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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

A school or school system is not properly run unless

provision is made for teachers, parents, and administrators

to understand the problems ot the students. It is during

the period ot lite called adolescence--the transitional period

trom childhood to adulthood--that numerous problems, varying

in nature, impinge upon the students. Only a thorough insight

into the implications and ramitications ot these problems can

guarantee their solution. SUch insight is contingent upon a

knowledge ot the adolescent's total oonstitution. Theretore.

oonoern for the out-ot-school associates and leisure time

activities ot adolesoents becomes an educational responsibility.

I. THE PROBLEM

Statement .2! !a! problem. The purpose of this study

was threetold: to reveal (1) the out-ot-school associates

ot adolescents; (2) the out-ot-school activities in whioh ado­

lesoents engage; and (3) the prominence ot dating in the social

lite ot adolesoent boys and girls.

L1DL1tatlon 2!~ proble.. This study was contined to

the sophomore. jun10r, and senior adolesoents of one Rockford.

Il11n01a. high school. The sophomore students ranged in age



Importance 2!~ study. Administrators and teachers

have long been aware of the fact that social contacts and ac­

tivities are essential to the adequate social adjustment ot

the adolescent. They are cognizant of the essentiality ot

these contaots being made and maintained with reputable persons

and in reputable social settings.

With the present short school day, the huge amount of

oommercialized recreation, and the increased freedom of youth,

adolesoents are faoed with the dilemma ot segregating appro­

priate from non-appropriate associates and activities. The

ability of students to successtully accomplish this task is

contingent upon their receiving adequate social guidanoe within

the home, sohool, and community. This type ot guidance oan

only be administered by persons thoroughly versed in social

problems oonfronting the typioal adolesoent. It was tor the

purpose ot aoquainting administrators, teachers, and parents--
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present and tuture--with the assooiates and aotivities of

Rockford, Illinois, adolescents that this study was made.

II. SOURCES OF DATA

Conclusions drawn in the study were based exclusively

on information revealed by 1,042 Rookford, Illlnoi~high

school adolescents by means of a questionnaire. Other sources

of data, secondary in nature, were textbooks concerned with

adolescent psychology and related periodical literature.

III. ORGANIZATION OF REMAINDER OF THE THESIS

Literature related to the problam is presented in

Chapter II.

The analysis ot data with related tables is presented

in Chapter III.

Chapter IV is concerned with the summary and conclusions.

The bibliography tollows Chapter IV.



CHAPTER II .

REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

Research relative to the associates of adolescents,

the composition of adolescent social groups, and the activi­

ties of adolescent groups has been voluminous. More limited

in SOOPlahaS been research relative to the dating frequency

and activities of this group. A brief summary of the work of

experimenters on prob~ems closely related to the one at hand

will be discussed in this studY~

Literature 2a~ preferred associates 2!~ adoles­

~. zachry,l in her discussion of the preferred associates

o't the adolescent boy, stated:

He does not seem open and confiding toward the
adult. More often he seems to be turning away to
the other children of his own age and sex. During
these years, a transition is made from the young·
child's intense preoccupation with himself and the
grown persons he has needed, to an interest in a
group of people most like himself; to age mates of
his own sex; and the child finds freedom and security
in the gang in whioh strong loyalties and antagonisms
develop. • • • What is important to him and his
friends, the child shrouds in secrecy from the eyes
of older persons who he expects would not be able t~

understand.

Adolesoents' friendships, according to Partridge,2 are

based upon faotors of the environment and faotors of the

1 Oaroline B. Zaokry, "tater Childhood, Some Questions
tor Researoh,· Progressive Education, 15: 522-23, November, 1938.

2 B. DeAlton Partridge, Sooial PSiCh010f,Y 2! Adolescenoe
(New York: Prentioe Hall, 19381, Pp. 10 -04.
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individual. The environmental faotors include propinquity.

oommunity ot interests, socio-economic status, and tradition.

Inoluded in the tactors ot the individual are age, raoe, sex,

physique, looks, and personality.

lurtey3 studied the intluenoe ot grade looation, neigh­

borhood, ohronologioal age, mental age, sooial maturity, height,

and weight on the adolescent boy's choioe ot oompanions. The

study, whioh included 296 boys, revealed that assooiation,

either at sohool or in the home ~eighborhood, was essenti~l to

the formation of adolesoent friendships and that, within the

same sohool or neighborhood, boys tend to select friends on

the basis of age, size, intelligenoe, and maturity.

A study of the similarities and dissimilarities of the

adolesoent and his companions was made by Wellman. 4 Eaoh ado­

lesoent was oompared with the assooiate with whom he was-most

trequently seen. Comparisons were made on the basis of ohrono­

logioal age, mental age, intelligenoe quotient, achievement in

soholarship, extrovertive tendencies, and health and physioal

achievement. The study, whioh inoluded 64 male and 50 fema~e

3 Paul H. Furfey, "Some Faotors Influenoing the selec~ion
ot B01S' Chums," Journal ~ Applied Psychology, 11: 47-51, Janu­
ar.y, 1929.

4 Beth Wellman, "The School Child's Choice of Companions,"
Journal 2! Eduoational Researoh, 14: 126-32, september, 1926.



adolesoents, revealed that pairs ot girls were more alike in

soholarship and least alike in height. The boys were most

alike in height, intelligenoe quotient, and ohronologioal age

and least alike in extroversion, soholarship, and mental age.

Partridge5 studied 142 adolesoent boys attending a

summer oamp to determine the similarity ot assooiates in intel­

ligenoe. Ample time was allowed tor the adolesoents to beoome

acquainted with other.campers, and the selection of tent mates

was allowed. Provision was mad~ for shifting about until each

individual felt satisfied with his assooiates. During the

camping season, each adolesoent was given the Army Alpha Group

Intelligenoe Test. A oomparison of the mental ages of the

adolescents and their chosen companions revealed that when

adolescent boys are permitted to seleot their own social group,

there is a tendency for them to seleot boys of their own· ohrono­

logioal age, and from the group of boys of the same ohronological

age, they are likely to select boys of like mental age.

In an attempt to determine the similarity in personality

traits between friends, Van DyneO stUdied 42 adolescent gir~s

who were attending a summer oamp. Eaoh camper revealed her

5 B. DeAlton Partridge, "A Study of Friendships Among
Adole.cent Boys,. lournal 2! Genetio Psyohology, 43: 472-77,
Deoember, 1933.

6 Virginia Van Dyne, "Personality Traits and Friendship
J'ormation in Adolesoent Girls," lournal !2! Sooial Psyohology.
12: 291-303. November, 1940.
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olosest oompanion, and the results of pairs of oompanions on

the Bernreuter Personality Inventory were oompared. The study

revea!ed a close oorrelation of ohronologioal age in pairs of

friends, as well as similarities in degree of dominance and

sooiability. The degree of emotional stability, self-suffioienoy,

introversion, and self-confidenoe were not closely related to

the friendship formations of adolescent girls.

Jenkins7 studied 2eO Riverside High School students to

determine faotors influencing the formation of friendships.

The study revealed that socio-economic status of the family

was an important faotor in friend seleotion. A study of the

souroes of friends revealed that 54 per cent of the adoles­

oents' friendships were made in sohool; 25 per oent in the

neighborhood; g per oent in the ohuroh; and 3 per oent in olubs.

Blldreth8 studied the preferred assooiates of two' dis­

tinctly different sooial and eoonomio levels of adolescents in

the New York area. One group consisted of pupils attending a

private sohool whioh enrolled mainly individuals from homes of

superior sooial and eoonomio status. Pupils who resided i~ an

industrial area, whose homes were typioal of industrial

7 Gladys G. Jenkins, "~aotors Involved in Children's
friendships," Jo~nal ~ Eduoational Psyohology, 22: 440-48,
september, 1931.

. ,
.. ~ .: 8-Gertrude Hildreth, "Adolesoent Interests and Abilities,"

199rnal gt Gen't~ Psychologl, 43: 65-92, September, 1943.



9 Sister K. Lucina, "Sex Differenoes in Adolescent Atti­
tudes Toward Best Friends," School Review, 48: 512-16, Septem­
ber, 1940.

10 caroline K. Tr,on, "The Adolesoent Peer CUlt,­
lortl-Third Yearbook of the National Sooiety !2£~ StudY of

duoatlon. Part I, ~9lilf,Pi. 226-29.

ot the preferred associates of the ninth and tweltth grade

students of the two areas is shown in Table I.

Lucina9 investigated the sex differences in adolescents t

attitudes toward their chums. The investigation consisted of

an attitude test, whioh was administered to 569 adolescents.

