Indiana State University

Sycamore Scholars

All-Inclusive List of Electronic Theses and Dissertations

1940

A history of the development of the public schools of Princeton,
Indiana, 1812-1940

Louise A. Robertson
Indiana State University

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholars.indianastate.edu/etds

Recommended Citation

Robertson, Louise A., "A history of the development of the public schools of Princeton, Indiana,
1812-1940" (1940). All-Inclusive List of Electronic Theses and Dissertations. 2814.
https://scholars.indianastate.edu/etds/2814

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by Sycamore Scholars. It has been accepted for inclusion in
All-Inclusive List of Electronic Theses and Dissertations by an authorized administrator of Sycamore Scholars. For
more information, please contact dana.swinford@indstate.edu.


https://scholars.indianastate.edu/
https://scholars.indianastate.edu/etds
https://scholars.indianastate.edu/etds?utm_source=scholars.indianastate.edu%2Fetds%2F2814&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholars.indianastate.edu/etds/2814?utm_source=scholars.indianastate.edu%2Fetds%2F2814&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:dana.swinford@indstate.edu

F--f-....-f-f--f-f-------I-IIII-l-llllllllllllllllllllllll..-lﬂ

A HISTORY OF THE DEVELOFMENT OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS .
| OF PRINCETON, INDIANA
1812-1940

By

Louise A. ﬁobertson

Contribution of the Graduate School
Indiana State Teachers College
Number 426

Submlitted in Partial Fulfillment
of the Requirements for the
Master of Arts Degree
in Education

1940

......
.




The thesis of Louise A. Robertson ,

Contribution of the Graduate School, Indiana State
Teachers College, Number 426 , under the title A

History of the Development of the Public Schools

of Princeton, Indiana 1812-1940

is hereby approved as counting toward the completion

of the lMaster's degree in the amount of 8

hourts credit.

Committee on thesis:
. r
(%/ﬁf Q@«WW
S Qb

Date of Acceptance

, Chairman




CHAPTER
I.

II.

IIT.

VII.
VIII.
| IX.

I.

TAELE OF CONTENTS

PAGE
THE PROBLEM AND PREVIEW OF ORGANIZATION USEDee.ss.ol
The Problem..ceceesececcsssorsersosssssasssssossenel
Statement of the probiem......................1
Importance of the SBUAY..eeescesesncersessensal
Source Of dBtAcceveececcccrsososrsvcvscsssnceed
The Preview...ccoeeeccecescssssossasccsansossceed
Preview of organization...ccceveevecceccccoceed
THE BACKGROUND OF EDUCATION IN PRINCETON..c.eosee.D
The Formation of the First Public Schools.......7
Educational Legislation in Early Indlanf........8
The First School of Princeton...eeecveeeceesseeslO
THE OLD SEMINARY::eeececaceorsoososcscscncsconssald
THE GRADED SYSTEM:.secesesonasccorsoccosossccocensedl
SCHOOLS FROM 1885-1922..cc00vesetsccccscccnancecsd?
MR. G. E. DERBYSHIRE'S ADMINISTRATION..eecoooossobl
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE COLORED SCHOOLS..ssecoeeso?3
HISTORX OF PRINCETON PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS: s eeeesese.80
THE DEVELOPMENT OF COURSES OF STUDY IN THE
PRINCETON PUELIC SCHOOLS..sseeesessnsensnness 86
THE SUMMARY. e eueeeeernesosncansacanansssennesssslOl

BIm‘IoGREHY‘.‘.lOO..‘....'.‘.Q..........'...QC..'...0..'106 .

quDIx.......Q.."....O....l...‘.......l’...O.........loa




CHAPTER I
THE PROBLEM AND PREVIEW OF ORGANIZATION USED

In ne field of human 1ife in Princeton has the
progress been more marked than in the field of education.

So far as the writer has been able to determine,
nothing has, heretofore, been done in compiling a history
of education in Princeten, Indiana. It is, therefore, the
purpose of the writer to compile for the people of Princeton
a history of the development of Primcetont's schools from

its settlement to the present time.
I. THE PROBLEM

Statement of the problem. It is the purpose of this

study to trace step by step the history of the development
of Prinooton‘Publio Sohools from the time of their origin

in 1812 to 1940, This development is revealed through the
study of the records of the school trustees of Princeton,

files of Princeton newspapers, and various histories of

Ind;nna and Gibson County.

‘Importence of the study. This is the first study
that hes been made of the histery of education end public
~schools of Princeton. It is te the credit of the citizens

- of that oity that it hae progressed educationally as well

a8 morally, economiecelly, and politically.
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Princeton was settled while Gibson County was a part
of Knox County and the Northwest Territory. The settlements
were probably made dy James McClure and Judge Isaec Montgomery
and their femilies in 1805. It became a city in 1818 and
today has a population of eight thousand end has what is cone

sidered one of the best school syastems in the state of Indiana.

Source of data. The materials for this study fall

under the classifiocation of primary and secondary data. The
primery materiel consists of Records of Princeton Public
School Trustees, files of Princeton Glarion-News and files

of Princeton Democrat, Annual Reports of the Public Schools,

churek records and personal interviews.
The City Schoecl Records are complete from 1888 to 1940.
There 13, also, a record for the year 1872. These are in the
office of the Superintendent of Princeton Schools.
. The files of the Primceton Clarion-News and Princeton

gggocrat are located in the Princeton Publie Library.

The first newspaper of any importance was published
in Pfineeton on August 13, 1846. It was called the
Demooratie~Clarion and was established by W. ¥, Hutchens and
Williem Kurtz. Since then it has had a continuous publication,
although it has beon‘published under the following names:
Qenoertﬁie-glaigog, Pringeton Union-Clarion, Albiom Journal, -
gtlnootog 0135162¢§gg5, Ingénendent,_cibagg_coung[ Leader,

and gzggigg_gewg. It is known as the Clariop-News today.




The paper was published weekly from 1846 to 1862. Sinee |
that time it has been a daily newspaper, The files of the
Clarion-News are almost complete from 1846 to 1940,

The secondary material consists of the following:

Southwestern Indiana History Bulletins; Aley's History of
Education in Indiana; Cottman, Indiana, Its History,

Constitution, and Present Government; Stormontt's Histo

of Gibson County and Tartt's History of Gibson County.
These authorities furnish an excellent background for the

early educational development of Princeton, under private,

parachlal, ceclored, and publiec schools.

II. THE PREVIEW

Preview of organization. Throughout this report it

has been the intention of the writer to show the progress
of education in Princeton schools from the time when the
first attempts to settle Princeton were made to the present
time. The Aetz of 1788 and 1787 provided the foundaticm
on which the citizems could build., One of the earliest
teachers was W;lliam P. Wood, who taught children in his
home about 1808. Major James Smith also taught about this
time and was first commissioner of the seminary school town-
ship and later school commissioner.

The Federal Enabling Aot of 1816, which made it

Possible for Indiana to become a state, provided for section

sixteen in every congressional township to be granted to the
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inhabitants of suoh township for the useé of schools.

The Princeton Seminary opened in 1829 because of the
law of 1818, "An act for the encouragement of religlon and
learning.” By this act provision was made for the establish-
ment of a seminary of learning in each county seat, the funds
for meintenance to be obtained by the sale and rental of
school 1ands.1 o

Education in Princeton may be divided into three
periods, namely: The pre-seminary, 1812-1829; the seminary,
1829-1860; and the graded school, 1860-1940, The free
public school system was inaugurated in 1871 with election
of a superintendent of schools and a high school principal.
Attendance was made entirely free.

The first achool term was three months in length and
there were but two teachers. The growth of Princeton schools
from 1812 to 1940 is remarkable. This growth is evidenoced
by the fact that there are now fifty-seven teachers employed
for a term of nine months.  There are three bulldings: one
uged for white ohildren, one for colored childremn, and one
for parochial children. In 1812 there were about twenty
students enrolled in public sehools, and in 1940 there were
enrolled about omne thousand seven hundred eighty eight.

PR

I
Gil R. Stormont, g;ator* of Gibson unty, Indiana.
n, )3 pe 1337

(Indianapolis: ‘B. F. Bowo
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CHAPTER IT
{ THE BACKGROUND OF EDUCATION IN PRINCETON

The laws formimg the foundation of the public school
system of Indiana and Princeton were made by the Continental
congress. -

In 1785, Congress passed a law providing for the
division of the Northwest Territory into comgressional
townships six miles square. The plats of the townships

were t0 be marked by subdivisions into lets one mile square,

or six hundred forty acres. These lots were to be numbered

from one to thirty-six and lot number sixteen in every town-

ship was to be reserved for the maintenance of the public schools.
Lot number sixteen was first called section sixteen, May 18,
1796.z
The provision of the Ordinance of 1787, that "religion,
morality, and knowledge, being necessary to good government
and the happiness of mankind---schools and the means of
education shall be forever encourasod”3 is the baais for
the development. of éducation in the Northwest Territory.
This act made possible the state system of higher
l eduogtion in Indiang. Under its provisions schools have been
founded and ehepuraged/hy every state carved out df the |

! Northwest Tarritery.

~_ Richard G. Boome, History of Edueation in Indiapa.
(New York: - Appleton, 1895), P. i. - =

3

Ibid., p. 5.
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The COngress‘or the United States, on Mareh 26, 1804,
passed an aet that provided that one entire township, or thirty-
six seotions of land, be appropriated for the use of a seminary
of learning. In aecordance with this law, a township‘was
selected in Gibson County, in 1806.*

Since 1802 people had been settling in Gibdson County,
but as far as we know, the first settlement in what is now
Princeton was made in 1808 by Robert Evans.5 Later in the
same year many others settled and William P. Wood began
teaching in his home., During thé day the boys would recite
and receive their assignments and would stay at the home of
the schoolmaster until their tasks were completed as well
a8 they could do them, It was common for the schoolmaster
to retire in the evening, leaving the boys to work out their
problems. Their tesks completed, the boys would go to their
homes until the next day. Children were often escorted to
and ffon school by armed members of the family because of the
fear of Indian attacks or an attack of some wild animal. The
town was still sparsely settled and the woods surrounding
Princeton were full of wolves, bears, deer, and bob-cats.
There were three tribes of Indians between Princeton and the .
Wabash Rivor.6

Ibido. ’po 60

5 - o
Stornont op. eit., p. 134,

_' otis E. Young, Development of Public Edueation in
Soutgwostorn Indi 1813~I§§5 lTn ana Hlstory Bulletln,
n nnapo 83 I§§§;, 7. 89.




I. THE FORMATION OF THE FIRST PUBLIC SCHOOLS

The first pudblie school in Princeton was held in
1812 (two years before the city was laid cut) in a log
house which stood on the south bank of Richmond Creek near
Main Street. Here on a puncheon floor before a wide fire-
place, with a chimney made of sticks and oclay, Adley Donald
taught from 1812 to 1815; and David Buck taught from
1815 to 1817. "They taught the young how to shoot.."7

A privaté school was taught in the second story of
the Willis C. Osborme building on the southwest corner of
the square in the winter of 1814-1815, by the Reverend
Heokman, a Presbyterian minister.e

In those early schools the pupils studied their
lessons aloud. No child was expected to try to read until
he could spell well. Usually the scholars (as they were.
often ecalled) brought their books from home. Therefore,
individual teaching was necessary and, because of the few
in attendance, was possible. The Bible was studied by every-

one and some had spelling books. Webster's Spelling Book

sometimes celled "0ld Blueback" and Dilworth*s Spelling Book

were used as early as 1803 in southwestern Indiana,

7 o '
- Princeton Clarion-News, October 17, 1928.

8 ,

Interview with John Ballard.
9 .
James H. Smart, The Indlana Sohools and the Men

!g22 ve Worked in Thenm. neinnatl Press, (Glnclnnatl 1826),
P. .
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iI. EDUCATiONAL_LEGISLATION:IN EARLY INDIANA

The Federal Enabling Acet of 1816 provided: "That the
section numbered sixteen in every township, and when such
section has been sold, granted, or disposéd of, other lands
equivalent thereto, and most contiguous to the same, shall
be granted to the 1nhabitanﬁs of such township for the use
of schoolé. That one entire township, shall be designated
by the president of the United Stated, in addition to the
one heretofore reserved for that purpose, shall be reserved
for the use of a seminary of learning and vested in the

Legislature of sald state, to be appropriated solely to the
10

use of such seminary by the sald Legislature." Thus we find
that the act’that enabled Indiana Territory to become a state
was liberal toward education.
The first constitution of Indiana provided: "It shall

be the duty of the General Assembly as soon as ocircumstances
will permit, to provide by law for a general system of education,
asocending in a regular gradation from township schools and
county seminaries to a state university wherein tuition shall
be gratis and equally open to ali".ll

| "Berore this, no state had,'in ites constitution, pro-
vided for a graduated system of schools extending from district

schools to the university, equally open to all on the basis

10

, Clenent T. Malan and James J. Robinson, Indiana
Sehool Lew, {(Indienapolis: C. E. Pauley and Company, 1935),
Po FE.

11 .
Ibid., p. 8-10.
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of free instruetion; This was a forward step and one that
introduced a new trend in education. A state-controllead
system, graduated to the needs of all ages and equally free
to all classes, was the foundation of public schools in
Indiana.

Two weaknesses in this provision were soon apparent.
First, there was no adequate plan for raising money for the
support of schools. Second, there was no scheme for pro-
moting a good sochool system.

In 1824, a law was passed providing for county
seminaries, and about fifty counties avalled themselves of
its provisiong; but all these schools were supported by
private tuition. It was the idea of educators that the
seminaries were to furnish the opportunity for boys and girls
to get what is now termed high school education. Fines and
forfeitures were to be used to maintain them, but these 4id
not acoumulate very fast and were poorly managed.

In 1841, a law provided that all property of the
distriot be made liable for a direct tax with which to build
a school houseflz This aided mepy districts in providing more
adequate buildings, but the schools were still not free,

By 1843, the code of school laws was elaborate, yet
there were few schools. Elementary education was chiefly
conspicuous through the neglect of it, while otber kinds were

not favored.

12

Ibid., p. 10.




Caleb Mills advocated, from 1846 to 1850, the raising
6: adequate revenue by means of a poll tax and a tax on pro-
perty; securing of competent teachers by means of tralning,
supervision, and better salaries; providing proper textbooks;
appointment of a state superintendent to direct the school
system; and the establishment of state universities.l5 In
1848, a specifiec law, containing;the above suggestions, was
submitted to the public will,

The new Constitution which went into effect in 1851
provided for a permanent school fund for free schools and
made provision for safeguarding this fund. It also provided
for a State Superintendent of Public Instruction and the Aocts
of 1852 provided for the State Board of Education and for

14
state and local taxation for the support of schools.

THE FIRST SCHOOLS OF PRINCETON

' The first half of the nineteenth century was marked
by the growth of private schools. For some time there were
itinerant teamchers. Rach itinerant teacher stayed at a home
for a few days and taugpt the children in the neighborhood
and then moved to another home and taught other children.
Itinerary teachers of music could be found in Princetomn as

iate As 1850.

13
- Caleb Mills and the Indiana School System, §ndi a
g;rjorical §pcie_1.Publioations Volume III, pp. 363-

14 . .
Ro G. BOOHQ, _2. m., ppo 182"1420




In 1817, on the corner of North Prince and East
Sﬁate Streets, the site of the present United Presbyterian
Churoh, was erected a log house to be used expressly for
school purposes. It was erected by volunteer labor. The
house was one large room 16 feet by 18 feet and about 8
feet high.l5

Like moat of the earliest schools, the bullding was of
unhewn logs and was windowless for two months, then one log
was partially sawed away to permit light to enter. This
opening was covered with greased paper in cold weather; at
other times it was left uncovered, providing an addition to
the already over-adequate ventilating system.

The crevices were filled with wood and plastered with
clay. In one end was a large fireplace. If the winter months
were very oold, school was dismissed. This usually happened
every winter during December, January, and February.

‘There was & puncheon floor, a floor made of split logs
with the faces smoothed, Seats were made by splitting a
twelve~-foot log-into halves and smoothing the split side
with an axe or adze. Holes were bored in the underside and
legs fastened into the log and driven into the ground. These
seats were not comfortable nor sonducive to study and were a
menace to clothing until successive classes of students had
smoothed the benches better than carpenters had done. The

writing dqskg*Were‘or the puncheon type.

18 S . ‘
Erinceton Clarion-News, October 17, 1928.
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There was not a nail or piece'ot iron used in the
5truoture. The roof was made of clspboards, which were held
in place by poles, weighted with stones, or tied to the
frame of the building. The doors were roughhewn boards with
wooden hinges.l6 The fuel for the fireplace was furnished
by the larger boys at recesses and noon. Chopping wood was
a part of their exercise, as was.thé sweeping of the floor
for the girls.

