
Indiana State University Indiana State University 

Sycamore Scholars Sycamore Scholars 

All-Inclusive List of Electronic Theses and Dissertations 

1939 

A child's history of early Terre Haute and Vigo County A child's history of early Terre Haute and Vigo County 

Frances Sacks McNamar 
Indiana State University 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholars.indianastate.edu/etds 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
McNamar, Frances Sacks, "A child's history of early Terre Haute and Vigo County" (1939). All-Inclusive List 
of Electronic Theses and Dissertations. 2497. 
https://scholars.indianastate.edu/etds/2497 

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by Sycamore Scholars. It has been accepted for inclusion in 
All-Inclusive List of Electronic Theses and Dissertations by an authorized administrator of Sycamore Scholars. For 
more information, please contact dana.swinford@indstate.edu. 

https://scholars.indianastate.edu/
https://scholars.indianastate.edu/etds
https://scholars.indianastate.edu/etds?utm_source=scholars.indianastate.edu%2Fetds%2F2497&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholars.indianastate.edu/etds/2497?utm_source=scholars.indianastate.edu%2Fetds%2F2497&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:dana.swinford@indstate.edu


A CHILD'S HISTORY OF EARLY TERRE

HAUTE AND VIGO COUNTY

by

Frances Sacks McNamar

Contributions of the Graduate School
Indiana State ~eachers College

Number 379

Submitted in Partial Fulfillment
of the Requirement~ for the

Master of Arts' Degree
in Education f [:,j (: f ,/~ j:l.:::

1939

•••• *', •. "" - ••

',-:. I :~: ~: :...:.. ..... . .....
.... :: ::: :": ~'. :'.....
.. .. ....... : •• : :.,,' :" •.:"*,', :~: •••••... .. ..



Frances Sacks McNamarThe thes is of --------------------

College J Number 379, under the title

History of Zarly Terre Haute and Vigo County

Contribution of the Graduate S'chool J Indiana State Teachers

A ChilCJ's

is hereby approved as counting toward the completion of

the Master's degree in the amount of __8 _ hour's credit.

Date of Acceptanc e

---I.-&...=I~~7---,1L~.:..._L.I£tL::===4.::::::I..=:;,g,~ ' Cha i rman

Co - /1- 3:r



TABLE OF CONTENTS

PART I

• • • • • •

CHAPTER

I. INTRODUCTION •

Need for the study • • •

• • • • •

• • • • •

• • • •

• • • •

PAGE

1

1

Early Terre Haute history is taught in

the third grade of the city schools 1

Much that the city has today can be

trace d to the work of the early

settlers • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 1

The material is interesting • • • • •• 1

This study should organize material

for the teaching of local history •• 2

Statement of the problem. • • • • • • •• 2

Procedures involved in writing. • • • •• 2

II. PROBLEMS REGARDING TEE WRITING OF PIONEER

HISTORY FOR THIRD GRADE ••• • • • • •• 4

III. SUMMARY OF BOOKS PREVIOUSLY WRITTEN WHICH

ARE USED IN TEACHING VARIOUS SCHOOL

SUBJEC TS • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 19

IV. CONCLUSIONS • • •• 31

BIBLIOGRAPHY • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 32



iv

PART II

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . .
· .· . . . .

47

39

35

44

PAGE

• •

• • •

• • • •

. .• •. .

. . . . .• •

• • •LIFE IN OUIATENO •

!lillIAN CUSTOMS •

THE VISITORS • •

THE LAlill • • • • •I.

II.

III.

IV.

CHMTER

. . . . . . . . . . . . .VI. THE STORY OF LENA

V. AROUND THE BONFIRE • • • • • • • • · . . • • 50

56

VII. JOCEO BECOMES CHlEF . . . . . . . . . . . . 63

VIII. THE NORTHWEST TERRITORY · . . . . . . . . .
IX. TROUBLE WITH THE IilDDll~S • • • • • • • • • •

68

75

XI. THE BEGINNING OF TIffi TOWN

x. FORT HARRISON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
· . . . . . . . .

81

87

XII. BUILDING THE HOlljE AND STORE • • • • • • • • 94

XIII. FURNISHING THE C~BIN • • • • • • • . . • • • 100

XIV. GETTIlJG READY FOR COMPANY · . . . . . . . . 104

XV • THE COMPANY Co:r~S

XVI. MR. EARLE GE'IS SICK

· . . . . . . . . . . . .
· . . . . . . . . . . .

110

114

XVII. THE NEW BABY • • • • • • . . . . . • • • • • 117

XVIII. THINGS FOR THE H01~ • • • • • • • • • • • • 122

xx. GOING 1'0 THE MILL • • • • • • • • • • • • •

XIX. THE HEWS • • • • • · . • • • • . . . . . • • 127

131

XXI. GOING TO CHURCH

XXII. THE PIG DRIVE

• • • • • • • • • • • • • •

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

135

140
I
I'
I
I



v

CHAPTER PAGE

XXIV. FIRE FIGHTING

XXIII. GOING TO SCHOOL • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

143

147

XXV • THE HAT IONAL ROAD . . . . . . . . . . . . . 151

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .

THE TOWN TAVERNS ••

. . . . .

155

160

166

170

176

180

• •

• • •

. . .

• • • •

. . . .

. . .

. .

• •

• • •

. .

• •

. .

• • •

• • •

· .

• • •

• •

• •

• •

• •

THE CANAL

THE RAILROAD

GOOD TIMES • •

I~~ROVING THE TOWN •xxx.

XXVI.

XXVII.

XXVIII.

XXIX.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

,

I'
I



PART I



CHAPTER II

INTRODUCTION

I. ' NEED FOR THE STUDY

Early Terre Haute history is taught in~ third

grade ~ ~ city schools. While there is much material

on the aubjec:t, it is scattered and too difficult for

children to read. Much of it is political history and be­

yond their comprehension. Further, many books that are

within the children's reading ability stress either

Pilgrim fathers or Colonial times. Young readers often

get the idea that all pioneers were Pilgrims.

Much that the ci ty ~as today can be traced to the,

work of the early settlers. Secure in modern homes, the

men. women, and little children of the past are often for­

gotten. Many advantages that are now enjoyed have come

from their laborious efforts.

~ material 1! interesting. The stories found in

ea~ly Terr~ Haute history are as entertaining as many adven7

ture tales. Since children of eight or nine years of age

"~ This'thesis is written in two parts • 'Part-lis
the libr~y research necessary before the material could
be·Wt'itten. 'Part II -is the 'Uitlrig' of -s histort'of 'Terre
Haute and Vigo County from about 1700 to 1860 for children•

. . . , ' .. . .... .. , " ...
. .'. ". . " .
: :,.' :.' :'. : :
, • '" .o.o.o •••

, ••••• , .o •••
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and even older enjoy this type of reading.. they should get

pleasure as well as information from it.

This study should organize material !.2!. the teach­

ing of local history". It should present interesting ma­

terial in such a way that children can read it. The idea

that all pioneers were Pilgrims should be clarified. Young

readers should realize the important part played by early

pioneers in making possible the present city of Terre Haute.

II. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

The purpose of this stUdy is to write the social,

economic. and industrial history of Terre Haute from about

1700 to 1860 in such form that 8. third grade child could

read it With pleasure and understanding.

III. PROCEDURES INVOLVED IN WRITING

In order to secure material for this history, books.

old records. and magazine and newspaper articles were read.

Several old settlers were interviewed. They told of their

own experiences or those of their friends or relatives.

After reading Widely in t~e field and list~ing to . the ex­

periences of old settl.ers. an outline was prepared. It

followed the general outline given to the third grade
. . .

teachers by Miss Rlanche Fuqua. Director of Instruction
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of the Terre Haute schools. The major topics of this out­

line included shelter, foods, clothing. transportation.

occupations. and recreation of the Indians and pioneers

who lived in and near' Terre Haute' in the early days.



CHAPTER II

PROBLEMS REGARDING THE WRITING OF

PIONEER HISTORY FOR THIRD GRADE

After the outline was prepared and material col­

lected, other problems arose. The writer felt that opin­

ions of authorities in the field of Social Studies should

be sought in order: (1) to be clear as to the social val­

ues of pioneer history, (2) to- justify the allocation of

this unit in third grade, and (3) to determine the style

of writing and choice of vocabulary to be used. In order

to find solutions to these problems, books and articles in

magazines in the field of Social Studies were read. Through

the reading of these books and articles, the writer not only

hoped to obtain suggestions to guide in formulating the

style of writing but also facts justifying the preparation

of the study.

In regard to the social values of pioneer history,

the following statement was made by Gertrude Hartman.

'Every child is endowed with a greatnatural'curios­
ity about the world in Which he is born. The predom­
inating interests of young children are naturally In'
t~eir immediate surroundings. In the course of ~heir
play they tend to reproduce the activities of the
home and community through dramatizations. All such
natural activities are set in a net~work of social
connections. The natural and larger channels lead into
related subject matter Which ~e call the course of
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study•••• All the sUbjects in the curriculum have a
relationship to social life and are there. indeed. ex­
pressly for the purpose of interpreting that life to
the growing members of society. What would be the
necessity of reading and writing if we did not need to
share thoughts with others, why study science and geog­
raphy except to know about the world we live in and
man's relationship to it, why pursue history if the
present situation were not the result of 'the many social.
forces that produced it? The activities guided into
fundamental social occupations. and oriented by a lib­
eral scheme of subject matter which shows their mean­
ings and relationships to life. is the correlating
principle of the new curriculum as it is being worked
out in many of our modern schools. In this larger in­
terpre tation. all sub jects are soo:ial studies.l

Since the Fourteenth Yearbook was written on the

sUbject of Social Studies, the writer used this source to

clarify ideas in regard to the social values of' pioneer

history. The following statement was found relative to

the elementary school:

The commission of the Social Studies of the American
Historical Association formulated the principles of
organization of the materials of instruc:tion and made
the fOllowing statement concerning the application of
these principles: .

"(8) In the elementary school major attention
would be devoted to a stUdy of the making of the com­
munity and the nation; altho materials bearing on the
development of world society and culture would by no
means be excluded. The program would begin with the
ne'ighborhood in which the child lives. Starting from
a first hand study of the life. institutions, and
geography of the community, it would proceed to an ex­
amination of social changes taking place in the locality,
of the history of the place. of the civilization of the

1 Gertrude Hartman. "Editorial," Progressive
Education. October. November. December. 1926. p.207.
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Indian in the same area. of the contrasting elements of
European and Indian culture and of early and later
American culture. Emphasis would be placed thruout on
actual participation in the social activities of school
and neighborhood. and every part or phase of the program
would begin and end .in the contemporary and surrounding
community which the child knows directly. Thus the pupil
would develop an active interest in the fortunes of so­
ciety and acquire a stock of ideas Which would enable
him to go beyond the immediate in time and space. He
would then be led by natural connections--genetic and
functional--to stUdy of the making of the region and the
nation. Thru such an organization of materials the
elementary school would acquaint the child as fUlly as
possible with the evolution of American culture--local
and national--and to some extent with the origins of
American culture in the Western world."2

Again Joy Muchmore Lacey says:

The importance of teaching boys and girls the essen­
tial elements and oharacteristics of social life has
been clearly recognized. The difficulty has been in
organizing units of work that deal directly with social
life. or human liVing of "civilization and culture."3

From these statements the writer concludes that

pioneer history has social value. 11he unit should deal with

social life or human living. It should be centered about

2 American Historical Association. Commission on
the Social Studies, Conclusions and Recommendations of the
Commission (New York: Charles Scrihner's Sons, 19l4T;" pp.
69-62. cited by Fourteenth Yearbook, The Social Studies
Curriculum (Washington, D.C.: The Department. of Superin­
tendence of the National Education Association of the United
States), p. 170.

3 Joy Muchmore Lacey, Social StUdies Concepts of
Children ill the First Three Grades (New York: Bureau of
PUblications~eaehersCollege. Columbia University, 1932),
p. ·5. .

1
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the local community. This should provide interest for

the children since' they are naturally concerned about the ir

immediate environment.

In regard to the grade placement of pioneer history,

Henry Johnson says:

Efforts to grade history have, perhaps, on the whole
been less successful than e·fforts to grade mathematics
and the languages•••• The problem of grading mathe­
matics, in spite of a certain splendid orderly progres­
sion, was not, after all, solved in a day. The passing
from grammar to the simpler texts of the language and
then to the standard works ·of literature, however
clearly marked out, is not even yet entirely Smooth and
gentle ascent.

That history of some kind can be presented at almost
any stage of instruction is scarcely in need of argu­
ment. History, or what passes for history, is now actu­
ally being taught, frequently as early as the first
grade of the elementary school, sometimes even in the
kindergarten. The problem of grading seems, therefore,
to have been solved at least in part. That it has been
solved less generally and less completely for history
than for some other subjects, is perhaps, due not so
much to difficulties inherent in history as. to the
attitude of educators toward the problem. Much of the
disc.ussion of history as a school SUbject has been
based upon preconceived ideas that fix at the outset the
materials and treatment to gradually Widen the horizon
of the primary child's conscious life. .He should be
given an idea of men of primitive times, how they lived
and what we owe to their hardihood and perseverance.
Stories of great men of other times, especially of men
connected with the history of our' own country and whose
deeds many of our holidays c.ommemorate, are a form of
history es:pecially adapted to the pr imary grades.4

4 Henry, Johns.on, Teaching of History in Elementary
!:!!! Secondary Schools (New York: The Macmillan Company,
1921). pp. 29..31.'
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Again Henry Johnson makes this statement:

It is among the merits of the externals of normal
human life in the past--buildings, clothings, food,
toolS, roads, bridges, conveyances, weapons, occupations,
amusements--they are, as a rule, sufficiently different
from those of the present to produce, without over­
emphasis upon what is exceptional and extreme, that
effect of picturesqueness which is deemed essential in
arousing the interest of pupils. 5

Joy Muchmore Lacey found.close agreement between the

content of ten readers and social study content. She makes

this statement:

An analysis of the content of ten of the newer read­
ers (pub~ished 1925-1930) showed close agreement be­
tween reading eontent and Bocial studies content ••••

Generally speaking, the content of the newer readers
dealt with phases of social liVing, a fact which is in
accord with the soeial studies subject matter ••••

Reading ~ontent has been greatly influenced by the
emphasis, on social development. 'l'he content may well
be regarded as an index of what people think children
are interested in and need to know about the social
world. 6

Mary Harden discusses this same SUbject of children's

interests. She says:

In order to have a thorough understanding of the
social, political and economic conditions of any com­
munity, it is necessary for children to know about the
forces of the past which have operated in determining
the ~ourse of the problems of the present time. A
study of the history of the community helps the child

6 Ibid., p. 48.

6 Joy Muchmore Lacey, 2£. £!l., pp. 32-33.
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to realize that the people of earlier times have con­
tributed greatly to its growth and development and
likewise have faced similar problems. He may develop
a keen appreciation of his own community through a
stUdy of people who first settled it. their reasons
for 'choosing to live, in this community, the hardships
which they had to overcome to'make the settlement a
success, the building of homes, the early occupations
and industries. the coming of highways. canals, and
railroads, the establishing of forms of government,
schools and churches. the early forms of recreation
and social interests, and some of the men and women
who contributed to the permanency of the community.
He may realize, too'. that his own city or town is like
many others and represen,B,tive of important charHcter­
istics in American life.