The test revealed (1) that boys trust their pals to baok them

up more than do girls their ohums; (2) that boys are more en­

vious of the success of their friends, particularly in sp~rts

and school work, than are girls; (3) that boys are more often

jealous of their friends than are girls; (4) that girls tend

to teel lost without their chums more than boys dO; and (5)

that girls, more than boys, have the attitude that chums cheer

and comfort them.

As a part ot the Adolescent Growth Study at the Univer-

sity ot California, TryonlU analyzed the traits most frequently

reported admirable in their companions by a group of adolescents.

Opinions were taken when 90 per cent of the 160 boys and girls

were 11 and 12 years of age, and again when the same group ~f

g .

A oontrast
I

oommunities, constituted the publio school group.



TABLE I

PRElERRED ASSOCIATES OF NINTH AND TWELFTH
GRADE ADOLESCENTS IN THE NEW YORK AREAl1

=

Boys Girls

Public ·School - Ninth Grade

1st Boys your own age 44 Girls your own age 42
2nd Mother 30 Mother 38
~rd Father 25 Father 24
th Girls your own age 22 Boys your own age 18

5th Older boys 10 Older boys 14

Private Sohool - Ninth Grade

1st Boys your own age 23 Girls your own age 22
2nd Mother 12 Older boys 18
~rd ·Father 12 Father lu
th Girls your own age 9 Mother 10

5th Older boys 8 Older girls 9

Public School - Twelfth Grade

1st Boys your own age 2b Girls your own age 23
2nd Girls your own age 17 Mother 18

~~
Mother 15 Father 12
Father 15 Boys your own age 11

5th Older boys 9 Older boys ~

Older girls 8

Private School - Twelfth Grade

lat Boys your own age 11 Older boys - 1b
2nd Girls your own age 4 Girls your own age

~
~~

J'ather 4 Older girls
Mother 4 Other adults .3

5th Younger girls 3 Boys your own age 3
Other adults 3

11 Hildreth. gR.- .!!!.. pp. 81-82.
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students reaohed the ages of 14 and 15. The most admired

qualities by the boys in their companions at the eleven-

and twelve-year level were oompetence in group games; ability

to lead, direot, or keep a game going; fearlessness; daring­

ness; aggressiveness; boisterousness; and rugged appearanoe.

When the same group of boys reaohed the fourteen- and fifteen­

year level, great emphasis was still plaoed on physical skill

and daringness; however, poise, personableness, likeableness,

and grooming replaoed the other traits formerly considered de­

sirable.

Most important in determining prestige for girls at the

eleven- and twelve-year level were such qualities as being

pretty, tidy, and gracious. Enthusiasm, good humor, and dooility

were also considered important. When the girls reaohed the ages

or fifteen and sixteen, the sedate design was replaced by suoh

oharaoteristios as amiability and good sportsmanship•

..L..it...e...r..a_t..u..r...e £.e.~ aotivities gL 18! adolesoent. From an

analysis or 2,000 questionnaires filled out by adolescents, ­

11eege12 determined the amount of leisure time the adolesoent

spent at home. The study revealed that over 00 per oent of

the adolescents spent one hour or more of their leisure time

at home and that on17 11.; per oent spent "soaroe17 any" or

12 Urban ~ Fleege, Belt-Revelation ot the Adolesoent
IU. (K1lwaUkee: Bruoe Publishing dO. t 19fJ~)-;-p:-;r.
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-none" ot their leisure time at home. The amount ot time

spent at bome by treshmen, sophomores, juniors, and seniors

is shown in Table II.

Bell13 revealed the responses of over 12,000 Maryland

adolesoents to a question designed to uncover the activity in

whioh each youth spent most ot his leisure time during a year.

Partioipation in individual sports and team games made up 37

per cent ot all male amusement, while reading made up 35 per

oent ot all tema1e amusement. Reading constituted the seoond

most popular male aotivity, making up 16 per cent ot the amuse­

ment; however, dancing and dating held second place with the

temale adolesoents, making up 13.7 per cent. Table III reveals

tbe leisure time activities ot both sexes.

A oomparison ot the leisure time activities ot the twenty

highest and lowest rating adolesoents on a mental alertness test

was made by H11dreth. 14 The median total weighted score tor the

bright group (Group I) was 113, as oompared with 39 tor the dull

group (Group II). Sports oocupied the initial position tor

both groups; however, students in Group II oonfined their sports

to baseball, basketball, hookey, and billiards. Group I re­

vealed a broader range ot sports, inoluding chess, traok,

13 Boward )I. Bell, Youth Tell Their story (Washington:
Amerioan Counoil on EducatIon, 1938), p. 161.

14 Hildreth, 100. oit.--



TABLE II

.Al4OUNT OF LEISURE TIME WHICH 20Q
HIGH-SCHOOL BOYS SPEND· AT HOME15

Amount ot leisure Fresh- Sopho- Jun- San- All
time spent at home men mores iors lors Classes

Allot lt 3.6~ 4.8~ 2.4~ 2.2~ 3.3~

Three fourths ot lt 22.6 22.8 23.2 21.8 22.6

One half ot lt 37.0 37.6 34.4 30.6 34.9

One fourth ot lt 25.8 23.6 27.6 29.0 26.5

Soaroely any 8.6 8.0 10.6 13.8 10.3

None .8 .8 1.0 2.2 1.2

No answer 1.6 2.4 .8 .4 1.2

15 Fleege. 100. oit.



* This inoludes idling, sitting on tront steps, talking on stre$t
oorners, pleasure driving.

f 1 Individual sports 21.6 1 Reading 35.0

2 Reading 16.7 2 Dating, dancing 13.7

3 Team games 15-7 3 Handicraft, hobbies 13.4

4 Loafing* 13.1 4 Movies 12.0

5 Dating, dancing 10.9 5 Individual sports 11.1

6 Movies 9.4 6 Loafing* 5.4

7 Hobbies 5.5 7 Listening to radio 2.2

8 Listening to radio l.g g Team games 1.1

9 Quiet games 1.5 9 Quiet games 0.8

10 Other activities 3.8 10 .Other activities 5.3

Female Youth Percen-
Activity tage

Percen Rank
tage

Male Youth
Activity

TABLE III

PRINCIPAL LEISURE TIME ACTIVITIES OF YOUTH
ACCORDING TO SEX1b

16 Bell, 100. oit.

Rank
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backgammon, soccer, golf, and waterpolo. Other recreation re­

ported by the groups is shown in Table IV.

Cook and Goodrioh17 oonduoted a survey to determine how

many minutes per day high school students spent in various leisure

time aotivities. To obtain this information, a list of twenty

oommon aotivities was given to 1,000' pupils representing the

sophomore, junior, and senior olasses ot Lincoln High Schoo!

(Nebraska). An analysis of the data revealed that boys spent

22 minutes per day participating in atter-sohool sports; 40

minutes per day with outside reading; 30 minutes per day at

the mot~on-pioture theater; 14 minutes at parties; and 34 minutes

at other entertainments. An analysis of the girls' responses

revealed that only 6 minutes per day were spent in after-school

sports; 42 minutes in outside reading; 25 minutes at the motion

pioture theater; 17 minutes at parties; and 23 minutes at other

entertainments.

The ten most popular play aotivities of boys and girls,

ages g to 21, were cited by Lehman and Witty.18 By contrasting

the aotivities ot the fourteen and eighteen year old boys, £t

oan be seen that organized group games, which are preferred at

the 14 year level, are largely replaced at the 20 year level by

17 Inez Cook and T. V. Goodrioh, "How High School Pupils
Spend Their T~e,. School Review, 36: 771-78, December, 1929.

18 H. C. LehDLaD and Paul A. Witty, pmh010gz ot~
Aotl'Yltles (1I11waukee: A. S. Barnes Co., 19 , pp. 100-U3.



TABLE IV·

LEISURE TIME ACTIVITIES REPORTED BY
BRIGHT AND DULL STUDENTS19

Group I Group II

Traveling 4 Swimming 3
Swimming 3 Ice Skating 3
Doing science experiments 2 Going to church or

sunday school 2
Having dates 1 Fishing 2
Reading 1 Folk dancing 1
Hiking 1 social dancing 1
Attending plays 1 watching athletic events 1
Skiing 1 Horseback riding 1
Working around machinery 1 Traveling 1
Boating 1 Attending movies 1
Horseback riding 1 Gymnasium work 1
Going to parties 1 Drawing or painting 1
Camping 1 Racing 1

Playing records or
victrolia 1

19 Hildreth. 22,- cit., p. 86.
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passive sports and social relationships involving girls. A'

comparison ot the activities ot 14 and le year old girls re­

veals a oomplete absence of interest in sports at the higher

level. A much earlier social maturity is shown by the girls

than by the boys. The tindings of Lehman and Witty are shown

in Table V.

