose father managed a large super-market,
sald, "I have often seen a Bradstreet report on daddy's desk.
I asked him what it was and he sald it was a report on whioch
businessumen listed what they owned and what they owed, From
that information the Bradstreet Company could inform psople
in business about the oredit of people listed with them. Good
credit means it would be safe to let them have something for
whloh they would pay later. The reason I wanted to know about
Bradstreet was becauss I read this:"

Bradstreet in 1866 listed 259 places of business in

Terre Haute, From that time on business in the city
inoreaseds With better shipping facilitles the stores
of later days were able to keep a greater varliety of
goods, but from pioneer days up to the present genera-
tion housewives worked hard and long in the kitchen;
marketing was difficult. Fresh frults and vegetables
were obtainable only in season and stores were poorly
stocked, Today there are convenient food markets in

every neighborhood. The freshest and finest foods of
the world are avallable at popular prlces whlch every
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home can afford. Toaay people live better igd eat
better because of modern marketing methods.

"That is a splendid report, Richard," commented liiss
White., "I'm glad that you found out about the Bradstreet
Company for you have a better understanding of your report,.
You have helped others to galn some new concepts too. The
259 places of busliness that your report.mentlioned must have
provided jobs for geveral hundred people."

"Last Sundsy," Jimmy related, "I asked Grandpa 1f he
would please take me to the courthouse lawn and let me see
what was written on the two monuments there., TMHe said he would
like to read the inscriptions agaln himself while they were
bright and clean. I think someone mentlioned at the beginning
of our study that the courthouse and monuments were cleaned
in‘l957..‘As we were driving to Third and Wabash Grandpa said
that corner would now be considered 'The Crossroads of America?

for that was the name given to the place where Iighway 4O, the

0ld National Road, end Highway 41, the old Dixle-B-Llne, ocrossed,

Highwey 41 was until lately on Seventh Street., We found that
the inscriptions on the four sides of the large moanument tells
the story of the Civil War, The four statues represént the
artillerymen, the navy, the infantry, and the cavalry. To the
west of ﬁhe Civil Wer monument is a monument dedicated to.
Colonel Richard W, Thompson, Instead of showing the whole
body the statue bnly shows his head, shoulders, and cheét.
Grandpa said that kind of a statue was Qalled‘a"bust'."33
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"While we were in that part of town we decided.to walk

¥

over to the northeast corner of 5th and Wabash and see the
Claude L., Herbert Monument," continued Jimmy, %It 1s In the
form of a drinking fountain. A bronze plate has this inscrip-
tion which I copied. 'To Claude Herbert who gave his llfe to
save others in the Havens and Geddes fire!, As we drove home
Grandpa told me this story:" .

Claude Herbert lost his life on December 18, 1898,
in saving the lives of others in a fire that broke out
in the Havens and Geddes' dry goods store., The store
stood where Tune Rrothers stands today., He was play-
ing the part of Santa Claus when the fire was discov-
ered, After saving the lives of all the children and
helping to save the lives of sevaral clerks he lost
hls own life., The Claude Herbert canp of the S3Spanish-
American Wa¥® Veterans, named in his honor, erected the

- monument to hls memory. The cltizens oontr&%uted to
the cost of the drinking fountaln memorial,

"Several times the Natlonal Road, whlch we call Highway
40, hasiﬁeen mentioned," remarked Johnny. "My Aunt Blanche
helped me with this report:"

The National Road 1s sometimes called the Cumberland
Road because when 1t was layed out 1t started from Cun~
berland, at the headwaters of the Potomac in Maryland,
At first 1t was built only to Ohio, but later came on
through Terre Haute., It was the only highway of 1its
kind the government of the United States sver construot-
ed, (Usually the states and counties build the roads.]
i The people often called 1t '01d Plke' because there were
% 80 many turnpikes on the road. [Gates where toll was
; - palds It 1s said that one toll-gate for the old Nation-

al Road was located near the intersection of Fruitridge
L agd Wabash Avenues. That was gulte a distance from town

then, -

"punt Blanohe said,"’ oontinued Johnny, "that time changes

people's idea of things. Whan‘the‘railroada came travel by land
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becanme less.' The people thought the day'offland travel was
over, They paid final tribute to the old highway by saying,
'It carried thousands of population [?eoplé] and millions
[of dollars]) of wealth into the west, and more than eny other
naterial [manmade] structure in the land served to harmonize
[ﬁring close togetheiﬂ and strengthen, if not save, the Union
[nited states]t.nt¥ |

"I was just thinking," added Jimny, "that if those
people who thought land trével was over could see the thou-
sands of cars, busses, and trucks on the old Natilonal Roéd
today, they would change their minds again. They would see
it still'serves the same purpose."

"That shows good thinking, Jimmy," commented Miss White.
"Ag we continue our study I hope you children wlill see how
often Joﬁnny's Aunt Blanche's remark, 'time changes people's
idea of things' came true. DPerhaps we should add 1t to our |
list of 'oid sayings',"
| ‘Tom was & neWoomer to Deming 3chool for hls parents had
Just been transferred to Terre Haute from northern Indiana,

He oama the ‘week the class visited Indiena State Teachers Gol~ .
legq tq see the "Peter Rabbit MNews" show produced at the col=-
ioge fédio studio. Tom was 80 thfilled with the visit he ob;
tained from the library a oopy of 4 Histogz of Indiana State
13 It was mnph too difficult for him to reed,
ao he asked hls mother to help him. He was even more thrilled
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when his mother told him that his grandmathér, who was now
teaching in Gary, graduated from the college when it was known
as Indiana State Normal 3chool. Tom read the followlng report
which, with the help of his mqther, he had written:

On Tuesday morning, Januvaery 6, 1870, Indlana State
Normal School opened its doors for 1ts first students.
To the unfinished bullding, heated by stoves, there
came only twenty-one students, thirteen young women
and eight young men., 3tate Superintendent of Schools,
Barnabag C. ITobbs, after reading a chapter from the
Bible, knelt on the bare floor and prayed fervently .
[earnestly or sincerely] forlshe future success of the
Indiana State Normal School.

The bullding was beautiful, but there was only the
most necessary furniture, no equipment, no laboratories,
not a map, not a plece of apparatus and the library cone
sisted of a Bible and one unabridged ([hothing left ou@]
dictionary.

There were some difficult years but by 1888 the
school seemed to be enjoying much success., However,
calamity fell! Just after school took up on the morne-
ing of April 9, 1888, a fire broke out in the attio
and the building was almost completsly destroyed.

Very 1little was saved except the Board Minutes, [Tecord
of meetingd] Volume I, 1866-1888, The fire awakened
the six hundred students, faculty, citizens of Terre
Haute, and leaders of the sigte, to the rebuilding of

a larger and better school,

At this point Tom stopped reading and remarked, "We
read that by an act of the State the name of the Indiana State
Normal School was changed to the Indiana State Teachers Col-
lege in 1929, but that 1t was & gredual development from the
developmént from the time the college course was started in |
1907.13 Miss White; would those years be called ‘transition
soarstan o -

'Miss White felt like she would bursti She was so happy
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Tom had caught the meaning of a new conoept; Experiences like
this was what made teaching such a joy.

"Yes, Tom," beamed Miss White, "that would bs a good
way to describe those years., I'm glad you understand the
meaning of the concept, 'trénsition years's Do you have some=-
thing else you wish to tell us?"

"I brought the book," replied,Toﬁ, "for there are some
good pictures of the old buildings and a few pictures of some
of the buildings we saw the dayfwe went to the radio studilo,.

The piotures of the faculty show how men looked with whiskers.,

Do you think we could put the picturoes in the opaque prbjector

80 that everyone could see them at the same time?"

"That is a good idea, Tom," answered Miss White. *"Per-
haps you can help me set it up at recess if it is availéble.
You know we share it with all the rooms.m

The machine was not being used so Tom and Miss White
had it set'up ready for use Qhen the children came in from re-
bess. Tom found thé pictures he wanted his classmates to see.
They laughed when they saw the solemn "be~whiskered" men
teachers and the serious looking women teachers.

Tom handed Miss White Barnabas Hobbs' picture last and
sald, "If Barnabas Hobbs could see the ocollege campus now and
know how many students and teachers there are, he‘would know
his prayer for the Suocess of the sochool had been answered."

"Tom, I hope your enthuslasm for Indlana State keeps




96
on growing," comnmented Miss White. "About twelve years from

now I expect to be sitting in the audience there seeing

several of you receiving your first degree. Then, you too,
will be helping to answer Mr, Hobbs' prayer."

Ronnie cane to sohool very excited one Monday morning.
"Miss White," he asked as soon as he camé into the room, ™do
I have to walt until Social Studies timé to share something
I discovered over the week-end that would be worth seeing on
our trip? I Just can't walt to tell the olassi"

"Well, Ronnie, it might spoil if 1t's kept too long,"
jokingly answered Miss White. "Perhaps we had better hear
about what you discovered right now."

"As you know,"™ began Ronnle, "Daddy was a pilot in
World War II. He has always wanted a plane of his own., He
had a chance %o buy a good used Piper Cub last week. 3aturday
he took me up for my first plane ride. Oh, it was wonderful}

~ We took off toward Allendale from Paul Cox Fleld and circled
3 to the east. What do you suppose I saw? I thought I saw a
i car go through a barn., It looked as 1f the barﬁ was bullt
over a tiny stream of water. When we came down about a half
hour later Daddy asked, 'Well Son, what did you see?'"

"I told Daddy about the barn," continued Ronnie.

"We might as well go by that barn," replied Daddy,
- "for I want to go down in that vieinity to see Mr. Fox."

"To make a long story short, when we came to the barn,"
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related Ronnle, "it turned out to be a covered bridge. We'
parked the car and Daddy and I exenined the bridge. We found
it rests on the original hewn stone piers. Daddy said that
hewn stone was out with hand tools before the days of power
driven tools. The hridge hés been reinforced in the middle
with conorete plers. It was bullt for the 'horse and buggy
days! when the loads were not so heavy.. The bridge is about

eighteen feet wide and about eighty feet long. The floor is

-made of oak planks and the sides are covered with poplar

-
boards. It has & shingled roof.)7 As we sat on one of the
stone plers Daddy told me thls interssting story:"

- This is the only covered bridge left in Vigo County.
The coreek here is Honey COreek. According to one story
the reason for the name Honey Creek goes back to the
time of the attack on Fort Harrison. A company of
soldlers the night before the battle, while camped on
the banks of the stream, found a bee tree in which

was a ‘large anount of honey. They ocut off the section
of the trunk holding the honey, and running a stick
through the hollow started to carry it to camp on their
shoulders, But in crossing the creek on a log they
fell in, and most of the honey went to sweeten the
waters of the creek,

This story was told by 2 Mr, Thomas H. Files who
was one of the soldiers who fell into the stream,
However, another pioneer, Mr, Ross, thought the oreesk
-was named for the many honey locust trees that are
found in Vigo COunty. b

"I like the story about the soldiers the best," said

Ronnie as he finished telling about his discovery. | ‘

"That was a wonderful discovery," sald Miss White,

"We will certainly want to 1nclude that historic bridge on

our trip. One dey I 'saw an exhibit at the Fairbanks Libraryl
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which showed a picture of the old ocovered bridge. The infor-

nmation under the picture stated that the bridge was built in
1867, and later rebuilt by W. P. A. at a cost of $2,7OO.00."45

"Does anyone renember the name of the man Mra. Risher
told us we should learn nore about in the niddle years re-
port?" asked Miss White., The children showed by the expres-
sion on their faces they were thinking‘.

"I'1ll give you some olues," declared Miss White, "like
those we use in the 'Who am I?' geme. This man said, *'When _
I ceame to Terre Haute there were but two oabins and the nearest
boarding house was at Pt., Harrison., I sawed end furnished
the lumber for the first court house which was built in 1825.'15

Spike's hand went up, "Are you Abraham Marklef"

"No, I am not Abraham larkle," answered Niss White.

The olues so0 far could have desoribed Markle except for the
mention of the lumber being used for the court house., "In
1838 I buiit the Prairie House on the corner of ny farm."15

*Did you later ocall it the Terre Haute House?" asked
Gloria,

To the answer 'Yes, I 4id', Glorie thinking out loud

said, "I remember reading'an artiocle about the Terre Haute

3 Hbuao,15 but I just can't think of your name. The Deming

Hbtel waé built later, Maybe you bullt it too. Are you

ff Demas Deming?"

"Nb,‘I»am not Demas Deming," replled the teacher.
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"Demas Deming, 3r., the father of the nan who built the Deming

Hotel, and I were very good friends, however. I helped to

15

build the first railroad between Terre Haute and Indianapolis.”

"Are you Chauncey Rose?" Danny asked as he excitedly
waved his hand, |

"Yes, I am Chauncey Rose," answered Miss White. "That
ends the game, but 1t is Just the beginﬁing of finding infor-
nation for reports on Chauncey Rose, As Mrs. Risher told us,
he 1s oonéidered Terre Haute's greatest henefactor. That
means he gave more of hls money and service to help the paoplé
of Terre Haute than any other» man has given. Because of his
kindness to the people of Terre Haube and elsewhere at the
time of his death August 13, 1877, he was said to be America's
greatest philanthropist."l5

JiSS White wrote the word in syllables on the board
and explained, "Phi-laﬁ-thro—pist means a person who loves
mankind and works for its welfare.?3 As we hear reporyvs on

Chauncey Rose let us keep in mind the meaning of philanthropist

| and see why that word was used to describe him.,"

Miss White listed on the board some of Chauncey Rose's
achlevements-~what he did--and different children volunteered
to give a report on one of them, In a few days the reports
were glven by the volunteers. |

Spike wrote a report on the life of Chauncey Rose!

Chauncey Rose was boran in Wethersfield Meadows, .
Connecticut, December 24, 1794. His father came from
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Scotland. In the fall of 1817, he traveled in the
states of Indlana, Illinois, Mlssouri, Kentucky,

- Tennessee and Alabama, looking for a location %o
live and do business., He liked Terre Haute and be-
cene a resident in April, 1813, Chauncey Rose
lived longer than his six brothers and one sister,
all of whom had no children. e was never narried
80 when he died he was the 'last of his race'. He
inherited quite a largse sum of money from some of
his brothers. This money along wlth what he made
was used for a great many worthwhile purposeo not -
only herse, but many places.

Chauncey Rose went to school only a short time,
but his good health, energy, courage, strong nind,
and lots of good common sense added to hls Seotch
ability to save, helpsd him to make both frlends and
money. He distributed the largest part of his money
during his lifetime to be sure 1t would be used as
he wished, Terre Haute 1s fortunate that he livedlh
here and helped to make her the city she is today.