All of these writers agree that children should

stUdy pioneer history but they do not state in which grade

it should be taught. There was need for further research

to see if it was appropriate for third grade.

In Indiana in 1936. a committee was appointed to

revise the course of stUdy in Social Studies. Certain

basic themes of fundamental Social Studies concepts were

pointed out. They were:

Interdependence: This theme is especially prominent
in primary grades but continues throughout the course.
As people progress in better living. they become more
and more dependent upon each other.

Adaptation to Environment: This theme begins in the
primary grades and is especially prominent in inter­
mediate grades. Man's life has been and still is
largely influenced by physical surroundings.

7 Mary Harden. "The Community as a Laboratory for
Elementary-School Sooial Science," ,Social Education.
1:2G6-270, April. 193'7.
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Social Heritage: People are influenced not only by
their immediate environment, but byth~ life, manners,
customs. ideals, attitudes. and accomplishments of
other peoples living in past and present times. En­
vironment thus extends from the present back through
the 'ages and we study history to understand our own
lives. This theme begins in a very primary way with
the study of primitive and pioneer peoples and con­
tinues down to social relationships of our own times.
• • •

Control of Environment: . Man first made progress by
learning to change an.d to modify nature to meet his
needs. From the crude tools of primitive life to our
highly developed machinery, power, transportation, and
communication is the story of better living.

Cooperation: This theme is related closely to that
of interdependence. Democracy is attained through the
c.ooperation of individuals and groups. Through social
organization man has developed national life. customs.
laws and activities for living better individually and
in groups ••••

Culture: This word has been much abused but is here
used to include that higher phase of life toward which
all material progress ought to contribute. People
ought to be happy, to have high ideals. to serve self
and fellowmen, to appreciate and live the better life.
as represented in literature, music, art, social service.
and religious activities.

These basic themes are the fundamentals of the seven
cardinal aims as applied to Social Studies. With these
aims in mind, the following units were suggested by
the e.ommi ttee for third grade:

Unit I Foods • • • • • • • • • • • • • • p. 66
Unit II Clothing • • • • • • • • • • • • • p. 72
Unit III Shelter • • • • • • • • • • • • • p. 75
Unit IV Communication.and Transportation • p. 78
Unit V Pioneer Life and Local History • • p. 82

8Unit VI School Gardens • • • • • • • • • • p. 84

8 Committee for Revision of Elementary Social Studies
Course, ~ Social Studies (Indianapolis, Indiana: State of
Indiana, Department of Public Instruction, Bulletin 114,
1935). p. "
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Examination of the Course of Study in Pioneer Life

of the Elementary School at the University of Iowa shows

the unit to be allocated in third grade. Miss Maude

McBroom, Principal of, the Elementary School, gives a brief

history of the development of the unit in the Foreword.

She says:

A unit on the history of the pioneers in the Middle
West has been taught in the third grade at the University
Elementary School ever since the organization of the
school, in 1915. The original outline, stating most
of the vital problems which the pioneers had to meet,
and containing a few references for teachers and chil­
dren, was worked out by Miss Mabel Greene, the teacher

'of the third grade, under the direction of Doctor
Ernest Horn. This outline was enlarged upon and re­
vised as children s tudie d the problems. • • •

In 1931, Miss Norma Gillett, under Miss Snedakerrs
direction, made a rather extensive reorganization of the
entire unit. The details of its administration were
worked out, all of the references rechecked and classi­
fied according to problems, sampmes of childrenrs work
were added, and the course of study put in such shape
that it would be directly useful to teachers who were
desirous of adapting such a unit for their own schoo1s. 9

In the Fourteenth rea.rbook reference was made to the

organization of the social science course of study in

Reading, Massachusetts, as follows:

In the three primary grades the work is taught in a
sequence of eight integrated activity units. The basic'
theory of these unite is that of allowing the child to
see, experience, and do that Which will most intensify

9 Norma. Gillett and Mabel Snedaker, Course of Study
in Pioneel'Life (Iowa City, Iowa: University of Iowa,
1935), p •. 5:--
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and ~ivify for him the concepts on which the unit is
focused. In the activities of the social science units,
all other subjects have a part; penmanship. drawing,
numbering. reading, and writing become a part of every
unit. to the advantage both of social science and of
other subjects. lO .

The units listed for the third grade were: (I)

Seeing America. (2) Local and Pioneer History. (3) Other

Folks, and (4) Good Citizens' Club.

A reference to the social studies program in

Minneapolis was cited in the same source. In Minneapolis.

a major theme is assigned to each grade and is amplified

in the units for the grade. The theme for the third grade

was "The Needs of Our Modern Home (Food. Shelter, and Cloth­

ing) Contrasted with Those of the Pioneer or Colonial Home."

Mildred Dawson examined twenty-six readers to de­

termine what they would reveal in regard to children's in­

terests. These interests are applicable to the field of

social studies as well as to the field of reading. The

author found:

The amount of space in twenty-six readers which is
devoted to historics,l material is small but it tends
to increase from grade to grade. The primers and first
readers include little or no historical material. ~he

third readers contain. on the Whole, more than three
times 8S much historical material as do the second

10 Fourteenth Yearbook. The Social Studies Curriculum
(Washington, D. C.: The Department of Superintendence of
the National Education Association of the United States),
pp. 103-106. '
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readers. Stories of the historical type and semi­
historical selections are approximately equal in num­
bers; the number of historical selections is much smaller.
The space given to semi-historical material is relatively
large because of the greater amount of space devoted to
detafls.

Considerable space is devoted to general items, such
as facts about Pilgrims, pioneers, and groups invol~ed

in the war-like relations. The expressions of past
time employed in the readers increase in number from
grade to grade. The number of indefinite expressions
of past time in the readers at each level is greater
than the number of definite expressions of past time.
Only a few general items are repeatedly mentioned with
a book. In the main these are Pilgrims, pioneers, in-
ventions, and Indians. ll ,

From this examination of studies made by various

educators, the writer concludes that authorities assume

that the present is better understood by teaching the past;

that investigations of children's interests and natural

tastes reyeal that pioneer history is generally allocated

in the third grade as evidenced by grade placement of

units' in social studies courses and stories in readers.

The last problem to be considered in the preparation

of this history related to style of writing. Concerning

this matter of ,style, Mary G. Kelty says:

Henry Johnson indicated his belief, based on his
rich experie~e, that history for young children should
oonsist mainly of the narrative and descriptive elements •

. IlMi:ld~ed Dawson, "Materials of a Historical Nature
Contained in 'l'wenty-six Primary Readers," Elementary
School Journal, 29:756-766, June, 1~29.



14

Studies of children's interests and experiments in
visual education have confirmed his views. 'llests of
the actual accomplishments of children have corrob­
orated their practicability. One can, with a great
deal of assurance of its psychological soundness,
state the principle that history for middle-grade chil­
dren should develop the ability to comprehend a co­
herent narrative of the action comprising a unit move­
ment and the ability to visualize clearly the overt
aspects of the historical scene. .

Thus, the general groundwork is laid, and, at the
same time, the limitations are indicated. This ground­
work furnishes an adequate foundation for widening
children1s experiences and clarifying their concepts.
What great progress could be made later if all middle­
grade children really knew in rough outlines the main
story of what had happened in the most significant unit
movements?12

What may be said of the middle grades is applicable

to the third grade.

Sarah A. Dynes corroborates Johnsonls position. ohe

says:

Elementary history is made up essentially of partic­
ular facts. It is history presented in the form of
concrete examples--actual remains, physical representa­
tions of actual remains and of actions, verbal descrip­
tion rich in material for imagery.13

Further in the book, the author makes this statement:

To ascertain how to lay a foundation in the primary
grades for the stUdy of history and other social sub­
jects, we must first learn the character of the

12 Mary G. Kelty, "Recent Trends in the Social
Studies for the Middle Grades," Elementary School Journal.
~7:267, December, 1936.

13 Sa~$..h A. :Dynes, Socializing~ Child (Boston:
Silver Burdett and Company, 1916', p. 49.
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experience that primary children have had, for good
pedagogy'demands that all instruction begins on the
plane of experience. The child's experiences are con­
crete, not abstract; simple, not complex; immediate,
not remote. Consequently, history conceived as a
record of impersonal .events with their remote causes
and effects lies wholly outside the child's plane of
experiem.e. • • .'

It is quite evident, then, that the child's attitude
toward history differs mate'rially from that of the adUlt.
The child in the primary grades is living in a little
world of his own which as yet is quite lacking in per­
spective and in proportion. His cri tic.al sense is so
little developed that his historical imagination can­
not develop rapidly. He can admit into his picture of
far-away times or distant scenes the familiar surround­
ings of his everyday existence without any feeling of
incongruity. Things of the outer world gradually assume
shape for him only as he comes to know them through per­
sonal experience. Any attempt to force upon him the
abstract, the complex, or the circuitous will result
in failure. The primary teacher's first aim, then will
be to make sure that the- pupils under her gUidance have
every opportunity to get vivid sense impressions as
the basis for ~omparisons and inferences. Success in
history study is dependent upon rich, concrete imagery.14

Again the Fourth Yearbook of the Department of

Superintendence makes these statements:

Concrete experiences and illustrations must replace
general formulae if the child is to know how the great
human needs are satisfied, and is to feel the need for
government, morality, and that type of behavior which
makes it possible for us to live as social beings.

Teaching social studies on this basis is less dif­
ficult than many have imagined. Children will follow
·wi th eager,i,nterest the fascinating' stories of the
development from sheer individualism to oommunity life.
Take, f'or e'xample, the growth of a town or c·i ty from

14 ,'. "
!B!!.• 1'1'. 12-16.
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the·lone settler's oabin built beside a stream in the
wilderness. The first settler had to depend entirely
on himself to satisfy his needs. Then came other
settlers, a division of labor, a school for the chil­
dren, a church, a singing society. But along with
cooperation came differences and struggles, and the need
for a legal court.

Similarly one can traoe the development of organized
effort for obtaining nutrition, for providing for reo­
reation, for putting out fires, for supplying water,
for maintaining order, and for providing light and
heat ••••

Teaoh but the rules and forms of our sooial structure
and the result may be evasion rather than observance of
these rules. Teaoh the needs of the individual and of
the community and the child becomes oonscious of his
part--his obligations in the oommunity as well as his
privileges. Mere knowledge is less important than in­
olination based on understanding.15

Charles Harper discusses reasons for children's dis-

like of history. He found that children objected to their

present text books beoause they were dull and uninteresting.

and lacked continuity in the material. The author suggests:

Think of objectives in terms of development of
understandings, skills, etc. Make the continuity
really mean something. Make the past real. The pur­
pose of all history is to explain the present.16

He thus suggests the remedy for the situation in the

15 Fourth Yearbook, The Nation at Work on the Publio .
School Curriculum ( Washington;- D. C.: "The Department of
Superintendenoe of the National Education Assooiation of
the United States, 1926), pp. 323-324.

16 Charles Harper, "Why Do Children Dislike History?"
Sooia1 Kdueation t 1:492-494, October, 1937.
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future text books written for children in the elementary

schools.

From these discussions, the writer concludes that

the past should be made real through rich, concrete imagery.

The subject matter should widen children's experiences. It

should clarify their concepts and should be written in

narrative desc~iptive style.



CHAPTER III

SUMMARY OF BOOKS PREVIOUSLY WRITTEN WHICH ARE

'USED IN TEACHING VARIOUS SCHOOL SUBJECTS

In order to guide the writer in the preparation of

the material several types of books used as sources in the

content sUbjects were examined. The sUbjects were in the

field of art, music, science, and social science. These

were selected because they were either the same as or

closely related to the material to be written. Books were

examined to determine: (1) their purpose, (2) the subject

matter, (3) the style of writing, and (4) the grade place-

t, ment.
rl

tj In the field of art a series of readers l for grades

I, II, and III was examined. The readers are written to

interest children in great pictures. Attention is called

to the subject, colors, and lines of the picture to be

studied. A short biography of the artist is given. Real

picture knowledge is conveyed in the ohildfs own language.

The reading vocabulary is based on the word lists compiled

by Horn, Horn, Packer. 2 Narrative-descriptive style of

'" 1 Katherine Morris Lester, Great Pictures and Their
Stories (Chicago: Mentzer, Bush and Company, 192fT:

4, 2. Twenty~fourth Yearbook of the National Society ill
the Study ~ Edueation, Part It 1926.
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wri ting is used.

Each picture is beautifully reproduced as a colored

miniature. Such teaching helps as questions at the end of

each selection and masterpieces of·music that are to be

used in connection with each picture study are given.

These books seem, to the writer, to be good because

new concepts are introduced in connection with old ones.