The leisure-time activities of sophomore, junior, and

senior students of Univ~rsity City, Missouri, were studied by

01ds. 20 Ot the 437 boys and 403 ~irls answering the question­

naire, a higher proportion of boys than. girls reported spending

their time watching sports and participating in both supervised

and unsupervised sports and games. A higher proportion of girls

than boys reported spending their time studying, reading, and

attending movies. The findings regarding University City adoles­

cents are shown in Table VI.

The popularity of certain reoreational activities with

adolesoent boys was studied by Dimock.2~ The study revealed

that reading interests register a larger number of participants

than any other type of adolescent activity. Reading was

tollowed by passive sports, which include: listening to the

20 Edward B. Olds. "How Do Young People Spend their
Leisure Time?" Reoreation, 42: 45e.62, January, 1949.

21 Hedley S. Dimook, Redisooverigg the Adolescent (New
York: Assooiation Press, 19371. p. 61. ---

..
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22 Lehman and Witty, loc. oit.

Fourteen years
Reading books
Playing the piano for tun
Going to the movies
Sooial danoing
Going to parties or pionics
Basketball
Reading the newspaper
Sewing, knitting, orooheting
Visiting or entertaining
Having dates

Eighteen years
Reading books
Having dates
Visiting or entertaining
Reading short stories
Sooial olubs
Writing letters
Going to entertainments
Sooial danoing
Playing the piano
Driving an automobile

Girls

TABLE V

THE TEN MOST POPULAR PLAY ACTIVITIES
AT AGES FOURTEEN AND EIGHTEEN22

B01S

Basketball
Baseball
P'ootball
Hunting
Reading books
Riding a bicycle
Driving an automobile
Going to the movies
Listening to the radio
Watching athletic sports

P'ootball
Basketball
Reading books
Driving an automobile
Tennis
Watching athletic sports
Baseball
HWlt1ng
Just loaf1ng or lounging
Having dates



TABLE VI

PER CENT OF YOUTH ENGAGING IN EAOH ACTIVITY
AND AVERAGE NUMBER OF HOURS PER WEEK. PER

YOUTH ENGAGING IN EACH ACTIVITY BY SEX23

Average number ot
Per oent en- hours per youth

Aotivity
gaging in engaging in eaoh
eaoh activity aotivity

Boys Girls Boys Girls

studying 87 9~ 8.4 8.4
Radio listening 92 93 7.1 8.2
Loating with triends 85 90 7.2 0.2
Jobs and housework 73 80 8.2 6.5
Reading 82 91 4. 9 3.9
lr19vies 67 72 .1 4.2
Musioal aotivities 23 43 6.5 5.5
Games 60 60 3.3 2.3
Watohing sports 6g 47 a· 3 2.6
Hobbies a5 42 .9 4.1
Loating alone 61 2.8 3.3
Unsupervised sports ~7 27 4.1 -2.6
Religious activities

2a ~~
2.6 a· o

Chaperoned parties
a· 9 .4

Parties. unohaperoned 29 37 .0 4.3
Club aotivities 40 52 2.7 2.0
SUpervised sports 40 27 3.9 2.4
Conoerts. plays. and

leotures 27 38 2.0 2.2
Sohool activities 29 32 2.0 1.9-
Soout aotivities 15

1~
3.5 3.0

Classes 5 2.0 2.2

The aotivities in the above table are ranked acoording
to the total time spent on them by both boys and girls.

23 Olds. S!i.. oit. t P. 460.
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radio, attending movies, automobile riding, watohing sports,

and listening to stories. Aotual partioipation in sports

was reported by 37 peroent of the boys; however, 62 per oent

indioated interest in sports trom the view of a speotator.

Dimook's findings are shown in Table VII.

Numerous studies have revealed that attending movies,

loafing, and talking oonsume a large amount of the adolesoent's

leisure time. Having questioned 241 female and 239 male ado­

lesoents, Witty and Coomer24 disoovered the frequenoy of movie

attendanoe by adolesoents. This attendanoe, by grade and sex,

is shown in Table VIII.

The type of movies preferred by adolesoents was studied

by Mitohell. 25 Her f'indings indioated that tnere are sex dif-

f'erenoes in the movie preferenoes ot adolesoents. Adventure

piotures were the preferenoe ot high sohool boys; but high

sohooi girls rated them as their eighth ohoioe. Romantio pio­

tures were pref'erred by girls; with boys, they were seventh

ohoioe. Mitohell's tindings are shown in Table IX.

24 Paul Witty and Anne Coomer, "Aotivities and Preter­
ences ot a Seoondary-Sohool Group," Journal of' Eduoational
P8loholoQ, 43: 65-76, lrebruary, 194'3. -

25 Alice ~ Kitohell, Children and MOvies (Chioago:
University ot Chioago Press, ~.~.



TABLE VII

SUMMARY OF PARTICIPATION BY BOYS IN
VARIOUS TYPES OF PLAY INTERESTS2b

8

29

18

26

19

Per Cent
of Total
Partici-

pants

24

73

37

28

62

Average
Number
of Par­
tici­
pants

507

442

330

308

144

Number
ot Par­
tici­
PB.J.lts

9

7

Number
ot Ao­
tivi­
ties

26 Dimook, !2.2.. 01t,

Type of Activity

Misoellaneous Interests-­
SUnday sohool, whIstling,
oard games, ohurch, writing
letters, driVing cars, ex­
oursions, ohecker playing,
pool, eto. 16

Construotive Activities-­
Drawing, making some­
thing, collecting stamps,
etc., playing other musi-
oal instruments 6

Readins Activity--
SUnday funnIes, news­
papers, books, comic
strips, magazines,
jokes, short stories

Physical Interests-­
Basketball, football,
gym work, swimming,
bicycle riding, wrest­
ling, volley ball,
boxing, races

Passive-Spectator Items-­
Radio, car riding, movies,
watohing sports, listening
to stories



TABLE VIII

MEAN NUMBER OF TIMES HIGH SCHOOL STllDENTS
ATTEND THE CINEMAS EACH WEEK27

(OAK PARK)

Number 2! ,Cinema Attendances

Grade Girls Boys Both
Sexes

IX .94 .97 .96

X 1.08 1.04 1.06

XI 1.12 1.44 1.2lS

XII .g1 1.06 .9.1

All grades .9g 1.11 1.04

27 witty and Coomer, ~. ill., p. 71.



TABLE IX

FREQUENCY OF SELECTION OF SPECIFI~~ TYPES
OF MOVIES AS FIRST CHOIC~'

High School ~oys High School Girls-
Type or Movie Per Rank Per Rank

Cent Order Cent Order

Adventure 13.7 1 6.1 8
Comedy . 13.0 2 10.3 3
Educational 2.8 10 2.1 Iv
Historioal 12.9 3 10.6 2
Mystery 8.9 5 8.8 5
Romanoe 7.u 4 22.8 1
Sports 11.9 8.0 6
Tragedy 5.0 8 9.9 4
War 3.8

~
2.2 9

Western 7.5 6.5 7

28 Mitchell, 10c. oit.
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Since talking occupied a large amount ot the adoles-'

cent's leisure time, Fleege29 studied the changes in topios

ot conversation among boys as they progressed trom the tresh­

man to senior year. The study was based on the replies of

2,000 boys, who mentioned nearly 6,000 topios whioh they most

frequently talked about among themselves. Most of the subjeots

may be olassified under six major topios: sports, girls,

sohool, dates, sex, an~ movies. The results of Fleege's study

are shown in Table X.

Literature ~ boy-girl relationships. Kuhlen and Lee3u

studied· 700 ohildren, grades six, nine, and ten, to obtain

measures of sooial aooeptability at different age levels through

the adolesoent period. The study revealed a signifioant trend

toward ohoosing oompanions of the opposite sex as students ad­

vanoed from the sixth to the tw~lrth grade. The major findings

of the study are shown in Table XI.

lUrfeY's3l study of Chioagogangs revealed that there is

a tendency tor boys to break away trom the gang and enter into

activities involving girls upon reaching adolescenoe. The study

29 !'leege, 5!l!.. oit., p. 23L4-.

30 Raymond G. Kuhlen and Beatrice J. Lee, "Personality
Charaoteristio8 and Acceptability in Adolesoence," Journal ~
llduoational P81oholoq, 3L4-: 32J.-"kI, September, 1943.

