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- CHAPTER T

THE PROBLEM AND DEFINITION OF TERMS USED

It is generally accepted that environment is a contri-
buting factor toward. the development of individuals and their
patterns of behavior. For years‘this has been the subject

of many research activities.

-

I. THE PROBLEM

Statement.gi the problem. It was the purpose of this

study té make a comparisdn of students having a rural back-
- ground with those having an urban background in an effort to
determiﬁe‘which group was more successful in college. Buc-
cess in'cbllege was determined by a comparison of (1) schol-~
“astie achievement, (2) membershlp in extra curricular organi-

zatlons, and (5) membarahip KT honorary organlzations.

Importance of the”stud&fvyédﬁe authorities believe

that}gjrﬁral}énvironment’provides a better background for
the develqpmgptgoflindividuals. It is generally accepted

i thét the aim of all education is to:providg‘for the devel~ .
opment of individuals so that each may take his place in
a Qemécraticgsociety.gnd;;gtelligentlyﬁassume the responsi-

bilities of a good citizen.
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If énvironment is a fundamental factor in the develop-
ment of the individual,‘then it is of the utmost importance
that the better environment be provided. It is hoped that
this study will aid inadetermining which environment is the

better.

4

IT. DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED

Success. Succéas in college as referred to in this
bstudy was determined by (l) scholastic achievement, (2) mewm-
bership inaextrascurricular~organizations,“and (5)'member-

ship in honorary organizations.

Scholarship 1ndex. Throughout the report of this

invastigatlon, the term "scholarship 1ndex" shall be inter-

“lpreted as a plan at Indiana State Teachers Col ege for the

5 measurement of scholastic standlqg. Under the plan a number
ﬁof points*are.given for‘eaCh letter grade received. For

| ‘eaChf“Aﬂ;‘four pOinﬁs are given; for each "B", three points;
for ede¢h ' "C", two points; and forveach‘"D", one point. The.
scholarship index is obtained hy‘dividing the total number
‘Ofvpointé‘by the total hwnber' of quarter houhs‘attempted;'
iThé*SChblafShip*indéx‘is“cﬁmulative*for‘thé"duration of the

student's attendance ‘at the institution. ©
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Rursl students. Throughout this study the term Trural

studsnts® perizins to those people who, prior to their en-
rsnce into college, 1ived in a community of not more than
one thousznd population. In some instaaces, it is probable

that some studenis attended city schools.,

City students. The term Teity studenits®™ periains to

those people who, prior to their entrance into college, lived

in 2 comuunity of more than one thousand population.

Organization of remainder of the thesis. The remain-

der of tThis thesis is divided into four parts. Chapter II

discusses the materials and methods used, Chapter III covers
the statistical treatment of scholastic achievement, Chapter
IV deals with the staztistical treatment of extra-curricular

membership, and Chapter V is the summary and conclusions.

Limitations of the study. This study started with the

élass beginning in the fall of 1946 at Indiana State Teachers
College and covered the period from 1946 through 1948, It
was not possivle to carry the groups through the entire four-
year period since students starting in the fall of 1946 would
not have been expected to graduate until 1950.

The cases were resﬁricted to resident students in

order to measure extra-curricular membership.
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Since no ettemet was made to'compare the size of high
school from whlch the students graduated, it is possible that
many of the rural students did attend high schools as large
or larger than those attended by some of the city students.

. The groups were selected at random. No attempt was

' made to establish eguivalent groqps: The size of the groups

is assumed to be sufficient for adeguacy and to take care

of significant differences.
'An extensive search was made in an effort to locate
pertinent literature regarding related studies. No informa-

tion of this type was available.