The vocabulary is simple. The illustrations are careful

reproductions of the original paintings and the teaching

helps are based on feelings and appreciations.

A text for junior high schools in the field of

music called People and Music3 was examined. The purpose

of this book is (1) to pr'ovide a musical experience; (20

to help the pupils evaluate that experience and appreciate

the function of music in life; and (3) to stimulate creative

activity.

This book used an historical approach. It tells of

the struggle made by early people for food, clothing, and

shelter. It points out that man learned how to live by

use of fire, by making tools, and by communicating with

others. Because life was easier, ideas of love and home,

religion and art, and of loyalty and learning took root

3 Thomasine C. McGehee, People and Music (New York:
Allyn and Bacon, 1929).
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and grew in the minds of men. No one knows when the first

song was sung or the first tune played. However, it is

suggested that the beat of a drum and the rhythm of dancers

may have been Man's first attempt at music. So the history

of music beginning with the savage and extending to the

present is told in this text.

Exposition is the style of writing used. The vo­

cabulary is checked against Thorndike's Teachers' Word

Book. Illustrations are given to show how the composers

looked and to help the reader understand how old instruments

were made. ~here are teaching helps that follow a partic­

ular pattern throughout the book. Each chapter begins with

a quotation from a poem relating to the sUbject. A review

of preceding chapters is given. Questions are asked which

will be answered in the new chapter. ~he ~ool Words or

new words which are needed to be understood in order to

read the material are listed.

This book seems, to the writer, to be of value in

the teaching of music because it furnishes a historical

background. There is simplicity of sentence structure and

vocabulary throughout. Any new words are carefully ex­

plained. 'l'he ques tions given stimulate thought and dis-

ou.ssion~

In the field of science a series of books graded
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from I to VI was examined. 4 ~hey were based originally

upon the Horace Mann Course of Study in Elementary Science 5

and upon Certain ~echniques Used in Developing ~ Course of

study in Science. 6 The· purposes that the authors kept in

mind while writing these books were (I) to plan the mate­

rial so that there would be enough scientific information

for ordinary adult needs and (2) to give children a scien­

tific background for further study in the field.

~he selection of the content is based on the find-

ings of research as follows: (1) thousands of children1s

questions on scientific material, (2) the needs of the adult

in the field, 13} course of study, and (4) worth-while sci­

entific concepts.

The style of writing used is mostly description.
,

However, narratives are sometimes used to explain facts.

The vooabulary is checked a.gainst the Buckingham-Dolch Word

List. Each over-word is carefully explained in the text.

4 Gerald A. Craig and Sara E. Baldwin, Pathways in
Science (New York: Ginn and Company, 1932). --

6 Horace Mann Course of Study in Elementary Science
(New York; Bureau of Publications, Teachers College,
Columbia University, 1927).

6 Certain Techniques Used in Developing a Course .Q!
~j?-di in.S~ience ~ ill Horace-Ma:nn Elementary-School

ew York: Bureau of Publications, Teachers College,
Columbia University, 1927).
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Photographs of children in the process of scientific dis­

covery make the book attractive.

There are questions at the beginning of each chapter.

These not only stimulate an interest in the reading but

help children select important facts from information. Be­

tween the sUb-topics in the paragraph are narratives called

"Things to Think About." These clarify concepts and en­

courage thinking. At the end of each chapter are questions

checking the material read,

This series of books seems, to the writer, to be

useful in teaching science because the material is based

upon scientific research. The books are simply written and

give a well-rounded course in science for both adult's and

children's needs.

Since the investigator prepared to write in the

field of social science, several books in this field were

examined. One recognized book in the field of social

science is How the Indians Lived. 7 JIt is written to in­

terest children in the actual ways of living among the

American Indians of early times. The author had three im-

portent purposes in mind in selecting and arranging the

content of' the book. They are: (1) to construct an account

7 -Frances R. Dearborn, How the Indians Lived (New
York: Ginn and Company, 1927):-- ---
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of Indian life true in fact and simple in vocabulary, (2)

to arrange material in accessible form for problem-solving

lessons, and (3) to provide informational material which

may be used to develop skill in silent reading. The writer

has successfully carried out each of the purposes in the

wri ting of t.he book.

The book follows a carefully prepared outline in-

eluding appearance, home. food, clothing. tools, trans-

portation. customs, communication, and recreations of

Indians. The book is written in expository and descriptive

styles. The vocabulary is simple. Pictures are used to

illustrate new ~oncepts. The chapters are short, averaging

six or seven large type printed pages. At the end of each

chapter are silent reading exercises that test the children's

reading ability •

. This seems to the writer to be a good book because

the material furnishes a broad program of reading as well

as facts on the subject of Indian life. The author. who

haa had a wide and varied teaching experience, is qualified

.to know what problems of the Indian children are capable

of understanding. The solutions of these problems, as are

worked out in the book, may help children solve their own

problems.

The next book examined was a story of pioneer life
/'~ .
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discourse.

Log Cabin Days in Indiana
The Bobbs-Merrill Company, 1923).

centering about the city of Indianapolis--Log Cabin~

in Indiana. 8 The purpose of this book is to give the

reader a knowledge of pioneer days and an insight into the

character of the people 'who lived in the past. The story

was introduced by two elves who told the reader to close

his eyes. When the reader opened his eyes. instead of the

elves there appeared two pioneer children, Martha and

Jonathan, who told the story of the settling of Indianapolis

by the white people. The entire book is written in direct

The information is skillfUlly interwoven with the

The chapters are about the following topics: re­

lationships of white people and Indians, animals. forests.

pioneer hospitality. typical settlers. a clearing. pleasant

evenings. staying overnight. and a drive into town.

narration. For instance. during one conversation Jonathan

said. "Some of our neighbors have steel traps which they

brought with them from the East. Others use dead falls

made of heavy slabs or logs which kill the animals instantly.

Others use snares whioh capture the animals without injur­

ing them••••"9 A reader can readily see that the style

8 Ruth J. Bowlus.
(Indianapolis, Indiana:

9 .!lli... p. 49.
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is narrative-descriptive. This style is used consistently

throughout the book.

The book is written for use in the fifth grade of

the Indianapolis school's and the v.o-cabulary is simple enough

for that grade level. Few illustrations are used. Ques­

tions and suggestions for compositions for each chapter are

given at the end of the book. Although this book is out of

print at present. it is expected to be reprinted in the

near future.

To the writer. this book seems to be skillfully

written. The information is related in such a way that

there is no uninteresting part. The book gives those who

read it a historical background and an appreciation of the

hardships endured by the pioneer men. women. and children

of the community around Indianapolis •

. A number of Grand Rapids, Michigan. teachers re­

vised a history for use in the fifth and sixth grades of

the Grand Rapids Schools which had been written originally

by Carol Mary Holt. lO The purpose of this book was to give

8 brief history of the social, economic. and industrial life

of that ei ty from the time of' the Mound Builders to 1932.

10 Carol Mary Holt. The Story of Grand Rapids.
Michigan (Grand Rapids. Michigan: Revised by a Committee
of' Grand Rapids teachers. Board of Education. 19321.
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Each of. the topics is' very briefly treated. Many

new concepts are introduced~ The style of writing is ex­

pository with some description. No characters or stories

are used to add interest. There are few illustrations and

no teaching helps.

To the writer, this book does not compare in style

of writing, amount and kind of information given, and in

general make-up with the one written for the Indianapolis

schools. There are too many new·concepts introduced at

a time that the reader becomes confused. Teachers using

this book would have to have additional information to ex-

plain the new concepts to the children.

A recent book on pioneers called, A Story of

Pioneers and Their Childrenll was written by Marcelline

Flora Myers, a teacher in the third grade of the Fort

Wayne,. Indiana, schools and Louise Embree, who came from

a long line of pioneers. The purpose of this book is to

give children a complete and well-rounded course of varied

entertainment through reading and making of toys that ex­

plain phases of pioneer life.

This book tells the story of the Strong and White

11 Marcelline Flora Myers and Louise Embree, A
Story of Pioneers !a.2: Their Children (Indianapolis,
liiCtiana.: ThEt Bobbs-Merrill Company, 1937).
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families ·as they travel in their covered wagon from their

old homes in one of the eastern states to the Ohio River.

Here they. build a boat a.nd continue their journey down

the river and up a smaller stream to a place where they

build two log cabins. 1'here are many adventure stor ies

throughout the book. Some parts tell of the hardships

in building a log cabin, furnishing it, hunting for food,

planting the crops,and making of clothing. Still other

parts describe schoolS, churches; and such jolly times as

spelling-bees and husking-bees.

This book is written in narrative-descriptive

style. Direct discourse is used to break up long descrip­

tive parts. The vocabulary is simple enough for a child

in the third grade of school. 'l'he chapters are very short,

averaging three or four printed pages in large type. 'there

are many illustrations to explain new concepts. At the

close of each chapter, there are pictures and directions

entitled, "How to Make Things." If the children follow

these suggestions. they will have cardboard models of

things found in and about the homes of pioneers.

It-seems to the writer that this is one of the best

books examined because all information is connected with

some incident in the lives of the settlers. Few characters

are introduced. ~hese characters are referred to again
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and again. Few new concepts are introduced in each chapter.

These new concepts are explained imrnedia tely following the ir

introduction either by means of an old concept, by an illus­

tration, or by a narrative.

Another recently written book, Smiling Hill Farm,12

was examined. The book is written to interest third grade

children in the study of pioneer history.

This book describes the coming of the Wayne family

by covered wagon from their old home in Virginia to their

new home near Spring Mill Park in Indiana. The author,

who was a member of this family, writes its history in

three parts from 1817 to 1937.

In part one, she relates incidents in the lives of

her ancestors from 1817 to 1823. She tells about the clear-

ing of the land, the bUilding and furnishing of the home,

the hunting for and raising of food, the preparation of

material for and the making of clothing, the new neighbors,

a pioneer wedding, the loud school, and the children in the

family growing up.

The next part of the book describes the period from

1847 to 1857. It tells of the improvements in roads,

12 Miriam E. Mason, Smiling Hill ~'arm (New York:
Ginn and Company, 1937).



methods of travel, early trains, furnishings in the new

home, and the later schools. 'J.'he last part from 1935 to

1937 tells of the present new brick home on the same hill

and of the modern ways of living ona farm.

The book is written in narrative-descriptive style.

The characters are introduced early in the book. Direct

discourse is skillfully used to break up long explanatory

or descriptive parts. The chapters are short, usually a

page and a half or two pages in length. Quiet humor char­

acterizes the book. There are many beautiful illustrations

throughout the entire book. There are no teaching helps

listed.

The writer feels that this is a good book because

the author has written about real characters and customs.

The book promotes a personal enjoyment to the reader espe­

cially if he is familiar with Spring Mill Park and its

Vicinity. The comparisons of ways of living, among the

three generations described in the book, emphasizes how

improvements in machinery have made easier living con­

ditions for the farmers of today.

The books examined show that the authors have in-

vestigated children's interests relative to the various

content subjects. A few worth-while concepts have been

introduced at a time. The vocabulary is simple and
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adapted to the grade placement of the particular book. The

style of writing used is largely determined by the content

subject.
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CHAPTER IV

CONCLUSIONS

After reading the opinions of authorities in the

field of social studies and examining several types of

books used as sources in the content sUbjects, the writer

reached certain conclusions in regard to the preparation

of her book. It should be written in narrative-descriptive

style. Characters should be used as centers of interest

around which the narration and description would be woven.

Direct discourse should be used to break up long descrip-

tive parts. Whenever possible, stories should be added

to explain parts and add interest. Such stories should

be authentic enough to have been found in a history of

early Terre Haute or Vigo County or related by some re­

liable' person. The chapters should be short. There should

be few new concepts introduced at a time. They should be

worth-while and explained in the material immediately fol­

lowing their introduction. All sentences should be short.

The vocabulary should be simple enough for a third grade

child to read. It should be patterned more or less after

the two last books described in chapter three.

With these points in mind, the writer proceeded to

wri te a history of early Terre Haute, for third grade chil­

dren in narrative-descriptive style.
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CHAPTER I

TEE LAND

Close your eyes and imagine that you are going on

a long journey to the place where Terre Haute now stands.

You are going back to the time when there were no streets,

no houses, nor schools in our city. ~ou are going to the

time when there was only the Wabash River with woods along

its bank.

The trees in the woods were very tall. Their

branches were thick. The sunlight could not come through

the thick branches. So it was always shady in the big

woods. The ground was damp and the woods were cool even

in the hot summer.

Wild fruits grew on Some of the trees. Nuts grew

on others. Berries grew on small bushes. Wild grapes

grew on vines that hung from the trees. Even wild vege­

tables could be found here and there in the woods.

Many animals lived in the big woods. ~here were

small animals such as rabbits, squirrels, minks, and

chipmunks. 'l'here were large animals such as beavers,

wolves, foxes, bears, buffaloes, and deer. There'was

plenty of food for all the animals to eat. ~hey ate the

nuts, berries, roots, bark, wild fruits, and vegetables.
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Sometimes the larger animals ate the smaller ones.

In the summer many birds came to live in the big

woods. They liked the big trees. The birds found wild

fruits and insects to eat. They built their nests,

The calls of the animals and the singing of the

birds could be heard in the big woods. The whispering o~

the leaves, when the winds rocked the branches of the trees,

could be heard, too. They seemed to say, 'ISh, sh, we are

all happy in the woods. Sh, sh. we are 01!lS happy family

living together in the big woods."

Narrow trails could be found here and there. These

trails were made by the animals walking through the woods

on their way to the river for a drink of water. Every

morning and every evening the big animals went for a drink.

Sometimes on hot days, they swam in the cool water. The

smaller animals followed the same trails to get a drink of

water.

There were prairies near the big woods. A prairie

is flat land where no trees grow. Only tall grass grew on

the prairie.

Small creeks flowed across these prairies to the

river. The. creeks made the land rich. On this rich land

the grass grew so tall that a man could stand up in the

prairie grass. and not be seen.
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This was the way the land looked around ~erre Haute

many years ago.