- The site of Chauncey Rose's last home was where
the Laboratory School of Indiana 3tate Teachers Cole
lege stands today. He died on August 13, 1877, leav=~
ing Tefge Haute a better place to live because he had
lived, v

»T 4idn't mention any special things he dld fér Terre
Haute," commented Spike, "for I thought that would be oovered.
by the other reports."
| "Your report showed you were thoughtful of others,
Spike," stated Miss White. "It included only the necessary

faets for a report on someone's life, such as the date when

é” he was born, when he came to the place where he achleved suo-

cess, some of his outstanding characteristics, and the date

of his death, If you had the only report on the person it

%f would have been necessary to have named the things he did,

'f? but siﬁoe-there«ara several reports on this great man, your
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report was just the infofmation we needed."‘
| Gloria had a reporf on the Prairie House:

Chauncey Rose buillt the Prairie House on the cor-
ner of hils farm., He had Just purchased the largest
plece of land in one piece ever held by a citizen of
Terre Haute., He owned 320 aores which ran from what
is now 7th and Poplar north to Locust Street, Loocust
east to 13th, 13th south to Poplar, and Poplar west
to 7th. The land had belonged to the ifarkle heirs
but they hed lost 1t through a mortgate [Joan on pro-

: perty] » There was a rumor that iir. Rose came by the

| land dishonestly, but it was proven that this was not
true. A {Ir, Rapp had obtained the land as a Jjust
debt from the Markles and he had sold 1t to Mr. Rose.

The 0ld Prairie House was opened in 1838, with Mr.
Theron Barnum as manager, He made a good start, kept
a fine house, but made little money the next three
years., Mr, Rose closed the hotel until 1849. Terre
Haute had become the center of the transportation
improvenents; the river, the canal, and the National
Road! The stage coaches made dailly trips between
Terre Haute and Indianapolis.

In those days 1t cost five dollars a week for all
your meals, your room, and room service (maid and
bell-hop], and two dbligrs and a half to keep your
servant or your horse.

Glorla paused to remark: "Mother said 1t would ocost

about five dollars to stay just one night now and that would
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not include any meals or tips." Gloria continued:

The guests told the white coated barefooted boy
walters what meat they wanted. They helped themselves
to breads, preserves, vegetables, salads, deserts, and
beverages from those on the table., They could eat
what they wanted for the price was included with their
rooga The tadbles were loaded with a large variety of
food, . ‘ . ‘

ST i
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In 1853, Mr. Rose changed the name of the Prairie
House to the Terre Haute House. The boom came to the
hotel in 1887, for 1t was in that year Terre Haute's
mile race track was opened and the hotel became the
most famous west of the Allegheny Mountains. .

2
23
e
¥
£
3
i




e e _

102

The old building was torn down., The Terre Haute

House we know today was built on the sit63§t 7th and
Wabash and was opened the summer of 1928, Until
Highway L1 was changed to 3rd 5treet from 7th 3treet
the site was called both the 'Crossroadi of %ths
World! and the 'Crossroads of Americal.l?

Cindy asked, "Is that where Indiana got her motto?"

"lerre Haute people," answered i¥iss White, "like to
think that was where it originated [}tarte@]. Gloria gave us
a very good report on the Prairie House., Chauncey LRose made
money from the hotel, the lots he plotted from his farm, the
railroads and other investments. ©Who has the report on 'What-
He Gave Terre Haute'?"

"I have that report," replied Dennis, "Deforse we go
on I would like to know if the Lir. Barnum Gloria mentioned in
her report was related to Phinesas Taylor Barnua the man who
started the greatest show on earth whom we read about in our

readert"”

"I'm sure I don't know," answered iiiss Wwhite. "Dennis,

‘that would be a good topic to do some research on after we

have finished the study of how Terre Haute and Vigo County
developed. You may give your report on Mr. Rose aow."

Dennis gave the following report on "What Mr. Rose Gave
Terre Haute": | |

When Chauncey Rose started west he promised his
- mother he would return each year to see her. This
promise could not be fulfilled until the fifth year
after he left home, but from then on until her death
in 1838, he bjeldom missed a year of returning to
visit her. Transportatlon was slow and often dan-
gerous, but he kept his promise, Because of the
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teachings of hils mother he was very generous with his
giving to nearly all of the churches of Terre Haute
and attended services faithfully. In her memory he
endowed [left money to provide an income for] the
Rése ladies Aid 3Society to help maintain the Rose
Home for Aged \Jomen located at 1016 liorth 6th Ltreet.

He left an endowmnent for the Rose Orphans llome at
25th and Wabash, which has in recent years been turned
into the Chauncey Lose Home for aged men and wolen.

It was established October 27, 1874. Its elaborate
styling was copied from the Zandringham Palace in
England, He also left money for the Sisters of Pro=-
vidence, later called St. Ann's Orphan lHome. 7The
home was located at 13th Street,gnd 6th Avenue where
Merchants Freight stands today.

The Rose Dispensary, located at 7th and Cherry, is
e place where poor people are dispenced [given ow@
medicine without money. iIr. Oakey said in speaking
of this great deed by Chauncey Rose '}f is a work
of Christian benevolence [good-will]'.™%

No one knows how many hundreds of pcople have bene=
fited from the money Chauncey Rose left in endowment
funds. To this day many people, churches, schools,
and businesses are able to borrow from the Chauncey
Rose‘Sggool Fund in order to have money for their
needs.

"Richard's brother goes to Rose Poly so I let Richard
have that part of the report, Miss White,” said Dennis. "Was
that all right?"

"1 think that was very kind of you, Dennis," replied
Miss White, "I knew when that toplc was listed there would
be quite s lot of faets to read and report on. Richard you
may give your report tomorrow if you have it reedy. It is
time for recess now."

The next day Richard gave the following report which

his brother, Jim, had helped him write:




EETN

104

Chauncey Rose was an englneer by experience and
inclination [liking or tendency]. He was interested
in transportation and industry; therefore it was
natursl for him to be interested in estebliching a
school for technical education., The state schools
that had been started leaned more towards teaching
or agriculture rather than engineering,

The Terre Ilaute 3chool for Industrial Science was
established on Jeptember 10, 1874, by Chauncey Lose
and a number of his friends. One year later, 1875,
the corner stone of its main building wes laid and
the name was changed to Rose Polytechnic Institute.
However, due to the length of time it took to build
the first bulldings, the illness and death of r,
Rose in 1877, and the delay in settling his will, it
was not until March 6, 1883, the doors were opened
for classes. The school was located at 13th and
Locust Streets which was far away from the noise and
confusion of the town, Today Gerstmeyer Technical
High School 1s located there. Tech uses the old
buildings,.

In 3September, 1921, bullding of the new school
plant was started on a hundred and twenty-three acre
campus donated by Anton and "erman ITulman., The pre=
gsent Rose Polytechnic Institute 1s located on this
site about three milss cast of Terre Haute on the
014 National Road, now known as dighway 4O. Rose
Poly is en engineering school where oanly men are ad-
mitted and only degrees In engineering are given.

It is considered one of the top englneering schools
in the world.l>

Miss White praised Richard's report and sald, "Mary
has the report on 'How Terre Haute Honored Chauncey Rose'"

lary said, "Daddy and mother took my brother and me
down on Dresser Drive to see the memorial to Mr. Rose. Daddy
8aid that the columns and thelr three cornered top covering;

called a facade, came from the 0ld post office buillding which

‘4 stood where our pregent post office stands at 7th and Cherry.

- We olimbed-up the steps and read these words which were inscribed
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on one of the corner markers:" o
Plannsd and dedicated by the Banks of the Wabash
Agsoclation to perpetuate [keep goingl the neaories
of thogs, who by thelr gensrous material gifts, have
enlarged the spiritual, educational,_ ghysical and
recreational life of ’shis,eommunityﬁ8
Mary continued, "This memorisl is called the Chauncey Tose
fenorial Plaza. I'rom it you can see a beaubtiful view of the
Wabash River, Daddy told me it was buiit in 1936-37 for an
outdoor gathering place, but has been negleoted by our clty
officials, Mr. Kenneth Giilis sach year on the night before _
the Fourth of July has a Iree displa& of fireworks for childe
reﬁ, in memory of his'father.57 The crowd gathers on the
hillside and around the Plaze to see the magniflcent sight."
"All of the reports on Chauncey Rose have been very
good," commented iliss White, "Jeveral people have written a

great deal about him, Just the other day I saw a thesis

(thé'sis-~a long written report deseribing original research

on some subject and presented by the writer for a college de-

gree) which had been donated to the Indiana Room of the Fair-
banks Library, entitled 'Chauncey Rose, His Life and Contribu-
tion to Eduoation'.ho IPew men have left as many proofs of
love and kindness as Mr. Rose; the [ose Polytechnic for the
education of boys, the orphan homes that cared for orphans be-
fore the county took the responslbility, the Rose Dispensary
for the siock and needy, the Rose Home for /Aged Women, the

Cheuncey Rose Home (for aged men and women) and the use of
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the endowment funds for ﬁhose needing loans; Besides these
benefactions for Terre Haute and Vigo County }r. Rose spent
more than & million and a half dollars in New York for over
eighty charities (iastitutions for helping the sick, the poor,
and the helpless), hundreds‘of dollars in his hometown of
Wethersfield, Connecticut, and countless thousands of dollars
to individuals.lh Do you remenber the Word which describes
a person who loves mankind so well they are willing to spend
their money and give of their service for the welfare of
others?"

Almost as one volce came the word, "Philanthropist©,

"That 1s the wordl" smiled Mlss White. "I'm sure all
of you understand the neaning of the word better after having
learned about Mr, Rose. As we g0 on in our study we will find
that Terfe Haute has had, and continues to have, many philan=-
throplsts. You do not have to be rich to have a philanthropid
heart. Thbse of you who glve cheerfully and generously of
what you have and show acts of kindness to others have a phi=-
lanthropic heart."”

Barbara came to school one day very happy for her Aunt
Mary had told her about Paul Dresser. Barbara had clipped

Mrs, Clark's column from the Terre Haute Tribune~Star one

Sunday and had read from some books about Paul NDresser, She
found there wes much controversy ]grgumenﬁ] concerning when

and where Dresser was born., 3lnce Mrs, Clark's article was
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the latest article written she copled sonme 6f her report from

the clipping. DBarbara wrote:

Many years ago a news reporter asked Paul Dresser
if he knsw exactly whenr and where he was born. Dregser
replied, 'Very easily, indecd. It was in 1859 and in
the city of Terre Haute., It was in the lleyer property
on the east side of Zecond Street between Poplar and
Swan,., The house is brick =2nd has since had a second
story added. I lived there until I was 18 or 19 when
ny father sold out his wood business on South First
Street and moved to Chicago.,! The article stated that
the baptlsmal records at 3t. Joseph Church gave April
22, 1859, as the day of Paul Dresser's birth,

He was sent to St. Melnrad Seminary to become &
priest when he was fifteen, but he ran away and joined
a medicine show, IHe later played parts in minstrel
shows., Dresser also wrote sone plays and some SONES.
Finally he moved to lew York,

In 1896, the 1dea of his famous song 'On the Banks
of the Wabash, Far Away! canme to hlm whils he was in
his New York office., iHowever, 1t wasn't until a few
weeks later during the time hz 2nd his brother were
vacationing in West Baden, Indlana, that he was able
to compose the entire sonsg.

Paul Dresser, broken in health and wealth, died at
his sister Emma's home in New York, January 30, 1906,
not knowing that the Indiane legislature would adopt
his song, 'On the Bankngf the Wabash, Far Away' as
the state song in 1913.

"Aunt Mary," sald Barbara, "told me that Dr. Thomas
Moorehead asked DPresser when he sew him in Yew York who Mary
was in the song. Paul Dresser said that he d1d not have any-
one in particular in mind, Dr. Moorehead suggested that he
dedicate his sdng/to litt;e'Mary South, the daughter of Colonel
i E. E. South, the general agent for the Blg Four Railroad at
§¢ Terre Haute. He described her as being 'pretty as a picture

and able to sing delightfully!, Dresser knew Colonel South,
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but had never seen little Mary. Nevertheieés, he liked the
idea and dedicated the song to her. Aunt Mary showed nme
several c¢lippings about Paul Dresser and some cards and lete
ters he had written to her. Hb stopped in town to wvisit her
father and her 1n 1898. Shé said he was a very large man who
overflowed the plano stool when he sat down to play his new
song. He dld not have a singing voice,—but rather 'talked
his song off'. Aunt Mary was very proud of the second copy

of the song which Dresser autographed and sent to her. She

wanted everyone to share it with her so she had it framed and

gave it to the Elks Club. Later they gave it to the Historical
Museum of the Wabash Valley and it now hangs there near the
Dresser piano and the life size portrait of Dresser."36

"That was a very interesting report, Barbara," said
Miss Whife; "I met your Aunt ifary at the dedicatlion of the
Museum and she asked me to coms see her mementoes [souvenirs
to arouse ﬁemoriei] of which she is so proud. We also talked
ébout making a tape recording of what she remembers about Paul
Dresser. If we get to do that I will play the tape for you."

At that remark the children clapped their hands and

atarted asking, "When are you going to do thét?"

"Oh, that wlll take quite a bit of planning and organ-
izing. It will have to be after our trip, perhaps next sum-
mor." |

"Then we won't get to hear it," moaned Mike, "for we
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~ will be on vecation. When we come back wé will be in the
| £ifth grade."
"Now Mike, don't worry about not hearing it," explained

f Miss White. "A college professor and I hope to make a tape
recording of the voices of several people who resmember things
that should be kept for future generations. When the tape is
completed we expeoct all who wish to heaf it to have that
opportunity, regardless of who they are, Our dreams are that
grade school children, high school and college students, as
well as townspeople will want to hear this first hand knowledée
from the lips of those who know of things that are not writ-
ten,"”

‘Someone suggested that the group sing "On the Banks of
the Wabash, Far Away." It was never sung with more apprecia-
tion or more feeling. The children were still humming it when

they came 1n from recess twenty minutes later,

| : The‘humming of the song reminded lMiss White thers were
3 6ther facts concerning Paul Dresser the children should know,
She sald as she wrote on the chalkboard, "Boys and girls,
Der-e~i~=g~e~r iz the correct way to spell Paul Dresser's name.

| For some reason he changed the spelling. However, two of his
brothers, who also became famous, Theodiore as a writer of novels,

and Edward as an aotor, did not change the spelling. FEdward

a 1ived until Jahuary 29, 1958.39 To honor Lresser, the road

running south along: the east odgs of the Wabash River from
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Wabash Avenue past the Cﬁauneey Rose Memoriél Plaza to the
Boat Club was named Dresser Drive., Also at the western end
of the bridge across the Wabash River is Dresser Memorlal
Park, whioh stretches along both sides of the highway, with
an underpass conneoting the two parts.26 The frame school
bullding thers, Dresser Sochool, 1s for the ohildren who live
in the community just south of the highﬁay, also oalled Dresser.
The people of this community are often viotims of floods when
the Wabash overflows. Paui Dresser's song is still sung not
only in Indiana, but all over the world. It isn't a song with
a short life like the ones on the Hlt Parade; but one that we
hope will live as long as Terre Haute stands on the banks of
the Wabash,"

In science study the children had learned that rail-
- road, bué; telephone, gas, electrlc, and water companies were
; publio ut;lities. They alsc learned that coal, water, gas,

011, lumber and stone were natural resources. Dennis was

quite interested in natural resources for he often went with.

his father to make deliveries from the fuel oil tanker truck

his father operated. He had studied about the process of

changing the orude 01l which came from the ground to fuel oil.