3.1. Paul II. :rurfe", !!! Gans Age (New York: MacMillan
00., 192&), p. 14.



TABLE X

TOPICS HIGH SCHOOL BOYS MOS!' FREQ.UENTLY
TALK ABOUT AMONG THEMSELVEs32

Topio Fresh- Sopho- Juniors Seniors All
men mores Classes

1 Sports 6.2J gO.2~ 75.0~ 75.iiJ 73.3~
2 Girls 53.6 67.6 70.6 80.0 6e.o
3 School, studies, ..

and teachers 27.0 27.2 29.0 27.3 27.6
4 Sooial activities,

dates, good times 9.6 16.0 20.1 24.2 17.5
5 sex, sexual rela-

tions, dirty Jokes 11.2 12.4 16.4 20.1 15.0
0 140vies 16.4 10.4 9.0 7.6 10.~
7 Current happenings 7.6 7.9 7.1 . 10.6 8.
8 Cars, airplanes,

machinery 5.4 g.2 4. 4 7.0 7.u
9 Generalities 7.4 a· o .1 6.4 a· 7

10 Other boys 5.5 .2 3.3 3.4 .1
11 One's experiences 6.0 3.2 2.0 1.6 3.2
12 Hobbies 2.5 3.2 4.4 2.0 3.u

~a
Jobs or work 1.0 l.g 2.0 6.1 2.7
Money 1.2 2.g 3.0 3.1 2.5

15 Things one is going
2.~. to do 1.9 2.0 3.4- 2.2

16 Future vocation 1.2 1.4 1.6 4.7 2.2
17 Misoellaneous: re-

ligion, olothes,
4.0 4:a 3.4home, eats, eto. 2.2 3.2

Ie No answer 3.4 1.6 .g 1.D

32 Fleege, !2£. ~.



Grade Grade Grade
I: .

VI IX XII

Percentage of boys choosing girls 45.0 72.5 75.0
Percentage of girls choosing boys 39.2 59.7 63.0

Percentage ot boys chosen by girls 31.2 49.1 66.5
Percentage of girls chosen by boys 30.g 52.4 59.7

Percentage of boys ohosen by no one 5.5 5.0 1.9
Percentage of girls ohosen by no one 2.5 3.2 4.2

.) ..

TABLE XI

CHANGES IN SOCIAL RELATIONSHIPS AT ADOLESCENCE
AS SHOWN BY THE PERCENTAGE Q.F BOYS AND GIRLS
OF DIFFERENT GRADE GROUPS, \~O CHOOSE MEMBERS

OF THE OPPOSITE SEX AS COMPANIONS FOR
VARIOUS ACTIVITIES, WHO ARE CHOSEN

BY THE OPPOSITE SEX, AND WHO ARE
CHOSEN BY NO ONE33

33 Kuhlen and Lee, ~. ~., p. 326.
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further revealed that the desertion of the gang is neither

BUdden nor complete, and is eased by a similar inclination

of other adolesoents of equal maturity.

The question, I1Do you go out with girls?" was included

in a questionnaire administered by Fleege. 34 The responses to

the question by 2,000 adolescent boys revealed that one out of

every tour boys goes out with girls frequently; 4 out 10,

occasionally; and more than one third never go out with girls.

The study further revealed that increases of heterosexual in­

terests parallel increases of age during the adolescent period.

Fleegets findings appear in Table XII.

A nation-wide survey by "Remmers and Shinberg35 revealed

that 48 per oent of the adolescent boys seldom have dates, 41

per cent do not have a girl friend, and 34 per cent are bashful

about asking girls for dates. Thirty-nine per cent of the

girls revealed that they seldom have dates, 30 per cent do not

have a boy friend; and 33 per cent do not know how to keep boys

interested.

Taylor3b reported that personality was the trait voted

most desirable in companions of the opposite sex by a mixed

34 rleege. £2. ~•• pp. 189-90.

35 H. H. Remmers and Lyle M. Spencer, "All Young People
Have Problems." N.E.A. Jou.rnal, 39: 183. Maroh, 1950.

36 Katherine W. Taylor, Do Adolesoents Need Parents?
(Ne. York: D. Appleton Century CO., 1938), PP.118-79.



TABLE XII

FREQUENCY WITH WHICH BOYS ON THE VARIOUS
HIGH SCHOOL LEVELS GO OUT WITH GIRLS.5(

Do you go out with girls?
Oooasionally Frequently Never

All classes 42.1'.£ 23.2~ 34. 7~

lreshmen 38.4 13.2 48.4

Sopho~res 43.2 16.8 40.0

Juniors 41.2 26.8 32.v

Seniors 45.4 36.0 U~.6
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class of high school juniors. Personality was defined by

the group as "life and pep," "vivacity," and "enthusiasm."

Other traits mentioned by the juniors, in order of preference,

are shown in Table XIII.

The frequency of dating among high school youth, single

versus double dating, and activities engaged in when on dates

were the subjeots investigated in a studY by Punke. 38 By

means of a questionnaire, data tor the studY were secured from

1,644 to 2,007 adolescents in nine different states. Th~ studY

revealed grade differences in dating frequenoy. Although no

consistent or significant sex differences in dating appeared

at the freanman level, a substantial sex difference was re­

ported at the senior level. A comparison of the dating of

freshman and senior boys and girls is shown in Table XIV.

The most frequently mentioned activities engaged in

when ~n dates were also revealed by Punke. 39 In the order

mentioned they were: attending movies, dancing, and riding

in automobiles. From the standpoint of dating possibilities

afforded, youth in the states studied were not greatly 1m­

pressed with musioal entertainment, religious activities,

reading, school work, or indoor game••

38 Harold ~ Funke, "Dating Praotioes of High-Sohool
Youth,- Bulletin ot jh'4National A8soo1atkaa ~ secondary
Schoo~ Principal', 2 : 7-54, January, 19 •

39 Loc. cit.--



TABLE XIII

QUALITIES DESIRED IN THE OPPOSIT~~~EX

BY HIGH SCHOOL BOYS AND GIRL~

What eleventh grade
high school girls

want in boys

Personality
One who gets on well with all

kinds ot other people, in­
cluding parents

Good physique
Good conversation (variety--

both small talk and serious)
Good listener
Intelligent
Not conceited
Good sense a f humor
Looks neat and clean
Polite
Good dancer

----~---40 Taylor, 2,2,. cit., p. 178.

What eleventh grade
high school boys .

want in girls

Personality
Nice looking
One who is considerate
Good conversation (variety--

both small talk and serious)
Good listener
Both feminine and a pal
Can do many things wi th you,

such as swimming, hiking,
and skating

Intelligent
Good sense ot humor
The kind that makes one

want to be polite
Not too much make-up



TABLE nv
FREQ,UENCY OF DATING OF HIGH SCHOOL PUPILS,

AC~~;~G~=S~UB~:T~i~l

..
Frequency in number ot dates per month Single va. Double Dating

Percentage distribution Per cent
by number or dates or dates

per month that are
Number Number double

Reporting none 1-4 5-10. over 10 Reporting dates

J're8hman DOYs 1276 53.8 20.6 16.0 9.6 623 45.5

freshman girls 1490 53.0 21.3 17.0 8.7 814 Sl.0

Senior boys 140e 21.6 29.5 28.9 20.0 1094 55.6

Senior girls 1454 13.6 19.4 33.1 33.9 1412 80.b

I

41 Funke, 2,E..,.£!1., p. 4a.
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The amount of expenditures for leisure time activities

by 130 boys was studied by Horvoth. 42 The popularity of acti-

vities was asoertained by the amount of money spent for them.

f The activities and expenditures of adolesoent boys are shown
<
~

~ 1n Table XV.

42 ~ G. Horvoth, "Barnings and Expenditure of 130 Boy.
in a General Vooational Sohool," N.E.A, Bulletin of secondary
Sohool Prinoipals, 29: 59-72, 7ebruarl, 1945. --



TABLE XV

EXPENDITURES FOR ENTERTAINMENT,
LEISURE, AND RECREATIOlf+3

Number Range Per cent
Item Re- in Ave- ot

porting Dollars rages Total

Movie Pictures 127 ~20 - 19.8u 3.58 21.0

j
Games ot chance 61 .05 - 11.11 2.58 15.1
Dates 29 .20 - 11.65 1.75 10.2

~ Athletio activities,
~.

bowling, eto. 66 .05 - 17•40 1.64 9.6
Drinks, candy, etc. III .15 - 6. 0 1.42 g.3
Cigarettes and tobacco 72 .10 - 4.40 1.21 7.1
Transportation other than
to school gl .15 ... 13.50 .g9 8.2

Admission to athletic
events 22 .10 - 3.25 .75 4.4

Games, puzzles, new
4.4equipment

g~
.10 ... 3.25 • 75

Comio books, magazines .10 - 5.20 .70 4.1
Gitts and treats 75 .05 ... 6.00 ·40 4.1
Upkeep ot possessions 25 .08 - 3·a2 • 3 2.7
Misoe11aneous 4& .08 ... 6. 0 .63 3.9



CHAPTER III

PRESENTATION OF DATA

By means of a questionnaire distributed to the students'

of one Rookford, Illinois, high school, the primary data for

this study were seoured. Of the 1,052 questionnaires returned

by the students, only ten were discarded because of obvious

imperfections. The age, grade, and sex distribution of the

remaining 1,042 students is shown -in Table XVI.