- CHAPTER TII

THE MATERTALS AND METHODS USED

.The~data‘used fof this study were obtained from the
Personnel 0ffice and the Registrar's Office of Indiana State
'Teachers College. | -

Slnce the purpose of thls study was to compare the
accomplishments of rural and 01ty groups, 1t was necessary
.first to select 2 particular class and then to obtain the
necessary data pertaining to thls class. The class begin-
ning in the fall of 1946 was selected for the following
reasons: (1) to be of any value the study had to be recent,
(2) 'a study of a class of the period 1941 through 1945 would
not have given a true picture because of the war, (3) al-"
‘though the class beginning in 1946 could not be studied
through the entire four-year period, it, at least, repre-
~sented the most typical group avallable,

| ‘ One nundred resident stuoents of each group were
selected at random. The study was restricted to re81dent
students to exclude those students who might commute, and
‘those Who were natlves of Terre Haute. It is p0551ble that
_those WhO commuted would not have the tlme nor opportunity
:to Dart101pate 1n extra-currlcular act1V1t1es. It is also

p0551b1e that the native students of Terre Haute mlght have
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the advantage cver,others, because of their previous c@ntact
With;students‘from their own and other high schools in the
citj.p

No attempt Was‘médexto match the groups in any way
other  than mentioned above. Neither was there any attempt

" to compare high schools from which the students gradﬁated.

Classification g£ groups. The classification of

groups into rural students with rural backgrounds, and city

students with urban backgrounds was determined by the address

given on the registration card.

Scholarship index. The scholarship index for each

student was obtained for the following periods: (1) end of

. the first term, (2) end of the first year, (3) end of the
second year, (4) end of the third year, and if possible,
(5) end of the fourth year.

»

Extra-curricular membership. Data on extra-curri-

cular membership Weré obtained from the records available

in the‘Personnel Office. MNemberships were divided into six

types: (1) social organizations, () departmental orgeniza- .

~tions, (3) honorary organizations, (4) service organizations,

(5) other extra-curriculariactivities; and (B8) class officer

positions.
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Informatioh was not available in the Personnel Offid

for each case studied. Data were available for sixty-seven

of the rural cases and fifty-seven 6f the city cases. The
data on extra-curricular activities were not restricted to

any certain class year, but were a cumulative record of

membership.




CHAPTER III
STATISTICAL TREATMENT OF DATA
I. SCHOLARSHIP INDEX

. First-term index. The first step in the analysis

of~the’data was to~obtain‘the scholarship index of each
‘sfudeht for the first term. -A comparison of the two groups
resulted in the following findings.

| | The mean index of the rural students derived from
gfdup'data was 51.2. The standard deviation of the same
eroup was 19.30. See Table T.

"~ As shown in Table II, the mean index of the city
students derived from group data was 53.3. The standard
deV1atlon of the same group was 17.45.

The results of this analysis of data indicate that

thé bity students were slightly higher in scholastic stand-

; 1ng at ‘the end of the first term.
| In the above ana1y51s, one hundred cases of each
group were used. This was the first term and none of the

students had, as yet, dronoed out of school.




TABLE T

Stan. Dev. --=---19.3

DISTRIBUTION OF. SCHOLARSHIP INDICES OF RURAL ‘

STUDENTS AT THE END OF THE FIRST QUARTER
Interval freq. dev. fd. £ae
96-100 .0 0 0 0
91--95 0 0 0 0
86--90 3 8 24 212
81--85 1 7 7 49
76--80 - 6 18 78
71--75 9 5 45 o085
86--70 9 4 36 144
61--65 9 3 27 81
56--60 12 2 24 48
51--55 1 1 1 1
46--50 23 0 0 0
4145 10 -1 ~10 10
| 36--40 8 -2 -16 32
Bl--35 4 -3 -12 36
26--30 0 -4 -0 0
£1--25 0 -5 -0 . 0
16--20 2 -6 <12 7e
11--15 0 -7 -0 0
6--10 1 -8 -8 64
- 0--5 6. =9 -54 486
S . TI00 T 64 1532