There was a little Indian boy whose name was Joceo. l

He lived in an Indian village to the north of the big woods.

Sometimes he tramped over the animal trails looking for

rabbits. He carried a bow and arrow.

The little rabbits saw Joceo with their big round

eyes. They gave a quick stamp with their big hind feet.

Then all the other rabbits heard this stamp with their long

sharp ears. Joceo walked quietly along the path. All of

the little rabbits sat very still in the bushes so that

the Indian boy would not see them.

The woods were dark. Strange sounds came to his

ears. Joceo was not afraid. He was taught to be brave.

He loved the woods. He had learned the meanings of the

sounds he heard.

Joceo knew about the trees. He knew the trees that

gave him hickory nuts and walnuts in the fall. In the

spring. he knew the maple tree that gave him a sweet sap

for maple sugar. ~hese trees were his friends. They gave

him foods to eat. He was not afraid in the big woods with

his friends. the trees.

I Pronounced J~d-eo

'''.._----------------



38

"Twang" went his bow and arrow. A little gray

squirrel fell out of the tree.

Joceo picked up the gray squirrel. He put it over

his shoulder. He carried it home. How proud he was be­

cause he had killed a squirrel. How glad his mother would

be because he brought home food for the family.

I:
I



CHAPTER II

LIFE IN OUIATENO

Joceo belonged to the Wea Indian tribe and his

people lived in Ouiateno. l This village was on a high

bank of the river on the spot where the Terre Haute Water

Works now stands. The Indian name, OUiateno, meant Rising

Sun. This name was a good one. From this place, the

Indians c'ould see the s un rise and could see it se t, too.

The Wea Indians lived in cabins. 00me of them were

made of logs covered with bark. Some of them were poles

stuck in the ground and tied together at the top. These

were also covered with bark. Such houses were not very

warm when the winter winds blew and the snows drifted

about them.

The Indian men went hunting every day that they did

not go to war. They shot rabbits, squirrels, bUffaloes,

deer, and wild turkeys for food. They trapped beavers,

wolves, foxes, and minks for their fur.

The Indian women cleaned the animals. ~hey saved

the meat for food. They used the skins to make rugs, blan­

kets, and clothing. The finest skins were saved. ~hese

1 .., I'
Pronounced W8-au-ten-o
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would be used to trade with other Indians for beads, blan­

kets, or cloth.

The .Indian women made all of the clothing for the

family. First they took the hair off of the skin. Then

they rubbed the skin to make it soft. Then the oomen cut

out a skirt or dress with a sharp stone •

The skins were sewed with a bone needle. The thread

used in sewing was a thin strip of skin from an animal.

Sometimes the Indian women found small pebbles on the bank

of the river and colored these with dyes made from the

juices of plants. They sewed pebbles on the clothing for

trimming. The Indians thought they made a pretty trimming.

All of the men and boys dressed alike. They wore

short skirts. They painted the rest of their bodies. The

paint came from the juices of plants. Sometimes they wore

feathers in thair hair.

The girls dressed like their mothers. They wore

long dresses of skins. They were often trimmed with pretty

pebbles.

Both men and women wore moccasins on their feet.

The women made the moccasins. They were made of skins.

The sewing was done with strips of skin. Moccasins were

trimmed with pretty beads.

The Indian mothers were not as careful about clean­

ing meat as our moth~rs are today. Sometimes they left
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some of the fur on the meat. An Indian boy or girl did

not think it strange to be eating a piece of meat and find

that he had fur or feathers in his mouth. He spit it out

and went on eating.

All of the cooking was done over a campfire. The

Indian mothers found large stones. They heated them in

the fire. Water was poured into a clay pot. The hot

stones were put into the pot. Then pieces of meat, wild

carrots, turnips, or any other ve.getables were put into

the pot, too. This made a soup for the family.

The women planted the crops. They raised maize or

corn in the level fields near the village. From the corn,

a meal was made. They used meal to make bread.

When Indian women baked bread, they heated other

large stones. They made a dough by mixing corn meal and

water.' They spread the dough on the hot stones and placed

them near the fire. The Indians liked this kind of bread.

The sap came up in the maple trees in the spring.

Indian women knew how to cut a hole in the tree so that

the sap would flow out. This sap was caught in clay jars.

It was boiled over a campfire until it became thick. This

made syrup. If the sap was cooked for a longer time, it

became sugar. ~his was the only kind of sugar that the

Indians had.

The Indian women went to the woods and gathered all
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1 kinds of wild fruits and berries in the summer. The y
'/

,,[ found wild cherries t grapes,' raspberries p blackberries,

and gooseberries. These were eaten raw. The Indians had

plenty to eat in the summer.

Hickory nuts and walnuts were gathered in the fall.

Some of these were saved for food during the winter. Then

food was scarce.

The women not only made all of the clothing and pre­

pared the food but also made all of the dishes and pots that

were used. The pots were made of clay. This clay was found

on the bank of the Wabash River. The women mixed the clay

with water. They molded and shaped the pots. Then they

put them in the sun to dry. When the pots were dry, the

mothers put them in the fire. They were baked until they

were very hard. Then the pots would hold water.

'Gourds were used for dishes. The women found gourds

growing wild in the woods. They brought some large ones

back to the village. They cut one side away leaving a

cup-shaped gourd with a handle. These made good drin~ing

cups.

Life in Quiateno was not easy. There was work for

everyone.

Even little children were taught to work. They

helped the mother find food in the woods. They helped

gather the maize in the late summer.
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Indian children were taught to be brave. too. They

did not often cry. They were ashamed to.cry. Sometimes

hanging from a tree near where the mother worked was an

Indian cradle in which a little baby stayed. Often the

smoke from the camp fire got into the baby's eyes. No one

paid any attention to this. Little Indian babies were

taught to stand such things bravely. This was one of the

child's early lessons.



CHAPTER III

INDIAN CUSTOMS

All Indian boys looked forward to the day when they

would become braves. When an Indian boy was eighteen years

of age. he was old enough to become a brave. His face was

blackened. Then he went to the woods. In the woods a

little hut of bushes or weeds had been built for him. Here

he stayed for six days without anything to eat or drink.

This was to show that he could stand hardships.

The boy's father went on a hunt while the boy was

in the little house in the woods. After the father had

found enough food. he invited the neighbors to a feast.

The father and friends went for the boy. They brought him

home and put him in cold water. 1'hey shaved his head ex--

cept for a little spot on top. Then all the men sat down

to eat.

After the feast, the boy was given a looking-glass

and a bag of red paint. He was told that he was a brave.

Now he could sit in council and go to war. This made him

very happy.

An9ther custom that these Indians followed was that

of adoption. Adoption means to take someone into a home

and care for him and love him as if he was a real member
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owned. After the ceremony was over, however, the friend

did not have to live with the Indian family unless he wanted

to do so. The reason that someone was adopted to take the

place of a dead member ws,s because the Indians believed

another member of the family would die if this was not done.

When a woman died, the warriors did not tell of

their deeds. Friends of the dead woman came. Her best

friend was chosen to be adopted into the family. A fa~orite

game of the dead woman was played. This custom was followed
i
II in adopting men not so important in the tribe.
~ ~ .
<,
,I
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i; Little children were adopted,. too. lIifany Indians
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adopted white children. If the white child's parents were

killed in a fight with the Indians or if the parents were

frightened away from their homes, the Indians carried off

the children. The white child was brought back to the

village. There it was cared for by the Indian mother.

She gave it food to eat. She gave it a place to sleep.

She made it clothing like the Indian children wore.

Most Indians were kind to the white children they

adopted. They learned to love them as much as if they

had been their own. The white children learned to love

their Indian mothers and fathers. They learned to love

their Indian brothers and sisters. They were happy living

as the Indians lived. They soon forgot their own families.

Very often they did not want to go back and live with



CHAPTER IV

THE VISITORS

One day in early spring, Joceo looked up the river

and saw many canoes coming around the bend of the river.

"Look," he called to his father and pointed toward

the river.

The men of the village ran down to the bank. They

saw many canoes. In the canoe s were Indians 8.nd white men.

The white men had hair growing on their faces while the

Indians did not have hair on their faces. The white men

looked strange to little Joceo.

Joceo's father was the chief or head of the tribe.

He made signs to the Indians in the canoes. Then they

made. signs to him. Joceo knew that the signs meant that

the visitors were friendly, The canoes came close to the

bank. The men got out and pUlled the canoes out of the

water. All of the men walked to the village.

Joceo followed his father into their house. He

helped his father gather together a large pile of skins

that they had been saving from the winter trapping seAson.

They carried their skins outside where other men had broug~

the ir skins, .

The visitors were from the village of Ouitenonl

1 I •• v \J IPronounced ~-a-te-non
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located on the Wabash River between the present towns of

Attica and Lafayette. They had brought beautiful blue

cloth and beads to trade for the £urs. The men bargained

back and forth. Joceo liked to see the men as they made

signs to each other, He stood back holding his father's

skins and watching. One white man had a beautiful string

of blue and red beads. Joceo knew that his mother would

like to have them. He wished that he might have had some

furs to trade so that he could get them for her.

Joceors father finally saw the red and blue beads.

He wanted them, too. The chief came over to where Joceo

stood holding the furs. He took a beautiful skin of soft

mink. The white man shook his head. Then the chief found

another skin of soft mink. The white man still shook his

head. Joceo wished with all his heart that the white man

would trade with his father.

At last. the chief took three skins of the beautiful

soft furs and the white man traded for the lovely red and

blue beads. The father brought the beads over to his son.

He put them in the boy's hand.

"Squaw." he said and Joceo knew that the beads were

for his mother.

Other white men came up to see the furs the chief

had to trade. When the father went back to his cabin, he

had blankets that were not made of skins but of soft warm
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cloth. He had other blue cloth. ~here was a great black

pot that could be used for cooking. It was not made of

clay. It was made of iron. ~hen there were the beautiful

red and blue beads. Joceo knew that his father had made

a good trade.

The visitors were to spend the night in the little

village. Joceo knew that they would tell stories about

strange lands and people. He was anxious for night to

come. The men would si t around t-he big bonfire. He would

sit back with the women and other children and listen to

their stories. Joceo loved to hear these stories.

Joceo felt hungry. He walked to his father's cabin

to see what his mother was cooking for the evening meal.



CHAPTER V

Joceo's mother was making soup. He smelled it as

he neared the cabin. She had made a small fire behind the

house and was bending over a large clay kettle as she

cooked.

"Gourds," said his mother as he came in sight.

Joceo went inside the house and brought out a gourd for

each member of his family.

"More," she said.

Then Joceo knew that they would have guests for

the evening meal.

Joceo was still carrying the red and blue beads.

He gave them to his mother.

'"Ugh, ugh," she said.

Joceo knew that she liked them. He saw her hide

the beads in an empty clay jar in one corner of their

cabin.

Presently his father came with two Indians and

three white men. Joceo learned from his mother that the

white men were Frenchmen. They had come from across the

aea. Then they had followed lakes and rivers buying furs

from the Indians. Their furs .would be taken back to their
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own country. Joceo remembered that several times a year

these white men had come to trade with his pe ople • Then

the y had gone away and he would not see any white men for

a long time.

The men sat around the big clay kettle and dipped

their gourds into the hot soup drinking it greedily.

Joceo sat back with the children hoping that there would

be some soup left for him. Still he would not mind if he

did not have enough to eat that night. He was anxious to

hear the stories.

At last, the men finished eating and walked away.

Joceo's mother went up to the kettle and the children fol­

lowed. She had made plenty of soup. So there was enough

for the children to eat. But Joceo did not eat much that

night. He wanted to go to the bonfire. He was not as

hungry'as he had thought.

In an open space to the north of the little village.

the men were bUilding a large bonfire. When the women and

children arrived, the braves were seated around it smoking

a long pipe. This pipe was called a Peace Pipe. When

Indians smoked a Peace Pipe, it showed that they were all

friends •

Joceo sat Some distance back from the men with his

mother. He wished that he might sit in the circle. Some
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day, he woUld be the chief and sit in the best place as

head of the tribe.

One of the visiting Indians was standing in the

circle. There was no noise except the rustling of the

leaves of the nearby forest. The boy knew that the Indian

was going to tell a story. Joceo loved to hear these

stories. He crept a little closer toward the fire so that

he might hear better.

Just the one Indian stood up. He raised his arms

high into the air and said, "We have come from the land of

our brothers, the Pottawatomies, who live on the shores of

the great lake. They told us this story."

"The Great Spirit made the world. He filled it

with people. He gave them food to eat. He gave them a

place to live. The Great Spirit wanted the people to

thank H'im for all of the good things that He had given them.

"The people were wicked. They would not raise their

eyes from the ground to thank Him for anything.

"Finally the Great Spirit became angry with the

people. He threw them into a great lake. Everything was

drowned. From the lake he .drew out one man. This man was

young and handsome. There was no one else on earth. The

young man was lonesome. The Great Spiri t was ,-sorry for

him. He sent the man a sister.
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"After many years, the young man had a dream. He

dreamed that five young men would come to their home that

night to visit the sister. The Great Spirit told the man

that the sister must not answer or even look up and smile

at the first four but she should show the fifth one that

she was pleased with him. He told his sister of the dream.

"That night the first stranger, who was tobaeco,

came. When the sister would not smile, he died. The sec­

ond, pmnpkin, came and the same thing happened to him. The

third was melon and the fourth was bean. They also died.

The fifth was Montaminl Which was corn. The sister made

him welcome. They were married. Montamin buried the

other four visitors. From their graves grew tobacco, mel­

ons, and all the different kinds of beans. The children

of the sister and Montamin were the first Indians."

'The warriors grunted. They liked the story. Then

Joceo saw his father arise. He would tell a story that

the boy had heard before but no matter how many times the

story had been told, Joceo always liked to hear it.

"The Shawnees. our neighbors to the south, tell

this story about the end of the world," said the chief.

"Many years ago, there were a great number of
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Shawnees. They camped together on a prairie. At night

half of them went to sleep while the other half stayed

awake. One night those who were awake left the sleepers

and went toward the sun rise. When the others, who had

been sleeping awoke, they went toward the sun set. Then

. there were two nations, the Shawnees and the Kickapoos.