I. THE ASSOCIATES OF ADOLESCENTS

Female groups. The data colleoted showed that 562, or

98 per cent, ot the Rockford, Illinois adolescent girls fre­

quently associated with a group of girls. With reference to

the size of the adolescent girls' sooial group, no speoific

pattern was apparent; however, over 50 per cent of the girls

assooiated with groups composed of less than six members. The

peroentage ot girls indicating various sizes ot groups is shown

in Table XVII.

A great deal ot overlapping appeared in the age ranges

of girl groups. Fifteen years was the age of the associates of

24.2 per cent of the fourteen year old girls; ages fifteen to

sixteen were indicated by 20.7 per oent of the tourteen year old

sirls; from fourteen to sixteen by 20.7 per cent; trom fourteen

to titteen by 13.8 per cent; trom fourteen to seventeen by 6.7 p.r



I TABLE XVI
J DISTRIBUTION OF 1,042 ROCKFORD, ILLINOI& HIGH~

J SCHOOL STUDENTS ACCORDING TO AGE, GRADE, AND SEX
~
r
~
~ Sophomores Juniors Seniors Totals
J.

Age Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female
l!

~ 14 17 31 17 31

15 135 150 17 33 152 193

16 ·43 36 92 135 6 23 141 194

17 11 4 3g 24 75 120 124 148

18 1 1 2g 12 29 13

19 1 4 4 4 5

20 1 1

Totals 207 221 147 194 114 159 468 574
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oent; from fifteen to seventeen by 6.7 per oent; from thirteen

to fourteen by 3.6 per oent; and from thirteen to sixteen by

3.6 per oent. From these statistios, it oan be stated that

~ 92.g per oent of the girls' friends for fourteen year old girls
~

ranged from fourteen to seventeen years of age.

Thirty-six and three tenths per oent of the fifteen year

old girls indioated that their girl friends ranged from fifteen

to sixteen years of age; 17 per oent speoified fifteen years;

13.6 per oent indioated ages fifteen to seventeen; 9.7 per "oent

indicated ages fourteen to sixteen; 7.3 per cent indioated four-

~ teen to fifteen years; 3.9 per oent indioated fourteen to seven-
fio! teen years; 2.8 per oent indioated sixteen to seventeen years;

2.g per cent indioated sixteen years; 2.4 per oent indioated

ages thirteen to sixteen; 2.4 per oent indioated ages fifteen

to eighteen; six tenths per oent indicated ages fourteen to

nineteen; six tenths per cent indioated ages fifteen to nine­

teen; and six tenths per oent indicated ages thirteen to fifteen.

rrom these statistics it can be stated that the girl friends ot

at least 92.2 per oent of the fifteen year old girls ranged in

age from fourteen to seventeen years.

The ages of the female assooiates of sixteen year old

girls were as follows: 19.4 per cent stated that their girl

triends were sixteen years of age; 19.4 per cent stated sixteen

to: seventeen ,eara of age; 16.1 per oent stated ages tifteen to

8ixteen; 15.2 per oent stated ages fitteen to seventeen; g.6 per
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oent stated sixteen to eighteen; 6.4 per oent stated fourteen

to sixteen years; 4.e per oent stated fifteen to eighteen years;

2 per oent stated age seventeen; 1.6 per oent stated ages four­

teen to fifteen; 1.6 per oent stated age fifteen; 1 per oent

indioated ages thirteen to sixteen; 1 per oent indicated ages

seventeen to nineteen; five tenths per cent indicated a range

of from fourteen to eighteen years; five tenths per cent indi-

oated a range of from sixteen to nineteen years; and five tenths

per oent indicated age eighteen. ~rom these figures it oan· be

stated that a minimum of e7.5 per oent of the sixteen year old

k girls selected their associates from girls ranging from fifteen
t
I to eight~en years of age.

The ages of girl friends, as indioated by the seventeen

year old girls, were as follows: seventeen years by 17.8 per

cent; seventeen to eighteen years by 17.2 per cent; sixteen to

seventeen by 15.e per oent; sixteen to eighteen by 15.8 per oent;

fifteen to seventeen by 8.6 per oent; seventeen to nineteen by

3.9 per oent; fifteen to eighteen by 3.9 per oent; sixteen to

nineteen by 3.2 per oent; seventeen to twenty by 2.6 per oent;

agea fifteen to sixteen, sixteen, fifteen to twenty, sixteen to

twenty. and eighteen to nineteen by 1.4 per cent; and ages four~

teen to sixteen, fifteen, fifteen to sixteen, sixteen to twenty­

two, fourteen to aeventeen, seventeen to twenty by .even tenths

~per oent. ~rom these figures, it oan be oonoluded that a minimum



38

ot 6S per cent of the seventeen year old girls selected their

temale associates from the sixteen to eighteen year old age

range.

Forty-six per cent ot the temale associates ot eighteen

year old girls were titteen to eighteen years ot age; 30.e per

cent reported a range ot trom seventeen to eighteen years; 15.5

per cent reported a range ot trom sevent.en to nineteen years

ot age; and 7.7 per cent reported a range ot trom fitteen to

seventeen years.

Ot the four nineteen year old girls indioating assooiation

with a group ot girls, two (50 per cent) reported the age ot the

group to range trom seventeen to twenty-tour years; one (25 per

oent) indicated a range ot tram sixteen to eighteen years; and

one (25 per cent) indioated a range ot trom titteen to sixteen

~ triends ~ adolesoent girls. Ninety-eight per cent

ot the high school girls indioated having a best girl friend.

Sixty-tour per cent ot the tourteen year old girls indicated

that their best triend was titteen years of age; 24 per cent

stated that the best girl triend was sixteen years ot age; and

12 per cent stated age tourteen.

Forty-eight per cent ot the titteen year old girls stated

that their best girl triend was tltteen years ot agej 34 per oent

atated age sixteen; 14 per cent stated age tourteen; 2.6 per cent

atated ase seventeen; six tenths per cent stated age thirteen; and

a1x tentha per cent stated age eighteen.



~
f titteen; 3 per cent indicated age nineteen; and 1 per cent in-
I
~ dicated ,age twenty.

Sixty-tive per oent of the eighteen year old girls re­

ported that their best girl friend was seventeen years ot age;

30 per oent stated age eighteen; and 5 per cent stated age

nineteen.

'.
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Sixteen was the age ot the best girl friend ot 55 per

oent ot the sixteen year old girls; seventeen was the age ot

the best triend ot 23 per cent; titteen was the age ot the

best friend ot 17 per cent; eighteen was the age ot the best

triend ot 4 per cent; and nineteen was the age ot the best

triend ot 1 per cent.

Sixty-two per cent of the seventeen year old girls in­

dicated that their best'girl friend was seventeen years of age;

16 per cent indioated age sixteen; 5 per oent indicated age

The tive nineteen year old girls reported that their best

triend was eighteen years ot age.

Heterosexual groups reported ~ girls. In response to,

the question, "Do you go around with a group ot boys?" 97 per

oent ot the adolescent girls replied negatively. The size of

group reported by the 3 per oent giving a positive response

ranged trom two to three members, and in most oases the male

members .ere relatives ot the girls.
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At the tourteen year old level, heterosexual groups oon­

sisted ot trom two to ten members'ot eaoh sex, two or three mem­

bers ot eaoh sex oomposing the median size group. Fitteen year

old girls mentioned membership in groups composed ot trom two to

titteen members ot each sex, with three members being the median

size ot a mixed group. Twenty-seven and seven tenths per cent of

the seventeen year old girls indicated membership in a hetero­

sexual group oomposed ot tour members ot each sex. The range in

size ot groups, as indioated by the seventeen year old girls, was

trom two to ten members ot eaoh sex. Sixty-two and five tenths

per cent ot the eighteen year old girls. belonged to a hetero­

sexual group oomposed of three male and three ~emele members.

Thirty-seven and tive tenths belonged to a group composed of

tour male and tour temale members. The nineteen year old girl

who indioated membership in a heterosexual group indioated that

tour persons ot eaoh sex oomposed the group. The trequenoy ot

mention ot the various sizes ot heterosexual groups by girls,

aooording to their ages, is shown in Table XVIII.

~itty-six per cent ot the tourteen year old girls, 83

per cent ot the titteen year old girls, 65 per oent of the

sixteen year old girls, 31 per oent ot the seventeen year old

girls, 2e per oent ot the eighteen year old girls, and 25 per

~ oent ot the nineteen year old girls reported going around with

i~ a heterosexual group. These groups, -in the main, oonsisted ot
~

~ an equal number ot male and temale members•
•"~



TABLE XVIII

SIZE OF HETEROSEXUAL GROUPS TO -NIUCH GIRLS,
ACCORDING TO AGE, REPORTED

MEMBERSHIP -

Number ot
persons ot .. Age ot girls reporting
eaoh sex
oomposing

14 yrs. 16the group 15 yrs. yrs. 17 yrs. 18 yrs. 19 yrs.