. Mean—m—e—mmes ‘ 512




TABLE II

. DISTRIBUTION. OF SCHOLARSHIP INDICES OF CITY
~ STUDENTS AT THE END OF THE FIRST QUARTER

Interval o - fregq. dev. fd.
©96-100 , -1 9 : 9

91--95" o

- .86--90" - 0

81--85

0
0
5
76--80 : 1
71-=75 8
 86--70 6
61--85 "« 16
BG-=80 10

8
7
6
5
4
5}
2
1
0

-51-+565 : 16
46--50 e

e
()]

41--45"
- B6--40

+BLam35
862230
L 8L=—gB
© 162280
‘“511;%15 1'
6--10
| O_L_:s‘»:i“;;f‘-;f i

O o© v ¥ s O o b

o
(@]

et
. Stan- Dev‘ _._.‘_;‘—017&45
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'First?yéaf indek."The\next step in the statistical
treatment of the data’ﬁas to determine the scholastic stand-
ihg $f studeﬁts in each grqup after completion of the fresh-
men year. |

It was found that the mean index of the rural group
af'ter completion of the first year was 55.8. The standafd
deviation of this group was 14.90. See Table III.

 “As indicated in Table IV, the mean index of the city
‘grdup’at the end of the freshman year was 53.7. The standard
deviation of the city group was 14.10.
| The results of this analysis of data indicate that
the rural students were slightly higher in scholastic
‘standing after completion of the freshman fear.

A comparison of the number of students who’completed

the- first year was made. As shown in Table XII, 82 per cent
- Qf'the fﬁral students completed the first year, while 88 per
.céht“gf;the city students completed the first year. The re-
sults of this comparison indicate that a higher number of
cify“sfudents completed their freshman year of college. No i
effort was made to determine the cause or causes of drop-euts

amOng7the;students,

. Second year index. The next step in the statistical

“treatment of the data Was:toﬁdétefminé the scholastic stand-




TABLE ITII

DISTRIBUTION OF SCHOLARSHIP INDICES OF RURAL
STUDENTS AT THE END OF THE FIRST YEAR

Interval freq. dev. fd.
'96-100 : 0 ' 10 ‘ 0

91--95 0

86--90 0

28

0
0
 81--85 | a
a

- 76--80 24

71--75 10 50
66--70 6 24
61--55 5 15

56--60 o4

e

2
O H M N b ooy N O W

46--50

-
8]
}
i

41--45

6t

i
]

|
™

31--35

[:S

26--20
£1--25
16--20
s
:Sféloi_ 
o5

@

P Mean—ms—eoeee 55,8
f . Btan. Dev. ---—---14.90




TABLE IV

DISTBIBUTION~OF»SCHOLARSHIP INDICES OF CITY
STUDENTS AT THE END OF THE FIRST YEAR

Interval o freg. dev. fd.
es-100 .0 - 9 0

91--08% 8

' 86--90 0

18

76--80 10

1
0
. R
-
71--75 4
A 10
“e1--65 ‘ 4
BG-=60 14

8
F
6

.
4
3
o

1
)

B1--65 14
JQGQQSO“' 14
4l--45
6..40

CUEllmst

26--30

A
16--20

115
6--10

Mean
Stan. Dev.
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ing of students in each group after completion of the second

year.

There was very little difference between the two
gféﬂ§s3regard1ng scholastlc standing. As would normally be
expected, both groups showed an improvement over the first

| year index.

The mean index of the rural group &as shown in Table

VV;ﬁW&S 59.1. The standard deV1at10n for this group was

14.45,

.+As shown in Table VI, the mean index of the city
students was slightly higher. Their index being 60.0. The
standard deviation of this group was 13.75.

~~As can be seen in Table XII, fifty-nine of the ori-
ginal_group of one hundred rural students completed the
sophomore year. Of the one hundred city students, fifty-
sevenﬁedmpleted the sophomore year. - In this respect, the
rural -students had a higher percentage than the city students.