This house was used until 1820. Here Solomon D. King,
John Crousely, Matthew Cunningham, end William Chittenden
wielded the rod, Private and select schools were taught by
Mrs, Burdeck, Mrs, Emily Harrington, Mrs. John Ewing, Tandy
Montgomery, Mrs. MoKelney, eand Dr. Patten. Your ability then
was Jjudged by the way you wielded a rod. The teacher of this‘
period was not uncommonly the laughing stock of the neighbor-
hood. The length of the term was usually determined by the
circumstances such as the ability of the teacher to teach
subjects beyond those usually offered and the distance of the
schools from home as well as financial support. The term
was usually four or five months, but sometimes only sixty

17
days' o

16 , .
Otis E. YOung, ‘020 Git., ppo 94"’960
17 : |
Wilbur ¥. Fisher, A Centennial Sketch of

‘ , A ducation
in Gibson County, in twenty-eight ennial Report of Eﬁe
§fa§e Superintendent of Public Instruction. (Fort Wayne, 1917),
P. 299.
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The children tried hard to épéll well, in order that
they might learn to read. The teacher brought each pupil to
the front of the room and had him recite. Since each pupil
brought his own books, all instruction was individual and many
children progressed rapidly.

The pioneer teachers were often adventurers from the
East or from England who sought temporary employment during the
winter while waiting for an "opening for business". Some
were first class men, some were unsuccessful in trade, and
some were lame or otherwise disabled.

Teachers were expected to govern on the home plan.,

Two wooden pins were placed over the teachert's desk on which
whips could be laid.

They believed the rod had a two-fold virtue. It was
not only a terror to evil-doers, but was a specific reminder
against stupidity and idleness., It was used freely on both
boys and girls.

Some of the subjects taught in the early schools were:
(1) Penmanship--a good penman was held in great esteem; muoch
time was given ;o writing. It was made a tedious and painful
exercise., (2)Spelling--it was considered the foundation of
all learning. (3)Reading--in early days in Indisna no child
was expected to try to read until he could spell well.

(4) Arithmetic--it was regarded as important because it was

the’most‘practical secience., (5)Free gymnastics was preferred
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by the pioneer school; e, g. bull pen, town ball, marbles,

wrestling, and Jumping.
Some of the textbooks used were: Webster's Spelling

Book, Dilworth's Spelling Book, Gulliver's Travels, Dream Book,

Pilgrim's Progress, Aescp's Fables, Murray and Pike's

English Reader, Columbian Orator and National Reader, Murray's

Grammar, Kirkham and Dilwortht's Arithmetic, Smiley, Bennett

and Jess's Western Calculator, Daboll, Adam, and Ray's

Missouri Hermony and Mason's Sacred Harp.

In 1820, the 014 Covenanter Church was built. It
stood on the east side of Prince Street, Jjust south of the
present Broadway Christian Church. This house was used both
as a church and as a school. Immediately after the church was
built Ira Bostick taught a subseription school. Other teachers
from 1820 to 1829 were William Chittenden, who conducted a
private school in his own home; Major James Smith, the first
commissioner of the seminary township and a school commissioner
for many years; and the Reverend John Kell.19

The pre-seminary period from 1812 to 1829 was a step
toward better education and Princeton was as much advanoed
as any town in the state as far as educational principles
were concerned. But there were many steps to be taken before

a good publio school could be realized,

18
James Smart, op. cit., p. 14, 15.

19 , .
Princeton Clarion-News, op. cit.




CHAPTER III
THE OLD SEMINARY

In early times the sochool trustees were appointed by
the courts. At the May Term of the County Commissioners®
Court in 1819, Alexander Devin, William Prince, and Robert
Evans were appointed trustees "to he styled a Board of
Trustees of Princeton Academy". They did not accomplish much.

In 1822, the County Commissioners appointed Alexander
Devin, Robert Milburn, and Samuel Hall trustees of Princeton
Academy and the court also authorized the county agent to
"gonvey to said trustees and their successors in office, a
title to lot Number 1 in the second survey of Princeton,
-agreeables to an act of the General Assembly, approved December
31, 1818, entitled an act for the encouragement of religion
and léarnins".zo However, the building was not started until
1826,

In 1818, Robert M. Evans deeded to Gibson County the
lot where the high school building now stands for school
purposes. On this lot in 1826 was started the building
known as the "0ld Seminary".

. The buildinngas a two-story brick structure 60 feet
by 30 feet with a seating capacity sufficient to accommodate

20

John Ballard Interview.




two hundred pupils. 'It contained originally five unplastered
rooms; & hall, running east and west divided the north from
the two south rooms on the first floor. A stairway led from
the hall to the two upper rooms in the second story. John
Ballard said, "That stalrway was the ricketiest you ever saw",.
The two south rooms on the first floor were used as living
rooms by some of the teachers. The}upper north room was the
only one used for school purposes for many years. About 1847,
however, the school sessions were moved from the upper north
room to the lower north room and the southwest lower room

was used as a study room. There were two windows on each side
of the hallway facing west, in.both the upper and lower rooms.
There were also two upper and lower windows on the north and
the east sides and no windows at all on the south side of

the bullding. There was a fire-place about the middle of the
north wall in the upper and lower rooms. The teacher's desk
was on the south side of the room. The east side of the

room was a favorite place for the boys to sit. A race track
existed at that time from the northeast corner of the grounds
for a quarter or a mile north and, as races took place fre-
quently, the boys were very desirous of getting choice seats .
where thsy could watech the sport. There were holes of generous
dimensions in the foundation of the building for the passage

of air; and hogs running locse in those days would'occasionally

retire to the shady retreat and, fighting for the coolest spot,
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would iift up theié voices to thé discomrort of the master in
the rooms above who was trying to hear the pupils recite.
Mrs. J. T. Duncan relates that as late as 1868 the hogs would
occasionally run into the hallway in an effort to get out of
the rain or the inclement weather;zl

There was very little school equipment in those early
days. The pupils used slates and slate pencils, but nobody
except the master used a lead pencil. Metal pens were an
unknown item. The faram yard produced the material for the
pen, the goose quill being used for that purpose., The
puplls were taught by the master the art of making a pen; he
posed as a connoisseur in that art. Mrs. Youngman, who in
1914 wes in her eighty-sixth year and who had spent her entire
life in Princeton, relates that the boys and girls used to
catoh the geese which ran at will in that day and enter into
a contest to see who could piek the most quills for pem
purpoéos.22

The proverblal dunce-bleck was in evidence in the
0ld seminary, and meny of the older residents of Prineceton

say that they frequently occupied it. School desks were

not known then as they are today, and the puncheon benches

had no backs.

21 .
Gil R. Stormont, op. eit., p. 147.

22

Ihido’ po 147.
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A fund amounting to $606.00 was raised for the

construction of the ™0l1ld Seminary", by private subscription,
consisting of labor, articles of merchandise, produce, etec.,
and a small amount of cash.

Upon the oompletion of the building in 1829, Calvin
Butler was chosen principal and Andrew Erskin assisting
teacher. The teachers were paid.by'subscription and cast
lots for the choice of subseribers. They took all kinds of
merchantable articles for payment when money was not
convenient. Much bartering was done in those days.

The salary system was adopted in 1832, and the
Reverend Hiram A, Hunter, a finely educated man, was employed
as prineipal for one year for $250.00 or $300,00 in money,
*provided that amount could be realized"®. A teacherts con-
tract of this sort would hardly suffiee in this ocentury. The
Reverend Hunter taught from 1832 to 1834, when Thomas Horn-
brook came.

The "01d Seminary" was built under what is known as
the "Seminafy System" then generally observed throughout the
state, and remained under county control until the new
constitution of Indiana failed te authorize it in 1852 and
required its sale. This seminary furnished secondary
instruction for pupilsagr the entire county as well as for

students of Princeton.

23

Retrospect, (Prinoeton, 1902), p. 9.
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The building cost ‘about $2,000.00 in those primitive
dﬁys. The seminary was the third to be chartered in Indiana.
Higher education fared better in early Indiana than did the
common sczlmc:l.z4 |

In 1842, the rates of tuition were one dollar and fifty
cents per quarter. From that school fund was drawn one hundred
dollars and the balance, two hundred dollars, was made up
by subscription. In 1846, the number enumerated of school
age was two hundred twenty-seven; of these, one hundred
thirteen were boys and one hundred fourteen were girls. 6f
the boys enumerated, only forty-two attended sehool., It is
no wonder that in 1848 there were thirty thousand voters in
Indiana who could not read or write, if this condition pre-
vailed throughout the state.z5

On December 12, 1853, J. F., Bird became principal of
the o0ld seminary. In 1854, it was announced that those who
cared to board themselves eould do so. They were given rooms

in the semimary for this purpose. It was during the second

session of that yeer that the term Princeton Graded School

wag flrst used, and probably the term had never been gged in
connection with any school system prior to that date.

24 L o
Logan Esarey, History of Indiana. (Indianapolis
B. F. Bowen, 1918). pi’ B0 r ’
2% '
Gil R, Stormont, op. ¢it., p. 148.

26 -

Ibid., p. 148.
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Prior to 1854 girls‘were»practioally excluded from attending
this school and great was the agitation as to the advisability
of educating boys and girls together. The community was
evenly divided on this qngstion, and for all those years,
1836-1854, the parents'had to provide for the separate schoole~
ing of their daughters. ElijJah Lilleston, 1854, was the first
instructor to teach the two sexes tbgether in the 0ld seminary.

| In 1853, the old seminary was bought by the cerporation
trustees of Princeton and those trustees continued to use it
for school purposes.

Under the law of 1833 the teacher was not paid until
the completion of the term for which he was employed. In
1833, the Reverend Dr. Patten started a female school in
Princeton and his school room ocame to be the usual meeting
place of the ehurch.zv

There were many private schools during this period.

In 1855, J. B. Hall opened one in the basement of the Methodist
Chureh; it was a select school for "misses and young ladies",
About this time Henry W. Biggs held a sehool for young ladies
at his residemce, 1In 1854, Mr. Thomas Hornbrook conducted

a private school. Miss Byers éonducted & school in 1855 at

her residence. There were four terms, and all the common

branches of the day were taught in addition to philosophy,

27
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logie, rh@toric, piaﬁo, drawing, p&inﬁing, and embroidery. |
| The Princeton Female Seminary began a session of five
months on Monday, Mey 1, 1854, with the Reverend Henry W.
Briggs as principal and Miss Mary I. Stewart as assistant
teacher. -
At that time provisions were made for the geparate

education of boys end girls in 1838, the basements of the

. Methodist and Presbyterian Churches were used as school

rooms for the girls.

Under the name of Female College Miss T. H. Smith
held a session of eleven weeks; this session was held in
1849.2g The Princeton FPemale Academy was opened in 1853 by
Jehn Orr and his wife in the basement of the Methodist Churech.
This was really a miniature college. - "The Female Institute"
gave way the next year to a "Female Sohool" taught by Miss
R. P. Blair in the basement of the church. In these sochools
there was no attempt to grade the scholars, and the whole
business of education was more or less hit and miss,

Another interesting school of that seminary period
was the "Prindeton Female High School"., It was organized
April 30 1855 with Henry T. Morton as Principal and Mrs.

M. V. Paxton and Mrs. M., M. Morton as assistants. The school

wes held in the room under Temperance Hall, which stood on

28
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the site of the present 0dd Fellows Building.
The following advertisement for the fall term 1855

gives these rates for rfive months:

Tultion Senior Department $20,00 |
Tuition Junior Department 16.00 |
Tuition Preparatory second grade 10.00 !
Tuition Preparatory first grade 7,50
Music with use of plano 20,00
Painting and Drawing . 10.00
Embroidery . 6.00
Modern Languages 10.00

Board for those coming from a distance might be obtained in

good femilies for $1.75 end $2.50 a week, which included
light and fuel.30

The first two sessions were the only omes held in
the Temperance Hall Building. Mr. Henry T. Morton decided
to erect a building. During the summer, Mr., Morton engaged
in the construction of a building especially for the school
which he hoped would be ready to be occupied by fell,

However it was not dedicated until February 6, 1856, and was
not in actuel use until May 17, 1856. During this period,
school was held in the Presbyterian Church.

The Presbyterien dhurch was located north of the middle
of the block on the east side of West Street between Emerson and
Chestnut. It was a two-stary, five-room brick structure.

The main entrance was near the middle of the south side, and

opened upon a wide hall with a straight stairway; to the wegt

30
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or street side, was‘a large room used as a boys' assembly

room., On the southeast corner was the music room sometimes
used as a class room and office, where one of the erstwhile \

puplils tells me, he was once thoroughly birched. Here, also,

were the shelves wherelmrs. Paxton kept her collection of
dolls, dressed in various costumes of the Orient. That
collection she had made in 1832 while teaching the first
school for women in the Orient. It was located at Beirut,
Syria. In the northeast corner was the chemical laboratory
with its apparatus far experiments; and here in trays was the
principalts large geological collection, each of the several
thousand specimens carsfully labeled. Upstalrs was another
larger asgembly room used by girls and two smaller c¢lass rooms.
The school had no blackboards, but was well furnished with
maps, charts, globes, and library books. It was supplied with
the latest improved Boston desks and bencohes. The desks were
of walnut and cherry; the benches were of maple and white wood.
A wood-~burning hot air furnace known as "Retort Globe Furnace",
héated the building and fresh air was supplied by Emerson
ventilating apparatus, whieh was very fine. On the whole
that was considered the best equipment in Indiana.§l

At the second session in 1856, boys and girles were

admitted and the school became the "Male and Femsle Academy",

31
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There was a normal départment doing fine work for those . ‘

1ﬁtending to become teachers. In 1856-1857 the total attendance ‘

was one hundred forty-three. E
In the fall of 1858, the academy passed to the owner-

ship of Henderson and Brown. In 1859, it again chenged hands,

the new owners being Brown eand Sturgis, In 1860, on account

of a small attendance and the civilrWar c¢loud, its doors

were closed. It was, however, opened again in 1862 by a few

citizens who refused to donate toward the meintenance of the

public school in the old seminary building. On August 31,

1863, the building was purchased by William Kurtz, acting for

the school trustees of the city of Princeton. It thus became

a part of the public school property of the city, and there

the intermediate department of the publie schools was kept

until the completion of the new school building in Jenuary

1871, on the site of the old seminary.
At all times the academy had an excellent staff of

teachers. Some were Henry T. Morton, Principal; assistents:

Mrs. Mary M. Morton, Miss Matilda Ellingwood, Miss Hattie W.

French, Miss Marﬁha S. Paxton, and Miss Bliza M. Paxton; as

well as Mrs. M. W. Paxton, teacher of musie. A committee

on examination was headed by Dr. Johm D. Paxton, D. D.;

the Reverend John MoMaster; the Reverend G. W. Walker; Honorable

Semuel Hall; Alex C. Donald; Williem W. Blair, M. D.; and
John Phillips.
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The first session of the acadeﬁy closed on July 6 with
th§ examination by the above mentioned board. On July ?,
there was an exhibition of work in the courthouse. The
Clerion says that this is the first time there was interest
shown in the academy. "The Vietorian conspiracy of silence
about which such an ado has been made did not include pub-
licity for local events; there were ﬁo boogter c¢lubs to
cast a rosy glow over everything that happened in the home
town." If a much advertised event proved to be a "washout"”,
the editor felt that he should tell about it. He did carry
an account of the dedication exercises; he said that only a
handful of citizens felt enough interest in the new academy
to come out, and that the two expected speakers from out of
town failed to appear. However, Dr. McMaster and Judge Embree
did their best to rfill the gap. Nevertheless, the attitude
had changed because the schoolhouse was demsely packed for
the examination and the eourthouse was packed during the
final exhibition. Since both examination and exhibi tion
showed such progress made by the pupils in the ascadenmy,
Princeton will sgpport all future events sponsored by the
academy.32

The first name on the roll of the Female Academical

Department was that of Lucille C. Archer of Gilbson County, to

"y

38 o _
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whom we are indebted for many reminiséenoes of the school.
Among other nemes found on the roll are: Mary, Nancy, and
Martbha Boswell, Bernard and Sylvester Boswell, John Braselton,
Kate Brownlee, Charles and Hugh Brownlee, Kate, Minnie, and

Sophle Downey, Mary Duncan, Mary, Frances, and Nannie Ewing,
Franklin and M. Perry Embree, Sarah Latham, Mary A. and !
Nenecy J. Maxam, and Samuel E. Mhnfotd.sa |

The course of study in the preparatory department ’
includes the usual so-~called English branches, and in addition, E
drawing, singing, and first lessons in natural history, ‘
natural philosophy, and physiology. The advanced department
offers algebra, geology, botany, chemistry, astrononmy,
meteorology, and physical geography, rhetorie, logic, mental,
moral, and natural philosophy, biblical literature and
antiquities, and evidénces of Christianity. Pupils who
desired 1t and could afford it took a classical course in
addition to the above,

We are acoustomed to think that it is only the modern
teacher who is expected to meke study pleasant to the pupil;
that in the old days "liekin™ and "larnin" always went together.
The following was written by a primary teacher in 1856: "It
is our aim in this department to make the school duties as

; Pleasant as possible that the young student may not at his
first setting out, learn to dislike all study and books.

| 33
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Arithmetic is commenced very early, no£ by giving the child _
a book, which he cannot understand, and thus disgusting him
with the study, but by teaching him to count, to meke figures
on his slate, and to perform those minor additions and sub-
tractions suited to his capacity. This all children liked,
it serves to amuse them while at the same time, their minds
acquire strength by the discipline. 'Geography is taken up
as soon as he can read, Large maps are constantly used and
every effort made to render the subject pleasant as well as
profiteble. As for composition, the difficulties of this
branch owing to defective teaching have been greatly over
estimated. When pupils begin young, and are gently led on
as their faculties develop, it becomes neither hard nor
unpleasant. Generally they like it."s4

We are, also, accustomed to think that it is only

nowadays that & scholar's time 1is expended in singing,
drawing, and nature study, to the detriment of the three R's.
In that academy, "singing was conducive both to the health
and pleasure of the children, as a regular daily exercise".
Drawing is likewise "one of the regular lessons in that depart-
ment. This branch, so useful as well as entertaining, has
been entirely neglected in many of our sochools. While but a
few have a decided talent for art, the number of persons
who cannot learn to draw with accuracy sufficient for ordinary

purposes is very small."” As for nature study--"The scientific

34
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studies are taught in the form of familiar conversations
with the ohildren."35

Do we not consider outdoor exercises, and orgaenized,
directed play as belonging to a modern theory of education?
Is not the psychology of attention as applied to ohildren
something new? In the Morton academy recesses occurred at
the end of every hour. Recitations were short and thus a
frequent change was effected. Children could not remain long
in one position or fix their minds long on one subject; and
their arrangements were made with reference to this fact.