2 21.5~ 17.3~ 9.0% 8.9~
r~

28.7 25.4 27.7 62.5~(\ 3 21.5ft;

4 7.1 15.9 27-7 33.4 37.5 100.0%
k 5 7.1 12.5 9.7 13.41
if

6 7.1 9.3 12.2 7.8~,
}i

14.3 .8 4.4.t;,

7 5.1f
8 7.1 1.7 3.2

10 14.3 4.3 9.0 4.4

over 10 6.2 3.0
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The ages ot the members of heterosexual groups were

more expansive than the a~es of member's of homogeneous groups.

Fourteen year old girls indicated that members of male-female

f groups ranged from fourteen to nineteen years of age, the
~
~ range of from fourteen to sixteen years being most frequently

mentioned. Fifteen year old girls indicated that the members

of the heterosexual groups to which they belonged ranged trom

fourteen to twenty years of age. The ages fifteen to seventeen

were most frequently mentioned. Sixteen to eighteen years of

age was the range of members of heterosexual groups to which

sixteen year old girls belonged; the total age range of mem-

bars was from fifteen to twenty-one years of age. The seven-

teen year old girls stated that members of male-female groups

ranged from sixteen to twenty-three years ot age; however, in

most cases, the groups were confined to persons seventeen to

nineteen years of age. Eighteen to twenty years of age was

the range mentioned exclusively by the eighteen year old girls.

The one nineteen year old girl who indicated association with

a heterosexual group stated that the age range of members was­

trom nineteen to twenty-three years.

~ groups. The data collected revealed that 99 per

oent ot the Rockford high school boys associated with a group

ot boys. With reterence to the size ot the male groups, no

speoitio pattern was apparent; however, over 50 per cent ot



the boys were members ot groups with less than five members.

The one twenty year old boy, who oomposed 100 per cent ot

the twenty year old category, indicated assooiation with a

group of five boys. The peroentage of boys indicating the

various sizes of groups is shown in Table XI~

Great variance was apparent in the ages of the asso­

ciates of adolescent boys. Fifty-three and three tenths per

cent of the tourteen year old boys associated with boys ranging

from fourteen to sixteen years of 'age; 26.7 per cent indioated

~ a range of from thirteen to fifteen years of age; and 20 per
~

~

t
f cent indicated association with boys ranging from fourteen to
~

eighteen years of age.

Responses from the fifteen year old boys indicated that

36.2 per oent associated with boys ranging from fourteen to six­

teen years of age; 23.4 per cent associated with boys ranging

from fifteen to twenty-two; 7.5 per oent assooiated with boys

ranging from fifteen to eighteen; 7.5 per cent associated with

boys ranging from thirteen to sixteen; 7.4 per cent associated

with bOys age sixteen; 5.3 per cent associated with boys from

tifteen to sixteen; 4.4 per cent associated with boys from

seventeen to nineteen; 1 per cent associated with boys fourteen

to seventeen years; 1 per oent assooiated with boys sixteen to

eighteen years; and 1 per oent assooiated with boys twelve to

fifteen years ot age.



TABLE XIX

SIZE OF HOMOGENEOUS GROUP TO WHICH BOYS,
J ACCORDING TO AGE, REPORTED
~ MEMBERSHIP
~
II
~
I'

:~ Number
0)

ot boys Age ot boys reporting
~• in group 14 yrs. 15 yrs. 16 yrs. 17 yrs. 18 yrs. 19 20 yrsc( yrs.
"f~
~
fi'

6.3~ 10.0~ 16.610 14.8~ 25.0~ 50.orf,> 2I
I'
~ 3 18.7 26.5 30.4 18.2 31.2

I 4 31.2 21.7 10.9 23.2 18.8 50.0

I " 5 25.0 18.3 18.1 21.6 U~.8 100.0'/,

6 4.8 8.6 6.6

7 3.4 4.4 3.3

8 6.3 2.1 2.9 2.5

9 .6 .8

10 12.5 2.1 4.4 9.0 6.2

over
1v 2.1 2.9



Responses trom the sixteen year old boys relative to

the ages of their assooiates indicated that 23.8 per oent ot

the boys associated with boys sixteen years of age; 16.1 per

r oent associated with boys fifteen to sixteen years ot age;
~
i: 16.1 per cent ot the boys associated with boys sixteen to
~

seventeen years of age; 10.8 per cent of the boys associated

with boys fitteen to seventeen years of age; 7.7 per oent as­

sooiated with boys fitteen to eighteen; 7.7 per cent associated

with boys sixteen to eighteen; 6.9' per oent assooiated with boys

tourteen to seventeen; eight tenths per oent associated with

boys eighteen; eight tenths per cent associated with boys six­

teen to nineteen; eight tenths per cent associated with boys

tourteen to nineteen; eight tenths per cent associated with

boys seventeen to nineteen; and eight tenths per cent associated

with boys thirteen to sixteen.

Fitteen and eight tenths per oent of the seventeen year

old boys indicated that their male associates were seventeen

years ot age; 14.9 per cent stated that their associates ranged

trom sixteen to eighteen years of age; 10.5 per cent stated that

their assooiates ranged from sixteen to seventeen years ot age;

9.5 per cent stated that their associates ranged tram fitteen to

eighteen years ot age; 9.5 per oent stated that their assooiates

ranged tro. seventeen to eighteen years ot age; 5.3 per oent

stated that their assooiates ranged trom seventeen to nineteen

years ot age; 5.3 per oent stated that their associates ranged
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trom seventeen to twenty years ot age; 4.4 per oent stated

that their assooiates ranged fram fourteen to seventeen years

ot age; 4.4 per cent stated that their assooiates were six­

teen years of age; 4.4 per oent stated that their associates

ranged from sixteen to nineteen years of age; 3.6 per cent

stated that their associates ranged from sixteen to eighteen

years of age; and 2.7 per cent stated that their assooiates

ranged from fifteen to sixteen years of age.

Twenty-six per oent of the 'eighteen year old boys as­

sociated with boys ranging from seventeen to eighteen years

ot age; the associates of 16 per cent ot the eighteen year

old boys ranged from sixteen to nineteen years of age; the

assooiates of 13 per cent of the boys ranged from seventeen

to twenty years of age; the associates ot 13 per oent ot the

boys ranged trom sixteen to eighteen years ot age; the associ­

ates ot 8.2 per oent of the boys ranged from eighteen to nine­

teen years ot age; the associates of 8.2 per cent of the boys

ranged trom seventeen to nineteen years ot age; the associates

of 8 per cent of the boys were eighteen years of age; the

assooiates ot 3.8 per oent ot the boys were seventeen; and the

aSlooiates ot 3.8 per oent of the boys ranged trom sixteen to

seventeen years ot age.

~itt1 per cent of the nineteen year old boys associated

with boys ranging from seventeen to eighteen years of age.

8eTenteen to nineteen was the age range indicated by the other

50 per cent.
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The twenty year old boy indicated association with

boys ranging trom seventeen to eighteen years of age.

~ friends 2! adolescent boys. Ninety-two per cent

ot the tourteen year old boys indicated having a best boy

friend. Forty per cent of the best friends or boys age four-

teen were also fourteen years or age. Forty per cent or the

fourteen year old boys indicated that their best boy friend

was fifteen; 15 per cent indioated that their best friend was

sixteen; and 5 per cent indicated that the best friend was

seventeen.

Ninety-six per oent of the fifteen year old boys reported

that they had a best friend of the s~ne sex. Fifteen years was
f.
;. the age of the best friend reported by 65 per cent of the fifteen

q year old boys; age fourteen was indicated by 18 per cent of the~
~.

~ fifteen year old boys; age sixteen was indicated by 9 per oent

ot the fifteen year old boys; ,and age seventeen was indioated

by a per cent of the boys age fifteen.

Ninety per cent of the sixteen year old boys reported

having a best friend among the boys, with an age distribution

aa tollows: 51 per oent indicated age sixteen; 26 per cent in­

dioated age seventeen; 12 per oent indioated age tourteen; 9 per

ownt indicated age eighteen; and 2 per oent indicated age twenty-

two.

~'.,



Eighty-nine per cent of the seventeen year old boys

indicated that they had a best friend ~ong the boys. The

age of the best friend of 37 per cent of the boys was seven­

teen; of 37 per cent of the boys was eighteen; of 19 per oent

ot the boys was nineteen; and of 7 per cent of the boys was

sixteen.