His new interest, in coal, helped him to get this information:

In 1816, David Thomas saw 0oal along the Wabash River

and predlicted that the coal industry would some day be
one of the great resources of the country,

About 1833, a few loads of poor grade surface [On the
ground] coal were brought from Honey Creek and sold to
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blacksmiths, but wood was so rlentiful the blacksmiths
preferred it.

A few years later two meh Qere unsuccessful in try-
ing to send some barges of coal to New Orleans whloch
they had mined from the bluffs six or seven miles up
the river from Terre gﬁute. Due to low water the barges
sank slong the shore, ' . :

Dennis stopped reading to remark, "These facts show
that from the beginning of Vigb County people knew about coal
being one of its natural resources. As long as wood was cheap |
and plentiful there was no need of coal. We found from re-
ports'of the early years perlod that very few people had
stoves and there was not muoh industry yet. However, by 1852
Chauncey Rose ordered coal ocars for his rallroad for hé foree-
saw that coal shipping would he one of the railroad's biggest
businesses. If he were living today I suppose he would at
the same time be happy to see the long acoel trains passing
through Perre Haute and be aggravated at the orossing tieups.
I imagine though; he would have had overpasses or underpasses
to take care of the traffic, by this time," '

Dennis read from his report:

The Coal Bluff Mining Company was formed in 1875.

From then on many ocoal companies were organized, . Coal
mining is one of Zigo County's oldest and most impor-
tant industries,t ,

Dennis showed the ohildren a booklet entitled Coal, an

iIndiana Heritag .kh- He said, "I will pass this booklet around

- and if any of you want one let me know end I will bring you a

copy from the Indiana Coal Asscoiatlion, whoase offices are here

S
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in Terre Haute. The booklet says:" |

Man's greatest progress has been made since he
learned to produce coal cheaply and in great abundance,
If, through some great disaster, the world should be
deprived of [not be able to gef] ocoal and the benefits
it provides, man's present way of living would beocome
impossible, Substitute sources of energy--oil, natural
gas and water power--could not £ill the gap.

Coal is the major source of energy for the vast en-
terprises which make America the greatest industrial
nation in the world. . . . 70 percent of the electrioci-
ty produced in tﬁe Unlted States is generated by coal-
fired equipment,bh

The ohildren were delighted with the booklet for it
told in words and plotures the story of ocoal. The teacher
listed the names of the children who wanted the booklet and
Dennis obtained copies for them in a few days. He left his
copy on the reference table for he said he could get another
Oone.

>J1mmy found that orude oll was first discovered in the
clty of Terre Haute in 1865, when Chauncey Rose bored a hole
near the Terre Haute House in search of water. 01l was not

; of much value then for theré was not muchAuse for 1t.lh J immy |
read from hls paper:
In 1889, a drill was started in an alley between
Ninth and Tenth and Chestnut Streets. It was a good
strike and oil operators flocked ([Tushed] to Terre
Haute. Real estate doubled in price. Twenty or more
hores were put down, but most of them did not strike

oill. However, the Phoenix, close to the original well,
‘produced oil for many years. o

Several years later cll was found about two miles
goutheast of Riley. During the summer of 1907, the
Terre Haute hotels were filled by o1l men and the
newspapers had headlines about the oil near Riley.
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Gradually the exocltement gied down for the wells 4id
not amount to much then.l

"Grandpa said thet recently there was an oil boom asouth
and southeast of Terre Haute," related Jimmy. "He showed me
some of the producing wells down on South Fruitridge."

‘"Yes, Jimmy, new proocesses have made it possible to
pump oll from the sarth in recent years-that’could not have
been pumped during the middlé years period," explalined Miss
White., "When we go to see the covered bridge we wlll see
several oll wells pumping in that direction."
| John'e daddy worked for the Public Service Company.

He told John the electric light was introduced in Terre Haute
in 1885.“8 The first eleotrio street lights used carbon
stioks. He also said that telephones came into use during
the early elghties. In 1883, the Central Union Telephone
Company had 350 telsphones in the olty and connections with

b John found

some of the smaller towns around Terre Haute.
the population of Terre Haute to be 26,042 in 1880. His
déddy figured that averaged about one telephone for évery T
péople;‘ |

John‘said, "Miss White; you said for us to hotice how
people's idaas éhanged as our toﬁn and county daveloped. I'm
sure Mr.‘Oakey'a’idea about the interurban ﬁouid have changed
if he mam 11v1ng ndw, for he wréte in 1908:" | |

Of}later developmentﬂthan the telephones, but more

important in their raaults.‘afgvintarurban communica-
tion and rural free delivery, ‘
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"Daddy explained to me," said John, "that the interurban
was an electric ocar about the size of a passenger car on the
rallroads today thet ran from Terre‘Haute to Indianapolis, to
Clinton, to Paris, and to Suilivén. From Indisnapolls you
could go almost anyplace in Indiana and on into Kentﬁoky, or
Ohio, or Michigan, or Illinois.' The interurban terminal
[station] there was the largasﬁ and finest in the world.?
Terre Haute's Traction Terminal, as it was called, was an
elaborate building in 1its day., It was the Arcade Building,
whioh is now the bus statica, looated on Wabash between 8th
and 9th Streets. The interurbans came in at the back of the
building. The cars ran on tracks with trolleys above them.
These trolleys connected the interurban with the wire above
ﬁhioh was charged with electricity from power stations along
the tracks. People living along roads where interurbans ran
could have electricity in their homes. Usually the cars ran
alone but sometimes several were fastened together., There
were passenger, coal, express, and freight cars. The electric
lines became very popular for they charged less per mlle than
the tréins and they ran many cars each day and night."

"The rural free delivery lMr, Oakey spoke of," continued

John, "was mall delivery to people in the country. The busi-

- ness men ware against it for they thought the farmers would

stop coming to town to market 1f their mall was brought to them.

However, the interurban and mell delivery brought the country
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and town people closer tégether. Mr. Oakey wrote:"

The interurban traction line shares with the tele-
phone and rural free delivery the responsibllity for
the remarkable ochanges that have occurred in rural
1ife during the last ten or fifteen ygars. (That
would be the change In the nineties].

"Your daddy and you have given us some valuable infor-

mation,"” commented Miss White. "I night add that the interurban

service lasted about forty years. The last run in Indiana was
made in 1941.9 The rails were taken up and much of the steel
was used during World War II. The interurban stops were num-
bered and today a few roads go by thelr old name such ag Stop'
20 Road, Clinton line, or Stop 10 Road, Sullivan line. On our
trlp we will leave the Lafayette Road or Highway 41 at Stop 20
Road, Clinton line, to see Spring Creek.m

"Bobby mentioned at the beginning of our study," began
Miss Whife,one day, "something about Terre Haute being famous
as a sports center. Perhaps some of you boys have found out
some interesting facts about sports."

Several hands went up and Timny was called on for he
had not taken part in any of the special reports and had not
shown much interest in soolal studiés.

"In Carolyn's book, The Webash Velley Remembers 1787~

1938," related Timmy, "I found en article thet mentioned about

every sport there is and the name of one or more well-known

f: persons for each sport. The outstanding sports that were fol=

lowed 1n the middle years period 1866-1916 were horseracing




B .

116
and baseball. My report is on baseball,."”

In the late eighteen eighties baseball was Jjust
becoming the popular Americen sport., Henry F. Schmildt,
Ythe father of baseball' in Terre Haute, A, C., Duddle-
ston, Mordecai Brown, Ross Harriot, Billy Nelson and
meny others played an important part in developing
baseball in the Middle Wesgt and making Terre Haute a
capitol for baseball in those days. In 1889, Schmidt
was named a vice-president of the Indlana-Illinois
League and soon afterwards in the Three-~I League
which has continued through wars and hard times up to
the present time., Some of the stars of those years
were Bobby's Great Uncle Mordecai Brown, the three
fingered flinger for the Chicago Cubs, Charles 'Gabby?
Street, later manager of the St. Louls Browns, Cecil
Ferguson, who pitched for South Bend in 1903, and
later went with the Browns and Glants, and George 15
Grant and Lefty Miller, who starred for Cleveland.

wlimmy, you haﬁe given us a very good review of base-
ball in its beginning," commented Mlss White., "I didn't rea=-
lize that Terre Haute took up the great American sport so
soon. I suppose you follow the game very closely on televi-
sion," '

"Yes I do, Miss Whilte,” replied Timmy, "but I think

radio and television have hurt the gamne as far as people

attending games are oconcerned., I'd rather be at a game than
see it on T,V."
"It is more exclting to be there," agreed lfiss White.
Freddle was called on next. He started out by saying,
"Miss White, I'm certeinly glad you told me to ask daddy if
Fred Carter was hls uncle. He is his uncle and daddy said
that mgde him my greet uncle. He can really tell you about

horse racing. He still follows the reces even 1f he is almost
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87 years old.”

"Freddie, your great unocls, Fred Cartexn is one of the
people we want to include on our tape recording project,? Te=-
marked Miss White. "He remembers so much about the horses
that made Terre Haute the racing capitcl of the world."

"I wrote down some of the things Uncle Fred told me
about the track and Axtell," said Jimﬁie as he unfolded his
repbrt. "I also got some of my report from Carolyn's book."l5

Horse racing in Terre Haute had its beginning almost
with the founding of the town. The first permanent
trotting track was built on bthe Corbin Farm in 1851.
The heyday of racing came during the boom years of
the 'gay Hineties'. W. Re. McKeen gave fifty-four acres
of ground, which laid between Fruitridges and Brown
Avenues and wabash and Locust, for the track. The old
track was a half-mile track, but because the Terre
Haute men wanted only the 'first class' meets which
requirsed a mile track it was necessary to fit the track
in this small area. The track was a humped square on
which HNancy Hanks, Axtell, Axworthy, General Watts and
nmany other matchless horses made harness history. The
track was opened in 1887, and was called the fastest
track 1n the world. A4xtell's Terre iHaute record for
3-year-olds, 2:12 in 1889, stood for seventeen years,
Today in the Terre Haute Iouse lobby on the wesat wall
south of the North Seventh Street entrance hangs an
0il painting of Axtell and on the same wall north of
the entrance hangs an oil painting of Nancy Hanks.

Freddie looked up from his paper and said, "Uncle Fred
told me this true story. ir. C. W, Williams, the oWner of )
Axtell, ocame to Terre Haute from Iowa for one of the big races,
During the evening meal at the Tefre Haute House ir. Ijams |

sat on one side of Mr. Willlams and another man sat on the

" other sgide, Mr. Wiiliams said to Mr, Ijams, 'This gentleman

has just offered me $100,000.00 for Axtell.' Mr. Ijams re-
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plied, 'I will give ybu $105,000,00 for him.' . Williams'
80ld Axtell to ir. Ijams. Axtell was taken to Warren Park
Farm, the howe of !ir. Ijams, to become a sire [Tather] to
meny horses. It 18 clained /xtell did more to further the
perfection of trotters than any lhorse, Hls con, Axworthy,
was born at Warren Park Farm and trailned at the Terre Haute
Track. e made a record for B-year—blds of 2:12.5. I do not
understand how to read the number, but Uncle Fred seid T
- would when I had decimals later on. Axworthy wes injured,
but later became one of the grestest sires of trotting colts.
In 1890 the wvalue of the horses broucht here for the races
was estinated at $2,000,000. It would take & long time to
tell you all the interesting fects Tncle Fred told me about
horses and racing."

s agree with you, Freddie,”" sald I'igs White, "for I
spent almost two hours with him, listening to him tell, iﬁ
such an interesting manner, of ils experiences, [eep yoﬁr
notes, Freddie, and perhaps sometime during sharing time you |
can tell us more about Uncle Fred's experiences.m

Richard stated, "Several of the boys read the artiecle
in The Wabagh Valley ggggg§g£§}5 about Terre Haute being a
famous sports center, but most of the dates given and sports
mentioned would come in the later years period. We think

Timmy and Freddle did a good job of choosing only baseball

and horse racing for the middle yeers perlod."
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"Your remarks ére very complimentary to your classe- '
nmates," sald the teacher. "I too, think they did a splendid
Job of selecting from the article the two outstanding sports
of that period,”

Janet said she would like to ask Freddie whet he meant
by "gay nineties'™ for she had read thut expression several
timen and wondered what it nmeent. Fréddie said he did not
know; he just wrote in his report what his Uncle Fred hed
said.

"The 'gay nineties' were ulso called the 'fabulous
nineties',”57 explained liiss White., YDuring the years fron
1890 to 1900 a few people had become rich. We talked about
the transition years when a gradual change from farming to
industry took place, By 1900 there were so nany big businesses
that in most casss a few men would own Just part of the busi-
ness which was called shares or stock. 'fhese rien would often
own shares in several different businesses. They becaue very
: | wealthy. 7The people who actually did the work in the businesses |
were usually not paid very well and were often very poor,
This made two classes of people, the rich and the poor. Ths
rich owners of businesses were usually called capitalists and

the worikers were called laborers, Leaders arose froa the

working olass and organized unions. Jugene V, Debs who was
born in Terre Haute in 1855 and lived until 1926, founded the

American Railway Union in 1893, Jjust a year before the famous
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Pullman strike.,l® Thé strike meant thgt‘the people who‘workgd
at the plant where Pullmen sleeping-cars were built refused ﬁo
work until they had better working conditions. There Lad been
too much spending in trying to meke Industry bigger in the
eighties, The farmers were dlssatisfied. lloney was scarce
not only in the United States, but all over the world, All
of these ard other causes brought abdut a condition of hesrd
times called the Panic of 1893;”10

"The Americen people liked to celebrate centennisls,
Does anyone reumenmber whet a centennlal isov |

Tirecia, who hadn't been sure severesl weeks before when
the subject had been explained, ageain timidly answered, but
in statement form this time iustead of with a question, ™A
cenﬁennial is a period of a hundred years."