The smaller ones were confined very little. They recited about

eight or ten lessons a day and spent the intervals on the

playground. This applied to the older scholars as well; they
were expected to go outdoors, and once outside, were not
allowed to stand around, but must take part in some game.
The children played at rolling hoops, tag, three cormered cat,
shinney, "Anthony, Anthony, over the houss", and other gemes under
the large‘oak trees.

After going through the prescribed course in the
academnic department and passing an examination in each subject,
the pupll was présented with a diploma. It was the endeavor

of the academy to train the young morally eas well as

35
Ibid., p. 10.
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intellectually, and to that end the study of the Bible was

kept up through the whole course.

In the normal department, the methods used were the
same as those followed in the best normal training schools
today. Those desiring to prepare themselves for teaching,
studied the best works on the subject; they were also fur-
nished with classes of young scholaré and thus were able to
acquire practical knowledge of the profession. Those classes
were not cemmitted solely to their care. They were taught

immediately under the supervision of the superior teacher,

who once a week reviewed the lessons reeited during the
preceding four dqys.36

The sessions of the academy were for five months and
the quality of instruetion given in the school was very good.
The Third Annual Glbson County Fair, held October 15 and 16,
1856, had displays of both student and teacher work. Miss
Minnie Downey received a gold ring for the best embroidery
work at the county fair and later that year won first prize
at the State Fair with it,

The academy had two literary societies, the Laurel
Wreath and The Miseltoe Bough., They were secret socletles,
The Laurel Wreath published a paper "The Meteorite". Some
oopiés of these are in the possession of our older citizens,
among them, Mary F. Jerauld. Those sooleties often'gave teab-

leaux and plays. These socletiss gave suppers to procure

36

Ibid., p. 1l.




funds for the purchase of books for the school library.

After the beginning of the graded system, the academy
was bought in 1870 by Seth Ward and it was remodeled for
residence purposes., It is now the residence of Mr. and Mrs.
Jémes Warnock at 314 Northwest. The exterior has been little
changed, the front porch being a late addition as is also an
outside stairway. »

This was the parting of the ways--the 0ld private
and subsoription schools were abandoned forever and the new
era of a sane, sensible, and universal public school system
was ushered in.

The year 1860 marks the virtual passing of the private
school in Princeton. It had served its purpose and served
it well. It had provided means and inspiration for learning
during s period when community sentiment was not yet
orystalized in favor of publie education. When, however,
state laws had been passed making provision for permanent
school funds, when it became mandatory upon school trustees
to look after the school funds and the school business in a
proper way, and when the aschools became organized and
systematized-inra rational and business-like manner, there
was no further place for the private school. The people paid

tultion in the form of taxes for the maintenance of the

publie school.




CHAPTER IV
THE GRADED SYSTREM

The year 1860 marks the advent of the modern graded

school system of Princeton.

The Clarion urged parents not to economize on their chil-
dren's schooling during those hard times prior to and during
the Civil War. "Better leave them an lnheritance in the head,
than in the pockét."37

John McMaster, Andrew Lewis, and William Kurtz were
appointed school trustees in May, 1860, The town trustees
had elready begun a thorough renovation of the 0ld Seminary
Building. The partition between the two south rooms on the
first floor was removed and all of the rooms were plastered.
The bullding was given all other needed repairs to make it
comfortable and pleasant for school purposes. The grounds were
fenced in for the first time by a good substantial fenoe.58
Furniture for outfitting the rooms properly was also installed.

The schools were divided into primary, intermediate,
and academic departments.

The Primary Department was divided into three schools,
each to consist of not more than fifty pupils of both sexes and each
school to be under a different teacher. Room No. 1 was to be

the south room on the lower floor of the Seminary Building;

37
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Room No. 2 the room uhderrthe odd Feliow's Hall and Room
No; 3 the basement of the Methodist Church.

It was the intention at first to divide the Intermediate
Department into two schools, one for males and the other for
females. Each was to consist of not more than fifty pupils and
be taught by various teachers. The department was afterwards,
however, changed to one school oonsiéting of not more than one
hundred scholars of both sexes, to be taught by a principal and
one assistant. That department was to ococupy the two upper rooms
of the "Public School House (The 0ld Seminary)".

The Academlo Department was to consist of one school,
both sexes, and was not to exceed sixty in number. It was to be
under the supervision of the principal of all the grades and
was to occupy the north room on the first floor.

The schools were taught five days per week, six hours per
day, and ten months per year. The daily sessions were to be from
nine to twelve in the morning, and from two to five in the after-
noon. Beginning with QOctober 8, 1860, however, the afternoon
session opened at one-thirty and closed at four-thirty.

The tollowing teachers were selected: D. Eokley Hunter,
Principal of Academic Department; the Reverend J. L. Craig,
Principal of Intermedjate Department; Mrs. D. Eckley Hunter,
Assistant Principal of Intermediate Department; Mrs. J. L.
Anderson, Primary No. 1; Miss Margaret Small, Primary No. 2;

Miss Mary BEwing, Primary No. 3.
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So many beginﬁing pupils enrolled in Primery No. &

that it was necessary to employ another teacher, and Miss Re-
bacca Harmon was selected for that position in October, 1860.

; The salaries for the different teachers were as follows:
Prineipal of Academic Départment............$50.00 per month
Intermediate Grades...cccecvececcocscsecess$32.00 per month
Primary Grades...................,.{........520.00 per month
MiSS HAYrMONeessseseocosasosscrcccsvesacsess$12.00 per month

The question of providing enough funds to meet the
necessary expenses was a serious one, The school fund furnished
annually $800,00. The amount required to defray all expenses
for a ten months' school was estimated at $1,800.00. It was
required that the balance be raised by subsceriptions. A sub-
seription paper was circulated and more than enough money was
promised to meet all demands. The schools were supposed to be
free of tuition for town residents; yet it was seen that the
school fund did not provide half enough to meet the required
obligations and that the remainder had to ¢ome from voluntary
subsocriptions.

Non-residents were admitted into the three departments
at the rate of one dollar, one dollar and a half, and two |
dollars per month., The tulition was paid two months in advance,

Scholars were admitted by card to the teacher after
an examination by a committee appolnted to dasignate their grade.

: "Sohoois shall commence‘each year on the first Monday

in September and there shall be the following vacations: One
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week froﬁ and after fhe twenty—fouftﬁ of December; one week
pfeceding the second MOndéy in April. There shall not be more
than twelve scholars in one class, Friday was review day; all

lessons of the week were requested to be reviewed. There was

a teachers' meeting every Friday at five o'clock in the evening at
39

the principalts office.™

Habitual tardiness, irregular attendance, truancy, bad
moral conduct, or disobedience was punished by a suspension
for thirty days or expulsion from school. The third offense
in truancy was punished by a suspension of fifteen days.

The schools began on Monday, September 3, 1860. During
the preceding week the school trustees and Principal Hunter met
the various pupils on the first floor of the 0dd Fellows Hall
for the purpose of grading and classifying them into their grade.
The task was a difficult one, the lack of previous systematic
teaching being very apparent. Pupils, for instance, that could
read in fourth-grade and fifth-grade readers knew nothing about
arithmetic or grammar. Some who were "long" on arithmetic were
exceedingly "short" on reading and other subjects. The best
was made of the situation, however, and the olassification was
completed as weli as could be done under the circumstances and

condi tions that confronted the executives,
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The enrollment for the first day was two hundred sixty
and it reached three hundred eleven by September 11, 1860,

with an average attendance of two hundred ninety-five., The

total number enumerated, between five and twenty-one years of
agé, was four hundred fifty-seven. The enrollment was as
follows:

Primary No. 1 had‘forty-nine pupils

Primary No. 2 had fifty pupils

Primary No. 3 had fifty-one pupils

Intermediate had one hundred five pupils
Academic had fifteen pupils.40
On September 29, 1860, the board employed a suitable
person to make fires and sweep out the room daily. A tax of five

cents per month was imposed on each pupil for defraying this ex-

pense.

The schools were suspended on Thursday and Friday for the
Gibson County Fair, which was held October 11 and 12, 1860. The
custom of not beginning the fall term of school until after the
County Fair was instituted September 19, 1887.

On Saturday, October 27, 1860, the Gibson County Teachers®
Association was orgenized in Temperence Hall at Princeton. .
J. F. Bird, of Owensville, was elected president and D. Eckley

41
Hunter, of Princeton, secretary.

40
Ibid. ’ p. 191.
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Under the intélligent supervision of D. Eckley Hunter,
the graded school system took a firm foothold in Princeton.
It was not perfect at first, but it was an excellent beginning.

Mr. Hunter was a scholarly gentleman and an excellent organizer,

was especially rittedvfbr the task of organizing and system-
atizing the school at that period. He remained at the head
of the schools for three years, resigning June 25, 1863,

He was succeeded by Mr. Allen, who served one year, and who
was followed in the fall of 1865 by S. A. Rollins, who also
served one year,

In March, 1865, S. A. Rollins had to close the school
because of lack of money. He later taught a private or
select school in the Academy for pupils of every grade.,
Tuition was six dollars for twelve weeks,

In 1865, the tax for education was raised from ten
cents to sixteen cents on all taxable property.

‘Mr. Hunter again had charge of the schools during the
year 1865-1866, but resigned at the end of the spring term to
become a member of the faculty of Indlana University.

The schools were under the supervision of the Reverend

Robert Gray during 1866~1867, and C. A. Obenshain for the year

1867-1868. Mr. Obenshain began the succeeding term of 1868-1869,
but reslgned during the year and was succeeded by W. T. Davis, who

served for the remainder of the year. Beginning with the fall
Term of 1869 W. T. Stillwell had charge of the schools for two

years. He was also County Exeminer at the same time and supervised

both the county and the eity schools,
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Thé decade beginning with the &éar 1860 was a very
trjing period, not only because the graded system was being
tried for the first time, but also because the Civil War
was in progress during the first half of that period., The
interest of the people Was absorbed greatly in the national
strife, finances were at a low ebb, and the educational
interest naturally suffered. But'thé school system was
being gradually moulded into shape.

As was previously stated, e subscription was taken up
in the fall of 1860 for the purpose of maintaining the school.
During the following ten years it was necessary each year to
maintain the schools partly by tuition. When D. Eckley Hunter
again took charge of‘the schools in 1865, tuition was charged
as follows:

Primary Departmsnt......eecvceeve...$1.50 per month

Intermediate Department.............$2.00 per month

‘Academic Or Gr&mMMAT........ccev.....$2.50 per month

High Schooleecivenescerscrnsscansee$3.00 por month

The best clock in town wes in the grammar room at the
Academy., It was a Seth Thomas Regulator, It was given to
the school by Mr., F. W‘ade.4g

The newspaper in the fall of 1865 asked the patrons to

vieit the school and to take more interest. "The public sechools

42 ;
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will close about Chriétmas, giving with the public money a
liﬁtla more than three months' school this year. With the
increased taxes we hope to give next year five or six months?
sohool."43 7

On January 1, 1866, all departments were carried on,
but tultion had to be paid in advance.

A class was formed in the Normal Department in whioch ;
lectures were delivered similar to those which had been given
to classes in the state university.

The motto of the schools was "Not how much, but how

44 ,
well." The fee for the Normal Department was three dollars

for each course of twelve lectures. A student could take
either Latin or Greek in the high school or Normal for one
doller and a half per month.

In February, 1866, a night school was organized, giving
instruction to a class of adults in arithmetic. The teacher

aimed to make the course a practical one.

The gymnasium was the great center of attraction. It
was located on the playground of the graded school. It was
used by both boys and girlas, This was built in April, 1866.

Funds were getting sc low in 1887 that, unless something
was done, school would close the last of February. A school |
meeting was called for January 22 to raise by voluntary contri-

butions one thousand three hundred dollars to run the

43
Ibid., December 14, 1865.

44
Ibid., January 11, 1866.
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schools until the last of June. There was a "free school"
kept on the streets especially around the public square. School
‘hours were 6 A. M. to 2 A, M. of the next day." Citizens of
Princeton could make their own selection of school citizens.45

In 1867, there ﬁere about two thousand persons living in
Princeton. There were one graded school and six select schools.
Mr. I. C. Smith opened & voecal music school in the summer of
1867, about June 13.

Under a general revision of the school law in 1865, the
board of county commlssioners was required to appoint a cbunty
school‘examiner, who held his office for the period of three
years; he was required to examine teachers for license by a
series of written questions in orthography, reading, writing,
arithmetic, geography, English grammar, physiology, and the
history of the United States,

The seminary building served for a school until it was
torn down to give place to the present commodious brick strueoture,
which was completed in 1871 at a cost of over $40,000.00.

-In the autumn of 1870, the East Building was partially
completed and was ocoupied by the public schools,

This new building was located on the summit of "Semina;y"
Hill in the east part of town on the block bounded by Seminary,
Race, State, and Emerson Streets, The building was eighty feet

east and west, geventy feet north and south, and it was three

45
Ibid,, Jenuary 10, 1867.
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stories high above the basement. There was a tower six ‘
stories high on the front of the building. In 1876 there was
a tornado that destroyed three stories of the tower. The
three~story tower remained until the building was torn down
in 1912.

The basement had four rooms ten feet high. Two were used
for fuel and two for school room. Each of the other stories
was sixteen feet high. The first had a main entrance from the
west and one side entrance from the north and one from the south.
In the first story were four school rooms, to each of whiéh was
annexed a small room for the children's c¢lothing. A hall
passed through the building north and south. Two double
flights of stairs led from the first to the second story where
four small rooms were located. Two on the north and twe on
the south were used for cloak rooms for pupils who occupied
the second story. That story had four school rooms and é
superintendent's room, the latter being 14 feet by 24 feet.
To each school room on this floor was annexed a teacher's
private room. The flights of stairs leading from the second
to the third stqry were constructed in the same way as those
immediately below, The third story was the Mansard or French
story, in which were two school rooms and an assembly room
52 feet by 70 feet.46 (

The building hed twelve school rooms all the same

46 |
Ibid., March 2, 1871,
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size, 54”feet by 27‘feet each. Sik of these were occupied
in 1871. They were furnished with Andrews' Gothie single }
seats. This building would accomodate eight hundred scholars,

The architectural beauty of the building was not sur-
ﬁassed by any other school building in the southern part of
the state. The massive brick walls were made with a view to
strength as well as to beauty.47

The school was organized into six different grades:
Lower Primary taught by Miss Maggie Small; High Primary taught
by Mrs. M. B. Craig; Lower Intermediate taught by Miss Mf
Deleshmet; Higher Intermediate taught by Miss Julia Talbot;
Grammar School taught by Miss Anna Small; High School taught by
Miss Anna Small, Principal, and Superintendent D. Eckley Hunter.
In each of these grades there were two classes, except for the
high school in which there were four grades. The total en-
rollment was 430 and the average dally attendance was 360.