HaVing a best friend was indicated by 39 per cent of

the seventeen year old boys. Sixty-four per cent of the seven­

teen year old boys indioated that 'the best friend was seven­

teen; 29 per cent of the boys indicated that the best triend

was sixt~en; 4 per oent of the boys indicated age fifteen; and

three per oent indioated age nineteen.

One hundred per cent of the nineteen year old boys in­

dioated having a best friend, 67 per cent stating the age as

eighteen and 33 per oent stating the age as nineteen.

The twenty year old boy indicated having a best boy

triend who was seventeen years of age.

Heterosexua~ groups reported ~~. Less than 2 per

cent ot the adolescent boys indicated associa~~on with a group

ot girls. When a positive indication was made, the group con-'

sisted ot two girls, equal in age with the boys making the

assertion.

Thirty-seven per cent of the fourteen year old boys, 51

per cent ot the fifteen year old boys, 42 per cent of the
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i which fi.fteen year old boys belonged, two persons of each sex
t'1
.~

~:,I constituting the median size group. Three members of each sex

tf comprized the median size group to which sixteen year old boys
1~~

belonged. The groups ranged from two to ten persqns ot eaoh

sex. The median size group, as reported by the seventeen year

old boys, oonsisted ot three members of each sex. The size of

the groups ranged from two to ten male and tamale members. Two

to three persons ot each sex comprized the groups to which the

majority ot eighteen 'year old boys belonged. The groups oon-

I . aisted ot trom two to eight persons ot each sex. The peroentage

ot boya indicating the various sizes ot heterosexual group,

aooording to age, is shown in Table ~

sixteen year old boys, 40 per cent ot the seventeen year old

boys, and 36 per cent of the eighteen year old boys indicated

membership in a heterosexual group. Neither the nineteen year

old boys nor the twenty year old boy reported membership in

this type ot group.

The heterosexual groups, in the main, consisted of an

equal number of male and temale members. At the fourteen year

old level, groups ranged from three to ten members of each sex,

three or five representing the median size group. From two to

ten persons ot each sex comprised the heterosexual groups to

,..



TABLE XX

SIZE OF HETEROSEXUAL GROUP TO WHICH BOYS,
ACCORDING TO AGE, REPORTED

MEMBERSHIP

.~

lumber of
persons ot
eaoh sex Age ot· boys reporting
oomposing

14 yrs.the group 15 yrs. 16 yrs. 17 yrs. Its yrs.

,".
2 26.3% le.l% 19.5% 35.7'f,,

f,·
,~

.'-)1

33.3% 24.6 40.0f' 3 43.9 35.7j'.
~

.~ 4 24.6 le.l 14.6~.
~'
~

5 33.3 10.0 5.6 12.2 21.4-.~I'
Y
~ 6 5.2 5.6 4.9~

"

7 3.5 9.0

g 16.7 2.4 7.2

10 16.7 5.2 3.6 2.5
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II. THE ACTIVITIES OF ADOLESCENT GROUPS

~ activities ~ female groups. The principal

leisure-time activity of adolescent girls, according to their

responses to the questionnaire, was talking, which was rated

first by all age groups. The second most popular leisure-

time activity was attending the movies, which was rated equally

important by all of the age groups reporting. Participating in

sports was rated third by the fourteen year old girls; however,

the fifteen, sixteen, seventeen, and eighteen year old girls

rated t~is activity sixth, fifth, seventh, and tenth respectively.

The fifteen, sixteen, seventeen, and eighteen year old girls

agreed that attending school affairs was their third most popu­

lar leisure-time activity. The rank assigned to activities by

adolescent girls, according to age, is sh~ln in Table XXI.

!8! activities 2t~ groups. Participating in sports

was the major activity of male groups, as reported by boys,

ages fourteen to twenty. At the eighteen, nineteen, and twenty

year levels, talking also was indicated as the major leisure­

~im. aotivity of male groups.

Fourteen, fifteen, seventeen, and nineteen year old boys

rated attending the movies as the seoond most popular leisure­

time aotivity; but talking held seoond plaoe with the sixteen



TABLE XXI

MOST POPULAR LEISURE ACTIVITIES
AS RANKED BY ADOLESCENT
GIRLS, ACCORDING TO AGE

Activity Age of girls reporting
14 yrs. 15 yrs. 16 yrs. 17 yrs. 18 yrs. 19 yrs.

Talking 1 1 1 1 1 ..L . .
Attending movies 2 2 2 2 2 2

Partioipating in sports 3 6 5 7 lu

Attending sohool affairs 4 3 3 3 3

Listening to phonograph 5 8

Attending ohurch affairs 6 10 7 8

Doing homework 7 5 9 5 5

Attending parties 8 4- 4- 6 6

Going for walks 9

Danoing lu 8 b lu (

Riding 9 lu

Walking 7 9 l:'

Playing games 4 4-

-
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year old boys. The most popular leisure-time activities ot

male groups, in order ot their rank, are shown in Table XXII.

~ aotivities 2! heterosexual groups. An analysis ot

the leisure-time activities ot heterosexual groups revealed

that playing games was the major leisure activity ot tourteen

year old students. All other age groups rated dancing as the

principal aotivity.

Fourteen year old adolesoents indioated that dancing

was the seoond ranking leisure-time aotivity, tollowed by

listening to the phonograph. Listening to the phonograph held

seoond plaoe with tifteen year old students, tollowed by playing

games. At the sixteen year old level, playing games and listening

to the phonograph held second and third places respectively.

Eighteen, nineteen, and twenty year old students ranked listening

to the phonograph as the second most popular activity ot mixed

groups, tollowed by playing games. Other activities mentioned

by students are listed according to rank in Table XXIII.

III. THE DATING POLICIES OF ADOLESCENTS

A positive response to the question, "Do you date?" was

reoeived from 42 per oent or the male and 64 per oent or the

temale tourteen year old students. Also responding positively

.ere: 51 per oent ot the male and 81 per oent of the female

studenta fifteen years of age; 09 per oent of the male and 88



TABLE XXII

MOST POPULAR LEISURE ACTIVITIES
AS RANKED BY ADOLESCENT
. BOYS, ACCORDING TO AGE

Aotivity
Age at boys reportIng

14 yrs. 15 yrs. 16 yrs. 17 yrs. 1~ yrs. 19 yrs. 20 yrs.

Participating in sports 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Attending movies 2 2 3 2 2 ..
Attending school affairs 4 5 g 2

Attending sports 3 3 4 4 2

Attending parties 5 10 10 7 5

Talking 6 3 2 3 1 1 1·

Playing games 7 7 5

Doing homework 8 9 9 6

Walking 9 7

Fixing things 10 4 6

Attending church affairs g 9

Riding 6 10 3



TABLE XXIII

MOST POPULAR LEISURE ACTIVITIES OF HETEROSEXUAL GROUPS
AS REPORTED BY ADOLESCENT BOYS AND GIRLS,

ACCORDING TO AGE

Activity 14 yrs.
Age or boys and gIrls reportIng

15 yrs. 16 yrs. 17 yrs. 18 yrs. 19 yrs. 20 yrs.
Playing game8 1 3 2 4 3 3 3

1 1
..

Dalloing 2 1 1 1 1

Listening to phonograph 3 2 3 2 2 2 2

Partioipating in sports 4 6 4 10

Attending movies 5 4 6 5 5

Talking 6 5 5 3

Attending school affaire 7 10 10 9

Attending parties 8 9 9 7

Attending sports 9 8 7 6

Riding 10 7 g 8 4



per cent of the temale sixteen year old students; 71 per

cent of the male and 89 per cent of the temale seventeen year

old students; 91 per cent ot the male and 92 per cent ot the

temale eighteen year old students; and 100 per cent ot the

nineteen and 20 year old students. Over 40 per oent of the

fourteen and fifteen year old students who did not date attri­

buted this fact to either parental restrictions or lack of

interest. Reasons given by sixteen through eighteen year old

boys who did not date included:

Too bashful, I guess.

NQ car

No money

No t1me

Reasons otten mentioned by sixteen, seventeen, and

eighteen year old girls who did not date included:

They just don't ask. (Referring to boys)

None cute enough. (Referring to boys)

Boys are bashful.

I'm too shy.

7requency of dating. An analysis ot the data pertaining'

to the frequenoy ot dating revealed that girls date more fre­

quently than do boys ot the same age. A gradual inorease 1n

dating paralleled increases in age in both sexes. The frequency

ot dating a8 reported by the adolescents, aocording to sex and

as., i8 shown in Table XXIV.