"Before they became two nations, these Indians en­

joyed many favors and could do many things that other

people could not do. They had much food. They could even

walk on water. At one time, they were supposed to have

crossed the great ocean by w~lking. The medicine men of the

tribe could bring people to life who had been dead for six

hours.

"As two nations, the Indians could no longer do all

these things. One day, however, when the ones who have

.gone toward the sun rise meet the ones who have gone toward

the sunset, the world will come to an end."

The chief sat down in the circle. There were no more

stories that night. Some of the young men began to dance.

Around and around the fire, they danced. Their bodies made

queer shadows as they moved. Joceo watched those shadows.

Some day he would dance and tell stories with the men.

He felt some one touch him on the arm. He was

thinking of all the things that he would be able to do when

he had become a man. But his mother was telling him to
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follow her to their cabin. The men would dance in the

firelight but he must go to bed. He wished he were a man

so that he would not have to go to bed.



CHAPTER VI

THE STORY OF LENA

Joceo awoke early the next morning. He hurried out

of the cabin to see the visitors. They had gone. Joceo

was sorry. He sat down on the bank of the river looking

toward the bend from which the visitors had come. He wished

that he was old enough to be a brave. He wanted to travel

up and down the land, to sit in me~tings and tell stories,

to dance and to go to war.

Someone came up behind him. He turned quickly.

There stood Lena, a white girl, who had been adopted by one

of the warriors into their tribe. Everyone loved Lena.

Joceo had often wondered if all white people were as kind

as she.

Lena sat down beside Joceo.

"Did you see the white men?" he asked.

"Yes," answered the girl, "but they were Frenchmen.

I am English. Frenchmen come to get furs and go away but

my people come to stay."

"Do you ever wish to see your people?11 asked Joceo.

"No,11 she answered. 111 do not remember any of my

people and my adopted father is very kind to me. I do not

want to leave him. Some day I shall marry an Indian brave
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and live here always. No, I never want to go back to live

with white people."

As they were talking, a canoe came swiftly around

the bend of the river. A strange In-dian wa.s paddling it.

He stopped near the bank where Lena and Joceo were sitting.

He pUlled the canoe out of the water and walked swiftly

toward the m.

Joceo and Lena knew that he was from another tribe.

He was dressed in a rich Indian c0stume and carried a bow

and arrow. He wore eagle feathers in his hair. From his

belt hung his tomahawk and scalping knife. There was a

deerskin thrown over his shoulders. He was tall and straight.

The stranger made signs to the two sitting on the

bank. He wanted to be treated as a friend. Then he came

up to them and asked Lena to take him to her father's house.

~he two walked away leaving Joceo sitting on the bank.

Lenals father was sitting in his cabin. Vfuen he

saw the young Indian with Lena, he got up quickly and be­

gan shouting in loud words. Lena knew that he was very

angry. The young Indian was from a tribe that had made

war on the people of this Village.

The young man stepped back and fitted an arrow in

his bow. The older man raised his tomahawk and started

toward the other one. Before he could reach the stranger,

Lena stepped between the two of them. She put her hand on
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the arm of her father.

"My father, touch not the stranger. He only asks

for food and a place to sleep," said Lena. "Did you ever

refuse a man that? He is an enemy but he is a stranger.

He is tired and needs rest. He wants food and water. Did

you ever drive a stranger from your house?"

The older man dropped the tomahawk and asked the

stranger his name.

"My name is Nemo,"l said the stranger. "I bring a

message fl.'om a great chief. Read the wampum sheIla."

Indians used wampum shells for money and also to

send messages on. 'llhe older: man took the shells. On

some of these, there were pictures of a pale-face walking

toward the rising sun. This meant that the white people

were going east. On another shell, the stranger was shown

leading the pale-face toward the east. There was also the

likeness of a great chief. The father knew that the stran­

ger had come to take all white people east to the ir real

fathers and mothers.

Lena listened. She knew that she was a pale-face.

She could not remember her white people. She did not want

to leave.

1 Pronounoed Ne-mo'
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sister's and my face is not so dark, is that why I must

go?"

"It is. You are not an Indian. I saved you from

being eaten by wild ani~als. I made you my child. I love

you as if you were my own but I must let you go."

There were tears in the eyes of all of the people

in the Village as Nemo helped Lena in his canoe and paddled

toward the south. 1ena was going away forever. The White

men had fought a war. They had won. In the treaty that

fOllowed the war, one part said that the Indians must give

up all white people living in their Villages.

All white people were to be taken east and relatives

and friends would come to the place and take them home.

Some white people were happy to get back to their own

people. Others, like Lena, were sad.

As Nemo and Lena rode along in the canoe, they

learned to love each other. At night. Nemo spread his deer­

skin over Lena while she slept. If a wild animal came near

their camp-fire, Nemo shot it so that it would not hurt

Lena.

After (lays of travel, the two came in sight of the

vill~ge. Some of Lena's relatives claimed her there. They

took her home with them. They gave her good food to eat.

They mad~ he~. ne~dr~sses 0+ pretty cloth. They taught her
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about God.

All the time Lena was remembering her Indian father.

She thought about Nemo, too. She wanted to go back to live

with the red men. She wanted to see all of the people in

the Indian village. Two years passed by. She still re­

membered her old home.

One day all of the people in the village in the east

were very frightened. An Indian came in sight. He was tall

and straight and wore an eagle feather in his hair. Lena

saw the Indian. She ran to meet him. It was Nemo.

Lena was eighteen years of age now. Al though the

laws in the place where she lived said that a white person

could not marry an Indian. the laws did not keep her from

loving him. She was old enough to make up her mind and to

do as she pleased. That night while her own family was

sleeping. Lena and Nemo ran away.

They ran very fast into the dark night. vfuen morn­

ing came, it was too late for her relatives to overtake

them. Lena and Nemo were married as the Indians marry by

praying to The Great Spirit and telling Him that they will

have faith and love each other alwaus. Then the two

traveled on. For many days, they traveled. One day, they

found an old moccasin.

NemO picked it up and cried. "'Miami:"





CHAPTER VII

JOCEO BECOMES CHIEF

Several years passed by. J'oceo became a man and

was made a brave. How happy he was to know that he could

go to war. How glad he was to sit in council with the

other men of his tribe.

Joceo's father was getting old. He could not see

as well as he did when he was young. Often he missed when

he shot at a squirrel with his bow and arrow. He became

tired when the men of the tribe went on long marches to

get food.

The old chief called all the men of the tribe to-

gether. They sat in a circle on the ground. The chief

stood in the center. He raised his arms. All of the men

were still. The Old chief spoke.

"My bravest" he said. "I am getting old. My step

is not so swift. My eyes a.re not so bright. You need a

young chief to lead you into battle."

"Comet my son," he said turning to Joceo. rtyou

will make a good chief for our tribe. Your foot is swift.

'Your eye is sharp. Come, my son, I give you to my people

to be their leader."

All of the men were glad to have Joceo for their
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leader. ~hey gave a glad shout. fhey gave the new chief

presents. One present was a suit of clothes. One was a

long string of beads to wear around his neck. another

present was a cap of fe~thers to wear in his hair. Joceo

was proud to be chief. lle was proud of his new things.

Joceo soon learned that it was not easy to be a

chief. As the years went by a change was taking place

in the country around Ouiateno. More white people were

coming into the country near the Wabash River. These

white men were not French traders who came for furs and

left. They were Englishmen who came here to live and to

make their homes.

As more people came, the food became scarcer. 'l'he

deer and buffaloes would not live where so many people

made their homes. At times, the Indians found it hard to

Joeeo remembered his father had traded three skins for a

string of beads. Now the Englishmen wanted five or six

skins for their beads.

Joceo decided to move his people to another place.

All of the Indian women loaded their cooking pots, blan­

kets of cloth and skins, and food into canoes. Many

aanoes of Wea Indians went up the Wabash River. The Wea
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Indians tried to find a place to live where there were no

white people. They wanted to find a place where there was

a good hunting ground.

Here and there along the river bank, the y saw log

cabins. Sometimes there was only one. Sometimes there

were many. For several days, the Indians paddled their

canoes up the river.

At last Joceo said, "It is not any better here. We

had better go back home. There we have our cabins. Here

we do not have a place to sleep."

The Indians paddled their canoes down the river.

After several days, they came in sight of their own vil­

lage. All the Indians were glad to be back in their homes.

The first white settlers Who came to live on the

banks of the Wabash River did not build their cabins near

each other. Some Quilt them to the north of OUiateno.

Others built their cabins to the south. Each year, however,

more and more White people came here to live. As more came

and built cabins, they began liVing closer and closer to­

gether o

Joceo saw that the white men were taking more and

IPore of the hunting grounds away from the Ind.ians. Some

settlera had aut down the trees in the big woods to use in

bUilding their cabins. If the white people cut down all of"
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the trees, none of the animals would stay there. The ani­

mals gave the Indians food. Their skins gave the Indians

clothing and blankets. Joceo saw that something had to be

done.

He called his braves together.

"Braves," he said, "white p~ople are taking our

lands away from us. They are living on the north of us.

They are living on the south of us. They are going into the

big woods. ~hey are cutting down the trees and killing the

animals that are our food. They are driving the pig ani­

mals away. Deer and buffaloes will not live where there

are many people. What shall we do?"

"Let us kill the white people," said one brave.

"We can kill some of them and drive the others back to

their homes in the east. When they hear that many have

been killed, it will make the white people in the east

afraid. Then other white people will not come to live

here. We shall have the hunting ground for ourselves."

"Ugh, ugh." cried all of the braves.

The warriors went into their cabins. They put war

paint on their faces. ~hey put their scalping knives in

their belts. The Indians carried their bows and arrows.

They were ready to make war on the white settlers.

The Indians went into the settlers l cabins. ~hey
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killed many people. ~hey drove many white people away

from their homes.

One ,of the families which lived near Ouiateno was

the Shannons. A band of, Indians went to their home. ~hey

killed the mother and father. They killed two little girls

and the baby. Another child had a blue ribbon on her hair.

~he Indians did not kill her because she had a blue ribbon

on her hair.

Blue was the color that the' lPrenchmen wore. 'llhe

Ind ians I ike d the b're nch • The y wan te d to be fr iends wi th

them. The Indians thought the child was F,rench. ~.l,lhey were

afraid to kill the child because they thought the French

would be angry with them.

Another family living near the Indian village was

the Dixon family. They lived to the south near Honey Creek.

The Indians came to their cabin to kill them. The Dixons

were saying their prayers. All of the family were kneeling

on the floor. ~he Indians became afraid when they saw what

the Dixons were doing. ~hey went away. As they left, they

said, "Great Spitit."

The white people in this cabin were not killed.

White settlers kept coming to make their homes near

the Wabash River even if the Indians did kill many of them.

The white settlers liked the rich land. Joceo and his i

warriors coumd not keep them from coming.



CHAPTER VIII

~HE NORTHW~ST TERRITORY

The land around ~erre Haute was a part of a large

piece of land known as the Northwest ~erritory. At one

time the Northwest 'l'erri tory belonged to ]lrance. Later it

belonged to England.

England sent soldiers into the Northwest ~erritory.

The soldiers built forts to protect themselves and the

other people who lived on the land. 'llhe fort had four high

walls made of logs. The logs were placed close together.

There was just one gate into the fort. ~his was so that

no one could get inside unless he went in through the gate.

BlOckhouses were usually built on the two opposite

corners of the fort. ~hey were small rooms built higher

than the walls of the fort. Because the blockhouses were

high, the soldiers in the fort took turns watching in them

for signs of danger. If they saw something wrong, they

fired a gun. This meant that all the people should come

inside of the fort. There they were usually safe from

danger.

The leader of the soldiers was called a captain. He

. made the laws for' the other soldiers. Sometimes he made

laws for the people living outside of the fort, too.
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One fort was built on the bank of the Wabash Riyer

near the town of Vincennes. It was built there because

at that time Vincennes was the largest town in the North­

west Territory.

The land to the east of the Northwest Territory

along the Atlantic Ocean belonged .to the United States of

America. The land to the south was a part of the United

States, too. It was called Kentucky. The people who lived

in the United States were called Americans.

Many Americans moved into the Northwest ~erritory.

When they saw the fine land, they were glad that they had

come there to make their homes. They did not like one

thing about it. Vfuen they moved west, they were living on

land that belonged to England. They were ruled by the

English captains in the forts. They wished that the North­

west Territory was.a part of the United States.

One man, who wanted the Northwest Territory to be

8 part of the United States, was George Rogers Clark. He

lived in Kentucky. Clark organized an army of pioneer men

in Kentucky. He led the army to Vincennes. He planned to

make war on the English fort at Vincennes. If he could win

the war, it would mean that all of the Northwest Territory

would belong;to the United States.

SOme of the people who lived in Vincennes wanted
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the land to belong to England. The French people who lived

there did not care to whom the land belonged. Besides these

people, there were Indians. The Indians did not want any

white people to own the .land. The captain of the fort at

Vincennes had a hard time ruling over all of these different

pe ople •

It was winter time when George Rogers Clark and his

army arrived at Vincennes. The soldiers did not have warm

clothes to wear. They had to march through the icy waters

of the river. Some of them were cold and tired. Their

guns were old and many of the soldiers had only clubs with

which to fight. Still George Rogers Clark wanted to make

war on the English fort at Vincennes.

Near the town, George Rogers Clark saw a young

hunter who was shooting ducks. He sent the hunter back to

the English captain with a note. It told the Americans in

Vincennes to stay in their houses. The Englishmen were to

c;ome out and fight.

In the mean time, boats full of guns and powder came

for the American soldiers to use for fighting. Each man

got anew gun. George Rogers Clark ga'tte orders. The men

marched toward the English fort. There was a battle.

Many Eilgl.;ishmen were killed. Only one or two of Clark's men

were hurt.
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they could still worship God as they pleased. He said that

they could live just as always in their own homes. The

French people trusted Father Gibault. They believed that

he knew what was best fo·r them so they became Americans.