- "Pinecia is right,” continued Iiiss White. "I reed that
between 18706, the one-huhdredth anniversary of the signingrof
the Declaration of Independence, and 1889, the one-~hundredth
anniversary of the Coanstitution, the United 3States had formed
the hablit of celebrating centennials. It was only natural
then to celebrate the four-~-hundredth anniversary of the'dis-

10 What year would that have

covery of Amerioca by Colunmbus.
been?"

like had perked up his ears and before Iliss White hardly
had the yuestion out of her mouth he shouted, "18921"

"fhat is the date," said liiss Whlte as she continued
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| explaining Janet's quéstion. "The oelébration was often cal%ed
the Chicago World's Fair, but its official name was the 'World's
Columbian Expositiont."
Mlss White walked over to her card file on her desk
and as she looked through the file she said, "I believe I have
some notes on the Columbian Exposition that would help us

understand the 'gay nineties' better.h Yes, here they are on

this ocard."

Miss White glanced now and then at the card as she
read:

The Falir was dedicated on Columbus Day, October 12,
1892, but it did not officially open until the follow=
ing spring, In spite of the depression [hard times],
twelve million visitors entered its gates, and it was
a great financial success. [That means they made money
from the Fair,] Exhibits from all over the world as
well as America were there., Whole buildings and parts
of buildings had exhibits on transportation, manufac-
tures, machinery, electricity, mines and mining, agri-
culture, horticulture, florioculture [flowers] and the

- liberal arts [subjeots in education]. There was a great
> Midway with ferris wheels and other amusements. There
were 'congresses' whioh we would ocall committee meetings
where soience, literature and religion were discussed.
America's greatest architects, sculptors, and painters
helped to create the twenty-six million dollar Fair.
Out of the Fair and the congresses Americans got a far
better understanding of their country and its place in
in the world then they had ever had before, They went
home to imitate its architecture, to seek for beauty in
the replanning of thelr towns and citles, and tolgream
dreams of & more abundant (ore plentiful] life.

The teacher slipped the card back into the file and
said, "The Panioc of 1893 lasted about four years. Then oame

| the 'hoom', a sudden increase in business and better times

for all classes, Twioce as much gold was produced in 1897 as
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in 1890.10 With good times. came petter homes with the new '
convenlences such as bath rooms, electric lights, telephoneé
and new furniture; well dressed people; travel opportunities;
amusements such as the sports of horse racing, baseball, bi-
oyoling, golf and tennis; and entertainment such as stage
shows, operas, and vaudeville, Inventions and discoveries
developed fast. Most of the péople seemed to be g€ay. Our

diotionary tells us 'fabulous' means too extraordinary to

- seem possible. That definition describes the decade of the

'gay and fabulous nineties'."

Janet raised her hand and said thoughtfully, "I'm be-
ginning to see.what was meant by the 'gay ninetles'., Things
changed fast just like Daddy says things have changed fast
since World war Ii. Even I oan remember when very few people
had television, Now I don't know anyone who doesn't have
television, New things make péople happy and gay." |

"You have some good ideas, Janet," replised Miss White.
"However, your last statement is not always true. Happiness
comes from within yourself and ocan not always come through
things. The Bible teaches us, Proverbs 23:7, 'For as he
thinketh in his heart, so 1s he', Perhaps we should say 'new
things help to make people happy and gay',."

"There is another concept or term you should know,"

continued Miss White, "in oconneotion with this part of the

middle yeais. Every hundred years 1s called a century. When
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1899 beocame 1900, it was called the turn of the century. Thg
name of the century 1s always the number following the year.
For example, 1801 to 1900 is the nineteenth century and 1901
to 2000 is the twentleth century.”

"I've geen 'Twentieth Century Fox' as the producer on
lots of T. V. shows and I wondered what it meant," remarked
Gloria, "I guess twentieth century neans the nineteen hund-
reds."

"Your guess 1s right, Gloria," replied Miss White,

"If you keep your eyes open you will see it on a lot of things.
At the turn of the oentury a few automobiles were being seen.
The first gasoline automoblle in America had been built by
Elwood Haynes of Kokomo.9 He tried 1t out on July 4, 1894.

In the 1903 Illustrated Commercial History of the State of
Indiana*l was this ad:"

A light gasoline runabout for daily use. Overland
$595.00 Standard Wheel Company--The rig you've been
looking for.

Miss White told the ohildren that the Overland auto-
mnobile was first manufactured in Terre Haute, in the 0ld Hub
and Spoke Faotory which later became the Standard Wheel wOrks.is
The fastory stood where Chesty Foods; Thomson Symon Co.,
Packard sShirt, and Recipe Fpods stend today. Beforé the day
of the automobiles the Hub and Spoke faotory, which made wheels
for Buggies and wagons; was one of Terre Haute's leading in-

dustries, She said that the first car appeared in Terre Haute
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in 1900, and was owned, by C. N, MoConnéll, who was one of thg
most envied and one of the proudest men in Terre Haute and |
who drew a orowd wherever he drove, Miss White showed the
children a pleture of her Grandfather Welsh sitting in his
Reo which was the first car in Otter Creek Township. In 1903
some of his friends said, "Tom will be flying a flying machine
next!™ for Orville and Wilbur Wright had Just made their suc-
cessful flight at Kittyhawk, North Carolina, in their flying
mechine,l

"We will learn in our study of the next period, 1916§
1966, continued Miss White, "that there was great develop-
ment in all types of transportation, both ground and air, but
it oould not have developed so well or so fast, had it not
been for the ones who ploneered the development i1a the middle
period. Could anyone explein what we mean by 'piloneered!
when the word is used thls way?"

"I always thought pioneers were old fashioned people
who wore buckskin clothes and were the first to go to a new
country," remarked Janet, "but the other day I looked up the -
word for I came aoross it in a sentence that didn't make sense
with that meaning. I found it meant a person who does some-
thing first and so prepares a way for others. I suppose that
Haynes and the Wright brothers were ploneers of the automoblle

and airplane industries for they were the first to be success-

ful in their invention of the automoblile and airplane and in
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that way prepared the way for others.m”

- "Janet, you have done a good job of explaining anothe;
meaning of ploneer," sald Miss White., "If this group is the
first group in the Terre Haute achools to make a study of the
development of Terre Haute and Vlgo County, the first to plan
a trip to see pleces and sites of historical significance
[importance], and the first to go on such a trip, what would
this group be doing?"v

"We would be pioneering that kind of school exocursion,"
said Mary, "for we would be the first to go on such a trip
and we would have facts gathered together that would prepare
other school children for a simllar trip."

"When we started this study," exclalmed Richerd, "I
had no idea we would end up being ploneersin

"We won't be ploneers unless we finish our job,"
laughed Miss White., "Let's try to get our study of this
period finished 1n the next few days."

. The next morning Cindy seid, "Grandms Risher says she
| hes another '0dds and Ends' report almost ready.”

The chlldren clapped their hands joyfully and asked,
"When 1s she coming?"

Miss White told Cindy that Friday would be a good day
for her to come for there were only a few more short reports

t0 be given by the boys and girls who had volunteered to teke

certain toplos.
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Tuesday afternoon Mike gave & réport on population '
flgures. The children had learned that population meant theA
number of people there were when the counting took place.,

The counting was called a census and was usually done every
ten years,

Mike asked Miss White if he could come in a 1ittle
early after lunch and write some riguies on the board. She
gave him permission, He said, "Daddy and I have been working
on this report a long time. He helped me to learn how %o
read some of the big numbers we haven't had yet,."

Mlke wrote on the board the population figures:56

TERRE HAUTE
1850 1860 1870 1880 1890 1900 1910
L,051 . 8,594 16,103 26,042 30,217 36,673 58,157

' VIGO GOUNTY
15,289 22,517 33,594 45,658 50,195 62,035 97,910

After the children came in and the soclal studies class
got underway Mike came to the board and used the pointer as
he explained the flgures, He polnted out that the figures
showed that during eesch of the first three ten year periods
the population of Terre Haute doubled, The population hetween
1870 and 1880 showed the greatest growth up %o that time and
the next deocade showed the least growth. He noticed that the
population growth plaked up again during the "gay ninetles".
The new twentleth century bfought a tremendous gain in population.
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"We followed the census figurses through to the present
day," Mike stated. "VWe found that was the greatest growth
that Terre Haute ever had., I will give that report in the
next period, Iater Years."

Mike's enthusiastic explanation of the population
figures helped the children understand better how the town
grew. He also carefully explained thé figures for the popu-
lation of Vigo County, The discussion of how transportation
and new inventions helped the growth was very loteresting to
both the group and the teacher.

David's father belonged to the Junior Chamber of Con=
merce. He told David about two clubs similar to his club and
the regular Chamber of Commerce. They were called the Young
Business Men's Club and the Commercial Club. One of their
main purposes was to bring new industries and businesses to
Terre Haute and Vigdiﬂounty. The Commerecial Club was orgen-

1zed in 1899, and by 1908 had helped to bring fifty-five man-

| ufacturing concerns into the city, eight new reilroad lines

14

and six lerge ocoal compénies. David and his father read

through the names of the new oconcerns mentioned end made a

1list of some that are still doing business today. The list

included:

Miller-Parrott Baking Company, Cooca-Cola Bottling
Company, National Drain Tlle Company, Gartland Foune-
dry Company, Springer Foundry Compeany, Braden Manu-
facturing Company, Vigo Ice and Cold Storage Company,
Home Packing Company, Highland Iron and Steel .Com~
pany, Terre Haute Malleable and Manufacturing Company,
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Viquesney Printiné Conpany, dolumblan Enaneling and
Stamping Company, Valentine and Company, Buett&gr
Shelburne Machine Company, and Temple Laundry.

Davld's father told him that several other business
firms were as 0ld or older than the ones they had listed, hut
they had elther ohanged thelr names and did not g0 by the
name mentioned in Mr. Oakey's book or they were founded be=-

fore the Commercial Club was organized.

Cindy found some interesting faots about the schools

‘in a book entitled A Historical Sketch of Terre Haute, Indiana

2 | V
1822.4 She made a report from the facts:

Thers ars now seven magnificent brick buildings
and one frame building belonging to the oity., The
High School has smple accommnodations [plenty of room]
in the State Normal School Building, ruled by the
weight of the rod., In the school term of 1864~65
there were 16 teachers, 1868-69 there were 32 teach-
ers and 1871-72 there were ga teachers., In 1870-71
there were 3,400 children,4

Ray asked after Cindy finished her report, "What was

the welght of the rod?"

'~ "From the way Daddy explained it to me it was what you
bojs now oall the 'board of éduoation'," explained Cindy. "It
was a paddle or stick which the teachers used to keep order
inlsohool." | |
| Barbara had & report on Demas Deming which proved to
be.verj interesting to the group for their school bore his
neme. Barbara reed:

Demas Deming was born April 15, 1841. His father
was Demas Deming, Senlor, one of the flrst settlers,

who was also a benker and a large landowner in Terre
Haute and Vigo County. Demas, Jr., became the president
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of the First National Bank in 18468; at the time he

was twenty-seven years old, He was called the 'boy !
banker'. HMr. Demlng sald Chauncey Rose helped him

to be successful for he did his banking business

with the First National Bank.

Because of his great friendshid with Rose he was
very interested in Rose Polytechnic., In 1926, he
gave Rose Poly, in memory of his parents, the Demas
and Sarah C. Demling Memorisl Dormitory.

He bullt the Demlng Hotel and helped to develop
- the Dening subdivisions and Deming Park. When he
died on March 7, 1922, he had just completed the
plans for the extension of Ohlo Boulevard from 25th
Street east one mile to Deming Park.

A newspaper artiocle at the time of his dsath
stated, 'His memory will be honored by the many
individuals and institutions which have shared his
generous benefections, end his friends will cherish
keep] and hold in theirlgearts the regard for a
stalwart, seasonsd man',

"Barbars, that was a good report of the life of the
man in whose honor our school was named," commented Miss
White. | ‘

"What year was Deming School bullt?" asked the‘teacher.

"1906," came the answer from the children. They had
had a part in its fiftieth anniversary in 1956,

When Barbara held up The Wabash Valley Ramembersls

opened to the page with the article entitled "Demas Demlng"”
the ochildren recognized the picture of IMr., Deming. It was
one closely resembling the portrait his daughter, Mrs, Water-
man, had loaned Deming School for the fiftieth anniversary.

, Dennis aakéd, "Wouldn't Mr. Deming be called a philan-

thropiat?"
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"Yes. Dennis," answered Miss Whité, "he was another
one of Terre Haute's philanthropists. I'm so glad you boys
and girls are learning how to use some of our new words,"
Randy read from his report on Crawford Fairbanks:

Crawford Falrbanks was one of the several children
of Henry and Emeline Crewford Felrbanks. Thelr par-
ents were among the firat settlers of Terre Haute and
Vieo County. .

Since the beginning of settlement several people
had been working hard to have a library. By 1903,
the library hed agein outgrown its quarters which was
located in sn old chureh building at 119 North Eighth
Street. Mr, Crawforf Feirbanks came to the resoue
and bullt one of the most beautiful end best equipped
libraries in the Middle West in T%mory of his mother
Mrs, Emeline Crawford Fairbanks. It was completed
in April, 1906, and ig the librery we know today on
North Seventh Street. 6 Our bookmoblle comes from
the Felrbanks Library.

Later lr. Telrbanks endowed the Clara Falrbanks
Home for Aged Women, looated near the Union Hospital
in menory of his wife Clara Collett Fairbanks., Her
parents, Josephus and Josephine Collett, gave Collett
Paerk to Terré Haute.

Terre Haute honored the Fairbsnks femily by naming
the park on Dresser Drive in which the Chauncey Rose
Memorial Plaza stands, the Feirbanks Perk. Terre
Haute's Municipal Swimming Pool, which has been allowed
to go to rack aend ruin, also stends in this park and
bears the name Fairbanks Pool.

‘"We are near the end of the middle period 1866~-1916,"
announced Mlss White. "I would like to give you some faots
soncerning the‘world at that time.56 Austria declared war
against Serbla, July 28, 1914, and other countries in Europe
started deolaring war against each other.l At first people

here in our town and county were unconcerned for they were




busy building and developing. The newspapers and nagazines
told of the happenings in Europe and the ministers of the
churches preached for or against the United States entering
the war. Thers were no radios or televisions to keep people
alerted to every move, so most people were not alarmed. How=
ever, the sinking on May 6, 1915, of the Lusitania, which
carried some military supplies, and whioh caused the death
of some 1,200 persons including 128 Americens, brought about
a change in the minds of the American people toward what was
later called World War I. About two years later the sinking
of some more ships caused President Wilson to declare war on
Germany on April 6, 1917. We will see how this war influenced
the development of Terre Haute and Vigo County in the period
of the Later Years 1916-1966,"

TPhe children could hardly wait until Friday. Grandma
Risher was coming to bring her "0dds and iZnds Report"! Cindy
had whilspered to her best girl friends that Grandna was wear-
ing an o0ld fashioned dress again, but not to tell anyone.
Like all secrets told to several people the news got around
and ocaused nuch discussion as to what decade in the middle
period she would represent,

When Mrs. Rlsher appeared at the door the children
clapped thelr hands courteously and showed by their beaming
eyes and smiling faces they were eager tp see her,

After the greetings Mrs. Risher turned about showing
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the dress which she wore and said, "Gindy and Jimmy have told
me how interested you have been in the 'gay Nineties' period
so I wore the dress my mother wore when she attended the
Columbian Exposition in Chiocasgo in 1893. She didn't have
several dresses to take on & trip llke the women and girls
have now. This hump on the back below the waist 18 caused
by a little padded framework fastened under the skirt ocalled
& bustle., It was Jjust as stylish in those days as the cancan
petticoats the glirls wear under their dresses and skirts are
today. I oouldn't get the dress fastened around the waist
for my mother wore a tight fitting undergarment which made
her have what they called a ‘wasp waist'. It was also stylish
to wear this kind of hat and carry a parosol to keep off the
sun. Ladies in those days did not want to get a suntan,."