" The following salaries were paid in 1872: Superintendent
$1,000.00 a year; primary teachers $30.00 a month; intermediate
teachers $35.00 a month; high school teachers $40.00.

Up'to this time there was no course of study in the high
school, no prombtions, and no commencements., Yet the work had
been done so well that all three classes were re-organized at‘

the beginning of the school year, 1871.

Ibid.

48 :
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Authree-year:"Scientific Coﬁrée of Study" was adopted in
1871. Four persons were‘admitted to the third or senior yéar;
three of these, Isabel Blair, Sallie Z. Faris, and Lizzie Mauck,
completed the course and.were the firgst graduates of the Prince-
ﬁon High School on June 20, 1872. Ten were admitted to the
second year, and twenty to the first year class, making in all
thirty-four pupils in the high sghool for 1871-1872, in a total
enrollment of 574,

The General Assembly created the office of county
superintendent in 1873. The law enlarged the powers of ﬁhe old
office and provided that the superintendent should give his
whole time and energy to the supervision of sducational matters
in the county. He was to be appointed by the township trustees.
The law of 1873 ushered in real rural supervision. In 1873,

W. T. Stilwell was appointed school superintendent of Gibson
County. He was followed by Henry A, Yeager, under whose
administration the type of teachers employed was greatly im-
proved.

In May, 1872, Superintendent Hunter took twenty boys and
girls of the high school on a trip to Wyandotte Cave, Corydon,
Louisville, and other historical places, The trip lasted ten
days and cost $25.00 for the round trip. |

Miss Beckwith's kindergarten was so popular that the
trustees considered replacing the seats with oribs. But this

was not done.

The grading system was very similar to the system used
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today, a satisractor& recitation wﬁs harked as 80, a very good
one as 90, an extra difficult task or a perfect lesson on
monthly reviews was marked as 100, a poor lesson was marked
79 or less., The standard was 70 for passing.

In 1871 and 1872, there was a third extrae session of the
public schools. It was for two months. "Pupils that did not
attend school regularly and could not keep up with their classes
were assigned to lower classes."49 Writing was a speciality
during this session. During a review course as much might be
learned in six weeks as was regularly learned in an ordinéry term
of three months.

The Board of Trustees in 1872 was composed of William
Kurtz, Alexander Normen, and J. D, Kaufman. The board was
composed of twenty-two visitors, seven teachers, and Superintendent
D. Eckley Hunter.

Financial conditions were then better and the rate of
taxation was reduced., Arrangements had been made to pay off
all claims and enough money was left to make sufficient needed
repairs.

A lidbrary was created in 1872, In it were over a
thougand volumeé accessible tothe pupils. George Penion, who
was Jjenitor, also took care of the library. |
v Voocal and instrumental musio was taught by a competent
and experienced teacher,~Miss Sadie Milliken, so that pupils could
conveniently take-léssons without interruption of ordinéry studies.
German, bookkeeping in single and double entry, and penmanship
were taught in the high school.

49 '
Ibid., March 30, 1871.
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Non-resident children could be admitted to the benefits

of the school at low tuition prices. By the enumeration,
three hundred eighty-five boys and three hundred twenty-eight
girls, a total of seven hundred and thirteen children were

of school age in Princeton in 1870. Yet there were only

two hundred forty-seven boys and three hundred twenty-seven
girls enrolled in the public schools, with an average dally
attendance of only three hundred sixty-nine. Only 51.7 per
cent of the enumeration was enrolled and only 62 per cent of
the enrollment attended school regularly. Three and one-half
per cent of the school enrollment were tardy, at some time or

other throughout the year.

The average age of pupils in the sixth grade was fourteen

years and four months. Five in the high school were over twenty-

one years of age. In all of the high school only twenty-eight
were non-resident students. Twenty were enrolled in the first
year of high school with an average age of fifteen years and
eleven months; ten enrolled in the second year with the
average age of seventeen years and three months; four were

in the third year with the same average age as the second year
students. A number of pupils in the high school were irregula;

in their studies; hence, many were not candidates for promotions.

50

William Kurtz, Notes of School Trustees for 1871-1872,
Princeton, Indiana. \
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Thé most p0puiar subjects in.the high school were spelling,
réading, and writing, while geometry, chemistry, mental philosophy,
English literature, and the elements of law had the fewest enrolled.
Half-hour lessons'in vocal music were given in each room weekly.
Tﬁe advancement made thé board of trustees decide to continue
this plan,

The Everett Literary Society'was organized in September,
1871. It had exercises in debates, essays, declamations, and
original speeches. The soclety sponsored two lectures and then
purchased several books for the library.

The school year was divided into three terms: fall term
from September 9 to December 20--fifteen weeks; winter term
from Jenuary 6 to March 2l--eleven weeks; spring term from
March 25 to June 20--sleven weeks.

In the Normal Depertment, the pupils would pursue the
regular course of instruction and receive regular lessons in:

‘Methods of primary instruction

Methods of illustration

Map drawing

Simple lessons and experiments in physiology

Natural philosophy and chemistry

School government and school menagement

Normal pupils were required to put into practice
the theories that were presented, by performing the experiments
themselves, and by actually teaching classes that were fur-
nigshed for that purpose, Those who wished to prepare for

teaching and could not attend the State Normal School were
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greatly benefitted in this local department. .

In 1874, A. J. Snoke became superintendent of the public
schools in Princeton. In his first year he changed the seven-
grade plan below the high school to the eight-grade system.
This reveals Mr. Snokefs wisdom and foresightedness.,

Princeton High School was the sixth that was established
in the state. Evansville, New Albény, Madison, Ft. Waynse,
and Columbus established high schools before Princeton
established hers in 1860. Princeton High School was one of
the first to receive a commission, enabling its graduateé to
enter higher institutions of learning without an examination.
The city was proud of this honor and has elways tried to improve
its schools.

As witnessed by the substantial buildings that were
built in Princeton to replace the rude structures of previous

years, by 1880 southwestern Indiana hed passed from the

pioneér stage of schools and school buildings,




CHAPTER V
SCHOOLS FROM 1885-1922

In 1887, in compiiance with a petition strongly urged by
many taxpayers, the school board began the erection of another
building. The site chosen was a vaoént lot of four acres in the
southwestern part of town, a distance of one block south and one
block west from the publie square. On a part of this lot the
present Lowell School is located.’

This new building was occupied for the first time at the
opening of the schools in September, 1888. It provided eight
school rooms of the ordinary size and three rooms of smaller
dimensions for office and class work. The entire floor space
on the third floor is in one room; thus furnlshing good facilities
for a gymnasium. Two athletic clubs have been organized énd
through their efforts that room has been fairly well equipped
with apparatus for physical exercises. The building presented
a fine appearance; it was handsomely finished inside with pine

51
shutters.

The Smead system of heating and ventilation was used.
The building cost about $20,000.00.

The building contained many cloak rooms conveniently located
on each floor. The building had a library. A plano and maps

were among the equlpment.

51 , , .
Report of Public Schools for 1890, Board of Trustees,

Princeton.




After the completion of the West Building the first six

grades were taught in the East Bullding end all grades including

high school were taught in the West Building. F. B. Dresslar
was the high school principal, eand he was assisted in the high
school work by L. R. Hudélson. A. J. Snoke was the superin-

- tendent. Superintendent Snoke -cared more for science than for
any other subject, therefore, it recéived much emphasis in the
new high sehool,

During 1888-1889 there was a four-year course. The
year 1887 had no graduating class, because the change to a-
four-ysar curriculum was made in 1884. In 1888, there were
eight graduates from the four-year course. But in 1889, it
was changed to a two-year course, In making this change the
board disregarded the protest of Superintendent Snoke. This
two-year course was used only one year.

Falling health compeled Mr. Snoke to resign. F. B;
Dresslar was elected superintendent and E. W. Monical was made
principal of the high school. Mr., Dresslar gave an impetus
to the study of Latin that has made it a prominent factor in

the high school ever since.

Eight hundred were enrolled in Princeton Public Schools

in 1890. This was about 42 per cent of the school enumeration.
Sixteen teachers were employed at the average monthly selary
of $44.33. This average was as high as it had ever been., The
avefage enrollment per teacher was fifty.

The school population remained about the same from

1880-1890. Meanwhile there was a 21 per cent decrease in the
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c¢ity's population. .The decrease was due to a change in the
condition in the family. Families were growing smaller. Many
families belonging to the laboring class had moved away and a
well-to-do class had moved into Princeton. There had also been
much scarlet fever and measles in the last five years to cause
part of the decrease,

"A comparison of the record of the Princeton Publiec
Schools with the records of the other towns and cities in the
state brings to notice the gratifying faet that no other ecity
in the state enrolls in its pubiic schools so large a pro-
portion of its school enumeration; no other city shows a larger
proportion of graduates, from the high school."52

During the 1890's, not a pupil could be detained during
the noon hour. No one could be detained more than fifteen
minutes after school in the afternoon, except by SpecialAper-
mission from the superintendent. Seventy-five per cent was
the péssing grade. No promotion was issued to any pupil
whose standing in deportment was not satisfactory.

"Phe next ten years was & period of remarkable growth in
high soﬁool sentiment throughout the United States, and Prinoce-

53
-ton reflected that sentiment."

In 1897, the three-year course was changed to the four-

year course whioch is still used.

52
Ibia.

53

The Retrospect, Princeton, 1902, p. 12.
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"The West Buiiding_was burned fo the ground during the
night of December 28, 1899, Everything was destroyed, much
material that could never be replaced. Without books, charts,
desks, apparatus, the high school found quarters in the 0dd
Fellows* Building, January 3, 1900, and remained there until the
close of the year. A few pupils deserted after the fire, but

most of them returned and the year 1899-1900 was considered one

of the best in the history of the school. This was made possible

by the prompt action of the school officials in supplying desks
and necessary furniture, by the deep interest of citizens; by

the faithful devotion of the teachers, and by the excellent

spirit of the pupils. Here the Assembly-Room §xstem was in-
troduced, which has since been retad.ned."'g4

In September, 1900, the new West Building was completed
and in ity the high school remained until 1913, when the pre-
sent building was built.

' " The new building had slix recitation rooms, a laboratory,

and the Assembly Hall, a room 35 feet by 65 feet, There was a
small room for an office., The building was well arranged and
equipped. "It was as beautiful as the most exacting heart could
wish for a échool."55

The building cost $18,996.00., A Yaryan Heating and
Ventilating System was installed for $3,133.77. Venetian blinds

were used throughout the school. $450.00 was spent for library

54
Ibid., p. 13.

1
Ib;d., p. 15.
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and reference books.placed in the Assembly-Hall. The tota;
cost was $39,450,00. |

Because of the over-crowded conditions, the South Side
Building was built in 1894. It was erected on the west half of
the block between Illihois and Christian Streets on the north
and the south and between Prince and Gibson Streets on the west
and east. The present Franklin School is located on that bloock.

The South Side Building, a brick structure, had six
classrooms and an office. It was heated and ventilated by the
Kruse and Dewenter system. Two classrooms were added in'1898.
New desks, tables, and chairs were purchaged for $1,000.00.
Venetian blinds were installed in 1904. The contract price was
$8,975.00, but the total cost was $18,470.33, Will F. Book
was the first principal of the South Side Building, and he had
a corps of four able teachers.

The school year consisted of thirty-six weeks, oréanized
into three terms. The hours of daily session were from 8:45 A. M.
to 11:45 A. M., and from 1:15 P. M. to 4 P, M. with a recess of
ten minutes in each half day. The pupils of the first and second
grades were dismissed fifteen minutes earlier than the older
-children., The grade children of the south part of town were‘to
attend this buillding until they reached the seventh grade; then

they were to go to the West Building.
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"Up to 1903 tﬁe names of the buildings were the East!
the Wesﬁ, and the South Side. In the fall of 1903, the school
board named the West building, the Lowell School; the East
building, the Irving School; the South Side building, the
Franklin School.“56 |

After the fire, the high school did not have a library.
Hon. A. M. Weil, of Evansville, stafted the school library by
giviné twenty-five dollars. This money was carefully invested in
neéessary reference boocks. Mrs. W. P. Welborn, of Princeton, gave
twenty volumes of Scott's novels and Mr, H. S. Faust contfibuted
sixty volumes of a historical set, "The Nations of the World.n"
Throughout the school year of 1903-1904, the high schools gave
entertainments; with that money and a donation from the school
fund three hundred choice volumes were bought.sv

A high school library is absolutely necessary in order to
attain the best results, Reference books are the studenté' tools
and should always be near.,

With the money obtained by means of entertainments in 1904-
1905, the Franklin School purchased two hundred sixty-five volumes
of books especially adapted to the pupils of the grades. "These
books were placed in a handsome book-~case furnished by the’sohpol
board. The pupils were allowed to obtain books from the library
on Thursday of each week. The library was kept open one afternoon

58
each week during the summer of 1905."
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Tri-Ennial Report of Princeton Public School, 1803-1904
and 1903, Princeton, p. 30.
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Ibid., p. 29.
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Ibid,, p. 38.
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Franklin Schobl had a School Savings Bank during 1903~
1906. Pupils were taught to save their money and to deposit
and check it out in a praotical menner. The money was deposited
once each week with the teachers of the respective rooms, the
pupils bringing their bénk books to have the amount of their
deposits entered. Accounts were kept by the principal who
deposited the money in one of the bénks.

Freanklin School was given a thorough renovation in the
summer of 1904; all of the rooms and halls were cleaned and
kelsomined. Brick walks were laid at the east and west aﬁds of
the building, & brick floor was laid in the basement, and the
basement walls were whitewashed.

In 1905, the east half of the block was bought by the
school board for $1,850.00 to be used as & playground for
Franklin School.

S e n o m — s e e — -

Five thousand square feet of slate was bought and ﬁlaced
in Irving and Franklin Schools., Much better class work could
be accomplished on these blackboards. About two hundred trees,
mostly hard maples, were planted on the yards of the various
schools during 1905,

The Batavian System was introduced in 1904-1905. In tpis
system an assistant teacher, Miss Alice Brown, a person with
first class experience and ability was employed for the sole pur-
pose of instructing the backward pupils in the various grades.

The experiment proved very successful and meny pupils were brought

up to their grades. In 1906, the assistant teacher was Helen

Medcalf.
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Each school,‘in 1905, possessed a piano. These had
been bought during the past two years by funds raised by a
series of entertainments.

In 1905, there were three supervisors in the high
school; one taught music, penmenship, and physical culture;
one taught drawing; and the other one taught manual training.

A high school magezine ealled The Princetonian was begun

in January, 1906, and five numbers were issued, one each month,
It contained literary efforts of the high school students. This
name has continued through the years and is yet used by the |
school weekly newspaper staff, |
In 1902, there were two commencement exercises, one in
January and the other in June. This custom was continued for %
three years and then only one commencement was held esch year.
The latter plan is still used, ;
"Miss Minnette E. Harlan, supervisor of music in 1905- |
1904,‘f6rmed a boys' chorus and a girls' chorus; in 1904-1905 she |
formed a boys' double quartet, a faculty quartet, and a high school 2
orchestra, Mr. Johnson produced an excellent orchestra in 1905-
1906; it showed promise of being even better the next year because
meny of the incoming freshmen were good musicians.” .
The commercial department was established in the fall of
1903 and has done excellent work since. Over one hundred students

were epnrolled in this department. A number who completed the work

in bookkeeping, stenography, and typewriting have obtained good




. ) | 55
positions. Other subjeets taught weré commercial law, commer-
cial geography, commerecial arithmetic, industrial history, pen-
manship, orthography, benking, rapid ocalculation, and business
practice. Because of overcrowded conditions in the high sehool
in 1905, it was neoessaiy to suspend the department until a new
school was built.59

A Mothers®' Club was formed.in‘the fall of 1903; its
members were mothers of children in school., Their object was
to study school problems in relation to parents, pupils, and
teachers and to be of service to the schools and the commuﬁity.
The present P. T. A. organization is an outgrowth of the Mothers!
Club,

Two literary societies were organized in the spring
of 1905. However, the Century Society was the stronger and
fostered excellent training; so in 1906 all students were
required to belong to "The Century Oratorical and Literar&
Societj." This organization was divided into three sections--
the Oxford, the Mermaid, and the Taberd. Later, the Big Four
Association was organized for the purpose of literary and
athletic contestg. This society was composed of Evansville,
Vincennes, Washington, Princeton, and Linton High Schools. .