TABLE XXIV

NUMBER OF DATES PER WEEK
~ AS REPORTED BY BOYS AND
~
~ GIRLS ACCORDING TO
~ SEX AND AGE
~j
if,

~

Age and
Number of dates per week

sex of less B or
" students than 1 1 2 3 4 more

f;
Boys: age 14 16.7~ 50.0~ 33.3~

H Girls: age 14 38.8 27.8 27.8~ 5.5~
i

f. Boys: age, 15 11.7 32.9 35.3 14.2 5.9~
~j Girls: age 15 6.6 36.0 33.8 17.7 5.9~;~

~.
f'

16 16.4 30.4 41.7 8.9 2.6~. Boys: age~.~

r
Girls: 16 5.1 23.4 41.2 21.0 6.3 2.9%~. age

J Boys: age 17 a· 7 38.3 41.2 15.5 1.3
~ Girls: age 17 .7 17.3 37.0 27.b 7.9 5.5

Boys: age 18 10.0 35.0 55.0
Girls: age 18 11.1 22.2 23.4 22.2 11.1

Boys: age 19 25.0 50.0 25.0
Girls: age 19 33.3 33.3 33.3

Boy: age 20 100.0



Dating aotivities. An overwhelming majority of the

adolescent boys and girls revealed that attending the movies

was the major dating aotivity. Other activities frequently

mentioned were: attending school affairs, riding, talking,

attending dances and parties" ~ttending sports, and partici­

pating in sports. Activities occasionally mentioned included:

attending church affairs, playing oards, playing games, lis­

tening to the phonograph, necking, visiting, eating, hayriding,

! attending carnivals, and attending, club meetings. The five

major dating activities of adolescents are shown in Table XXV.

Dating expenditures. The dating expenditures of ado­

lescent boys ranged from one cent for chewing gum to twenty­

seven dollars for a trip to an amusement park and expenses in­

ourred at the park. The majority of adolescent boys indicated

that their largest dating expense was inourred in preparing

for formal dances. This aotivity, inoluding the cost of flowers

and transportation, cost the adolescents an average of ten

dollars per occasion.

Purchasing sodas, sundaes, cokes, and other beverages,

ranging from ten to fifty cents, constituted the minimum dating,

expenditures indicated by the boys. The median cost ot beverages

was thirty oents. The most and least expensive dates, with the

acoompanying prioe range, is shown in Table XXVI.



TABLE rxv

MAJOR DATING ACTIVITIES AS REPORTED
BY ADOLESCENTS ACCORDING TO AGE

Activity 14 yrs.
Age ot students repo~ing

15 yrs. 16 yrs. 17 yrs. 1 yrs. 19 yrs. 20 yrs.

Attending the movies 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Attending danoes or .,

parties 2 3 2 2 2 2

Riding 3 2 3 3 3 3

Talking 4

Attending school affairs 5 5 4 4

Attending sports 4 5 5 4

Participating in sports
(bowling, skating,
hiking, etc.) 5



TABLE XXVI

MOST .AND LEAST EXPENSIVE DATES
AS REPORTED BY ADOLESCENT BOYS

Number Per oent
Item Repor- Prioe Range Median of

ting Prioe Total

Most Expensive
lrormal danoe 147 $6.00 - 21.00 $10.00 54.7

Dinner and dance 36 3.00' - 6.00 4.00 13.3

Carnival 21 6.00 - 22.00 10.00 7.8

Dinner 21 1.50 - 5.00 3.50 7.g

Dance 16 2.00 - 5.00 3.75 6.0

Dinner and play 15 3.00 7.00 4.00 5.6,
~

Dinner and movie 11 3.00 - 10.00 6.00 4.1
,~..

f Least Expensive
~.r,

42.2Sodas, ookes, etc. 97 .10 - .50 .30

Movie 54 .70 - 1.40 1.00 23.5

Danoe or party 38 .50 - .70 .70 16.5

Bus tokens Ie .25 .25 7.8

Gasoline 17 .25 - 1.00 .60 7.4

C8.Ady , gum, etc. 6 .01 - .25 .10 2.6
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Going steadl. Five per cent of the fourteen year old

boys, 12 per cent of the fifteen year old boys, 14 per cent

of the sixteen year old boys, 16 per cent of the seventeen

year old boys, 24 per cent of the eighteen year old boys, and

26 per cent of the nineteen year old boys reported going

steady. The same report was received from 13 per cent of the

fourteen year old girls, 20 per cent of the fifteen year old

girls, 22 per cent of the sixteen year old girls, 25 per cent

of the seventeen year old girls, arid 26 per cent of the eighteen

and nineteen year old girls.

T~e fourteen year old boy indicated that he had gone

steady for a period of 2 weeks. From 3 weeks to g months was

the length of time that fifteen year old boys had gone steady;

however, in most instances the period of time was specified as

6 weeks. The larger per cent of sixteen year old boys reported

that they had gone steady for 3 months; however. time limits

ranged from 1 to 18 months. A range of trom 2 to 24 months was

reported as the length of time that seventeen year old boys had

steadily dated the same girls. live months was the most fre­

quently designated length of time. The length of time of having

gone steady, as reported by eighteen year old boys, ranged trom

2 to 24 months. In most instanoes, 10 months was the length ot

time speoified. Nineteen year old boys reported having gone

atead1 tor 1 year.



~t 31 months. The median length of time was 14 months.

"I'
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lrom 1 to 2 months was the length or time that the

rourteen year old girls reported that they had gone steady,

2 months being the median length of time. Fifteen year old

girls indicated having gone steady for periods ranging from

3 weeks to 17 months, 3 months being reported most frequently.

live months was the length ot time that the majority of six-

teen year old girls reported having gone steady; however, a

range of trom 3 weeks to 18 months was indicated. Seventeen

year old girls reported a steady dating relationship for

periods ranging from 1 to 24 months; however, in the majority

ot instanoes, 7 months was the period ot time designated.

The median length of time that 18 year old girls had gone

steady was 1 year; however, periods ranging from 2 months to

16 months were reported. The length of time of having gone

steady reported by eighteen year old girls ranged from 6 to



CHAPTER IV

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

I. SUMMARY

The purpose of this study was to reveal the adolescents'

(1) out-of-school associa~es, (2) out~of-school actiVities, and

(3) dating policies.

The study was conducted by use of the normative survey

method, utilizing a questionnaire as the data gathering device.

One thousand forty-two Rockford, Illinois, adolescents, ranging

from 14 to 20 years of age, responded to the questionnaire.

Due to the wide range of ages represented in the so?homore,

junior, and senior classes, the data presented in the study were
r,'

t based on the age, rather than the classification ot adolescents.

II. CONCLUSIONS

The study revealed that 98 per cent ot the female and

99 per cent ot the male high school students frequently associated

with a group of persons of their own sex. The ages ot members

ot the groups varied; but in the majority ot cases, members were

within two or three years ot being the same age.

No apparent relationship between the size of homogeneous

groups and the age of adolesoents was revealed; however, a

notioeable sex differenoe in the size of groups existed. A oom­

parison ot the size ot male and temale homogeneous groups revealed
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that girls, at all age levels, associated with a larger group

ot members of their own sex than did boys.

Participating in sports was indicated by boys 14 to 17

as their principal homogeneoQs group activity. Equally pop~lar

at the 18 and 20 year level was talking. All age groups of

adolescent girls indicated that talking was their major leisure­

time activity when with a group of girls.

It was found that ge per cent of the ~emale and 94 per

cent of the male adolescents had a'best friend. The data re­

vealed that the majority of 14 to 17 year old students selected

a best friend either their age or one year their senior. The

majority of le year old students indicated a 17 year old best

friend, and the majority of 19 year old students indicated an

18 year old best friend. The 20 year old student indicated

having a best friend 17 years of age.

An analysis of the responses of 15 to 20 year old students

to the question, "Do you go aroQnd with a group of both boys and

girls?" indicated a decrease in interest in heterosexual groups

paralleling increases in age. It was revealed that heterosexual

groups were generally composed of an eqQal number or male and

temale members; and in the majority of instances, from two to

tour persons ot each sex. Fifteen to twenty year old students

indicated that dancing was the major heterosexual group activity.

The tourteen year old students ranked playing games first,

tollowed by social dancing.
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Over 50 per cent of the adolescents reported having

dates. The data indicated an increase in the number of stu­

dents dating with an increase in age. At the 14 to la year

level, a larger percentage of girls than boys reported dating.

One hundred per cent of the 19 and 20 year old students re­

ported participation in this type of-activity.

Dating expenditures, as indicated by boys 14 to 20,

ranged from one cent to twenty-two dollars. The data revealed

that the majority of boys considered formal dances as the most

expensive and purchasing sodas, sundaes, and cokes as the

least expensive dating activity.

An analysis of the data regarding going steady revealed

~f that a larger percentage of girls at all age levels went steady
h

~~ than did boys of an equal age. It was further revealed that

all ages of girls had gone steady for a longer period of time

than had boys of an equal age.
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