After further discussion of the dress Mrs. Risher
glanced at the file ocards she held in her hand and brought
to her attentive listeners some additional facts concerning
the middle years:

Some very elegent homss were bullt during this
period. lMany of the large two story frame and brick
houses on South 5th, 6th, and Center are typiocal of
the larger homes built soon efter the Civil War. The
smaller homes c¢alled cottage type whioch had one room
in front with a side porceh leading to two rooms across
the middle and perhaps a single room at the back with
a porch similar to the front porch, were bullt during
the great population increase near the turn of the
century. These houses were some times ocalled 'cross
houses' because of the arrangement of the rooms in the
shape of a cross. There are hundreds of thils type

throughout the older parts of Terre Haute. Many have
been remodeled and covered with verious kinds of siding.
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A good o xample of an early type triock farm house which
was built in 1876, can be seen on the Byron Snith farm '
Just south of Haythorne Avenue on Frultridge.

Some of the people who lived during that period
were Janet Scudder, a sculptress; Daniel Voorhees, a
debator and orator who made speeches which influenced
people's thlnking on many subjects; Lymen Abbott, an
outstanding preacher, author and magazine editor;
Colonel Richard W, Thompson, whose ilenorisl stands

- on the courthouse lawn, the Secretary of the Navy
under Fresident Hayes, oretor, wrlter end politieian;
Max Thrmann, a poet who was especlally known by his
poen 'S Prayer' putlished in 1903; Clesude G. Bowers,
a writer, historian, and ambassador to Chlle (died
January, 195€); Chaprniean J. Root, who designed and
patented the ooca~-cola bottle; Fugene V, Debs, labor
leader and flve times the Soclalist Party cendidate
for presideng- and John Usher, Secretary of Interior
for Lincoln. b

Mrs. Risher paused to renark, "There were many others
who contributed to the growth and developnent of Terre Haute
and Vligo County, but it would be irpossitle to name all of
them. ‘Every one who has lived in Terre Haute has helped it
develop into & better place or a worse place becsuse he or
she was a part of the olty. ¥You could not have a clty withe-
out people. It would Just be a slte,

Mrs, Risher contlnued her'report:

Before 1882, Terre Heute had no hogpitel. Mr. end

Mrs, Herman Hulman helped to establlish, in 1883, a
hospital which later grew to be the present St. Ankthony's
Hospital. What we now think of as belng the old part
was built in 1907.

| Terre Haute was glow in organizing chﬁrohes, tut by

l the end of the middle years period praotlcally all de=

: nominations of Protestents as well as the Catholics

and Jews had bullt beautiful houses of worshlp., Blaok~

ford Condlit, & writer of history, was one of the out=-
standing ministers of the city. ‘ -
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The Columblan Enemeling and Stamping M1ll probably
got 1ts name from the Columbilan Exposition in Chiocago
for the name first appearsd in the 1890's as the name
of a plant in Hervey, Illinols, near Chiecago. The
plant burned in 1900, and the company chose Terre
Haute for 1ts new plant. It was bullt on tg& gole
course of the o0ld Terre Haute Country Club.

The repcrt by Mrs. Risher brought to a close the study
of the Middle Years 1866-1916. The chlldren asked Mrs. Risher
many questions and were delighted with her "story-telling
way" of answering.

"What I like about this kind of study," remarked Mike,
"1s that the names of streets, parks, builldings, and other |
Plaoes mean more to me since I've found out that they were
named for real people who helped our town and oounty to de-
velop. These nemes keep history alive! It's not dead, like
I thought it wasi"

Monday the children were easger to £111 in the nanes
of the places and sites they could visit on their trip. OnA
thelr chart they filled in the following names:

} | PLACES AND SITES THAT CAN BE SEEN TODAY
‘ | Monuments
Soldiers and Sallors--Courthouse Lewn 3ré end Wabash
Colonel Richard W. Thompson-~Courthouse ILawn
Claude I. Herbert--5th and Wabash
Toll Gete site-~Frultridge and Wabash

Indiena State Tecchers College~-6th to 7th, Mulberry

? to Chestnut
! Covered Bridge-~County Road 1CF :
Chauncey Rose

Terre Heute House--7th and Wabash

Rose Home for Aged Women--1016 N 6th

Rose Polyteechnic Institute--Tast Natlonal Road, Stop 9

Former site of R.P.I., Gerstmeyer Teoh-~1l3th :nd

Loous
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Rose Dispensary--7th and Cherry (Northwest corner)
Chauncey Rose ane-~25th)and Webash (former Orphans'’
Home
Chenncey Rose Memorial Plaza~-Fairbanks Park on
Dregser Dr.
Psul Dresser :
Home--Fast side of Jecond Street betwesn Swan and
Poplar '
Dresser Drive~--South from Wabash along river to Boat
Cludb
Dregser Memorial--West end of Wabash River brldge
Torminel Arcade~-{was former Interurban Station) 820
Wabash
Slte of former DRace Track--Brown Avenue to Frultridge
Demes Denling
Dening Hotel~-29 N 6th
Deming Park--South Frultridge to Poplar
Deming Subdivisions--19th to 25th, Wabesh to Poplar
Dening Woods—-Fru%tridge and Poplar {southeast cor-
ner
Deming School--16th Street between 8th Avenue and
Plun
St. Anthony's Hospital--~1021 S 6th
Crawford Falrbanks
Falrbanks Park--Dresser Drive (Fairbanks Family)
Emeline Fairbanks Memorlel Library--222 ¥ 7th
Clara Failrbanks Home for Aged Women--721 8th Avenue
Numercus Industries

Meyer Farm Home--Byron Smith present owner, Fruitridge

south of Haythorne
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LATER YEARS 1916-1966

It was the flrst of March. The exciting days of Feb-
ruary were past. The Valentine Party had not been as thrill-
ing as it had been in past years for the birthdays of Linocoln
and Washlngton had seemed more important to the "history-
minded" fourth graders. The days were getting longer. Spring
was in the alr! It would not be long until the day for the
promised trip to see the sites and places of historical signif-
.ioanoe would be here,

"How much longer do we have to wait,"” asked impatient
Jimmy one beautiful spring morning, "until we go on our tripen

"Have we completed our study of the development of
Terre Haute and Vigo County?" asked Miss White.

_"No, Miss White," replied Jimmy reluctantly, but polite-
ly, "we have the later years period from 1916 to 1966. I guess
I am getting too impatient for we need to finish the study and
meke plans before the trip would be worthwhile."

"That's right, Jimmy," agreed Miss White as she said
to the boys and girls, "our story this afternoon for LISTENING:
TIME will connect the two perliods. When sohool started last
fall you were eager to go to Vincennes because others had
gone there. The purpose for thelr trip to Vincennes was to
visit some places and sites that were historically 1mpo;tant
to the development of the Northwest Territory into Indlana

and several states. We wlll not spend as much time on the
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Later Period as we did on the other two périods for one of

¥

our purposes in studying how Terre Haute and Vigo County de-
veloped was to plan a trip in order that we might visit places
and sites that were of historical importance., That purpose
is almost achieved, Our purpose in this period will be to
tie together the history of the development of the past with
present day development to see the ooﬁtinuous growth 6r Terre
Haute from a wéstarn frontier river village to a typical mid~-
western town,

That afternoon the children gathered around their teach-
er for LISTENING TIME. In her story-telling voice she said:

We planned to call thls period the 'Later Years 1916~
1966. A long time ago Jimmy reminded us that 1916 was
Just before the beginning of World War I. The war had
been goling on in Europe since 1914, but our country did
not declare war until April 6, 1917. President Wilson
knew a great deal a bout history and he understood about
freedom and how people could govern themselves. He was
the son of a Presbyterian minister and knew about: the
Christien way of living. Through his speeches and
writings he attempted to lead the people in a srusade
(a movement in favor of some new idea) not only to make
the world 'safe for democracy' (that was the slogan
during the war) but to make & world community in which
Justice, peace, and the teachings of the Bible might
be passed on to future generations. The young men
joined the armed forces, people bought war bonds and
sut down on thelr use of meat, wheat, heat, gas and
¥ight, not that our country would conquer a foreign
land, but that the ideals of self~government and free-
dom might come to our country and to the rest of the
world. Patriotism became real because psople made
sacrifioces for their country. Many men died for their
country. However, when the war was over on November
11, 1918, and the danger was past the boys hurried home,
business men rushed baok to their businesses, the farm-
ers to their crops and the politiclans to their 2r§$ces.
The people forgot too soon what they fought for.+»
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There were several years of prosperity. The years
1920-1930 were ocalled the 'roaring twenties'. The
eighteenth amendment to the constitution was passed
in 1919. It was a new law which said that after one
year the manufacture, sale, or transportation of in-
toxlcating liquors in the United States would be un-
lawful, It was called the prohibition law. Terre
Haute had always had many breweries and distilleries.
The new law closed all of them. Thirty-five hundred
men lost their Jobs. Some people defied or went
agalnst the law and made intoxicating drinks. The
ones who made, distributed and sold liguor were called
bootleggers. This caused & lot of orime. The nine-
teenth amendment to the oconstitution came in 1920,
giving women the right to vote. Times changed rapidly.
In 1923, the Pennsylvania Railroad moved their heavy
repalr shops away from Terre Haute causing more people
to lose thelr jobs. Mining employment, due to machin-
ery, strikes, and use of oil and gas, decreased. In
the early twenties there were 12,000 miners reported
out of work or on part time work. By 1926, the mines
only employed 5,555 men., Despite unemployment grad=-
ually creeping upon the whole country people lived
beyond their inocomes, It seemed that many wanted to
outdo their nelghbors. Instellment buying took the
country by storm, making new cars, new homes, new
furniture, new clothes, new thrills in entertainment
possible. The 'flapper' in her sack dress or chemise
and the college boy in his racoon fur coat were seen
on the streets, at the ball games, and other publie
places, Probably many of your parents were born dur-
ing the 'roaring twentles' whioh now are compared to
the 'gay Nineties'. I'm sure your grandparents could
tell you about that period of time. 7You have all 57
seen o0ld movies on television that were made then.

*It 1g time for recess," announced Miss White as she
glanced at her watch., "We will continue our story Thursday.
Donald, témorrow afternoon you may give your report on the
memorial to those who lost their lives in World wWar I, whioh
you mentionsd to me last week." (It would be Donald's first
report;)

 wDhe time certainly goes fast while you are telling us
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stories about what haﬁpened after World War I. Grandpa was
in that war," commented Mary Ruth as she passed Miss White
on her way to the playground.

"Would you llke to make a report, Mary Ruth?" asked
Miss Whiteo

"Yes, I would," answered Mary Ruth shyly, "but I
wouldn't know what to report on, Evefytime I read about
something someone else has a report ready before I do."

"We will need a report on the Post Office before long,"
said Miss White., "Since your grandfather is a letter oarrier,
I am sure he would be glad to help you with a report. Suppose
you ésk him,"

"Oh, that would be just wonderful {" exclaimed Mary
Ruth as she hurried to the playground with a big smile on her
faoce.

The next afternoon Donald had his report ready. He
read:

The Memorlal Stadium, located on Wabash Avenue be=~

tween Brown Avenue and 34th Street was built in 1925,
in memory of those who lost their lives in World War
I. It seats 16,000 people and cost $450,000, It is
lighted so that night activities can take place. The
Stadium is built on the site of the famous old race
track. The west slde is about where the 0ld grend-
stand stood. There 1is g nine~hole golf course on the
outside of the stadium.”’? Among baseball players who
got thelr start in Terre Haute during this period were
Art Nehf, New York Giants; Charlie Root, Chlocago Cubs;
Wes Ferrell, washingtoni Joe Vosmik, Boston; and Wayne
LeMaster, Philadelphia. -

"Terre Haute has always been a sports center for not
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only horse recing and'baseball," added Donald, "but basketball,

football, tennis, golf, rifle shooting, boating, boxing, car
racing, skeet shooting, wrestling, swimming, and archery.

Terre Haute has produced many well known athletes and sports-
nen,"

"That was an excellent report, Donald," said Miss White.
I'm sure 1f we had the time we could add many names to the
1ist of 'champs'.”

Thursday brought LISTENING TIME &nd the children quickly
and quietly grouped themselves about their teucher to hear more
of the story of the later years. They had found few references
on this perlod for it was too new to have much recorded in
books. Mlss Whlte sterted the story by saying:

When we were talking about big businesses during the
'gay Nineties' we mentioned that many men owned shares
or stock in the large companies, Many stooks are bought
and sold on what 1s known as the stock market on Wall
Street in New York. It is really a form of gambling.
Men ocan become rich in a few minutes or lose all they
have as qulckly. In October of 1929, the stoock market
ocrashed and that merked the beginning of one of the
l worst depressions the United States has ever known,
; Burope had not recovered from World War I. The whole
world was plunged into hard timea. Banks and businesses
falled, Many people lost their Jjohs, their homes, their
cars, their furniture and all their possessions. M.
Hoover was presldent and some people blamed him, but in
our agountry no one man can control everything as in
countries where there are dloctators. When electlion time
came Franklin Roosevelt was elected president., It was
now the early thirties and times were still hard., He
dsclared a *bank holidey' immediately and through that
act banks finally beceme a safe place to put money,
Various ways were tried to bring about better times.
In the summer of 1935, the Works Progress Administration,
called the W.P.A., was formed. Its purpose, although
never fully accomplished, was to provide the unemployed
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with the kind of work they were best fitted to do. As
a8 result unskilled laborers were employed on the con- '
struotion of country roads, city streets, the improve-~
ment of parks and playgrounds, and similar work. I
imsgine you have seen the initials W.P.A. on many of
the sidewalks in our town. They were made at that
time. Carpenters, plasterers, masons, plumbers, and
other skilled laborers were used to erect or repair
.8choolhouses, libraries, clty halls, courthouses, and
other public buildings. Even the artists, writers,
actors, musicians, architects, and professionel people
were given projects tg do. The book Indiana, A Guide
to the Hoosier State, 6 which Larry borrowed from the

brary was written by the workers of the Writers!
Program. Towafg E?e end of the thirties times began
to get better.,-Y»

"How fast the time does fly," said Miss White as she
looked at her watch. "You were such good listeners I didn't
realize 1t was time for recess. We will have to continue our
story later. You may glve your report tomorrow, Mary Ruth,
it yoﬁ are ready."