During the summer of 1905, all of the rooms and halls of
Lowell were cleaned and given a new coat of kalsomine. Six-
foot brick walls were laid from the street to the entrance on the
east and west gides., The wooden steps at the entrance were re-

placed by ten stone steps. Two rooms, of average size, were

59
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added on the north side of the buildiﬁg at a cost of $é,500.00,
iﬁ order to relieve the crowded conditions, |

In 1904, the walls and cellings of the various rooms in the
Irving School were stripped of the old paper, then kalsomined and
frescoed. All of the woodwork was painted. Brick walks were
added on the north and south sides of the building, extending
west to the street, _ '

During that time of improvement, Harold Barnes was super-
intendent of schools and E. B. Funk, L. C. Embres, and E. E. Noble
were the school board. |

"In 1903, among the innovation in schools was the intro-
duction‘of Thanksgiving offerings by the pupils. All kinds of
useful articles and cash were annually brought by the pupils to
aid, comfort, and cheer the less fortunate in Princeton., Medicine

and money for treatment of the poor children were thus provided.

While the sums were small, they taught the children to be benev-
olent and very thoughtful of others."60

"The subject of caring for the teeth of the pupils in the
public schools was first introduced in Indiana at Princeton in 1906
when the first special effort was made along this line, and since
1908, general inspection of pupil's teeth has been made. About
that same date medical inspection of the schools was introducea,
and this has averted many diseases and in some cases cured many

children of ailmgnts that would sooner or later have been serious."

60
Gil R. Stormont op. cit., p. 151.
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Sanitary drinking fountains wére introduced in Prinqeton
in 1908 and have helped the health of both pupils and teachers.

Since 1903, the lawns of all the schools have been kept
neat and beautiful. The same year, the playgrounds about the
schools were improved by putting swings, teeter-boards, bars,
end other appliances for the use of the youngsters on each
campus., . '

The new electric cloeck, purchased and installed by the
school board in 1910 at the Lowell Building has proved to be a
splendid improvement. This c¢lock controls the ringing of the
bells for &ll recitations and intermissions in the high school
as well as 1n some other departments. Fire alarms are also
sounded by this clock. One fire drill is held each month in
each of the various schools.

In 1903, there was a corps of thirty-three teachers. By
1910, the number had increased to forty-one. 1In 1903, the average
salary of the grades and high school teachers combined was fifty-
- 8ix dollars; average of the grades was forty-slx dollars; average
of the high school was sixty-six dollers and fifty cents., In
1910, the average had increased to sixty-eight dollars and
seventy-nine cents and seventy~-two dollars and ninety-eight cgnts
respectively. The enrollment of the high school in 1903 was one
Hundred forty-nine and in 1910 it had inoreased to one hundred
ninety-seven.

The third story of the seminary building was removed in
1896 at a cost of $3,926.00, because it was considered dangerous.

The great increase in school enrollment required more school

rooms. On Jenuary 30, 1912, the board decided to wreck the
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seminary building and1erect & new building to house part of the
grades and the high school at the cost of $60,000.00, Thereafter
Lowell would be used only for grades.

The cornerstone of the new Irving Bullding was laid
‘Angust 20, 1912. Ernest E. Noble, Harry May, and Stuart Fisher
were the school trustees at that time.

Irving is a three-story brick'building with stone trim.
The main entrance is on the south side in the center of the
bullding. One entrance is on the west, one is on the east,
end two are on the north. On the first or basement floor Are
two large classrooms and three small classrooms, one large room
for home economics, one for menual training, and three small ones
used for recitations. On this floor are located the heating and
ventilating rooms, janitor's room, store room, and in the be-
ginning the remainder was used for a well equipped gymnasium, but
now it is divided into classrooms. |

The second or main floor has ten large classrooms, about
25 feet by 32 feet by 12 feet. Each room has at least four large
windows, good desks of various sizes to fit the differently sized
children, and good slate blackboards. The superintendent's office
and his secretary's office are on this floor. The large east and
west hall divides the rooms, placing the c¢lassrooms on the north
and south sides. The various floors were connected by two wide

metal stairways with railings. These permit rapid circulation

within the building and easy egress from the building. The third
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floor has seven classfooms‘on the soufﬁ of the wide hallwayﬂ
In the center of that south side are the prinecipal's offices,
On the north are a regular size class room equipped as a science
laboratory, one classroom, and the remainder is a large assembly
foom; it is sometimes uséd as an auditorium. A small stage, a
plano, bookcases for reference books, and about two hundred desks
of various sizes are located in the éssembly.
On each floor are two sanitary water fountains and
ample cloak rooms. There were many maps, and study aids in each
room for the students when school opened in the spring of 1913.
The north half of the block was used for the playground; at the
present time, the gymnasium cuts the former playground into two
parts. The other grounds are landscaped with well-kept lawns, k
shrubbery, trees, and good walks.
"Indiana has had a graduated minimum wage law since 1910, %
That law recognized two factors: experience and training; The r
minimum guarantee was $450.00 for a nine-months' school year and
the highest salary for the most experienced teacher was $630.00.
The minimum has been raised from time to time. The law of 1920
specified a flat minimum of $800.00 for all beginners and $1,170.00
for the most experienced with the highest grade." o i
- In 1911, a law was passed granting teachers the privilege
of.attending.the State Teachers' Association with pay. In 1918,

62 '
"Public Education in Indiana,"” A Report of the Indiana
Educationel Commission, (New York: General Education Board, 1923)
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the State Board of ﬁducation put into effect an extremely

liveral system of requirements for graduation from high school.
"The new requirements are so flexible in their operation as to
permit a high degree of adaptation of the work of the high school
| to individual needs."65 "The Indiana Vocational Education Law
was enacted in 1913, TheKSmith-Hughes Acts were passed in 1917
and were fundamentally the same as fhe Indiana Vocational Lew;
it was not necessary to change the state plan in order to secure
the benefits of the Federal Law."64

In accordance with the recent laws, on August 25,>1915,
both domestic science and manual tralning were installed in
Princeton High School. Mr. Harry Tieman was the first teacher of
manual training and Miss Margaret Vierling was the first domestic
science teacher,

Vocational education has furnished one of the greatest
opportunities by which a school cen apply its guidance pfogram.
Thirt&-eight per cent of all money ralsed in Indiana by publie
taxation in 1920-1921 was allocated to the support of public

education.
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CHAPTER VI

PRINCETON PUELIC SCHOOLS UNDER SUPERINTENDENT
G. E. DERBYSHIRE 1922-1940

The period from 1920 to 1930 was a period of the trans-
fer of control from the local units to that of the state. In
1921, the state assumed complete supervision of training schools.
In 1923 the system of examinations for certification ceased to
be used. Under the new system, certification wes based upbn
credentials of training end experience, with the state designat~-
ing the kind and the amount of training. The Minimum Salary
Laws, Teachersa' Retirement Act, and the Tenure Law were passed
during this period. This period was one of decided educationsal
progress. Indiana was fast becoming a state of high school
graduates; during this period there was an increase of mofe
than 64.86 rer cent in secondary school population. That
brought about many problems. Those problems were met by schools
organizing extra-curricular activities and sponsoring guideance
programs. Bette: buildings were constructed to care for the
physical well being of the pupils; gymnasiums, laboratories, and
libraries were added to all high schocls. Indiana's secondayy
school system ranked high among the other school systems in
the United States. |

. Mr. G, E. Derbyshire was elected superintendent of the
public schools on June 27, 1922. On the same day the contract
was let rof the building of‘?ranklin School,vtherefore it was

under his supérvision that the work was completed. Franklin
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School was to contain.twelve large classrooms accommodating

six hundred pupils and it was estimated to cost $50,000.00. The
new building was a brick structure with stone trim, wood floors,
and compogition roof. ZFranklin School inecluded rooms for offices,
‘rooms for domestic sciehce, end a gymnasium., The building was
two stories. The cornerstone was lajid on Friday, October 13,
1922, Classes were held for the first time in September, 1928,
On November 23, 1922, it was voted that the high school
be enlarged to provide more classrooms and & gymnasium, which
would serve as an auditorium for physicel education demon-'
strations, plays, and other school purposes as well as for games.
The combination gymnasium and auditorium was to contain a seat-
ing cepacity of one thousand persons and was to be built of brick
with a stone trim, to have hard wood floors, and a composition
roof. The total cost was $28,500,00. The new building was to
be 69 feet by 120 feet, was to contain stage lockers, was-to have
shower rooms for both sexes, and was to provide & connecting pass-
age to the main building.66 The heating of the gymnasium was of
the direct-indirect type from the boilers in the main bullding.
A stage was buil@ in the south side of the gymnasium, and art
classes have constructed and painted several sets of scenery.
The Class of 1930 gave the stage curteins now in use. The
gymnasium was dedicated on September 21, 1923. During 1935,

excavation was made under the bleachers on the east side and a

65"
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dressing room and shéwers}were put in there for boys. During
1936, excavation was made under the bleachers on the west side
and a dressing room and showers installed for girls.67 The
gymnasium 1s now used for both girls' and boys' physlcal educa-
tion classes, band, and orchestra classes., It is also used as
an auditorium.
Repairs were made in 1922,to»the high school building

at a cost of $10,000,00. Three classrooms were made out of the
old shower rooms in the southeast part of the building. Also a
wall between the two small recitation rooms on the north éide
was removed. That room is used today for a classroom and
as an entertainment room. School parties and dances are
held there because it has a piano, a music box, and hard wood
floor. The room formerly used by the coaches is now a band-
instrument room. A menual training shop has been made out of
the o0ld gymnasium room.68

| In 1919, a complasint was handed to the school board
stating that the absence of a commeroial department in Princeton

High School caused meny pupils to teke their training in

another school and that the citizens desired that a commercial

course be offered in the high school as soon as possible. There-

rore; on July 27, 1922, the school board voted to add a commer-

cial departmwent to our high school. Seven Underwood typewriters

67
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Seoretary to the Superintendent and School Board on May 10, 1940.
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were purchased at séventy dollars each. Earl Cox was hired
to teach the commercial subjects during the school year of
1922-1923. Princeton High School now has thirty typewfiters
and two full-time and one part time commercial teachers,

In the spring of 1923, the Parent Teachers Association
of Lowell, Irving, and Franklin was organized. The following
year, April, 1924, the High School'P. T. A. was organized.

On June 4, 1923, the superintendent was given permission
to employ another teacher and to purchase equipment for a
domestic science room at Lowell Building, the expense of‘the
. teacher and such equipment as necessary was not to exceed
$2,000,00. At that time coal oil stoves were purchased; but
in the summer of 1929 those stoves were exchanged for gas stoves
and other improvements were made to the department to make it
an up-to-date and efficient department. During the summer of
1928, $993.67 was spent in remodeling and improving the ﬁoma
economics department at the high school building. In the fall
of 1937 a vocational home economics department was established.
In 1939, heavy new tables, chairs, and teachers' desks were
added to this department. Because the classes in home economics
were so large and additional subjects in the department were
demanded, the second teacher was hired in the fall of 1939.69

In September, 1919, patrons asked the school board to
consider the need of a physical education director for all school
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children in the city; The recent World Wer very foreibly called
our attention to the fact that our young people needed direction
in physical education. On May 21, 1924, the school board under
~the guidance of the citizens instructed the superintendent to
hire a physical education teacher for girls of grades six to
twelve and for all children of grades one to five. The older
boys had had physical education for many years in the form of
various kinds of sports. Since 1924 physical education for
girls in high school has been taught continuously. In the fall
of 1933, it was discontinued in the grades in so far as a super-
visor was cdncerned, but has been taught by the individual teach-
ers. Now, physical education and health must be teken by all
boys and girls before they can graduate from high school.

A lease was signed August 6, 1925, for one hundred feet of
ground from the Consumers' Power Company for a pericd of ten years
at one dollar per year. The lease was renewed in 1935 for another
ten yeérs. On July 3, 1926, bids were let for the improvement of
the field at a cost of $11,400.00; the contract for the fence was
let on August 10, 1926, at $2,352.03. This field was called the
Lowell Field and was first used in the fall of 1927. During the
time the field was under construction the high school used St., i
Joseph Field for one year for the scheduled gemes, However, the
high school had used St. Joseph Field for some time for practice.
In 1936, Lowell Field was lighted at an approximste cost of |
$1,200,00. This cost was borne entirely by the local Athletic
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Association,
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The high school library wes organized in 1925. This was

dbne to give the students a place for research work during school
hours. Thusg, with the books owned by the high school and with
the books borrowed from the city library, a school library was
started., The library cénsists of one large, well-lighted, south-
exposed, cheerful room on the main floor. At first there were
five sections of shelving and one lérge magazine rack. The
library weas taken care of by teachers and students until the

fall of 1928 when the first librarian was employed. At that

time there were 828 volumes in the library. A licensed librarian
was employed in the fall of 1938 for the first time. She spends
all her time in the library except one period when she teaches

a class. The library is open for the use of students during

the noon hour. Now there are about 2,300 volumes in active

use., Each year the librarian has a corps of about eight boys
and girls that are trained as librarians in the library; a

credit is given in extra-curricular activities for thelr work

in the library. This department is becoming more and more the
center of the sohool's activity with all other departments

using it.vl _

‘ A tornado hit Princeton on March 18, 1925, at 4:20 P. M. ;
Franklin School was damaged so that it could not be used until f 
the next fall, Children who had attended thét school went to %
Lowell and Irving for one half day until the neceséary repairs

could be made,
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| A science labératory wes established in the high school
in the summer of 1929 at an approximate cost of $1,800.00.
Chemistry was offered to students for the first time that fall.
Later, physies was added to the curriculum.72
The high school has been a member of the North Central
Association of Secondary Schools and Colleges since 1925 and
has a grade "A" rating. “
The band was orgenized in 1926 under the direction of
a Mr, Robert Rose, a mathematios teacher in the high school.
A part time bend instructor was hired in 1927, A rull~time
instructor in band and orchestre was hired July 1, 1937. The
Princeton High School band was one of the first in south-
western Indiana. In September, 1930, there were twenty-two in
the band and twenty-three in the orchestra. The Athletie
Association bought the bandts first uniforms. The Parent-Teacher
Assoclation, the Athletic Association, the Band Boosters,Aand the
School Board have financed the band. In August, 1936, the school
board, for the first time, budgeted money for the band other than
the salary of an instructor. Now there are about 64 in the march-
ing band, sixty-nine in the playing band, and fifty in the
orchestra. There is a very active Band Boosters Organizationﬂ
The marching band won second place in the National Band Contest
this year (1939-1940). The orchestra placed in second division

in the State Orchestra Contest. The band practices during the

72 |
Ibid., p. 142.
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summer months and gives several publio concerts at the park.
There is a very active vocal department in the high school. | It
is taught by a vocal supervisor who also teaches vocal music
in the grades, An active Boys' Glee Club and Girls‘' Glee Club,
a mixed chorus, and a ohoif are directed by Miss Charlotte Brim,
music supervisor. This department gave the opera "The Bohemian
Girl" very successfully this year.

The School Board has never sponsored a kindergarten, but
many have been conducted in the school buildings during the summer.

The plan of student government was first instituted in
the high school in the fall of 1924. 1In 1925, a student council
made up of students from each class was organized and is still
in existence. This club is composed of six boys and six girls
from the senior class, four boys and four girls fromvthe Junior
class, and two boys and two girls from the sophomore class.
They meet once a week to discuss school problems and to plan
activities. The council has rendered the following service
during the 1939-1940 school year: planned and secured speakers
for pep sessions; made speeches to the Freshman Class concern-
ing school conduct, loyalty, and service; served as ticket ocol-
lectors at‘athlefic gameg; administered a questionnalre on honesty;
kept a scrapbook of school events; helped conduct a college |

conference; and sponsored an athletic banquet. Before 1924

there was a,board‘or control that did the work now done by
the student council. On March 6, 1924, the board of control
bought the first moving pleture machine to be used in the Princeton

schools at a cost of $350.00. At the present time the school

owns a sound projector and a stereopticon, which was purchased
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in 1914. The school is enrolled with.the Extension Division
of Indiana University for films and slides to be used during
the school year. 1In 1939, the music department bought a
recorder; already several records of the good voices have
been made. |

The charter was granted for the Athena Chapter of the
National Honor Society of Secondary Sehools on December 27,
1927. The first initiation ceremony was held on May 7, 1929.
Membership in this organization is the desire of all good
students, since no greater honor can be conferred upon any
high school student than election to membership in this society.
The main purpose of this society is to give special recognition
to students of high scholastic standing. Membership is based
upon the four cardinal objectives of scholarship, leadership,
character, and service. Not more than fifteen per cent of
the 12A class, ten per cent of the 12B class and five per‘cent
of the 1llA class can be elected to membership in this society.73

Many clubs have been organized to add interest to school
and encourage school spirit. Some of them are: The Mesquers,
Debaters, History, Home Economics, Commercial, Girl Reserves,

Chamber of Commerce, Art, and Pep Club.