Francis Vigo was another man who helped George

Rogers Clark and America. He was ,a rich man. Francis

Vigo had been 'born in Spain. He had come to America when

he was a young man. He had made his money trading for furs.

George Rogers Clark needed supplies for his army.

Francis Vigo loaned money to George Rogers Clark to buy

supplies. Clark said that the United States would repay

the money that he had loaned. But the United States did

not do this during the lifetime of Francis Vigo and he

died a poor man.

Terre Haute is in Vigo County. Vigo County was

named for Francis Vigo. At one time, he came to Terre

Haute. The people in the town had a big parade. Francis

Vigo rode in the parade. He was greatly pleased by the

honor which was shown him.

Francis Vigo said that if the government did repay

him that he would give five hundred dollars to buy a bell

for the court house in Terre Haute. Years afterwards, the

government paid his relatives. They kept the promise which

Francis Vigo had made. A bell and a 'clock were bought for
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the court house tower in Terre Haute. They are in the

tower to this very day. This lettering can be found inside

the tower:

BY HIS WILL $500 OF THE COST OF THIS BELL

WERE PRESENTED BY FRAl~C IS VIGO TO VIGO

COUNTY, IND., A. D~ 1887

William Henry Harrison became the ruler of this new

country. He was called the governor. A large brick house

was built for him in the town of Vincennes. Many men came

to his house to see him about the new country. He treated

his guests well. Francis Vigo often spent the night in

this house.

The house is still standing in Vincennes. People

may go through it and see the rooms in which many well

known men of long ago spent the night.

There were ~till many unfriendly Indians in the

Northwest Territory. They did not like the white people

who came to live in the new country. They did not like

the governor, William Henry Harrison. Yet they were afraid

of him. ~hey knew that he was a good fighter and that he

had many men to help him fight if,they should make war on

him.

Harrison's home was near the bank of the Wabash

River. He was afraid that sometime the Indians would come
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into his home to kill him. So he always kept a boat hidden

on the river bank. There was a secret way to get from his

house to the river. In case of trouble, he could always

get away.

One time an Indian did try to kill Harrison. He

was walking across the living room of his home carrying

his baby son in his arms. The Indian shot at him through

a closed shutter that covered a window. Neither Harrison

nor his little son was hurt. The bullet hole can still be

seen in the shutter of the old Harrison home.



CHAPTER IX

TROUBLE WITH THE IlmIAl~S

"I have killed twelve deer."

"I have killed thirteen,"

Tecumseh was an Indian chief. One day an Indian

warrior asked Tecumseh to make a bet with him. He said

that ellch warrior in his tribe could kill as many deer in

three days hunting as ~ecumseh. The chief took the bet.

The next morning all of the warriors started out.

Three days went by. Then the women in the village saw the

warriors returning.

"Ughl ugh~TT said one.

Another came in sight.

he said.

As he spoke, Tecumseh came up. He could scarcely

walk because he had so many skins over his shoulders.

"Here are thirty deerskins," he said putting them

on the ground.

Tecumseh won the bet.

Tecumeeh saw that the white people were taking the

land away from the Indians. He went from Village to vil­

lage talking with the Indians. He wanted all of them to

make war on the white settlers liVing in the Northwest

Territory. Tecumseh planned to have one time when all

Indians in all parts of the land should drive the settlers
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back to the country along the ocean~ He thought that this

would make the white people afraid and that they would not

send settlers into the Northwest Territory.

The gove rnor, William Henry Harrison, heard about

Tecumseh's plan. He started to build forts along the banks

of the Wabash River. If the Indi~ns did make war on the

settlers, then they could go inside these forts and be safe.

Harrison led his army along the banks of the Wabash

River. He planned to build a fort on the ground where the

Elk's Country Club is today.

One night Harrison and his men camped on this spot.

He told some of the soldiers to guard the camp. He sent

othe rs into the woods to shoot small animals so that the

soldiers would have something to eat. Still others were

sent to a little cabin nearby to try to buy some corn.

The men walked over to the settler's cabin. fJ.1hey

knocked at the door. A woung man came to the door.

"Who is there?" he asked.

"We are soldiers .. " they answered.

a fort on the bank of the Wabash River.

some corn?"

"Come in, men," said the young man. "I have plenty

of corn. I can sell you all that you want."

"How'long have you lived here?" asked the soldiers.
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"About a year," he answe re d. "I came from Vincennes."

"We have just come from Vincennes," the soldiers

told him•. "What is your name?l1

"My name is Joseph Liston."

The soldiers and Joseph Liston talked about the

people of Vincennes. ~hey told him the news of things that

had happened since he had left the town. 'l'hey' had a good

time talking together. Finally Joseph Liston brought out

seve ral baske ts of fine corn. He was ver y proud of it.

The soldiers took all that he brought out. They' gave him

a piece of money in return for the corn. Joseph Liston

turned the money over and over in his hand and looked at it.

l1It is not often that we see money up here," he said.

l1,Mos t of the time we use animal skins fa r mone y. TI

The men put the baskets of corn on their shoulders

and started back to camp.

"If any Indians come to your cabin, come over to the

fort that we are bUilding." the soldiers told Joseph Liston.

"We are bUilding this fort to protect the settlers from

the Indians."

It was dark when the men got back to camp. Some o~

the soldiers had built a large bonfire. ~wo men were sit­

ting on the ground with heaYy blankets wrapped about them.

"What is the matter with yoU?l1' asked one of the
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soldiers.

"We went across a little creek to the south of here.

We found a"bee tree in which there was a great deal of

honey. We cut it down. ~hen we put" a pole through the

hollow center. We carried the pole on our shoulders. Vfuile

crossing the creek, we slipped on some stones and fell into

the water. Most of the honey" went into the creek. We

tasted the water and it was very sweet. The creek should

be named Honey Creek. 1l

All of the men laughed. IlLet us call the creek

Honey Creek, then,1l they said. Since that time the creek

south of Terre Haute has always had that name.

When the soldiers returned, those who had gone hunt-

ing were cooking squirrels over the fire. There, water was

boiling in a big iron kettle at one side of the fire. 1'he

soldiers dropped some of the ears of corn into the kettle

of boiling water. Vfuen the squirrels and corn were cooked,

the men ate them for supper. The men who had fallen into

the water were dry by this time. All of the men except one

rolled up in their blankets and went to sleep. He stayed

awake to guard the camp.

In the night, a shot rang out. The men woke up.

The soldier who had been left to guard the camp was lying

on the ground. He had been hit by the shot and was hurt.



'79

Harrison knew that the Ind.ians were getting ready

for war. He told his men to wake up and. watch the camp.

As soon as 'it became light enough to see, all of the sol­

diers started to work. they wanted to hurry to build the

fort. The y wante d to ge tit done before the Indians mad.e

war on them. Then the soldiers and the settlers would

have a safe place to stay.

They fimally finished the fort. William Henry

Harrison left some of his men to guard it. He took the

rest with him to meet the Indians.

Vfuen the soldiers met the Indians, they were with

their leader who was the Prophet, the twin brother of

Tecumseh. The Prophet told the Indians that the white

men's guns would not hurt them. They went into battle.

Instead of the Indians hiding behind trees, they stood out

where the white men could easily shoot at them. Many of

them were killed. Those who were left said that the Prophet

had not told them the truth about fighting. They were very

angry at him.

Tecumseh heard about the battle. He had been away

trying to unite the Indians in order to make war on all of

the white settlers at one time. He was sorry that his

brother had led the Indians to war. He was sorry that his

brother ha.d told the Indians a lie, too. He knew that the
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Indians would not trust his brother again. He was afraid

that they might not trust him either. Tecumseh saw that

the battle had been fought too soon. All of the Indians

had not been ready.



CHAPTER X

FORT HARRISON

The battle with the Indians made more settlers want

to move into the new country. General Harrison and his

army came back from the battle by way of the Wabash River.

They went past Fort Harrison, as the new fort near Terre

Haute was called. The men saw the beautiful land along the

river banks. Vfuen they got home, they told their friends

about it. Many people, who heard about the country, moved

here to make their homes.

Captain Taylor was sent to take charge of Fort

Harrison. More soldiers were sent there. Many of them

brought their families. They built log cabins inside the

fort in which to live. People inside the fort had close

neighbors. It was-like living in a little town.

The settlers who came built their cabins outside

of the fort. They did not live close together. If the

Indians made war on the settlers, they would go inside of

the fort to stay until the Indians went away.

One settler built his cabin over a little path.

He .made a back door and a front door in his house. One

day he was surprised to see an Indian open his back door,

walkthrough his house, and go out of the front door. The
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path had been an Indian trail. The settler had not known

this when he built his cabin. The Indian did not like to

have a cabin built over his trail. He would not go around.

the house.

One evening a guard who was on duty heard a loud

cry. He called to the soldiers in the fort. They opened

the gate to see what was the matter. One man, who lived in

the fort, was coming across the prairie driving a huge bear.

He had seen the bear while he was hunting. It was too

large for him to carry if he killed it so he drove the ani­

mal across the prairie to the fort with a long pole. The

men in the fort ran to meet him. They helped him kill the

bear. All of the people had bear meat the next day.

One day two young men who were making hay near Fort

Harrison were shot by Indians. Captain Taylor knew that

there was going to·be trouble. Many of his men were sick.

He waS sick in bed himself but he got up and told the

others that the Indians would probably make war on the fort.

The guard on watch began firing. This told the

people that there was going to be trouble. The settlers

wanted to be safe from the Indians so they came inside of

the fort. They brought food and clothing with them.

Soon there was a loud shout. The blockhouse was

on fire.
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"What shall we do?" cried some of the women. "We

shall be burned alive."

The-men at the fort had dug a well inside of it.

Some of the women began lowering buckets into the well. ~he

older children carried the water to the men who were trying

to put out the fire. When the women raised the buckets out

of the well, they found very little water in them. The

well was almost dry.

Julia Lambert was a brave woman who lived insid_e

of the fort.

"Put a rope about my body and lower me into the

well," she said. rlThen I can fill the buckets with water. IT

At first the women did not want to do this. They

knew that the well water would be cold. They were afraid

that the cold water would make Julia Lambert sick.

ITDo as I say," she said tying a rope around her

waist. "We do not want to be burned. a1ive. IT

The women lowered Julia Lambert into the well. She

took a buc-ket with her. When her body struck the water, it

began to rise. She dipped it out with her bucket and filled

the buckets that were being lowered into the well. Soon the

fire was out.

The women pulled Julia Lambert out of the well. ~ut

she had stood in the cold water so I'ong that she became ill.
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Julia Lambert was never strong after that time. All of the

people in the fort helped take care of her because she had

saved their lives through her bravery.

After the fire was out, the men put large logs in

the hole that had been made in the wall of the fort. The

women and older children helped put powder in the guns so

that the men could shoot at the Indians.

It took a long time to load guns in those days.

The gunpowder was poured into the gun. Then a rod was used

to push the powder back into the gun so that it could be shot.

The men in the fort fired at the Indians. The Indians

shot back. There was a battle. Late in the evening the

Indians stopped shooting. The men in the fort stopped

shooting, too, but they kept their guns ready in case the

Indians made another attack.

In the morning, Captain Taylor found that the Indians

had gone. Only a few men in the fort were hurt. The set­

tlers were glad that the soldiers had driven the Indians

away. 1'hose who lived outside of the fort went back to

their homes.

Stranger,s often came to the fort. Some of them

aame overland by a,overed wagon. So'me of them came on horse­

back. Many times ,a man and his wife would ride on the same

horse. Strangers were, .always weleome at the fort.
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Sometimes a teacher came up the river by boat from

Vincennes. He would stay a few weeks and teach the little

children who lived in the fort. As there was no school

house, he taught them in some settler's cabin. Every set­

tler had a Bible. It was used for a reader.

The fathers of the children had no money to pay the

teacher for teaching their children. He lived in one of

the settler's cabins. They gave him good clothing, guns

or anything that they had. Vihen he left, the parents

either taught the children or waited until another travel­

ing teacher came along. Few people in those days could

read or write.

Sometimes a traveling preacher carne to the fort

and held church services. If the weather was cold, he

would preach in one of the cabins. In the summer, he

preached out-oi-doors. If the services were held at night,

some settler brought a candle. Only one candle was burned

at a time. Candles were hard to make and only a few were

made each year. The settlers were very saving with their

candles.

Many men who came to the fort were fur traders.

They came in boats. They rode up and down the Wabash River

trading with the white people and with the Indians.

One of these fur traders was Curtis Giilibert. One
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night he tied up his boat on the bank of the river not far

from Fort Harrison. He sat on deck writing by the light of

a candle. -He heard a noise. Looking up, he saw an Indian

coming toward him. Curtis Gilbert was afraid but he did

not move. He did not want the Indian to know that he was

afraid.

The Indian rushed at Curtis Gilbert. Be put his

arms about the white man's body. Curtis Gilbert thought

that the Indian was going to kill him.

The white man was wearing a fur cap made from the

skin of a racoon. ~his was a coonskin cap. ~he tail of

the animal hung down the back. ~he tail on Curtis Gilbert's

cap had caught fire in the flame of the candle. The Indian

was putting it out. He saved the life of Curtis Gilbert.

As more people came to the new cOID1try and built

their homes. the Indians became fewer and fewer. When

most of the Indians had gone away, more new settlers came

here to make their homes. Several families living close

together make a little town. Terre Haute began as one of

these little towns.



CHAPTER XI

THE BEG INNING- O.F' THi; TOWN

At first very few people lived in Terre Haute. ~he

town went north to Eagle Street, south to Swan Street, east

to Fifth Street and west to the b~nk of the river.

Third Street was the widest street. It was called

Market Street. This street led to the wagon roa.d on the

south which went to Vincennes, and to the road on the north

which went to Lafayette. 'l'here was no road east to Indiana­

polis because Indianapolis was not yet a town. Wbere Sixth

and Wabash is today was a deep woods. Here the settlers

shot squirrels, rabbits, and other small animals and some­

times deer.