-+ The results of these findings are hardly significant

si@ceathere was very little difference between the two groups.

Thlrd year index. The final step in determining the

»

scholastlc achievement of each group was a comparison of both
V'groups at the end of the thlrd year,.

| As can be seen in: Table VII, the mean index of the




TABLE V

DISTRIBUTION OF SCHOLARSHIP INDICES OF RURAL
STUDENTS AT THE END OF THE SECOND YEAR

Interval freq. dev., - fd.

96-100 T 0 R o
91--95 0
86--90 0
 81--85 18
76--80 20

71--75 28

66--70 24

81--65 14

g I W =N & W O O

56~--60

O oM MR O o oo N W

[
29

51--55

46--50

""-b CN

41--45
56--40
31--35
26--30
21285
16--20
11--15

 8--10

0--5

0

" Mean--—-———=~ mmm e 59.1
Stano ' DeV. -';'--;‘-"714045




TABLE VI

. DISTRIBUTION OF SCHOLARSHIP INDICES OF CITY
STUDENTS AT THE END OF THE SECOND YEAR

Interval freg. dev. fd.

96-100 _» 0 0

6]

-95

0
86--90 18

81--85 15

76--80 8

B M B W O

71L--175 12
66--70
61--65

56--60

7
6
5
4
3
g
1
0

51--85 -
46--50
41--45 -
36--40
Bl ABE
£26--30"
igl-sgs
16--20
*11;;l$‘.,A
6=-10
 "0-_5;ﬂ5’ u

ol s
N0 0 © O O O W K A P © ® O O

Mean--———-san==a60,0
. Stan. Dev. -=---13.76




rural group was 64.7. The standard deviation was 10.90.

As shown in Table VIII, the mean index of the city
grbﬁp was 63.0., The standard deviation was 10.50.

Of the qriginal one hundred rural students, forty com-
pleted the junior year. Of the original one hundred city
students, thirty-five completed themjunior year. See Table
XII. ;

The index of the rural group was slightly higher
“than that of the city group, but th difference is not Sighi-

fipant.
IT. PSYCHOLOGICAL SCORES

Although no attempt was made to match the groups, it
is interesting to observe the psychological scores made by
each”group. Fach student did not tzke a psychological ekam-
ingtién; Scores were available for eighty-three of the
rqralcstudents and eighty-nine of the city students.

. ..As can be seen in Table IX, the mean percentile of
the‘rural group was 46.2. As shown in Table X,‘the mean
percentile of the city group was 46.1. The standard devia-
‘tiqn_qf both groups respectively were rural, 25.95 and cify;

27&99&a

s Using the,pSYChological scores as a basis, 1t is

‘evident that the grpups;wére fairly eguivalent,

g,




TABLE VII

DISTRIBUTION OF SCHOLARSHIP INDICES OF RURAL
STUDENTS AT THE END OF THE THIRD YEAR

Interval

freg. dev.

fd.

96-100
91--95
86--90
81--85
76--80

71--75
66--70
61--65
56--60
51--55
46--50
41--45

36~-40

31--35

26--30

21--25

16--20
11--15
6--10

0-=5

Mean-—=———=n=x

0

7

0
0
10

™
[A B ©]

QOOOOOOOO

,‘64;7f%

ol

0
2
2
2
6
5
9
6
5
1
2
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
T

- stan. Dev. -----10.90,

H

;Mo O O O o0 O (&)

[}
80)




TABLE VIII

DISTBIBUTION OF SCHOLARSHIP INDICES OF CITY
STUDENTS AT THE END OF THE THIRD YEAR

Interval freq. dev. fd.
96-100 : -0 7 | 0

91--95 0

86--90 0
81--85

76--80

71--75
66-~70
61--85

568--60

0
0
4

K

3
2
6
8
8

o
2y

51--55
46--50

-
83]

41--45
36-=40
3l-=35
£26==30

 21-=25
16--£0
11--15

10
0--5

Mo o o o O O O O o w
o o o o o o o o o

O O O O OO O o (&)

V)
H .
o

SR NN S
Stan. Dev. ------10,50 -




'~Mean;' AV —446@2 -
- Stan, DevV, —=~=-===25.05

TABLE IX

DISTRIBUTION OF PSYCHOLOGICAL SCORES OF RURAL

STUDENTS UPON ENTRANCE INTO COLLEGE

dev,

fd.