"Oh, I'll be ready," replied Mary Ruth enthusiastically.

The next afternoon Mary Ruth'aaid, "Grandpa helped me
with this report. We enjowed writing about one of the most
beautiful buildings in Terre Haute,"

Terre Haute has had several locations for its pbst
offioe but in 1884 a bullding was started on the site
where the present post office stands at the southwest
corner of 7th and Cherry. It was completed in 1887..

While Mr. Hoover was president he asked Congress
to providf some money for some public bdulldings, which
they did. 0" The Terre Haute post office was torn down
and replaced by the one we have today. The new one
was opened in 1935. It also has government offices as
well as the post office department. For that reason
it is often spoken of as the Federal Building.

Curtis Gilbert was the first postmaster. MHe served
in 1817 and 1818. Our present postmaster, Frank L.
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Miklozek becaue péstmaster in 1950.35 '

"Your grandfather and you did a good job of reporting
on the bost office,™ sald Miss White, "for 1% 1s rather 4irf-
ficult to find references on our newer bulldings."

Mary reminded the chlldren that the columns and the
facade of the 0ld post office were used in the construction
of the Chauncey Rose Memorial Plaza in Fairbanks Park, She
also sald, "Daddy acd I saw a merker on the end of one of the
banisters, I copied what 1t said in my 1ittle notebook."

Mery turned in her notebook and reed, "Erscted by Féd-
eral Works Progress Administration 1936~1937."

"There was much improvement during W.P.A. days," re-
narked Miss White, "in meny perts of our town and county. It
was during that time that many of the old family cemeteries
which had been neglected so long were put in better shape."

The children looked forward to hearing more about the
later years. During the week-end some of them had asked their
parents and grandparents questions about the_period they were |
studyling. There was quite a bit of discussion before the
teacher began the story:

Toward the end of the 1930's times were getting

better in the United States. There was much building
and the wages the men earned were used to buy things
that helped all businesses, Battery radios which

came into use during the twenties were being replaced
by electric sets. The eleciric refrigerator was being
manufactured for homes along with many other smaller
electrical applliances. People who lost their homes

and possessions during the depression were replacing
" what they hed lost.
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However, news on the radio and in the papers told
of war in Europe agsin., On September 5, 1939, England
and France declared war on Germany, The war spread
rapidly the next year. Our ocountry tried to stay out
of wer, but on Decsmber 7, 1941, the Japanese attacked
our American naval base st Pearl Harbor in Hawali,
Soon war whioh was later called VWorld War II was rag-
ing all over the world. The United States fought hard
to win battles in the air and on the sea. Perhaps
most of your fathers were In the armed servicses., Even
some of the women and girls were in the armed services.
The ores whc stayed at home worked in war plants to
provide supplies or did other things to help win the
war., The vioctory came in Turope on May 8, 19L5. It
wes ocalled V-E Day. Tarly in fugust of that year, the
climax (the highest polnt) was reeched with the dropping
of an atonic bomb on Hiroshima. Shortly afterwvards, a
similar bomb was dropped on Nagasekli. These bombs not
only ended the war with Japan but made people avery-
where reallze how disastrous another World War would
be.

¥

For nost Americans the ohlef hope of holding the
world together lays in the United Netions which came
wlth the close of World War II.

After the war men and women turned to pezcetime jobs.
Work was plentiful for the world needed so many things
that had not been made or bullt during the war, like
automobiles, clothing, eppliances, foods, houses,
schools, churches, and h}ghgsys. During the 1940's
xany ohlldren were born,+V»
Miss White smiled and said as she finished the story
for that day, "All the chlldren who were born before 1950,
please stand."
All the ohlldren stood. They were happy for they had
been inocluded in the story.
"Let's sing our country's song, 'The Star Spangled
Banner' and give the pledge to our flag," suggested Richard,
*while we are standing.”

"That's & good suggestion, Richaerd," replled Niss White,
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The children had never sung their'country's song with

more reverence and respect than they aid that day.

Durlng the past week-end Carolyn had visited the Swope
Art Gallery. She had telked to the person in charge and from
the rotes she made from the information she received she made
this report:

Sheldon Swope wes & large property ovner and a léad-
ing oitizen irn Terrve Isute at the turn of Lhs century.

In 1902 he built the Swope Blook Buildlng at the northe
west corner of 7th and Ohio. It was said to he one of
the largest and flnest office buildings in the city aig
the first modern building of its kind in Terre Faute,

Mr., Swope left money for en art gallery. The offi-
clal opening of the Swope Art Gallery, loocated upstairs
in the Swope Blook Building, was March 22, 1942. There
are many exhibits there. Some exhibits are there all
the time and some only at certain times. The curator
said that ohildren either in groupg or by themselves
were welcome to vislt the gallery. 7

_"The day I went," remarked Carolyn, "there was an ex-

hiblit of dolls from foreign countries. I also saw some Indian
artifaots in s case and some beautiful palintings on the wall."

"Thapk you so much for your information a bout the Swope

Art Gallery, Carolyn," seld Miss White. "I'm so glad you did
that reporting ton your own'. You would make a good news re=-
porter for they hunt news beyond their regular assignments."

The children were especlally eager for LISTENING TIME!

The story would be about the 1950's.

"Well, boys and girls,” seaid Mlss White as the children

took their places about her, "the story today will bring us

right up to date; You have heard part of the story but we
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need to retell it so we can see how the pileces fit together."

On November 11, 1951, the Indlanapolis Star Magezine's
feature (leading) story was entitled 'Terre Hau e, Ind-
iana'. Under the title were these words, 'A new spirit

of co-operation and hope brightens its future'. I will
try to tell you what they wrote. :

Early ln the century Terre Haute was a brewing and
distilling ocenter, a rallroad town and Indiana's coal
field oapital. There was also rich farming and many
different kinds of industry. .

These many kinds of ooccupations should have been the
oity's strength, but Instead it proved to be a weak
foundatlon. Prohibition closed the breweries and dis~
tilleries in 1920, the Pennsylvania moved its heavy
repair shops in 1923, and mining employment fell off
rapidly. 1In 1935, a violent factory strike spread a
general tle-up which closed every business in the city.
Terre Haute was frightened. National Guards moved in
and set up military dictatorship. It was a time of
despair; the dream of a better Terre Haute was shattered.

The article went on to say *After that Terre Haute
sat hunched on the banks of the Wabash, singing the
Wabash Blues, overcome by an inferiority complex (feel-
ing 1t wasn't as good gs others) and finding itself
1ts own worst enemy'.? »

Later Fortune Magezine made a survey of Terre Haute
and printed some harsh things about Terre Haute's labor
trouble, Terre Hauteans did not like what they printed,
: but they knew that at least part of it was true. There
| is an old saylng 'It's the truth that hurts'. Fortune

i Magazine's article did tell some good things about Terre
| Haute. They said thet she was already used to hard
times and rode the %?pression.betber than most of her
neighboring cities, »

Some good d4id come from the article, however. The
Junior Chamber of Commerce lead the Greater Terre Haute
Movement in 1938, and helped to bring about better labor
cooperation. The war durlng the forties kept things
from developing then, but the 1950's have brought meny
new industries and better times to Terre Hauts.

Perhaps one of the most‘imgortant developments of the .
fifties hax been television,?
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"Dévid's fathaé belongs to the ﬁunior Chanmber OT‘Gomﬁ
merce," stated Miss White, as she finished telling the stor&,
"and he has helped David make & 113t of the new indusﬁries
and businesses that have come to Terre Haute since World War
II., David will bring that report soon. Mike has his popula=
tlon report too, to glve."

*3ince you heve told us about what has heppened in the
Later Years Perlod, I have a better understending of the fig-
-ures in my population report," remarked ike.

"I'm sure you have, Mlke," replied Miss Vhite. "Thét
is the reagson I wanted you children to know the whole atory
of Terre Haute so that you might be able to see its develop~
ment from the begluning to the present. Could you give rour
report tomorrow?"

"Yes, I can, Miss White," replied Mike. "If I may,
I'1ll oome in early again and write the figures on the board."

"Thét is a fine way to present your report, Mike,"
answered Miss White., "You mey ocome in early,"

Mike ceme in from the playground about ten ﬁinutes bo-
fore it was time for the bell to ring and wrote the following
population figures on the chelkhoard:

TERRE HAUTE |

1920 1930 . 1940 1950 1958

66,083 62,543 62,693 6L,214 72,892
VICO COUNTY

100,212 98,861 99,709 105,160
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"I wondered wh& Terre Haute lost 3,540 people between'
1920 and 1930," commented Mike, "untlil Mlss White told us |
what happered during the twenties., I'm surprised that the
figure did not go lower for there were 3,500 out of work due
to the prohibition law alone., After the Pennsylvania Ralle
road Shops moved end the mining business slumped more people
were out of work. The figures show Terre Peute held her own

during the depression years of the thirties. I was heppy to

find Terre Haute had geined a few over 1,500 by 1950. Daddy

sald the reason for a census in 195& was because Terre Haute
annexed Harrison Township to the city. The gain came firon
annexation. Annexation weans that Terre Haute joined or
added the land and people of Harrison Township to the city.
That is why Renkin, Thornton, Maple Avenue, Sugar Grove,
Weldeie, Ft. Herrison, and Highland are olty schools now in-
stead of township schoolsg."

"Mike, your report gave us a lot of good information,"
sald Miss White:. "I'm sure your lasgt remark will help to
elear up the confusion thet has ocome with the change in the
school system."

In a day or so David brought his report on "New Indus-
try”. |

ryiket's population report showed that Terre Haute has
not grown much in population in the last fifty years," staﬁed
David; "However, Daddy and I egree with the Junior Chamber
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of Commerce that Terre Haute will shOW’a‘big gain by the
reguler census which will be taken in 1960. Here is a list
of new industry since 1950:56

Mareh, 1952--Visking Corporstion

July, 1952~~Expansion of Commercial Solverts

June, 1953--Colunbla Recordsy

October, 1953--Public Service Company Expansion
December, 1953~--Borden's mIxpansion

January, 1954--Charles Pfizer -Company

January, 1954-~A111y Chalmers
We did not find dates for some other industries which we know
‘have been built or expanded in the last two or three years,
These industries are Tumpane, Bemis Brothers Bag Company,
Webash River Genersting Flant, W. T. H. I. Television Station,
and Ameriocan Drass which is now being built. Indiana State
Teachers College hes built many new bujldings end hes added
much land to its campus in the Ffifties.”

"I went to be another one to sgree with the Junior
Chamber of Commerce that the 1960 ocensus will show & growing
Terre Haute," commented Mlss White. "David, I'm certain your
report gives us proof that Terre Haute is going forward again,
Your daddy end you dld an excellent job of finding facts that _
are hard to find.”

"Other new developments sinoe World War II," added
Miss White, "are further expansion of Stran Steel, Hulman
Field unit 6r the Indiana Air National Guard, Hulman Mgadows
subdivision and shopplng center, Woodridge subdivision, sev~

eral beautiful motels, and Meadows, Fuqua, and Schulte schools,"
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On Friday Mrs.;ﬁisher cane to give ner "0dds and Ends"
report. The children were surprised to see her for they did
not realize they wers 30 near the end of the "Later Tears"
perlod. This time 3he was wezring one of the new style sack
dresses under her c¢oat, It was u little shorter than they
were used to seeing and Crandms Rlsher seemed a little en-
barrassed. |

After the greetings Crendma sald, "There are two 0ld
sayings, 'History repeats itself' end 'There is rothiang new
under the sun's. I hesitated about wearing this dress for it
is so short, but I wanted you to see how true these old say=
Ings are. 4is you can see this dress is similar to the leatest
styles today. The dresses of today are a repeat of the late
1920 styles. The new styles are not new et all. This was
my wedding dress. The boys need not laugh for men are wear-
ing the straw hats like the men wore in the twenties."

iirs. Risher took her report from her purse and glanced
at it ococasionally as she said in her "story-telling volsce:"

From Jimmy's and Cindy's reports to me you have
covered this period very well.

The Historicel lMuseum of the Wabash Valley was
dedicated on May 11, 1958. There were over 1200
visitors that day. The purpose of the open house
was for the public to see the new home of the Vigo
County Historical Scoclety. It is located at 1411
South Sixth Street. Anton Hulmen, Jr., very gen-
erously provided part of the money for the purchase
of the old mansion.

Mr, Hulman lives Just aoross Washington Street from
the Museum., Tony, as most people c¢all him, perhaps is
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Terre Haute's most outstanding philanthropist., His
famlly established the Hulmen Company in 1850, The '
company sells food products and other items to gro-
cery stores and other businesses. That kind of a
business is called wholesaling. Tony Hulman owns
meny kinds of businesses the most famous of which is
the '500 Speedway' at Indlanapolis. He has given
many gifts to Terre Haute., He gave land and money
for TMulman Alrport, save generously to the inmprove-
ment of St. Anthony's Hospital, end established a
trust fund %o bulld = community center within ten
years from the time of the establishment of the fund,

Willlam 3. Rea left momey for the building and
grounds of the William <, Rea lfunicipzl Colf Course
located on South Seventh Street., He also provided
funds In his will for sewer construction.

Another present day philenthropist is Ben Blumberg.
An interesting fact about Mr, Blumberg is that when
he was past seventy he gradusted from the University
of Miam! in Miami, Florida, and received & Bachelors
Degree in Botany. His plans are to teaoh there while
working on his Masters Degree., He is largely respone
sible for the completion of the Y.M.C.&., located at
6th and Welnut. Meany other Terre Haute families have
contributed to the Y.M.C.A. too. Mr. Blumberg is a
heavy contributor to the Vigo County Falr Grounds.
Mrs, Blumberg 1s an eartist and has had some children's
books published.,

The president of the world's largest corporation,
the American Telephone and Telegraph Company is a
Terre Haute man, Mr, Leroy A. Wilson. Their nost
important Indisne offlce is here.

There are four mainline railroads in Terre Haute.
They are the New York Central, the Pennsylvanie, the
Chiocago and Eastern Illinols, and the Milwaukee and
3t. Paul,

The Federal Prison was built south of Terre Haute
| in 1940, It is said to be the 'unwilling home' of
' 1100 men.