The land was mostly prairie. Many settlers were

glad to see prairie land because they did not have to cut

down so many trees before planting their crops. People·

often said, "Up the prairie," or "Down the prairie," or

"Across the prairie .~' 'rhis helped to tell the settlers

where to find places.

The early French fur traders used canoes to travel

on the river. As they paddled up and down the Wabash

River, they called all the hillS, or high land, Terre Haute.

Terre means lanQ. Haute means high. The name was given to
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the town of ~erre Haute long before any people chose this

place to build their homes.

One afternoon in late summer, a flat boat came

slowly up the river from the south. A flat boat was a big

raft made of logs. 'l'his boat had a small ca.bin buil t in

the middle of it. A man, a woman, .and a little girl were

on the boat.

~he men in the town ran down to the river bank.

"Who is the re?" they asked.

"My name is John Earle," said the man on the flat

boat. "I am hunting a place to live. I want to settle

someplace and build a house and a store."

"Why not stop here?" called the men on shore. "This

is a new town. We will help you build a house and a store,

too."

Mr. Earle pushed his boat to the river bank. The

men on shore helped him tie it to some big tree stumps so

that it would not drift away. he got out. The woman and

little girl stayed on the boat.

The men showed him the streets and cabins in the

new town. Prese~tly he came back to the boat where his

wife and child. were waiting for him.

"I like· the new town," he told them. "I like the

people that I have met. Let us stop here. A woman has



invited us to spend the night in her cabin. Tomorrow I

can look around for a place to build our house."

Mr. and Mrs. Earle and the ir daughte r, Anna, go t

out of the boat. They went to ~rs. East's cabin. They

were to spena. the nigh there.

Mrs. East was making corn meal mush as they went

in the door. 'I'his is the way that she did it. First she

put water in a kettle. Then she hung the kettle over the

fire and let the water boil. She stirred corn meal into

the boiling water until it was thick. Then she cooked it.

The settlers called it corn meal mush.

"Come in, come in," said Mrs. East as the three

came to her door. III am so glad to have visitors. Tell

me where you came from."

"We lived in ivlarthas Vineyard which is an island

off the coast of Massachusetts,1I said Mrs. Earle. "My

sister, her husband and their family, and John, Anna, and

I decided to move west. My sister's husband is not very

well so he wanted to move where it was not so cold. John

and I thought that we should like to live in the Northwest

Territory. We came in two covered wagons across the country

to the -Ohio River. 1'here we met a man who built flat boats.

He built one boat for my sister's family and one for us.

We came from the Ohio to the Wa.bash River. Then we came to
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Terre Haute."

"You have had a long journe y." said Mrs. East.

"I hope you will be glad that you carne to our town."

Mrs. East got out some wooden bowls and put them

on a heavy log table. She placed spoons on the table, too.

Then she brought in a big pitcher of milk. She took down

a small wood.en bucket of maple sugar. ~arly in the spring

she had gone to the woods and taken the sap from the maple

trees. She had boiled this sap in a big iron kettle. When

it had boiled a long time, it became maple sugar.

"Pull up some stOOlS," said Mrs. East. "I shall

put my big Bible on this one for little Anna so that she

will be tall enough to reach the table."

Mrs. East ppt the Bible on the stool and Mr. Earle

lifted Anna upon the stool. She did not say a word. Little

pioneer children were taught to be seen but not to be heard.

This meqnt that they did not talk unless someone talked to

them.

Mrs. East put some hot mush in the big wooden bowls.

How good it tasted. Mr. Earle took two helpings.

"There must have been a hole in my bOWl," he said.

"I know that I couldn't have eaten all of that mush in thiS

short time, Mrs. :East."

"Don't call me Mrs. East, c.all- me Auntie East. I
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am auntie to everyone in the town,1t she answered. ItAs for

the mush you may have as many bowls of it as you can eat.

We have plenty of corn meal around here because we raise

good corn." She filled Mr. Earle's bowl again.

After their meal Auntie East told the Earles about

the town of Terre Haute and the peo.ple who lived here.

"Are the Indians ve ry bad? It aske d Mrs. Earle.

"No, not any more," answered Auntie East. "Still

I always try to be friends with them and if they ask me for

anything I try to give it to them. That is, if they do not

ask for too much," she added.

"One day, I was riding my horse over the prairie •.

An Indian ran up to me and asked me to trade my horse for

his. I told him that I would wait there until he brought

his horse to me. He went away to get his horse. While he

was gone, I whipped, up my horse and got ins ide of the fort."

"That was a long time ago," went on Aunt ie East.

"Now we do not have to go to the fort very often because

there are fewer Indians around here and they are not so

warlike."

"1 am glad of that," answered Mrs. Earle. "Do you

own a horse?" •

"Yes, almost every family in the town has one horse.

Over at the fort one man has a buggy which was made in the
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east. It is a fine buggy and did have a top on it. But

one day the man was taking a lady friend for a ride. In

crossing the creek, the horse slipped and fell. The buggy

turned over. The two people fell into the creek. They

were not hurt but the top was broken off of the buggy. No

one around here knew how to fix it ,so now the buggy has no

top."

It was getting dark by this time.

"Are you people tired?" asked Auntie East.

While the grown people were talking, little Anna

had climbed down from the stool and had crawled into her

mother's lap. She was fast asleep.

"Yes, I am," replied Mr. Earle.

"I am tire'd, too, n said Mrs. Earle • "And Anna has

been asleep for sometime."

"I only have, two beds in my cabin and if you think

that Anna will not awaken in the night and be afraid be­

cause she is Sleeping with a stranger, I shall be glad to

h~ve her sleep with me. It would ,make it crowded for

three of you to sleep in one bed," said Auntie East.

"Anna will not awaken until morning," said NIrs.

Earle. "She will not know with whom she is sleeping. Are

you sure that you will be able to sleep well?"

"The children in the town often come and spend the
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night with me. I do not mind sleeping with children," re­

plied Auntie East.

flHere is your bed,fI she continued pointing to a

shelf on one side of the~abin.

The bed had been made by placing two stumps out

from the wall. A long, ~lit log was fastened from the

top of one log to the top of the other. Smaller split

logs were fastened from the logs to the sides of the cabin.

Branches of trees were woven back and forth and tied to

these split logs. These branches made a kind of springs

for the bed. Over them, Auntie East had a cover filled

with straw. This was the mattress. She had the bed covered

with a deerskin.

"Here is a deerskin in case you get cold in the

night," she told Mrs. Earle.

How good the bed felt to Mrs. Earle as she lay down

to sleep. How kind the people in the town had been to them

that' day. Mr. and Mrs. Earle were glad that they were going

to make their home in Terre Haute.



CHAPTER XII

BUILDING THE HO~~ AND STORE

The next day some men who lived in ~erre Haute came

to auntie East's cabin to help Mr. Earle find a place to

build his home and store. They wa~ked over the town.

Finally he decided upon a corner lot at Water and Poplar

Streets. This is along the part of the town where Dresser

Drive is today.

Mr. Earle had to bUy the lot from the man who owned

it. Mr. Earle paid for the lot. The man gave Mr. Earle

a paper. The paper was called a deed. It said that the

lot on the northeast corner of Water and Popla.r Streets

belonged to Mr. Earle.

In a few days the men in the town came back to

Auntie East's cabin. They brought saws and axes. They

were ready to help Mr. Earle cut down trees to build his

house and store.

Mr. Earle had brought a saw and an ax with him on

his boat. And he had brought them up to Auntie East's

house. So all of the men went to the woods carrying their

saws and axes.

The men started to work cutting down trees. The

trunks of the trees were cut into logs about twe 1ve to



Logs were cut smaller in the front and the back of

the bouse to make the shape of the roof. 'l'he roof was

covered with shingles cut from oak logs. ~his roof was

called a clapboard roof.

A ladder was built on one side'of the cabin to get
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to the room above. It was made by driving wooden pegs t

one above the other, into the soft clay.

The men helped Mr. Earle build a chimney of stones

on the north side of his house. It was made of stones and

clay. Inside they built a fireplace of the same material.

It was large and nearly covered the· north side of the cabin.

Fireplaces were made large enough to hold a back-log. This

back-log was used to keep fire. Sometimes it would keep

fire for several days.

Mrs. Earle wanted a crane to hang her iron kettle

on. Before the clay hardened along the sides of the fire­

place, 1rr. Earle pushed a long iron rod into the wet clay.

'llhis rod was a crane. When the clay became dry and hard,

Mrs. Earle could hang her kettle on it and do her cooking.

The men made two outside doors in the cabin. ~he

door for the store was in the front and the door for the

house was in the back. Both were made of heavy logs. Each

door had a wooden bar to fasten it. A leather strap was

tied to the bar of the back door. If the family had to

leave the house, they pUlled the leather strap outside the

door. If a visitor came, he pUlled on the strap. ~he

strap lifted the wooden bar across the door. Then the

visitor could go inside and wait until the family returnedc;

Old settlers often said, "The latch-string is out
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to you." This meant that the visitor was welcome in the

home.

The Earle cabin had an opening between the two

rooms downstairs. ~ach of the three rooms had a window to

the south. 'l'he windows were covered with oiled pape!I'. 'l'he

paper kept out the rain and snow and let in the light.

The men helped Mr. Earle make furniture for the

cabin. They made a bed in each room like the beds in

Auntie liJastls cabin. 'llhen they made a trundle bed ~!:for

Anna.. It was a low bed. It wa.s not fastened to the wall.

This bed had four posts instead of two. In the day-time,

the trundle bed was pushed under the large bed and could

not be seen. At night it was pUlled out for the child to

sleep in.

Mr. Earle wanted some shelves for his store. ,He

needed good shelves- on which he could put his goods. Lirs.

Earle wanted some shelves in her house, too. She needed

them to keep things on. So the men split short logs down

the middle. They fastened some of them to the sides of the

walls in the store. They fastened others on each side of

the fireplace in the house. Then Mr. and Mrs. Earle had

good shelves in the house and store.

Mr. Earle put two wooden pegs above the opening be­

tween the house and the store. Here he would hang his gun.
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When the cabin was finished, all of the men were

very proud of it. It was one of the finest buildings in

the town.

Mr. Earle, Anna, and Auntie East came over to see

it.

"v'fua t a fine fireplace ~ IT said Auntie East.

ITS ee my ndce shelves. I can put many things on

them, n said Mrs • .l:!Jarle. IJ.lhen she asked, n Why did you make

this big notch in the floor?"

"That is to tell time, n said one of the men. ITWhen

it is twelve o'clock noon, the sun will shine through that

hole in the roof on this notch." He showed Mr. Earle the

hole that had been left in the roof. "You can tell when

it is before noon or afternoon by watching the sun shine

on that notch. You will have to guess about the time on

cloudy days. IT

"I can us e my hour glass on cloUdy days, IT said Mrs.

Earle.

Many pioneers used the hour glass for telling time.

Two glasses were fastened together in such a way that a

grain of sand could fall from one into the other. It took

just one hour for all the sand to fall from one glass to

the othe-r. Someone had. to watch near the end of the hour

so that he could turn the glass upside down when all the
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sand had gone through the opening. Then a new hour began.

"We are so thankful to you men for helping us build

this nice cabin," said Mrs. Earle.

"We had a good time working together," replied one

of the men. "Tomorrow we shall come back and help you

move your things from the boat."

"You are all very kind," Mrs. ~ar1e told them.



CHAPTER XIII

FURNISHING THE CABIN

The next day, the men came and helped Mr. Earle

move the things from the boat to the new house. Since

Water Street went along the river bank, they did not have

far to carry them.

First they brought the large wooden chest. It was

filled with clothing, bedding, and cloth to be used in

making new clothes for winter. Mrs. Earle put quilts on

the new beds. How bright and clean the quilts looked in

the cabin.

Mrs. Earle had two spinning wheels. One was larger

than the other one. The larger one was used to spin woolen

thread. The smaller one was used to spin linen thread.

She had a loom, too-. The loom was used to wea1re cloth.

Then there was the churn which Mrs. Earle used to make

butter.

She had brought some pewter plates from her home in

the east. She placed them on the shelves. How pretty they

looked in the cabin. She brought out her candle molds.

These were placed on the shelves with the plates. Someday

she would use the-molds to make candles.

Mr. Earle brought in a boot-jack. It was made of
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wood and was used by the men to pull 0ff heavy boots. He

put it by the fireplace. Garden tools, iron kettles, and

a skillet weTe all brought in and placed near the fire-

place, too.

After they had brought the things for the house,

they helped Mr. Earle carry the goods which was ready for

the store. He had brought brown sugar, salt. coffee, tes,

bolts of blue calico and muslin, tools and gunpowder to

sell in his store. He did not have many things but after

they were arranged on the shelves, he was very proud of

the store.

Besides the furniture. Mr. Earle had some chickens

in a coop and a cowan the boat. They'- were moved to the

back of the house.

Anna had stayed at Auntie East 1 s cabin while her

mother and father were moving. In the afternoon Auntie
,

East and the child came over to see how the new home

looked. Auntie East brought a big bear skin. The y looked

at the store first. Then they went into the house.

"Anna wanted to come over to see her new home,TI

said Auntie East. TlHow pre tty everything looks. I have

brought you a rug for your floor." She handed the big

~kin to Mrs. Earle.

Mrs. Earle thanked Auntie East for the big bear
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skin and put it on the floor. Little Anna sat down on it

and ra,n her fingers over the fur 0

"It feels like the kitty we had back home," said

the little girl.

Mrs. Earle sat down beside the child. "Maybe we

can find you a kitty out here when ,we get settled. It

will make the place seem more like home to you," she said.

Auntie East invited the Earles over to her house

for supper. She knew that Mrs. Earle had been too bUsy to

cook. She and Anna went back to her cabin to get things

ready. Mr. and Mrs. Earle came later.

"I wish that I had Some deet meat to give you,"

said Auntie East as the two came in the door. "But we

shall have to eat mush again."

"I am glad to get mush,ll answered Mr. Earle. "I

am hungry."