Interval | fréq.
'96-100 N B
91--95
86--90
81--85
76--80
71--75
66--70
Bi-‘gs
' 56-~60
51--55
46--50
41--45
56--40
31--35
26--30
2l--25
16--20
'115~15,;_

E R I ST SRS S S S I R I L i

6--10

10

©C H WM ®od o 2 O W

30
9'i

8

28
24
15
24
24

-10

. ~15

300
81

64

196
144
75
96
7e
12

20

45

64
125
%72}
294
256
405

0--5

»
S Lyon

2831



"TABLE X

il DISTRIBUTION: OF PSYCHOLOGICAL SCORES OF CITY
‘ ' STUDENTS UPON ENTRANCE INTO COLLEGE

Interval freq. dev. fd. ra?

- 96-100 | 5 9 45 405
91--95 24 199
© 86--90 7 49
81--85 56 216

';i 76--80

S T S N e )
=
o]
ot
(=

[N A
o O ® W
,

SN
B
!
N
N

-5 -45 ’ 225
-6 -24 144
-7 -28 196

o
H
3
]
o
n
3 I O FORER < Y- S v~ B B e SN S, SRS« B VS . N « M U o

-9 -45 405
' 500
-19% 2047

olor . »
| .
=
(©]
)
o
O

0--5

o

E o Meamee———ooili_g61
I Stan. Dev. ——-----27.90




TABLE XI

SCHOLARSHiP INDICES AND PSYCHOLOGICAL SCORES
OF RURAL AND CITY STUDENTS

Rural City

TimekPeriod - o Mean Index Mean Index

Firéf’Term | 51;2“' ‘ 53.3
First Year o " B5.8 - 53.7
Second Year o s8a | ~ 60.0
- Third Year 64.7 65.0
Psychological | ‘ 46.2 46,1

TABLE XIT

' NUMBER OF STUDENTS SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETING THE
..  FRESHMAN, SOPHOMORE, AND JUNIOR YEARS OF COLLEGE

Year  Rural City

Freshmen sz 88
Sdphomofg _ : - 59 ‘ o 57

Junior a0 , 35




CHAPTER IV

MEMBERSHIP IN EXTRA-CURRICULAR ORGANIZATIONS

As a final measﬁre of comparison, information re-

garding extra-curricular participatioﬁ was obtained. The

records provided data concerning sixtyéseven of the rural
 students and fifty-seven'ofkthe city students.

The extra-curricular organizations were classified

as follows: (1) social, (2) departmental, (3) honorary,w

(4) service, (5) other organizations, and (6) class officer
positions. Table XIII i1s a summary of student membership

in extra-curricular organizations.

Social organizations. The analy31s of the membershln

éf rural students in social organizations revealed that .
,during the three year perlod, twenty-three students were
4" ‘ \members of ane or more organlzatlons. »
o | The ana1y51s of the membershin of city students in
sociéi organivations revealed that during the same three
- year period, twenty-eight students were members ‘of one or
| moré_organizations, f~ | |
| : Thewresults'ofwthis analysis indicate that more city
students were members of social organizations than were the

'rural students.




Departmental organizations. The analysis of the

membership of‘rural‘étudents in departmental orgenizations
revealed that for the three year period, twenty-six students
were members of one orhmOre organizations.

The analysis of the clty students showed that thirty-
one were members of one or more.oréanizations during the
three year period,

In this type of organization, the city group again
k’had more memberships than the rural group.