The 1954 City Directory states that there were when
it was made up, 32,174 telephones, 99 ehurches and 129
manufacturing places in Terre Haute. The chief 1ndus-
tries were manufacturlng, agriculture, and mining.




| | 151 .

fecording to a 1951 megazine article Vigo County
" had been Indisna's largest producer of coal for 13
out of the past 15 years. Ten mining companles were
headquertered here at that time,

Terre Haute 1s an importent hudb in the middle
western electPlocal power network. The two big power
plants are Dresser Power Plant and the Wabash River
Generating Plant,

In 1917, the Fire Department stopped using horses
to pull their equipment, The bell from Number One
Fire House bullt in 1857 at 3rd and Lafaystte is on
Sacered Heart Church, Number Two bell is on Westminige
ter Presdyterlan Church and Number Three is on the
Fourth Avenue Methodist Chursh., Vigo Engine No. 2,
nicknamed '014 Vigo' is in the Smithsonian Tnstitute
in Washington, D.C.

There were colored citizens in Terre Haute as early
as 1816. The 1820 census showed 11, 1830 census showed
nearly 100 and the 1930 census showed 3,461, Terre

' Haute has hed many colored teachers, business men,
postel employees, firemen, policemen, lawyers, doctors,
preachers, and farmers. The colored people of Terre
Haute have always been ready end willing to cooperate
in any wey for e better Terre Haute and Vigo County.
Allen Chapel Afrlcan Methodist Eplscopsl Church was
organized in June, 1839,

The children applauded polltely as Crandma Risher
| finished her "0dds and Fnds" report, They had leerned a
%  number of new facts., They Informed her that they were just
about ready to plan thelr tour to see the slites and places
of historieal importence.

The boys and girls seld thsy could hardly wailt until
Monday for they would finish thelr chart by filiing in the
places and sites they had studied about in the "Later Yeara"

report. They fllled in the following inform tion to complete
their chart:
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PLACES AND SITTS THAT CAN 3R

Memorial sStadium--Between Drown
Pogt Offlice--7th and Cherry
Swops Art Gallery--25 South 7th
Nunerous New Industrles
Historilcal Musewn of the Wabash
Hulman Company--9th and Wabash
Federal Prison--R., R. 1

=
N
B

SEEN TODAY
and 34th on Wabash

Valley--1411 South 6th




PART FOUR

Scehool Excursion
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AN EXCURSION TO VISIT HISTORICAL SITES AND
PLACES IN TERRE HAUTE AND VIGO COUNTY

At last 1t was near the GREAT DAY. The day when the
children were to see the sites and places which they had been
studying about for several months. They had gpent the last
few days poring over oounty and city maps planning the best |
route to see the most places, They had reslized that in one
day they could not begin to see all the places they had learned
about.,

They had been told by a bus office clerk whom they had
telephoned for information that they would need to know how
many were going, what day they were going, what time they were
expecting to leave and return, and the exact route they were
expecting to follow., The olerk also had wanted to know what
stops they were expecting to make., After the children had
deoclded upon the necessary information Spike's father had
taken Spike end Jimmy to several bus companies to see which
company would give them the best price for the exocurslon.
They had found that all of the companies charged practically
the same. Since this would be their first experieﬁce in this
kind of a trip they had had no idea of how long 1t would take,
They haq wanted to have snough time to make the excursion
worthwhile so they had chosen the bus company which agreed to
have no exaot returning time providing it would not be later

than 5:30 P.M. They had decided that that time would give
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everyone time to be home for their evening meal, '

The chlldren had asked Miss Blake and Grandma Risher
to go along.

Jimmy had sald, "We found that weyoould have a bus
seating forty people. There are 32 children, Miss White, Mrs.
Risher, and Mlss Blake, whioh would make 35. Subtracting
thirty-five seats from forty seats leéves five gseats whioh
could be filled by some of our parents. I suggewst that we
invite five parents to go with us to share with Miss White
the résponsibility of the group." |

"That is a wonderful suggestion, Jimmy," replied Miss
White, "for I would like to be free of a great deal of respon-
8ibility so that I might tell you interesting stories 'on the
spott."

‘The children had been delighted when they found that
David's father and Mary Ruth's grandfather would go along.

The mothers of Janet, Ronnlie, and Larry had planned to go al-
S0,

During the time the children had been studying the de-
velopment of thelr town and county they had in various ways |
earned money to help pay for the trip. The biggest project
hed been their candy sale which had brought in twenty dollars.
They had set up a savings bank in which each child had de-
posited (put in) money as he or she earned it. Mike had been

eleoted the keeper of the accounts and he had encouraged
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children té save., Most of the children had saved more'mOney’
than they had needed for their trip and would have money to
withdraw at the close of school,

One day while studying well balanoced lunches in health
class the boys and girls had decided what would be the best
kind of lunch to take on their excursion, They had agreed to
take a well balanced sack lunch for if could easily be packed
into large ocartons and stored in the baggasge compartment of
the bus, Arrangements had been made to have milk to drink
and lce cream for desert,

The committee on "ways and means" had added the cost
of the bus, the milk, and the ice oream together and had found
the total cost of the trip. From this total they had sub-
tracted the twenty dollars they had earned from the candy
sale. Then they had divided the amount left by forty, the
number of people going, The children had found that eaoch. |
, ohild would need to draw from his or her savings Pifty cents.
| | It had been a lot of fun figuring the cost for eachs It had
; made the children realize that arithmetic had many uses be~
sldes working problems from a book or the chalkboard,

From past experiemses the ohildren had known that it

was necessery to have thelr parents slgn consent forms in

order that they might have permission to go on an exoursion,

Every oonsent form hed come back signed promptly.
One glorious spring Thuraday morning in Aprill the
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GREAT DAY came. .The children had chosen Thursday so that
Friday, while the trip was fresh in their minds, they could
talk about their experience.

The big yellow bus was standing at the ourb in front
of Deming School. The children exeitedly left their room
after checking to see that everyone was there and evaryone
had their lunches, Partners had been seleoted and certain
groups had been asgigned to the grown ups going along. The
chlldren scampered about much like the spring lambs they saw
in the flelds a few hours later. Soon they were seated and
the big bus started on that memorable, never-to-be forgotten,
day.

The ohildren carried in their pookets a short pencil
and the little booklet which they had made 1isting the polnts
of interest. Mlss Julia, the office secretary, had become
80 lnterested in their trip she had memeographed the informéw
tion, leaving spaces so they might write in some notes.

The bus turned left on Plum Street from Sixteenth Street
and the ohildren ocould see the Columbian Enameling and Stamp=-

ing Mill. After orossing the railroad tracks on Plum they

ﬂpw the Packard Shirt Company, Chesty Foods, and Recipe Foods
standing where once stood the old Standard Wheel Works, whioch
had manufactured the Overlend oar,

| When the signal turned green the bus driver turned
left again and drove down Thirteenth Street, passing Merchants
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Freight to the left where once stood the old St. Ann's Orphang
Home which Chauncey Rose gave to the orphans, A few blooks
south at 13th and Looust the ohildren viewed the old buildings
of Gerstmeyer Techniocal High‘School which were In the beginning
Rose Polytechnic Institute also founded and endowed by Chauncey
Rose, Another left turn was made when the light changed to
green and the driver went down Locust Street and turned right
on North Fourteenth. At 1li4th and Wabash Steeg Park was seen.
It was named for Henry C. Steeg who had been mayor at the turn
of the oantury.lh Part of the ground was given by the Beach
and Gilbert familie5w15 The bus moved on down l4th to Poplar
and-turned right. On the south side of Poplar at 1339, well
back from the street, could be seen the old Preston Houses

The driver stopped for a few minutes while Miss White reviewed
for the people on the bus some of the most interesting faots
about the Preston House.

The bus went on west on Poplar. Miss White poimted

Ay

| out how many lots had been made from the large tract of land

which Mr. Rose owned whioh had for its south boundary Poplar-
Street from 13th to 7th Streets, At Second and Poplar the
driver turned left and parked for a few moments on the west
side of the street between Poplar and Swan,

Miss White Stated; "As you-know there is much argument

as to where Paul Dresser was born, but it is now thought that

the two story brick house on-bhoioaat side of Harding Avenue
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between Poplar and Swan is the 1ooatioﬁ."‘

The driver pulled away from the curb and turned left
on Swan. He then turned right onto Third Street.

Miss White sald, "Notice that Third Street is very
wide. In the early days of Terre Haute it was the main street.
On the east side of the street at 3rd and Farrington where
we will turn is Crawford School, It was one of the schools
bullt during the middle years. See the date on it7v

' "Its date is 1870," answered Ronnie. "It also says
*City Sohool Number 31"

The bus turned to the right on Farrington Street and
headed west. After it crossed Harding Avenue and First Street
which seemed unusual to the children for it had a railroad
track running down the middle of it, it came to Dresser Drive.
The ohildren spied the old broken down swimming pool which had
been neglected and lamented (ceried out in sorrow) that the |
oity officials had allowed the pool to go to ruin., The driver
| parked the bus along the Drive and the children climbed from
the bus and ran up to the Chauncey Rose Memorial Plaza. They
had a good look at the Wabash River from the Plaza.  They
2130 were disturbed when they saw that the beautiful Memorial
had been allowed to crumble and weeds had grown between the
oracks in the floors and walkways. They also saw broken

‘pttlea and other litter thrown about,
"Next month when Terre Haute has 'Clean-up, Fix-up,
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Paint-up Week', why can't we come down here and oclean up this
mess?" asked Rlchard very indignantly. (Angry at something
very unfair,)

"That 1s a wonderful}suggestion, Riohard," anawered
Miss Whlte, "but this Park is too far from our school. We
might send the suggestion to Crawford School for it is in
their district. I agree with you thaf gomething should be
done.*®

It was time to go on. The children boarded the bus
and the driver followed Dresser Drive to Ohio Street where
he turned to the right. Between Harding Avenue and 3rd Street
the bus stopped in front of the Old State Bank Building. The
custodian (janitor) was waiting to take the children inside
end show them the rellcs of the various wars in which Terre
Haute and Vigo County men had fought., When they came out of
the building the City Hall building was pointed out to them
as the fathar new bullding on the west side of Harding Avenue.
They were allowed to oross the street at the interseotion of
3rd and Ohio and walk up to 3rd and Wabash to see the Soldiers
and Sailors Monument and the Memorial to Colonel Richard W,
Thompson. They noticed the oouithouse in the center of the
bloek and they talked about "0ld Vigo"™ the bell which was
purshased with the money Colonel Francis Vigo had left through
his will. They remembered the government did not repay the
money %o his heirs until forty years after his death, but the
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heirs did sees to it thet the bell was purdhased as he had re-
quested,

By this time the children were getting a little weary
from their walk and were glad to board the bus again. The
driver took them up 3rd Street to 3ycamore and turned to the
left and drove to the parking lot of the American Can Company
which was the site of the 0ld Indian Apple Orchard or Burying
Ground. They did not take time to get out but sat on the bus
while Grandma Risher reminded them of the legend about Lena
and Nemo. '

From the parking lot the bus carried them bask to 3rd
Street. At the southwest corner of 3rd and Locust, only a
few blooks north of Sycamore, they saw the old sibleytown
3ehool built in 1851. It had been brick, but years later 1t
had been plastered with stucco, It was typical of the thou-
gsands of little red brick schoolhouses throughout the middle
west-during the middle years.

The driver drove up to the entrance of Woodlawn Cemetery
on North Third Street. It was shown to the children that the
cemetery was bounded by Second Avenue on the south, Third
3treet on the east, Eighth Avenue on the north and Flrat Street
on the west., The driver drove the bus around the ocircle so
that they might see the monument that was a memorial to the
oconfederate soldiers who dled in Terre Haute while they were

held as prisoners of war durlng the Civil War. He parked long
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enough fof them to see the marker which had recently been
dedicated by the D.A.R. in memory of John Hamilton, a Revolu=~
tionary soldier,

Richard spled the name Oakey and asked, "0h, Miss White,
is that where Mr. C. C. Oakey who wrote Greater Terre Haute
and Vigo County is buriedov

"Yes, I think he 1s buried there," answered Miss White.
"However, that tell monument 1s probably in nemory of several
members of the Oekey family, You may go and see if you find
his name there.,"

Richard soon returned and said that C. C. Oakey's name
was on . one side of the tall monument and there were other
nemes on the other sides.

The children returned to the bus and the driver drove
out of the cemetery and up North Third Street to Eighth Avenue,
He crossed over to North Seventh Street. Several children exe
clalmed as they saw Union Hospltal on the northwest corner,
"That's where I was borni" or "3o was I born there!"

When the bus came to Seventh and Maple Mary Ruth's
grandfather told the ohildren that from that corner north
aoross from beautiful Collett Park was the site of old Camp
Vigo and the o0ld Fairgrounds, |

A few blooks north and on the west side of the street
the children saw the signboard which showed that the new

"Quabache Acres" subdivision was located there,
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At Fort Harrison Road the driver turned to the west
and followed the road into the spacious grounds of the Elks
Fort Harrison Country Club., The children scrambled hastily
from the bus and ran to the big stone which Spike had told
them about. They eagerly read the inscription about the
bettle fought there in 1812. Quite a few minutes were spent
et the site of old Fort Harrison. Thé rnanager of the club
took the children inside the building and showed them some
logs 1n a wall which were supposed to be some of the originql
logs from the fort., Outside agein, David's father showed
them the old canal bed and the tow path along the edge of it.
As the children sat on the ground to rest lMiss White retold
some of the stories connected with the fort, The boys and
glrls gazed at the Wabash River and were reluctant to leave,
but they knew that they could not complete their trip unless
they hurried on,

From Fort Harrison they drove on Fort Harrison Road
t0 North Thirteenth Street Road and turned north. They peassed
Allis=Chalmers Compeny and the Amerlcan Brass Company which
was stlill under construction., Iplke had obtained permission
from Mr., Ourvey to see the Durkee Ferry Road.

Mr. Oheek; the bus driver, stopped the bus long enough
for the chlildren to have the story of Drumuer Davis retold
by Spike., "Next summer,® said 3plke as he finished telling
the étory, nTimmy is coming up to our oabin and we are golng
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to ride our bikes down to the Wabash Rivér where the old ferry
used to cross,”

The ¢ roup then returned to where the pavement ended
on North Thirteenth Street Road and took county road 24W to
the Lafayette Road whioch 1s now called U. 3. L1, Along road
24\ they saw the control tower of W, T. H. I. Radio Station
on the south slde of the road and thé 0ld Denny Cemetery on
the north side of the road. The children saw the date 1812

on the gate and wanted to stop but Miss White t0ld them they

could not go in without permission.