73
Personal Interview, Margaret L. Birmingham, Clerk-
" Seorstary to Superintend"nt and School Board, |
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A school nurse was hired in the fall of 1935. Previogsly
one had been employed, but the depression necessitated the dis-
continuance of the nurse's services. Since 1935, adequatsely
equipped health rooms have been established in all schools. The
Maniteau test for tubercﬁlosis was given in all schools in 1938
and 1939. It is the hope of the School Board to set a precedent
by giving this test each year to thevfirst and ninth grades.

The School Board passed a resolution during the summer of 1938
that all children entering school for the first time in September
must be six years o0ld on or before the first day of school; must
present a birth certificate, and must have been vaccinated against
small pox. Recently, a resolution was passed requiring all chil-
dren to be immunized against diphtheria before entering school.

The rewiring of Lowell school began in the summer of 1938,
The building now has an excellent indirect lighting system.

The policy of the School Board for the last three jears
has been to set aside Wednesday night as a "free" night during
which there are no school activities whatsoever. This ruling
was made in cooperation with the Ministerial Association of the
city, in order that the young people might attend prayer meetings.

Free textbooks have been furnished in grades one to fivg
inclusive, since September, 1937; free textbooks have been fur-
nished in grades six to eight inclusive, since September, 1938.
These textbooks are furnished to about 426 pupils in grades one
to five and to about 412 pupils in grades five to eight.
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Workbooks are furnished where needed. It costs about $4,037.35
for the 1,038 pupils, an average of about $3.90 per pupil. Each
year new workbooks are bought and such other books as are needed.
At the present time, the school textbook library, which is housed
in the office of the supefintendent's clerk, consists of 6,500
free textbooks, not including workbooks, writing books, etc.

Mr. Derbyshire's term as superintendent has been one of
great progress, There have been substantial increases in teachers?
salaries. At the time of the depression it became necessary to
cut all of the salaries, but the original salary schedule has been
gradually restored, until a majority of the teachers are back to
the original salary scaele., Some of them receive more salary. It
is the practice of the board each year to give each successful
teacher a raise varying from two and a half dollars to ten
dollars a month., The first year Mr. Derbyshire was superinten- i
dent he employed in the school éystem forty-four teachers and
superviéors; at the present time there are regularly employed
fifty-seven supervisors and teachers. In 1923, 361 pupils were
in the high school; in 1940, 650 were enrolled. !

For more than twenty years, the superintendent of schools
has had a clerk to assist him. She has proved a helpful aid nop
only to him, but to all of the teachers.

Mr. Derbyshire believes that guidance is very important

and that it should be emphasized as much as instruction. A

definite program has been arranged, including educational, social,
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moral, vocational, and health guidaﬁce; The organization fo?
thé administration of the program includes every member of the
faculty, headed by the principal, the dean of boys and the -
dean of girls, and the four class sponsors, to whom the home-
room teachers are direétiy responsible for the programs. The
first period on Monday of each week is set aside specifically
to be used for guidancé. These ppograms are definitely and
carefully planned by committees of pupils, directed and approved
by the teacher, or by the teacher, herself. These weekly Mon-
day programs are supplemented by incidental, but not accidental,
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lessons from the daily recitations in all subjects.
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CHAPTER VII
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE COLORED SCHOOLS

In 1831, several Negroes lived in Princeton. An
act was passed by the State Legislature in 1831 that required
colored immigrants to give bond forvgood behavior and self-
support. There never were many slaves in Indiana and, as far
as we can learn, none lived in Princeton. It was interesting
to note that the census of 1850 éave Princeton a population
of 1,215 of whom forty-six were Negroes.
By the school law of 1865, Negroes were not taxed for
the support of common schools, but if colored schools were
established, this law would be amended so as to subject them
to taxation along with white persons for educational purposes.75
The first steps to provide any public educational facili-
ties fér negro children were taken in 1869, when the law declared
that the property of Negroes as well as that of white people
should be taxed for school purposes, that a separate enumeration
of colored children and that separate schools should be main-
tained where practicable, About 1870 it became the custom in
the southwest counties of Indiena to build up a dual system
of public schools for Negroes and white people.

75
Governor Oliver P. Morton--Speech to the State
Legislature, January 11, 1867,
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Early in the ieBO's the oolorea settlers hired s .
teacher to teach their children at their homes. These teachers
were ltinerant teachers. The first class was a Sunday School
class taught by Mrs. Judge}Hall, end the first private school
was taught by Mrs. Dickérson in the early 40's. The first
public school was taught in an old cooper shop on QOak Street,
next to the old Methodist Church in the northeast part of
Princeton. From there, the school was moved to the 0dd Fellows
Hall, now the Masonic Hall, on Prince Street. It was next
moved to Race Street, near where the present building is located,
In 1874, & frame building of one room was erected here and, in 1878,
a second frame building was provided. In 1880, a large class
room was added to this building. The first teacher in the new
building was Jo Willard. Other teachers in these early schools
were Miss Anderson, Mr. Anderson, Miss Glenn, Mrs. Abbott,
Mr. Lewis, Mr. John Prator, Mr. Charles Cantrell, end Miss Rowena
Robinson. Mrs., Abbott has one of the longest teaching records;
she taught for twenty years.

In 1877, a new law was passed; 1t provided that where no
negro high schoo;s were maintained, colored children should
be permitted to attend schools with white children. The right‘
of negroes to enter the upper grades of the public schools was

‘conditioned by an examination, though there wes no assurance

that the examination would be fair,
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A néw building was apthorized iﬁ July, 1896; then the
frame buildings were moved away and in their place was built
a two-story brick building, which is a part of the present build-
ing. This building was erected on the corner of Race and Walnut
Streets at a cost of $2,955.00. On June 28, 1898, the School
Board bought the South Side Chapel from the United Presbyterian
Church to be used as a school building for the colored children.

In 1890, a colored man by the neme of Smith started the
colored University of Princeton in a large two-story brick
house located near the present fairgrounds. Many were certified
through correspondence by this university to teach courses after
spending only a few days at the university. This university
was unpopular in Princeton, and, therefore, most of its enroll-
ment was from places quite distent from Princeton. Professor
Smith often solicited the merchants and citizens for money,
about the expenditure of which the contributors often wondered.
Courses in barbering, meniocuring, and personal appearsnce were
taught. Soon, persons quit giving money for the upkeep, and
Professor Smith left town. The bullding was sold for and is
still used as a private residence,

- "In the summer of 1903, the school trustees, consisting
of H. A. Yeager, E. B, Funk, and Dr. G. C. Kendle came to the
decision that it would be best for all concerned if the white

and the colored rupils were entirely separated. Acting upon
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this decision, an addition was built to the two-room brick .
building occupied by the colored pupils, on Race and Walnut
Streets, doubling its capacity. There had already been a
partial separation of the races, the colored grade-pupils
attending their own sohqbl. The colored high school pupils
were now also separated from the white high school pupils
and were given a room and a colored high school instructor.
All colored pupils have been attending this, the Lincoln
Sechool, since the fall of 1903 and the arrangement seems to
be eminently satisfactory both to the white and to the colored
patrons.76

The number of pupils enrolled in the colored high school
was twelve in 1903 and by 1910 the enrollment had increased to
twenty-five., 1In 1940, there were forty-eight pupils enrolled
in Lincoln High School. The first teachers to teach in the new
building were Mr, Charles Cantrell and Mrs. S. L. Jackson, &s his
assistant. They were followed by Mr. Henry Williems and H. F.
Smith. Mr. W. H. Langford had charge of the first high school
work. The course of study covers full four years. The high
school is now certified. The first commencement of Lincoln §
High School was held on the evening of May 25, 1906, in the |

circuit ¢ourt-room. There were three graduates--~all girls,
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‘ In the spring‘of 1904, the colored teachers and pupils
caught the civic spirit, which was quite pronouhced at the time,
for beautifying the school premises., They spaded up the barren,
gully-washed front yard and sodded it with blue-grass. Flowers
and vines were planted ébout the building and the premises were
beautified and made to look home-like.

There have been a number of énthusiastie parents' and
teachers' meetings among the colored patrons. These meetings
were called Parents!' Meetings and were scheduled monthly on
Friday evening. The meetings were held in the high school room
of the Lincoln School,

Additional ground east of the present Lincoln School
premises was purchased by the board in 1905. It was bought
none too soon, however, as the grades were overcrowded and the
colored high school needed another instructor and one or two
additional recitation rooms, In 1910, the total enrollmeht in
the coiored school was one hundred eighty. A two-room frame
bullding was leased and six colored teachers hired, inoluding
the high school principglg

On June 22, 1914, the School Board composed of E. E. Noble,
H. S. May, and H. H. Alexander voted to improve Lincoln Building.
The improvement was to consist of the addition of two rooms on
the ground floor on the east side of the building; one large room

above the two new rooms, to be used for the high school and for

assembly purposes; the remodeling of the present old building

to”conform‘to the new addition; and the installation of a ;
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heating and ventilating system; and the installing of a
sanitary plumbing system and drinking fountains.vv Arrange-
ments were made in the basement for manual training and
domestic science., The present three entrances to the
building were meade as a‘part of this.reconstruction program.
One entrance opens south, one opens north, and one opens
west; the latter was at first the‘only entrance into the
building.
Lincoln has had the following principals since 1904:
W. H. Langford....ueeeeesessss0s1904-1909
George BroWN...eeeveesceccesssol909-1917
Matthias NOlcoX..ieveenesesees 1917-1922
A Co COXevvevanennannsneenesssld22-1927
James O. RedmON....eeeeveveess 1927-1932
Lewis J. Umstead.....oe0ueeee..1932-1933
Pleasant MOOre®......e00c000....1933-0ctober, 1934
A. D. Williems (acting)........October, 1934-1935
Charles E. Smith..cveieeeeeeees1935-1936
C. C. Lyles (acting).ceesees...1936-1939
Co Co LYLOS.evrocerecoosoassssesldB9=
At the beginning of the school year of 1939, eighty-fiye
girls and boys were enrolled in the grades and forty-eight in the
; high school. TFour colored teachers are employed at the present
time: C. C. Lyles, Principal, English, Latin, social studies;
Albert D. Williams, methematics, science, physical education,

7

Records of School Board of Princeton, 1912-1922.
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aﬁd indusﬁrial arts; Nora Craig, grédés 5, 6, 7, and 8; Wan;ta
E.}Nash, grades 1, 2, 3, and 4. The following white teachers
are special teachers in Lincoln: Pansy Blase, art; Helen Muter-
spaugh, home economics; Charlotte Brim, music; Mary Vivian
Ziliak, health; andlArthur Dragoo, band,

"Lincoln High School is proud of her alumni. It can well
be said that these boys and girls, men and women, have proved
themselves worthy representatives of the entire race as well sas
of Lincoln High School, and they have the hearty wishes of the
whole community that their aspirations may ever lead to high
things and their lives may prove of great value to the race."

"We hope that Lincoln High School will continue to pro-
gress until we will be glad to say as Booker T. Washington has
said: 'We are glad we had the struggle, endured the discomforts,

78
and suffered the inconveniences.t*'"

78 . o
Personal Interview with C. C. Lyles on May 27, 1940.




CHAPTER VIII
HISTORY OF PRINCETON PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS

The early Catholio settlers of Princeton were served by

a missionary priest from Bardstown, Kentucky, and Vincennes,
Indiana., Soon after the formation of the St. Joseph's College
in 1819 at Bardstown, Kentuoky, missionary priests came into
Indiana and Princeton. On March 24, 1855, Princeton Catholics
were organized by Father F. W. Peppersack as a mission of St.
Jemes, Gibson County, Indiana, of which he was the first resi-
dent pastor. Prior to this time his parishioners were members
of the St. James Catholic Church near Haubstadt, Indiana, the Mother
Church of Gibson County.

© On December 29, 1858, one-half acre of ground was purchased
for the Catholic congregation of Prinoceton to use and the same was
deeded'to Maurice De St. Palals, Bishop of Vincennes. The site was
at the southeast corner of Prince and Walnut Streets. In 1864,
a frame church 60 feet by 30 feet was erected; although not entirely%
completed, servipes‘were held in the church on Sundsay, November |
20, 1864. ZEarly in 1867, the priest, on each of his visits, held |
school for the Catholie children during the morning in the base- ]
ment of the church. There were thirty Catholic femilies

aggregating sixty-five Catholic persons living in Princeton in i
1865.
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In June, 1866; Father Peppersack was suoceeded by the

Reverend M. Fecker, who visited Princeton until his deatb in
September, 1868. The Reverend J. B. H. Seepe paid regular
visits until April, 1875, when the Benedictine Fathers again
took charge. The Reverénd J. J. Merckle attended from July
12, 1875, until sometime in 1876 when Princeton received its
first resident pastor in the person of the Reverend Alexander
Koesters. More time was now spent teaching the children;
however, most of the Catholic children were taught in the
public schools. The Reverend B. H. Kintrup, the second resi-
dent pastor, resided in Princeton from March 3, 1878, to
November 3, 1878. The Reverend George Weduim of Haubstadt attended
until sometime in 1879 when the Reverend A. Oster, from Vincennes,
attended until February, 1880. He bought two acres of ground
to be included in the Catholic property. The Reverend John
Joseph Macke, from East Vincennes, visited until August 10, 1880,
Then Célestine Schwarz was made the third resident pastor until
June 8, 1882, At that time the Reverend Augustine Peckskemp
became pastor; then on July 19, 1885, the Reverend Peter Hommes
became pastor, and he was succeeded by the Reverend E. B,
Ledvina on August 1, 1895. Then more money was available for
carrying on the work of the Catholic Church.

The congregation now numbered about seventy-five families
and a larger church was necessary. On November 12,'1895, a tract

of ground comprising one-half block on the present site was pur-

chased and in the spring a two-story frame parsonage was erected.




fl
|
|
|
i

82

In the summer of 1897, the foundation of the new church was

laid and a frame building, 72 feet by 41 feet with two towers
and & sacristy 16 feet by 24 feet, was erected.

Up to this time little of the priest's time was de-
voted to the education of.the Catholic children, But, as
mentioned before, some time was spent by each priest in instructing
the children of his churech.

In 1898, a frame school building consisting of one room
24 feet by 24 feet and the Sisters' residence of three roonms,
attached thereto, was erected adjoining the church and in
September of the same year, the school was opened with an en-
rollment of sixty-nine pupils and placed in the charge of the Bene-
dictine Sisters of St. Francis of Oldenburg, Indiana., In the
summer of 1901, an additionsal room 36 feet by 24 feet was built
and a second story was added to be used as a school hall, On
June 22, 1899, a strip of ground 232 feet by 148 feet was bought
for $l,000.00, and four days later twenty-two hundredths of an
acre was purchased for $175.00 and converted into a park and
playground for the Catholic children.

On September 8, 1907, Father Medvina was succeeded by
the Reverend William A. Jochum. During his administration a
new heating plant for heating all of the buildings was installed.

On June 12, 1912, the Reverend Nicholas A. Hassel became
the pastor and still fills this position. Immediateiy upon the
arrival of Father Hassel, improvements were begun., The school

hall was not‘used longer for entertainments, but was made into




classrooms. He set-about at once to erect an auditorium. With
only forty-five dollars at his disposal he started the under-
taking on April 16, 1914, doing the work with his own hands and
laboring unceasingly until a building 1023 feet by 32% feet was
completed and well equipped to be used for all school purposes,
The congregation, having grown in 1915 to one hundred and
thirty-three femilies, it was found'necessary to enlarge the
church. The building was moved about ninety feet to the south.
Father Hessel has planned and erected a new church, a new sisters?
home, and a new parsonage, and is now building a new school
building. All of the bulldings are of brick-veneer construction,
with smooth faced cream pressed brick. This work has all been
‘performed under the direction and personal supervision of Father
Hassel, and much of the brick work has been done with his own
hands, These buildings are Father Hassel's "brain children",
He has thought out every minute detail from "cellar to garret",
everyAinch of gpace is utilized, and the intricacy of its con-
struction.can be appreciated only by personal inspection. There
is a sunken garden and a large fish pond in the yard surrounding
the church and school. All of the Catholic grounds between Race,
Monroe, and Stormont Streets are landscaped. The parsonage apd
the sisters' home are set back from the street and the church
and the school set forward facing Race Street.