_Both groups had a higher membership in departmental
organizations than in social organizations. The total numé

ber of memberships in departmental organizations for the

rurel group was fifty, compared to fifty-four for the city

group.

o "The rural groﬁp had sixteen who were members of more
| 'than one departmentﬂl organlzatlon, Whlle the city group had
thirteen studentu that were members of more than one organi-

'zation.

Honorary organiaatlons. The number of students that

ywere members of honorary organiaations mas 1ow for both
groups. ThlS was probably due to the fact that most students
do not become members of honorary organlbatlons untll the

;senlor year.‘
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’25’

Over the three year period, two rural students Weréb
members of honorary organizations while four city students
. were members. One student was a member of two honorary
societies,.that partiqﬁlar student being a memberkof the
city group.

Once again the city group had a higher number of

memberships than did the rural group.

Service organizations. The number of memberships-of

the rural group in service organizaﬁions was decidedly below
that of the city group. Thirteen students of the rural
éfoup were mémbers of service organizations, and eighteen
city students were members. One of the rural group was a
member of more than one organization, and four students of
the cifj group Were‘members of more than‘one organization,
., As was found in the three previous comparisons, the

c¢ity group had more memberships than the rural.

" 'Other organizations. There were a few organizations

that c¢ould not be classified into one particular group. In
this miscellaneous group, there were only fifteen rural mem-

”bréfsf‘jéompared with twenty-four city members., Six students of

“the ‘rural group were members of more than one organization.

,1Nine~studeﬁts~ofwthe;citngrOupwwere members of more than one

organization.




Class officer positions. The final measurement of

membership in school‘activities was a comparison of class
officer positions held by members of each group over the
three year period. Tﬁree rural students held class officer
positions at one time or another during the time covered by
the study. Over the same period of time, the city students
égain held the advantage by having nine members in officer
poéitions. |

It is evident from the findings of this analysis;
that the city students consistently held more memberships

in extra-curricular organizations.

TABLE XIII

STUDENT MEMBERSHIP IN EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Type organization No. Rural No. City

Social _ ‘ 23 28
Departmental _ 26 31
Honorary ; ‘ £ 4
Service 13 ‘ | 18
Others | 15
Class officers © 3




CHAPTER V

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

I. SUMMARY

Scholastic standing. The findings of this study in

fegard to scholastic standing revealed that the city students

had a higher rating at the end of the first term. The find-
~ings at the end of the first year indicated that the rural
students had the higher‘standihg. The city studenfé showed
a slightly higher standing ét‘thé end of the second year,
arid at the end of the third year the advaﬁtage changed back
again in favor of the rural students. There was no consis-
tency in the pattern either in favor of the city or rural
group. The difference between both groups was very slight

.in every case.

Psychological scores. The psychological rating of
eachfgrqup was extremely close, there being only one-tenth of

one percént differencevin the mean percentile. ‘As evidenced

by thesé scores, ﬁhe grbups were fairly equivalent.

+

Extra-curricular membership. The extra-curricular mem-

 bership was divided into six types. The organizations were

~social, departmental, honorary, service, class‘officers, and

R




" ment of rural and city students.

=8

¥

other organizations. In each type of organization, the city

group showed a greafer number of memberships. The consis-

?ﬁency in favor of the city students in this respect clearly

indicates the superiority of.the city group in extra-curri-

cular membership.

Withdrawals. The findings at the end of the first

year revealed that more rural students withdrew from school
than city students. At the end of the second year, the -

greater ﬁumber of withdrawals occurred among.members of.the
city group. The find;mgs at tha end of "the third year re-
vealed that the 01ty group agaln had the greater number of

withdrawals. .
II. CONCLUSIONS

. In conclusion, the only significant difference be-

. tween the two groups was in extra-curricular participation.

City students held more memberships in extra-currlcular

?organlaatlons than rural students.

There Was‘no difference in total scholastic achieve-
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