"It 1s not much farther to the Wood Cemetery into which
we will go," pronmised Miss White., "It is typical of the old
femlly cemeteries. We would spend several days Just looking
at ceneteries 1f we stopped at all of them for there were one
hundred thirteen known cemeteries in Vigo County in 1938 when

the Wabash Valley Remembers book was published,"

On the Lafayette Road which partly followed the old
road from Vincennes to Lafayette the bus drove north to one
of the o0ld interurban stops, Jtop Twenty Road., The bus took
Stop 20 Road which 1s now called road A41E from there one mile,.
turned left on 3N one-hslf mile, and right on 49F 4/10 mile
to a marked post. The farmland over which these roads were
made is called Spring Creek Prairle. At the post the bus
turned into a lane which ran north through a field. The lane

onded in a woods where Miss White had a cabin and an outdoor
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oven with a plonio table.

"Boys and girls," explained Miss White, "from what Mr.
Thomas wrote in his travel book during the summer of 1816, we
feel quite sure he must have visited this spot and found here
the camp site of the Indians. After we get off the bus I
will lead the way to the spot where my father's grandmother
pointed out to him the old Indian\Potﬁery Grounds. Since we
are quite a distance from any farm homes you may do all the
yelling and running you want to as long as you do not get into
Spring Creek or wander off into the'woods. While we are here
all of you must use the rest room for therse will not be any
rest rooms availeble until noon."

If there had been anyone within a half a mile they
would have thought thé Indians had returned. Such war whoops
.and blobd curdling yells probably had not echoed in the woods
for over a hundred years. The children truly acted like wild
| Indians.

The "little Indlans" enjoyed the rqugh path through
the blackberry briars end the dense woods to the Pottery
Grbunds;, They.wanted to 'dig into the hard earth to see if
they could find some Indian artifacts. However, liss White
reminded them the time was passing quiockly and they must be
on their way.

"I'W1sh we could eat our lunch here on your pionie

table,” said Timmy. "I'm so hungry I could eat a beari®
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"Pinmy, I wish we . sould aat heres tdo," raplied Uiss
White, "but we have made arrangements to eat sonlewhere elas,
Perhaps some day when we are not on a trip to see a lot of
places we can have a 'coox out' here. The Boy dcouts often
caump overnight over by the ford of 3pring Creek."

"iiss White," commented Richard, "whon you sald we
would cross 3pring Oreek at the ford,AI was looking for a
Ford car, Then when I saw it was a shallow Dlace where a
wagon or car could go through the water I remeubered you ex-
plained about how the pionesrs had to find shallow rlaces in
rivers and creeks so that they could cross through the water
for there were no bridges then., Those places were called
fords, The travelers would say they forded a streau or river."

"I'n glad your memory is so good, Richerd," remarked
Jiiss White. "All aboard! Calling all Indians! We're going
back to eivilization."

At first the children were reluctant to leave the woods,

 but the prospect of seeing other places brought them scamper-

ing back to the bus. Mr, Cheek drove the bus tack through
the field to road L9E, At the intersection of road 3N he
turned to the right and drove to the Spring Creek Ttridge where
he parked the bus., It was necessary to walk down a lane %o
the 0ld Wood Cemetery lccated on the south bank of the orsek,
1'iss White helped the children recognize the verious kinds of

grave;markars from -the very early ones down to one that had
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been placed Jjust that épring.

The driver turned the bus around and followed 3N to
21E which was about two mlles or more. There they turned
right and after crossing the railroad they turned right into
a lane which led up %o the 0ld Ostrander place, IIr, Joe
Wegner welcomed the group., He explalned how the old log
house had been remodeled, Ile sald it was a typical house of
the period before the rallroads.

Again it was time to move on. Ilr. Cheek drove back to
3N and followed 1t to the Rosedale Road. Just a short disténoe
south they crossed Otter Oreek and parked near the foundations
of the 0ld Markle Mill., The children were dellghted with the
beauty of the water rumning over the old mill dem. Mlss White
retold some of the storles of her early childhood concerning
her vislts to the mill with her grandfather Welsh and her oxe-
periences at the Markle home, The group walked over to the
old Markle home which had been buillt by Fred Ifarkle in 18&8.51
Miss White had called lMr. Tom Larrison on the telephone and
he had told her he hoped some day to have the old house s0 he
oould show 1t to school ohildren, but right then, Mrs, Larri-
son was 11l and they could not have visitors. Mr, Larrison
said they might oome Into the yard and look around. In a
short time the "little Indilans®™ changed from wlld savages to
courteous boys and girls who quletly walked about the grounds

of the old landmark.
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Timé to return éo the bdus saemed'to come too quickly, '
However, the chlldren came promptly and they settled dovm |
quletly for they wers becoming very hungry and a lilttle tired.

Miss White announced, "This will be our last stop be-
fore wa eat our lunch.”

Before she could contlnue the shouting was so great
she thought the Indians had returned, flowever, it dldn't
lest long. "Trom here we will go on Park Avenue to Fruitridge
where we will turn to the left,” she continued., "Thls 1ittle
town has been called Edwards and Ellsworth, but right now iﬁ
is North Terre Haute. As we travel south on Fruitridge we
will see the Markle Cemetery on the right side. A little
farther south on the left sids we will see the old Meyer farm
house which Mrs. Risher told us was now ovmed by Mr. Byron
Smith. It was built in 1876, about ten years after the Civil
Wer and is typical of the fine farm homes that were built |
then.2? 3t111 farther south you will see where Ft, Harrison

" Road makes a 'T' into Fruitridge. It used to continue across

Fruitridge but During World War II an Ordnence Depot was built
along Fruitridge for several blocks. The Tumpans Company now 4
uses the sprawling warehouses. If you look down Ft. Harrison
to the west you will see Visking Company. Across from the
entrance gates of Tumpane you will see Columbia Records. The
nexf bullding on the same side of Frultridge 1s Bemls Brothers
Bag Company. All of these industries have been started since
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you were born."

The bus traveled over the route the teacher had told
the ohildren about. There was much talking among the child-
ren for practically all of them either had parents, relatives,
or friends working in the various industries.

A typlical Terre Haute situation occurred just as the
bus approached the Pennsylvania railroad tracks, They were
"railroaded" almost fifteen minutes, The children were quite
femiliar with the term "railroaded”. The bus was in the line
of trafflc about two blocks from thé tracks., Miss White took
advantage of the situation by giving the children more infor-
mation on what they would see next,

"That large bullding across the tracks,"” explained Miss
White 18 the Queker Maid. They prooess and oan food for the
A. and P, stores all over the United States. They also launder
the white aprons and uniforms the employees wear in hundreds
of stores. When we come to the signal llght we will be at
Wabash Avenue and Fruitridge. I'm sure you remember Johnny's
Aunt Blanche told him that there used to be a toll-gate located
near there., We will turn left and go part of the way up the 4
biurt to Kean Lane to see the site of the 0ld Kean Coverlet
Shoﬁ. Just a short distance down that road we will make a
right turn. Does anyons know where we will be?"

Several volces shouted, "Deming Park!"™

"Phat's right and that's where we will stop to eatin,
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exoclaimed Miss White.

The fifteen minutes it took the trains to pass and
switoh seemed like the longest time the group had spent on
the entire trip. At last the orossing was cleared and the
watohman signaled for the traffic to move. The driver followed
the route Miss White had told the children abouts In Deming
Park he parked the bus in front of the Ouabache shelter. The
children were told that lunch would be ready in twenty minutes.
They hurried to the rest rooms and then on to the playground
which was near by.

The men opened the large containers in which the ocar-
tons of milk and "Dixie" cups of lce oream were packed., The
4 ladies arranged the tables. It only took one blow on Miss
' White's whistle to bring the boys and girls falrly flying to
i the shelter. They quiockly found their own sack of lunch for
they had been placed in certain order in large cartons before
they started on the trip. The ochlldren and adults seated
:  themselves around the tables. They reverently bowed thelr
heads while Grandma Risher said the blessing. It was amezing
how much food was eaten., The teacher cautioned the children
not to play too hard right after sqoh a large meal. They had
twenty minutes to go again to the rest room and get ready for
thelr afternoon trip. When the twenty minutes were up they

were eager to be on their way.

Mr. Cheek drove the bﬁs out of the front entrance gates
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of Deming Park and headed south. At the intersection of |
Fruitridge and Poplar Miss White pointed out that the beauti-
ful subdivision on the southeast corner was Deming Woods.,
The first house on the right side was the old farm home of
Joseph Gilbert. She reminded them that he was the horticul-
turalist~~the one who ploneered the growing of fruit orochards
and vegetables in Vigo County. '

As the bus traveled down Fruitridge Avenue the children

noticed the bluff on the left and the many orchards and gar=-

dend on both sides of the road. After they passed the 1nhef-
section of Hulmsn Street they notioced the smell of gas. They
soon passed pumping oll wells and oll storage tanks.

When Mr., Cheek came.to the 0ld Rlley Road he turned
to the right and at Mt. Pleasant Churoch corner he took road
248, This road led past Mt. Pleasant Cemetery where many
Vigo County pioneers were buried. He drove about & mile south
on this road and turned left on county road 18E. He followed
this winding road about two miles and just about the time the
children thought he was lost they saw "the barn" which turned
out to be the only remeining covered bridge in Vigo County.
The bus stopped and the children swarmed about the bridge much
1ike the bees must swarm in the honey locust trees nearby.
Ronnie retold the story of how Honey Creek got 1its name.

The group saw many traces of the old Wabash-Erie Canal

bed on thelr way back to Terre Haute. They went back over -
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the same ioute to the:interseotion of éAE and 24S and turned
left to the west., Right after ocrossing the C. M. & St. P. ]
railroad tracks they turned left on county road 6S and went
past Spring Hill Mine. There they could see the 0ld ocanal
bed running along side the tracks in a southeasternly direc-
tion,

uiss White said, "If we had the time we could go to

Riley, turn north on a county road and back in a dense woods

- gee the remains of the old stone locks of the canal. Riley

used to be called Lockport because of the loocks there."

From road 6S the driver turned left and followed the
Spring Hill Road to the South Seventh Street Road. He turned
right and drove north past Paul Cox Field and Rea Park Muni=-
cipal Golf Course. At the intersection of Davis Avenue they
got & glimpse of the many greenhouses of the J. W, Davis Com=-
pany where vegetables are grown.. '

The bus turned left on Voorhees and then right on South
3ixth Street. The children noticed the homes on South Sixth
Street. The farther north they went the larger and more pre-~
tentious the homes became., Miss White told them that many of
the fine old homes were built during the middle years after
the Civil War when Terre Haute was growing rapildly.

Near the cornsr of Sixth and Washington the bus parked.

On the southeast corner was the Washington Avenue Presbyterian

Church, on the northwest oorner the home of Mr, and Mrs. Anton
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Hulman, Jr., and on the southwest corﬁer the Historical Mus§um‘
of the Wabash Valley. |

"This will be the last place we will stop,"™ explained
Miss White. "We will not have time to stay as long as we
should to aoctually see things, but I want you to meet Dr.
Waldo Mitchell, the curator, and get some idea of what you
can expect to see in a museum. He will be glad for you to
come either by yourself or with friends on visiting days.
Then you mey see the things that are of special interest %o
you." |

Dr. Mitchell met the children at the door with a smile
and welcomed them to the museum, Xaoch took his or her turn
signing the register., The boys and girls wandered about the
rooms and found many items that interested them, They were
especially interested in Paul Dresser's plano end his ploture
above it, |

On the porch of the musewn Miss White gathered her
group about her and seid, "We will be traveling through the
downtown section of Terre Haute soon, Let's remember our
'bus menners!. Mr. Cheek will have to drive very carefully
through a lot of traffie. Let's help him by being quiet and ‘
watohing for scme of the interesting things we will see. From
here on to Wabash Avenue you will.soe meany beautiful homes,
On the left side of the street you will see 3t. Anthony's
Hospital. On the southeasﬁ‘corner of 3ixth and Walnut you
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will see the Y. M. C. A. After we have‘turned on to Wabash

Avenue you wlll recognize many stores and buildings. The

ones we are especially interested in because of their histor-
ical importance are the Terre Haute House at 7th and Wabash,
The Arcade Building where the 0l1d interurbans came in between
8th and 9th and the Hulman Building at 9th and Wabash which
was built in 1893. All of these buildings are on the north
slde of the street. The old Wabash-Erie Canal had warehouses
where the Hulman warehouses are mnow, We will continue on
Wabash to Brown Avenue so you might see the site of the rémous
old race track where the Stadium stands. We will turn north
there. On the southeast corner is Edgewood Grove subdivision
which used to be Mr. McKeen's Deer Park. He gave the land
for the old race track. We will follow Brown Avenue to Elm
and then follow Elm along the railroad tracks to North Twenty-
fifth where we will turn north again. I think when you sée
the many switoching trains and tracks you will realize why we
are 'railroaded’' so often. You will see the new Public Service
Company building on the south side of Elm. Just as we oross -
the rallroad tracks on North Twenty-fifth you will see some |
large buildings on the right side which have Turner Glass
Company on the offlce building., This was the site of one of
several glass fectories which used to be in Terre Haute. We

will turn left on Eighth Avenue and where do you suppose we

will stop?"
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It seemed thét one voice answéréd, "Deming School i

The ochildren were becoming weary, but were still in-
terested in seeing the places of interest their teacher had
called to thelr minds. They talked quietly and it was possi-
ble for Miss White to point out the Rose Home at Twenty-£ifth
and Wabesh and the old car barns which had housed the inter-
urbans a few blocks farther east,

After a few more blocks and turns in a north and west
direction the bus returned the group to Deming School. The
boys and girls tumbled from the bus and quickly disappearéd
in several different directions, calling as they departed,
"I'll see you tomorrow! Thanks for a wonderful day!"

The next day the children were "re-living' their his-
torical tour of places and sites that could be seen in Terre
Haute and Vigo County. Practically the whole day was spent
in talking over what they had seen. | |

"I got to do everything on our trip that I wanted to
do if we had of gone to Vincennes," commented Johnny, "except
buy a souvenir, I don't need a souvenir for as long as I
live I'll never forget the trip we took yesterday. I got to-
take a long ride on & bus and teke my lunch."

Tommy said, "I wanted to see the lWabash River if we

had of gone to Vincennes and I saw it here twice."

"We all saw the site of old Fort Harrison," remarked

Kenneth. "It was only the site of old Fort Sackville that we
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could have seen at Vinoennes."

"We saw the 0ld Preston Mouse and the old lfarkle House
which have mysterious stories about them," added Bobby,
"Perhaps some day it might be possible for school children
to go into them. I imagine they are Jjust as interesting as
the Harrlson IHouse."

"We didn't go into any 'echoihg monunents'," laughed
Janet, "but we sure saw all kinds of monwnents."

The conversation and the actions of the fourth grade
boys and girls convinced Miss White that the study of the
development of Terre Haute and Vigo County was quite worth-
while, Che felt that her boys and gilrls had a better appre~
clation of the people who helped their town grow fron a
western frontler river village to a large mid-western town,
She was sure they had a better understanding of the way that
town became the present day Terre Haute.

Llke Johnny said they didn't need a souvenir. All

about them were places and sites of historical importence.
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