The school, on which he is now working, is to be his

masterpiece. This will attain the goal of the sixty-three-
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year-old priest. The school building is three hundred feet in

length and all on one floor. It is similar in design to the other
structures and will compiete a parochial group second to none
at least in this nation, for a priest returning recently from
Burope said, "In all myltravels I have seen nothing to match it
anywhere."so

The new school will cost less than $10,000.00, & most
remarkably low price for this modern, fireproof structure. It
has four large classrooms on the front, a huge auditorium in
the center, and four classrooms in the rear, It has a full
basement that can be used for various functions. There were
never debts in building the school. The construetion pro-
gresses only on the money already donated. Father Hassel
hopes to complete the building this year. The interior is
finished in panel effects, with hand-decorated ceilings and the
floors are hardwood, inlaid in intricate and beautiful patterns.

‘ On Septembesz, 1922, two and seventy-two hundredths acres

at the back of the church were bought for $2,000.00 and are used
as a playground and baseball diamond.

The curriculum of the Catholic church is different from
‘that of the public school, including definite religious study.
However, they follow the state course of study and their

eighth-grade graduates do not find it hard to enroll in the
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high school on the same level with the graduates of the public

elementary schools. In fact, there are many excellent Catholic
students enrolled in Princeton High School today. The organi-
zation of the Catholic school system involves three units, namely
the parish, the religiods teaching community, eand the diocese.sl
Today St. Joseph Catholic School is taught by Father Hassel and a
corps of five efficient sisters, namély Sister Apollinaris,
principal; Sister Agne%is, Sister Salome, Sister Seliciana, and
Sister Linus, who is the music supervisor. Seventy-three children
were enrolled in the first eight grades last year, with twelve
graduating and entering Princeton High School this fall.sz

For several years after 1916 there was a Catholic High
School. The curriculum was very broad,}including commercial
subjects and home economics., But the number of students enrolled
was few and the expense of maintaining it was so high that it was
discontinued in 1928.

‘Princeton is proud of its Catholic School and its members
who are among the leaders of the city and are included among
Princeton's most respected and influential citizens. Of course,

much of this progress is due to the untiring efforts of PFather

Hassel and the Sisters.
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The Reverend James A. Burns and Bernard J. Kohlbrenner,
A History of Catholic Education in United States, (Chicago: Ben-
ziger, 1938) p. 161.
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CHAPTER IX

THE DEVELOPMENT OF COURSES OF STUDY
~ IN THE
PRINCETON PUBLIC SCHOOLS

The Princeton Public Schools followed very much the
traditional course of study in the three R's from their be-
ginnings to about 1860.

In 1860 with the 1ntroduc£ion of the graded system,
the curriculum was divided into a graduated program of studies.
The departments established were as follows: primary,
intermediate, academie¢ and normeal.

The primary department included grades one, two and
three. Language, numbers, geography, drawing, spelling and
vocal pnsic were taught to the children in this division.

The intermediate department included grades four, five,
and six. Elocution, composition, literature, and arithmetic
were added to this division.

The academic department included the seventh, and
eighth grades, and the high school. Algebra, history, natural
philosophy, spelling, rhetoric, physiology, botany, geometry,
astronomy and literature were taught in the high sghool and
upper grades,

Latin could be taeken throughout the high school course

by those that desired it.




87

The normal department helped to prepare persons for
teaching. Classes were taught in regular courses of instruction
and in addition there were classes in: methods of primary
instruction, methods of illustrating, map drawing, simple
lessons end experiments,in physiology, natural philosophy, and
chemistry, school government and school management. Students
were asked to put into practice the theories taught by teaching
classes in the local high school.

In 1913, home economics and manual training were added,
thus opening vocational work in tHe high school; in 1922, the
commercial department was added; in 1925, a library was added
to the system. The band was organized in 1926; in 1924, a
physical education department was established for girls; and
in 1935, classes in health and child care were started; a
safety course was added in 1937.

About 1916, departmentel work was started in the
seventh and eighth grades. The Princeton school system does
not have a regular qualified Junior High School, but the
curriculum is the same in those grades as if the junior high
school were acoredited. |

The high school was not definitely established until

1871. The course of study for three years as outlined at

that time was as follows:




First Session

Elementary Algebra
Natural Philosophy
General History
Spelling

First Session

University Algebra
Rhetoriec
Physiology
Spelling

First Session

Geometry

Mental Philosophy
Astronomy
Spelling
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First Year - High School

Second Session

Elementary Algebra
Natural Philosophy
General History
Physical Geography
English Composition
Spelling

Secondeeér

Second Session
Algebra
Rhetoric
Physiology
Spelling

Third Year

Second Session
Geometry
Mental Philosophy

Chemistry
Spelling

Third Session

Elementary Algebra
Physicel Geography
English Composition
Spelling

Third Session

Algebra
Rhetoric
Botany
Spelling

Third Session

Geometry

English Literature
Elements of Law
Spelling

Latin through the High School Course,

I.

Sehool and it was as follows:

In 1888 there was a four-year course offered in High

COURSE OF STUDY FOR THE PRINCETON HIGH SCHOOL

August, 1888
First Year

First Term -- Arithmetic, Algebra, General History.

Electives, Latin, Review,
Second Term ~-Algebra, Composition, General History.
Electives, Zoology, Latin, Review.
Third Term -- Algebra, Composition, General History.
Electives, Zoology, Latin, Review.

Second Year

First Term -- Algebra, Rhetoric, Physical Geography.
Electives, Latin, Review,

Second Term-- Algebra Rhetoric, Physical Geography.
Electives, Latin, Review,
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Third Term--- Bookkeeping, Rhetoric, Botany.
Electives, Latin Review,

Third Year

First Term -~ Geometry, Physics, Literature.
Electives, Latin, Review,.

Second Term-- Geometry, Physics, Literature
Electives, Latin, Review.

Third Term--- Geometry, Civil Government, Literature.
Electives, Latin Review.

Fourth Year

First Term -- Astronomy, Literature, Chemistry.
Electives, Latin Review.

Second Term-- Astronomy, Mental Science, Review Arithmetic.
Electives, Geology, Chemistry.

Third Term~-- Mental Science, Elocution, Review Grammar.
Electives, Geology, Chemistry.

Spelling and Rhetorical Exercises were offered throughout
the entire course.

To adapt the above course to the varying needs of pupils
three options will be permitted, each leading to the usual
diploma.

| lst.-The regular course occuping four years, pursued
according to the above schedule.

2d. -Pupils whose previous records have been good may
with the consent of the superintendent, take such studies
in advance each term as will enable them to complete the
entire course in three years,

3d. -Pupils may take the regular course through three
years, with Latin as a fourth study. The three-years course
in Latin will be deemed equivalent to the studies of the
fourth year in the regular course. Fourth-year studies may
also be substituted for Latin in the third year.

II. In 1889 a two-year course was offered and it was as
follows:

o TWO YEARS COURSE
- COURSE OF STUDY FOR PRINCETON HIGH SCHOOL

August, 1889
First Year

1st Term--- Arithmetic, Grammar, Genersal History
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2d. Term--- Algebra, Grammer and Composition, Roman History.
3d. Term-~~ Algebra, Composition & Rhetoric, English History.

Second Year

1st Term--- Algebra, Geometry, Physical Geogrephy, Rhetoric.
2d. Term--- Algebra, Geometry, English Literature, Physics.
34. Term--~ Algebra, Geometry, English Literature, Physics.

Latin may be taken as an optional study through the sabove
course. Pupils wishing to study latin may postpone General
History until the second year, and Latin will be permitted
as a substitute for an equivalent time in the following

branches:

Rhetoric, Physies, English Literature and-by this arrangement
pupils will be prepared to enter the Freshman Class in any
of the colleges and universities of the state. Certificate
of graduation will be awarded upon the completion of the

above Course.

Pupils wishing to spend more time in the High School and
study additional branches may take the following instead

of the above two years course.

THREE YEARS COURSE

First Year
First Term Second Term
1. Arithmetic, Algebra,
2. Grammar, Composition,

3. Greek History, Roman History,

Second Year

l. Algebra, Algebra,
2. Rhetorioc, Literature,
3, Physical Geo- Physiecs,

_graphy,
4.,Zgology-0ption- Bookkeeping,
a
’ Third Year
- ‘1. Geometry, Geometry,
2. Astronomy, Astronomy,
- 3., Literature, Literature,

4. Review Arith-
metio,

Review Grammar,

Third Term

Algebdbra.
Composition and Rhetoric.
English History.

Algebra.
Literature.
Physics.

Bot any-optional

Geometry.

Mental Science-optional.
Chemistry-optional.

Civil Government-optional

Special credit will be given in the certificate of graduation

to any pupil who may pass an examination in any of the optional

studies in the course,
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III. In 1890 a three-year course was established as follows:

First Year
August 24, 1890

Latin Course of study of Princeton High School

FPirst Term
Arithmetic
General History
Grammar

Latin

Algebra

General History
Physiology
Latin

Algebra

General History
Physiology
Latin

English Course of
Arithmetic
General History
 Grammar
Composition

Algebra

General History
Composition
Physiology

Second Term
Algebra
Physics
Literature .
Latin

Second Year

Algebra
Physics
Literature
Latin

Third Year

Algebra
Physics
Literature
Latin

Third Term
Geometry
Literature

Latin

Optional or Review

Geometry
Literature
Latin Review
Optional

Geometry

Civil Government
Latin or

Review

Study First Year

Algebra
Physics
Literature
Physical Geo-

graphy
Second Year

Algebra
Physics
Literature
Bookkeeping

Geometry
Literature

Civil Government
Optional or Review

Geometry
Literature

Civil Government
Optional or Review

Ordered also that the following subjects be offered as
optional during the third year--psycholegy, astronomy,
chemi stry, zoology, rhetoric and botany classes to be
formed in any of these subjects under the direction of the

Superintendent.

IV. 1In 1903 the regular four-year course was practiced and

there weré.cnly two terms in the school year instead of three

terms as heretofore. The courses were as follows:
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September 2, 1903

Freshman Year

First Term:

or Latin

Physiology

Classical- Seientific- Commercial -
Algebra Algebra Algebra
Botany or Physiecal English English
Geography
English Botany Physical Geography
Latin - Physical Geo- Bookkeeping
graphy or
, Latin
Second Term: _
Algebra Algebra Algebra
Botany or Physical English English
Geography
English Botany Physical Geography
Latin Physical Geo- Bookkeeping
graphy or
Latin
Sophomore Year
First Term:
Algebra Algebra Algebra
English English English
History Zoology Commercial Arith-
metic
Latin History History
Second Term:
Geometry Geometry Geometry
English English English
History Zoology Business Forms
Latin History History
Junior Year
First Term:
GeometTy Geometry Geometry or German
English English English
History Chemistry Typewriting or
Latin German Penmanship
o , Stenography
Second Term:
Geometry Geometry Geometry or German
English English English
History Chemistry Typewriting or
Latin German Orthography
stenography
Senior Year .
First Term:
English History Commercial Geography
History German American History
Physics Physics Physics
.Physical Geography English or Commercial Law and

Industrial History
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Second Term:

English History English Grammar
History German American History
Physies Physies Physics
Commercial Arith- English or Business Practice
metic or Latin English Grammar

Princeton Public Schools have a very definite course
of study from the first grade through the fourth year of high
school. There are four high school curriculua, namely, college
entrance, general, commercial, and home economics. A copy of

requirements of each course follow:

CURRICULUMS OF STUDY, PRINCETON HIGH SCHOOL, SEPTEMBER, 1939
Ninth Year

COLLEGE ENTRANCE
Required:
English
Latin
Algebra
Physical Training

Elective:

- Biology
Industrial Arts
Home Economics
Elementary Civies
Musio
Art

Tenth Year

Required:

English

Latin

Geometry

Physical Training

Elective:
World History
Personal and Social Adjustment
Home Economics (adv,)
Industrial Arts 10B
Musiec
Art
o Eleventh Year
Required:
- English
United States History




Algebra (adv.) 11B
Elective:

Latin

Geography

Solid Geometry 1llA

Commercial Arithmetic

Typewriting

Shorthand

Bible Study

Journalism

Public Speaking

Business English

Commercial Law

Selesmanship

Chemistry

Bookkeeping

Home Economiecs (adv.)

Industrial (adv.)

Music

Art

Trigonometry

Safety, Health

Twelfth Year

Required:

English (Composition) 12B

American Literature 12A

Health or Physical Training credits

Safety

Civics

Elective:
Latin
Physics
Typewriting
Shorthend
Geography
Bookkeeping
Economics
Music, art
See llth year electives
Trigonometry

GENERAL
Ninth Year

Required:
English
Industrial Arts (Boys)
Home Economiocs (Girls)
Physical Training

Elective:
General Mathematics
General Businegs Training

94
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Algebra
- Latin

Biology

Elementary Civies

Musiec

Art

Tenth Year
Required:
English
Physicel Training

Elective:
General Business Training ,
Personal and Sociel Adjustment
Geometry
Latin
Home Economics (10B)
Industrial Arts (10B)
Geogreaphy
World History
Music
Art
Eleventh Year
Required:
English
United States History

Elective:
Algebra (adv,) 11B
Solid Geometry 1lA
Latin
Geography
Commercial Arithmetioc
Typewriting
Shorthand
Bible Study
Journalism
Public¢ Spesaking
Business English

- Commercial Law
Salesmenship
Chemistry
Bookkeeping
Home Economics (adv.)
Industrial Arts 10B-10A
Music
Art
Safety
Health

Twelfth Year

Required:
Health or 2 Physical Training credits




Safety
Civies

Elective:
Composition 12B
American Literature 12A
Physices
Typewriting
Shortheand
Geography
Bookkeeping
Latin
Economics
Musie, Art
See 1lth year electives

COMMERCIAL
Ninth Year
Required:
English
Biology
Physical Training

Elective:
General Mathematics
Algebra
Latin
Industrial Arts
Home Economics
Elementary Civics
Music
Art
‘ Tenth Year
Required:
English
General Business Training
Commercial Arithmetic
Physical Training

Elective:
General Business Training
Personal and Social Adjustment
Algebra
Geometry
Latin
Industrial Arts
Home Economics
Geography
World History
Music
Art

96
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Eleventh Year
Required: ’
English
United States History
Typewriting
Shorthand

Elective:
Music
Art

Twelfth Year

Required:

Bookkeeping .

Health or 2 Physical Training credits

Safety

Typewriting 12B

Shorthend 12B

Civies

Elective:
English
Latin
Business English
Salesmanship
Commercial Law
Home economics
Industrial Arts
Geography
Algebra
Geometry
Economics
American Literature 124
Composition 12B
Music, Art
See 1llth end 12th year electives

HOME ECONOMICS CURRICULUM
Ninth Year
Required:
- English
Foods-~Full Semester
Clothing--Spring Semester
Physical Training

Elective:
General Mathematics
Algebra
Latin
Biology
Elementary Civics
Musie, Art




98

Tenth Year
Required:
English
Foods-~Fall Semester
Home Nursing and Child Care--Spring Semester
Physical Training

Elective: ‘
General Business Training
Personal and Social Adjustment
Geometry
Latin
Commerocial Arithmetic
Geography
World History
Musie, Art

Eleventh Year
Required:
English
Related Art and Home
Management--Fall Semester
Clothing, Home and Social Relations--Spring Semester
United States History

Electives:
Algebra 11B
Solid Geometry
Latin
Geography
Commercial Arithmetic
Typewriting
Shorthand
Bible Study
Journalism
Public Speaking
Business English
Commercial Law
Selesmanship
Chemistry
Bookkeeping
Musie, Art
Safety
Health :

Twelfth Year

Required:
Health or 2 Physical Training credits
Safety
Civics
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Elective:
Composition 12B
American Literature 12A
Physics
Typewriting
Shorthand
Geography
Bookkeeping
Latin
Economics
Home Hygiene and Care Sick (1/5 credit a Term)
Music .
Art
See eleventh year electives
In 1871, there were three terms in each school year
and a three-year course was offered in the high school. The
curriculum contained only one course, very similar to the general
course offered in the high school today. Then there was very
little choice of subjects, most of the subjects being required.
This curriculum remained in the high school until 1888, In that
year a four-year course was offered, much the same as the pre-
vious three-year course except that another year's work was
required for graduation.
In 1889, the curriculum was changed to a two-year course.
An optional three-year course was offered to those who could
spend more time in school., However, in 1890, a three-year lLatin
course and a two-year English course were of fered in Princeton
High School and these were continued until 1903.
In 1903, the regular four-year course was followed and
there were only two terms in the school year instead of the three
terms as heretofore. There were three courses offered: the

scientifie, the classical, and the commercial. Hence the ocurri-

culum was broadened to meet the demand of the various students.
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At the present time Princeton Public Schools have @
very definite course of study from the first grade through the
senior year of high school. At the present time, there are
four ocurricula leading to graduation: namely, college entrance,
general, commercial, and home economics. These curricula meet

the demands of the modern youth. Many elective courses are

offered to the students on each of the curricula today.




CHAPTER X
THE SUMMARY

The one hundred ﬁwenty-eight-year period of develop-
ment of the Public Schools of Princeton, Indiana, from 1812-
1940, has been remarkable. The history of education in
Princeton may be divided into three periods: namely, the
pre-seminary, 1812-1829; the seminary, 1829-1860; and the
graded school, 1860 to the present time.

Of the first period very little is known except that
the first school was bullt in 1812. Most of the children were
taught in private schools.

The 0l1d Seminary was built in 1829. It was intended to
be both a common school and a preparatory school for college.
All pupils in the county were entitled to attend and have a
part of their tuition paid from the school fund. During this
period there were several girls' schools and private schools.
The Academy was built and occupied in 1855, Much progress was
made during this period, because much talent was brought to
Princeton and many subjects were added.

The early parochial and private schools played a very
important role in the beginning of the educational growth of

‘Princeton.
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A summary of the impoftantAevents in the development of
Princeton Public Schools would include the following:

For arousing the interest of the community in the cause
of a graded school system, D. Eckley Hunter, an early superin-
tendent, principal, and.ﬁeacher, was largely responsible,

Princeton was the sixth c¢ity in the state of Indiana
to establish a high school. The high school was created in
1860, The first public high school was opened in 1871. It
was located on the same site that the present high school
oscupies, but it was then a part of the 0ld Seminary. The
first graduating class from the three ysar high school course
was in 1872. D. Eckley Hunter was the first principal and
teacher of the high school and is responsible for much of its
success.

The schools in 1860 were divided into three departments:
primary, intermediate, and academic. The first corps of
teacheré in the graded system was as follows: the Reverend
J. L. Craig, Principal of intermediate department; Mrs. D. E.
Hunter, Assistant in the intermediate department; Mrs. J. L.
Anderson, primary; Miss Margaret Small, primary; Miss Mary
Ewing, primary; D. Eckley Hunter, academic. Properly sPeaking{
‘there were no superintendents or high school principals until
1871 when the system of tuition was finally abolished, a suf-
ficient school tax levied to meet all expenses, and attendance
at school made entirely free., During this time, however, there

were several persons who acted as head of the system. D. Eckley

Hunter filled this place very efficiently.
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In 1874, the first_colored schéol was established for
the children in the first eight grades. ZLater, a high school
was built, and the first graduating class from Lincoln High
School was in 1906. Since~that time the Lincoln School has
grown, |

In 1898, a parochial school was created and has re-
mained a part of St. Joseph's. For a number of years St.
Joseph's had a high school, but about 1930 it was discontinued,
and since that time, the children graduating from St. Joseph
enter the public high school in the same manner as the other
grade children in the city. |

The addition of manual training, home economics, and
printing to the curriculum before 1915, shows the active in-
terest and development of educational facilities in vocations
in Princeton schools.

In about 1914, the school trustees authorized the first
Princeﬁon basketball team to represent the school in tourna-
ments. This action made Princeton one of the leaders in the
development of physical education in the state. Since then,
‘football, baseball, and track have been added.

Until 1925, the Public Library furnished the books for’
the - teachers and students of the high school; then a high
school library was begun and it has gown to be an indispensabls
factor in the city's public school system.

’ In 1926, a high school band was established under the
direction of Robert Rose. The importance of this school

activity has been realized by the citizens of Princeton.
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There is a very acti%e Band Booster Club. The band is known
throughout the United States, since it won second place in the
national contest held in Battle Creek, Michigan, this year.

The Athena Chapter of the National Honor Society of
Secondary Schools was éstablished in 1924, and has been an
outstanding influence in the school in fostering scholastic
achievement and character building.‘

The history of the development of the Princeton Public
Schools can be best appreciated by a comparison of the two
years 1872 and 1940. The system has grown from one with six
teachers employed for a term of nine months, to one of fifty-
seven teachers employed for a term of nine months in 1940,
There was in 1872 one building owned by the school city
compared with the four large buildings of today. These buildings
house the four elemsntary schools: Franklin, Irving, Lincoln
and Lowell; and the two high schools--Lincoln and Princeton
High School.

The following facts show the progress that has been
made in Indiana schools and that Princeton has well done her
share in education. By the census of 1850, Indiana had a high
percentage of illiteracy; in fact, it was the most 1lliterate
of all Northern States, one out of seven adults being unable

83
to read or write. By the 1930 census report 98.87 per cent

83

, George S. Cottman, Indiana Its History, Comgtitution
and Present Government, (Indianapolls: Bobbs-MerriIl Company,
1925) pp. 93-96.
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of both white and colored children of ten years and older
were able to read and write. Indiana now holds twenty-eigﬁth
place among states in literacy. However, the states are so
close together on each point that very slight differences in
the literacy statistic$ mékes a considerable difference.84

In the following appendix, tables will be found listing
the names of the members of the 3oafd of School Trustees for var-
lous years, the superintendents, the principals of the High

School and the number of graduates annually from Princeton

High School,

84
Indiana Teacher, September, 1932, pp. 15-22.
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TABLE I

A LIST OF THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARDS OF SCHOOL
TRUSTEES OF PRINCETON 1860-1940

1860-1861 J. H. McMaster President
Andrew Lewis
William Kurtz

1861-1862 J. H. McMaster President
Andrew Lewis -
William Kurtz

1862-1863 J. H. MoMaster President
Andrew lewis
William Kurtz

1863-1864 J. H. McMaster ©President
Andrew lLewis
William Kurtz

1864-1865 George T. Simonson President
Henry Ayers
Alexender C. Donald

1865-1866 George T. Simonson President
Henry Ayers
Alexander C. Donald

1866-1867 Francis Wade President
W. G. Kidd
W. W. Blair

1867-1868 W. M. Land President
W. L. Dorsey
Richard Skinner

1868-1869 W. G. Kidd President
Joseph Small
W. W. Blair

1869-1870 W. G. Kidd President
Joseph Small
Richard Skinner

1870-1871 W. G, Kidd President
Joseph Small
Richard Skinner




i871—1872
1872-1873
1873-1874
1874-1875
1875-1876
1876-1877
18771878
1878-1879
1879-1880
1880-1881
18s8l1-1882

l882-1883

William Kurtz President
Alexander Norman

Jd. D. Kaufman

John Montgomery
Williem Kurtz
W. L. Dorsey

John'Mbntgomery
William Kurtz
W. L. Dorsey

John Montgomery
William Kurtz
W. L. Dorsey

John Montgomery
William Kurtz
W. L. Dorsey °

John Montgomery
William Kurtz
W. L. Dorsey

John Montgomery
William Kurtz
W. L. Dorsey

John Montgomery
William Kurtz
J. W. BEwing

Dr. S. E.
Thomas R.
J. W. BEwing

Dr. S. E.
A. F. Strain
J. W. BEwing

Dr. S.
A, F, Strain
W. P. Welborn

Dr. S.

S. H. Shoptaugh
W. P. Welborn

President

President

‘President

President

President

President

President

Munford President

Paxton

Munford President

E. Munford President

E, Munford President
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1883-1884 Dr, S. E. Munford President
S. H. Shoptaugh
W. P. Welborn

1884-1885 Dr. S. E. Munford DPresident
S. H. Shoptaugh
W. P. Welborn

1885-1886 Dr. S. E. Munford President
S. H. Shoptaugh
W. P. Welborn

1886-1887 Dr. S. E. Munford DPresident
S. H. Shoptaugh
W. P. Welborn

1887-1888 Dr. S. E. Munford Pregident
S. H. Shoptaugh
W. P. Welborn

1888-1889 W. P. Welborn DPresident
J. H. Miller
S. H. Shoptaugh

1889-1890 W. P. Welborn President
J. H. Miller August 27, 1889
J. W. Ewing
W. D. Robinson

1890-1891 W. P. Welborn President
J. W. Ewing
W. D. Robinson

1891-1892 W. P. Welborn President
J. W. Ewing
W. D. Robinson

1892-1893 W. P. Welborn President
. J. W. Ewing
W. D. Robinson

1893-1894 W. D. Robinson President
W. P. Welborn
J. W. Ewing

1894-1895 W. P. Welborn President
: W. D. Robinson
J. W. Ewing




1895-1896
1896-1897

1897-1898

1898-1899
1899-1900
1900-1901
1901-1902
1902-1903
1903-~1904
1904-1905
1905-1906

1906-1907

w.
S.
J.

w.
Se
Je

W.

P.
F,
Ww.

P.
F.
w.

P.

Welborn President
Gilmore
Ewing

Welborn President
Gilmore
Ewing

Welborn President

Died February 12, 1898

J. W

S.
R.

J.
Go
R.

Jd.
G.
R.

R.
Ww.
G.

R.
W.
G.

G.
W.
H.

H.

E.
G.

H.
E.
E.

E.
L.
E.

E.
L.
T.

F.
A

w.
C.
A.

w.
C.
A,

A.
D.
c.

A.
D.
C.

C.
D.
A.

A.
B.
C.

A,
B.
E.

B.
C.
E.

E.
C.
R.

Ewing President
Gilmore
Woods

Ewing President
Kendle
Woods

Ewing "President
Kendle
Woods

Woods President
Downey
Kendle

Woods President
Downey
Kendle

Kendle President
Downey
Yeager

Yeager President
Funk
Kendle

Yeager President
Funk
Noble

Funk President
Embree
Noble

Noble President
Embree
Paxton
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i907-1908
1908-1909
1909-1910
1910-1911
1911-1912
1912-1913
1913-1914
1914-1915
1915-1916
1916-1917

1917-1918

1918-1919

L. C. Embree President
R. S. Anderson
T. R. Paxton

R. S. Anderson President
H. A. Teager
T. R. Paxton

R. s} Anderson President
E. E. Reeves
H. A. Yeager

H. A. Yeager President
E. E. Noble
Stuart T. Fisher

E. B. Noble President
Harry G. May
Stuart T. Fisher

E. E. Noble President
Harry G. May
Stuart T. Fisher

E, E. Noble President
Harry G. May
H. H. Alexander

E. E, Noble President
Thomas Cullen
H. H. Alexander

Thomas Cullen DPresident
E. E. Noble
Floyd J. Riggs

Thomas Cullen Pregident
Floyd J. Riggs
W. L. Davis

Thomas Cullen President

W. L. Davis December 29, 1917

Henry Kister
Floyd J. Riggs

Thomas Culleh Precsident
Charles S. Scull
Henry Kister
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1919-1920

1920-1921

1921-1928

1922-1923

1923-1924

1924-1925

1925-1926

1926-1927

1927-1928

1928-1929

1929-1930

1930-1931

Thomas Cullen

President

Charles S. Scull

Harvey Milburn

Charles S. Scull President

Thomes Cullen
Harvey Milburn

Harvey Milburn

President

George E. Daugherty

Thomas Cullen

Thomas Cullen
Harvey Milburn

President

George E. Daugherty

George E. Daugherty President

Thomas Cullen
Harvey Milburn

Thomas Cullen
Estella Walker
Harvey Milburn

Thomas Cullen
Estellas Walker
Harvey Milburn

Harvey Milburn
Estella Walker
Rollin Maxam

Harvey Milburn
Estella Walker
Rollin Maxam

Harvey Milburn
Estella Walker
Rollin Maxam

Harvey Milburn
Estella Walker
Thomas B. Nash

Harvey Milburn
Estella Walker
Thomas B. Nash

President

President

President

President

President

President

President
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i931-1932
1932-1933
1935-1954
1934-1935
1935-1936
1936-1937
1937-1938

1938-1939

Harvey Milburn
Estells Walker
Thomas B. Nash

Harvey Milburn
Estella Walker
Thomas B. Nash

Har#ey Milburn
Estella Walker
Thomas B. Nash

Harvey Milburn
Estella Walker
Thomas B. Nash

Harvey Milburn
Estella Walker
Thomas B. Nash

Harvey Milburn
Maude Nordhorn
Thomas B. Nash

Osborne T. Brazelton President

Meude Nordhorn
Thomas B. Nash

Osborne T. Brazelton President

Maude Nordhorn

President

President

President

President

President

President

Oscar M. Anderson

Jenuary 12, 1939-August, 1939

1939-1940

1940-1941

Oscar M. Anderson President

Maude Nordhorn

Lennis D. Kendls

Oscar M. Anderson

Lennis D. Kendle
Russell R. Wright

Oscar M. Anderson
Russell R. Wright
Samuel Bline

President

President

114




115

TABLE II

A LIST OF THE SUPERINTENDENTS OF PRINCETON
PUBLIC SCHOOLS 1860-1940

D. Eckley Hunter, August, 1860-July, 1863
Mr. Allen, August, 1863-July, 1864

S. A. Rollins, August, 1864-July, 1865

D. Eckley Hunter, August, 1865-July, 1866
Robert Gray, August, 1866-July, 1867

C. A. Obenshain, August, 1867-January, 1869
W. T. Davis, Jenuary, 1869-July, 1869

W. T, Stillwell, August, 1869-July, 1871
D. Eckley Hunter, August, 1871-July, 1874
A. J. Snoke, August, 1874-July, 1890

T. B. Dresslar, August, 1890-July, 1891
C. N, Peak, August, 1891l-July, 1903
Harold Barnes, August, 1903-July, 1909

M. D. Webb, August, 1910-July, 1911

J. W. Stott, August, 19ll1-July, 1919

J. B. Fagan, August, 1919-July, 1920

J. W. Stott, August, 1920-July, 1922

G. E. Derbyshire, August, 1922-

TABLE TII

A LIST OF THE PRINCIPALS OF PRINCETON HIGH
SCHOOL  1860-1940

D. Eckley Hunter, August, 1860-July, 1863
Mr. Allen, August, 1863-July, 1864

S. A. Rollins, August, 1864~-July, 1865

D. Eckley Hunter, August, 1865-July, 1866
Robert Gray, August, 1866-July, 1867

C. A. Obenshain, August, 1867-Janusry, 1869
W. T. Davis, January, 1869-July, 1869
Anna Small, August, 1869-July, 1873
Lizzie Horney, August, 1873-July, 1875

T. J. Alford, August, 1875-July, 1877

M. O. Andrews, August, 1877-July, 1878
Josephine Bruce, August, 1878-July, 1879
J. A. Ramsey, August, 1879-July, 1880
Lide Powers, August, 1880-December, 1880
Lizzle Horney, December, 1880-July, 1883
Ruth Gentry, August, 1883-July, 1885

S. P. McCrea, August, 1885-July, 1886
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J. C. Hall, August, 1886-July, 1887

T. G. Rees, August, 1887-July, 1888

Ida F. Weloh, August, 1888-July, 1889

F. B. Dresslar, August, 1889-July, 1890

H. W. Monical, August, 1890-July, 1894

J. H. Edwards, August, 1894-July, 1895
Hiram Ruston, August, 1895-July, 1900

W. F. Book, August, 1900-July, 1903

R. F. Munford, August, 1903-November, 1904
W. W. Phelan, November, 1904-July, 1905

C. A. Unnewshr, August, 1905-November, 1909
M. D. Webb, November, 1909-July, 1911

G. W. McReynolds, August, 1911-July, 1914
Chi Waggoner, August, 1914-July, 1917

B. W. Cockrum, August, 1917-July, 1920

Ben H. Watt, August, 19820-July, 1921

W. F. Loper, August, 1921-July, 1922

Mable E. Tichenor, August, 1922«

TABLE IV

A LIST OF THE NUMBER OF GRADUATES
OF PRINCETON HIGH SCHOOCL FROM

1872-~1940
1872 Three
1873 Six
1874 Six
1875 Three
1876 Six
1877 El even
1878 Seven
1879 Eleven
1880 Six
1881 Five
1882 Five
1883 Thirteen
1884 Five
1885 Four
1886 Six
1887 The High School course was

changed from three years to
four in 1886, which accounts
for no graduates in 1887

1888 Eight
1889 _ Six
1890 Seventeen

1891 Sixteen




1892
1893
1894
1895
1896
1897
1898
1899
1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914
1915
1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940

"Eighteen

Fourteen
Nine
Thirteen
Sixteen
Thirteen
Nine
Fourteen
Thirteen
Seven
Twenty-eight
Twenty-one
Thirty-one
Twent y-two
Sixteen
Fourteen
Twelve
Sixteen
Thirty-one
Eighteen
Twenty-five
Thirty-five
Thirty-one
Forty
Thirty-nine
Fifty-six
Thirty-six
Thirty-three
Thirty-nine
Fifty-one
Fifty-one
Thirty-four
Sixty~two
Fifty-one
Fifty-six
Forty-five
Seventy-one
Fifty-eight
Sixty
Seventy-one
Eighty-one
Ninety-nine
Bighty-~-eight
Eighty-eight
One hundred twenty-one
One hundred three
Ninety-five
One hundred six
One hundred seven
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