The four ate supper. Then the Earles went home to

their new cabin to spend the night.

On the way home, Mr. Earle said, "Some of the men

are going hunting tomorrow. I think that I shall go, too.

I want to shoot a deer. We could have a feast and invite

the men and their families who helped me build the cabin •

. The skin would make a fine curtain to hang between the

house and the store. We could put the antlers on the wall
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and hang our clothes on them."

"That would be a good idea, John," answered Mrs.

Earle. "I certainly hope that you have good luck and shoot

a deer."
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CHAPT8R XIV

G-iLTT ING READY ]'OR CO~:IPANY

The next morning, Mr. Earle and some other men took

the ir guns and went to the woods to hunt for deer. They

went very early so that they could shoot the deer as they

came to a little pond in the woods to drink.

~ben the men got to the woods, they hio behind

some big trees and waited. Presently two deer came walking

along a little path that led to the pond. Mr. Earle shot

at the larger one. It jumped high into the air and fell

dead. Another man shot at the smaller deer but it ran

swiftly back into the woods and got away. All of the men

went over to the dead deer.

"How beautiful it is. It is your deer. You shot

it," they told Mr. Earle.

"I am glacl," said Mr. Earle. "I want the skin for

a curtain and the antlers to hang our clothes upon. We'll

have a feast with the meat and, all of you are invited to

corm' • Tt

The men picked up the deer and started back to

Terre Haute.

"I am thirsty and want a a,rink," said Mr. Earle.

"You better not drink from that pond. Not all
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water around here is good to drink and you might get sick."

one ma·n told him.

"It looks all right to me," answered Mr. Earle

making a cup with his hands and drinking the water.

Then the men went back to Mr. Earle's cabin. They

helped him skin the deer, stretch the skin on one side OT

his cabin, and cut up the animal. Then the men started

home.

"Come back in two days and bring your families,"

said Mrs. Earle. "We shall have a feast."

"We'll all be here," they told her.

The two days before the company was to come were

busy ones in the cabin. Although the house was new, Mrs.

Earle felt that she had cleaning to do.

She said to Anna, "Let us clean the house and do

the washing to day. 'l'omorrow, we can prepare the food."

Auntie East brought a big wooden bucket filled with

soft soap.

"r'll come back tomorrow and help you get ready

for the company," she told Mrs. Earle when she heard the

news and was invited to the feast. "But you won't have to

prepare so very much food. Every family will bring a bas­

ket full. They always do that when invited to a feast."

Auntie East had made the soft soap. She had saved
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her wood ashes from the fireplace. First she put them in

a barrel. 1'hen she poured water over the ashe s • 'l'here

was a hole in the bottom of the barrel where the water ran

out into a. bucke t. When it ran out, it made lye. She had

saved fat from animals, too. She cooked the fa.t and lye

in a big kettle. When it was cooked long enough it became

soft soap. This was the soap that Auntie East had brought

to Mrs. Earle.

"We have not washed our clothes since we came to

Terre Haute. I have a bag full of dirty clothes," said

.Mrs. Earle to Anna. "We shall take them down to the river

and do a washing today."

Anna carried a wooden bowl filled with soft soap.

Mrs. Earle carried the bag of clothes. Like most pioneer

women, Anna and her mother went barefoot in the summer so

they waded into the shallow water along the bank of the

river. Mrs. Earle dipped her clothes in the water. Then

she poured some soft soap on them. She rubbed and rinsed,

rubbed and rinsed the clothes until they were clean. ~hen

she wrung the water out of them with her big, strong hands.

She put the wet clothes in the bag.

"Look at those rushes over there," she said to Anna.

"They would make such a good broom. After we take our

clothes to the cabin and spread them out on the grass to
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dry, we shall come back and gathe r rushe s •"

The two went back to the cabin and carefully spread

out the- clothes. Early pioneers did not have irons. ~hey

were careful about spreading out their clothes so that

there would be few wrinkles in them When they dried.

Later Anna and her mother went to the bank of the

river and gathered Some of the long, stiff rushes that

grew near the water's edge. They tied these tightly on

one end of a stiff branch from a tree. ~his made a good

broom on the puncheon floor. It swept the floor very clean.

In the afternoon, Mrs. Earle put hot water in her

churn. Then she skimmed the cream off of the top of two

bowls of milk. Mrs. Earle puured the hot water out of

the churn and put the cream in it. She moved the dasher

up and down. up and down, until her arms ached. At last

the butter came. She took out the butter and washed it

in cold water. 'I'hen she worked salt into it. She made

it into a roll. Now the butter was ready to eat.

Mrs. Earle poured the buttermilk that was left in

the churn in a pitcher. 'l'he family would drink it for

supper. ~hey would not eat the butter, however. She put

it into a bowl and carried it up the ladder to the room

above. The butter was for the company that was going to

corra in two days.



Vfuen Mrs. Earle looked at the roll of butter. she

said, "This will not be enough. I need Some more. I shall

borrow Auntie ~astls horse and ride up to the Collett farm

and bUy some more butter."

Collett farm was near our Collett Park.

Mrs. Earle borrowed the horse and set out for the

farm. She carried a wooden bucket to put the butter in.

She bought the butter and started home. It was getting

dark. As she rode through the woods, an Indian stepped

out from behind a tree and took hold of the horse's bridle.

Mrs. Earle was frightene d and tlilngry, too. She lifted the

bucket of butter high in the air and brought it down on the

Indian's head. ~he struck the horse with a whip that she

carried. The horse ran all of the way to town. Mrs. Earle

did not turn around to see what became of the Indian.

Wnen she· got back to the cabin, she told her husband

and Anna about it. All of them laughed to think that Mrs.

Earle had hit an Indian.

The next day, the Earles got up early to prepare

the food for the feast. Auntie ~ast came to help. She

and Anna went to the woods and gathered blackberries. On

the way home. they stopped and bought Some wheat flour

from a farmer. Mrs. Earle wanted to bake blackberry pies.

Pies were baked in a kettle called a Dutch oven.
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It had a hea'ty lid. Mrs. Be,rle put her Dutch oven in the

hot coals. She mixed the pie crust, put it in a pan and

filled the crust with blackberries. Then she sprinkled

sugar over them. She put the top crust on the pie. Then

she put the pan in the Dutch oven and heaped coals on top

of the lid. When the pie was baked, Mrs. Earle took her

Dutch oven out of the coals and lifted out the pie. She

had to do the same thing with each pie for she could bake

only one at a time.

Mr. Earle cooked the deer meat. In the afternoon,

he built a big fire in the backyard. He put water in the

two big iron kettles. Vfuen the water was boiling, he

dropped in the deer meat. He put in Some salt. The meat

had to cook all of that afternoon and part of the next day

so it would be well done.

Little Anna ran here and there helping her mother

and father as best she could. When night came and the

Earles were getting ready for bed she said, til think I'll

like the company tomorrow but they make me awfully tired

before they come."



CHAPTER XV.

The sun was shining brightly the day that the com­

pany was to arrive. Mr. Earle and some of the neighbors

carried the log table into the yard. As each family came.

the mother put a big basket on the table. It was filled

with food, plates. and spoons. Some of the people brought

potatoes. As Mr. Earle was still cooking the deer meat.

they put them in the hot coals to roast.

Anna and the othe r children were playing tag in the

yard. The children were having a good time playing to-

ge ther.

Before noon. the women began opening their baskets.

The children stopped playing long enough to see the good

things thatthe.wmen were spreading out on the table.

There was squirrel. rabbit. and turkey meat. There

were corn bread and wheat bread. Some women had brought

corn and beans cooked together. Then there was hominy.

Hominy was made from corn. The grains were crushed and

then boiled. Almost every family had brought one pie.

Besides all of these things. there were jellies and jams.

and red and yellow apples.

The children stood near the table waiting to be
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called to dinner. Presently someone picked up a big cow

bell and rang it calling. "Everyone come and eat. Every­

one come to dinner."

All of the people got in a line one behind the

other one. Each took a plate and walked up to the table.

Some of the women helped put food on the plates as the

people came up to the table. When a person was served. he

sat on a grassy spot and ate his dinner.

How good everything tasted. The people ate and ate.

Some of them went back for more food. At last dinner was

over. The women cleared away the food that was left and

put the plates into their baskets.

Some of the men and children lay down on the grass

and went to sleep. Some of the men ran races and others

pitched horse-shoes.

The women sat under the trees and talked about their

old homes. Some of them told new ways to prepare food.

Others told about some seeds that they had saved for the

spring planting. All of them promised to exchange seeds.

Later in the afternoon. one man brought out his

fiddle and another his banjo. The two of them playe d. r,L'he

young people danced square dances. One man "called" the

dances. This meant that he told the pe ople what to do.

Around and around. back and forth. they went to the
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tune of the fiddle and the banjo. They had a good time.

The older people and children sat on the ground and watched.

The sun was setting in the west When the last woman

picked up her basket and called her children to go home.

The men helped Mr. Earle carry the table into the cabin.

"We have had such a good time, today," said one of

the women as she left.

"So have we," said Mrs. Earle. "It is just like

the good times that we used to have in our home in the east.

Come back and see us again."

"Indeed, I shall," said the woman. "And you and

Anna must come and see me. I think my son has promised Anna

a kitten. We have four cats. She must get lonely without

any children to play with."

Mrs. Earle promised to call and the family went to

their home.

The Earles felt as if they had known these people

all of their lives.

"It is such a nice place to live, John," said Mrs.

Earle. "The people here have been so good to us. Now I

don't mind having had to leave our old home."

"Nor do I." added Mr. Earle.
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CHAPTER XVI

MR. EARLE GJ£TS SICK

That evening, Mr. Earle told his wife that he did

not feel very well.

"I am so hot," he told her.

She put her hand on his head. "I wish that I had

some herbs so that I could make you some tea," she said.

"Then you would feel better."

In those days, people went into the woods and

gathered certain kinds of plants called herbs. Some herbs

were good for one thing and some for another. Pioneer

women made a tea from them. 'i1hey knew which ones to use

to warm the sick person if he had a chill and which ones

to use to cool him if he had a fever.

Presently Mr. Earle lay down on the bed. He began

saying strange things. Mrs. Earle knew that he was very

sick.

III am going over to Auntie East's house and see if

she will come and stay with us," Mrs. Earle told Anna.

"You sit here near your father's bed and watch him."

Mrs Earle pUlled off her husband's high boots. She

covered him with he~ pretty covers. Then she ran out of
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"John is sick," she said, opening the door. "Can

you corne over?"

"Of course, I can," answered Auntie East, going

over to a shelf and taking down a little wooden jar filled

with herbs. She took a candle from the shelf, too. Then

the two women hurried back to the Earle cabin.

It was dark when they got back. Auntie East

lighted the candle. She went over to the sick man and put

her hand on his he ad.

"He has a fever," she said. flFever is bad here.

Did he drink any pond water?"

"We buy all of our water from the old colored man

who hauls it from the spring. But John went to the woods

the day that he killed the deer. He might have drunk some

pond water there," answered Mrs. Earle.

"He is ve~y sick. I think that he should have a

doctor," said Auntie East. "1 am going to 8et Dr. Modesitt.

He will come and give John the right kind of medicine to

make him well."

Auntie East went to Third and Poplar Streets where

Dr. Modesitt lived. When she knocked at the door, the

doctor's wife opened it. Mrs. Modesitt had been in bed.

Pioneers always went to bed very early at night partly be­

cause they got up early in the morning and partly because
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they had no good lights by which they could see to work.

"I came for the doctor," Auntie East said. "Mr.

Earl e is· sick."

"The doctor is not in now," his wife told her. "So

many people are sick with the fever that he has not been

home all evening. As soon as he comes home, I shall tell

him to go to Mr. Earle's house."

Auntie East thanked her and hurried back to the

Earle cabin. Mr. Earle was still saying strange things

and Mrs. Earle was sitting on a stump beside his bed.

Little Anna was sitting in her motherls lap crying.

"Don I t cry," Auntie East said to the child. "Dr.

Modesitt is a good doctor and I am a good nurse. People

almost always call me if someone is sick. In winter I

have waded through snow to my knees to go to help a sick

neighbor. We'll have your father well soon."

Presently they heard the sound of horsels hoofs

coming down the street. It stopped in front of the cabin.

Auntie East went to the door of the store and opened it.

Dr. Modesitt had come. She showed him the sick man.

"It is the fever," he said after he had felt of

the man I shead. "I shall leave him s orne medicine. rr

The doctor opened a black bag. Anna looked in it.

She sawall kinds of instruments. The doctor took one out
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and showed it to her.

"This is what I use when I pUll a tooth," he told

the little girl. "Have you any bad teeth?"

"No, tl said the child mo ving away from the black

bag. She did not like the looks of the instrument that

Dr. Modesitt held in his hand.

In those days there were no dentists. ~he doctors

pulled teeth and gave medicine if a tooth ached.

"I shall come back tomorrow," the doctor told Mrs.

Earle giving her Some medicine for her husband. "I must

hurry away for I have other sick people to see before I

go to bed tonight."

The y told him good-by'e and they he ard the sound of

his horse's hoofs grow fainter and fainter as he rode

away.

"Sometimes when there are many sick people, he will

not get to bed all night," Auntie East said. "But the

next day he is always on duty. Dr. NLOdesitt is a fine

doc tor. "

It took John Barle some time to get well again.

He was grateful to Dr. Modesitt and Auntie East for help­

ing him get well. After that he did not drink pond water.



CHAPTER XVII

THE NEW BABY

Mrs. Modesitt came to Mr. Earle1s store to buy some

tea.

"Have you heard the news?" he asked her after she

had bought the tea.

"I don't think that I have," she replied.

"We haYe' a new baby boy at our house," answered 1111'.

Sarle.

"A new baby boy~ Then he is the first baby to be

born in Terre Haute," Mrs. hodesitt told him. "I am going

over to see him. VVhat did you name him?11

I1His name is William, II said Mr • .t:arle.

Vllien Mrs. Modesitt went home, she took dovm some

linen thread that she had brought from her old home in

Virginia. She haa. raised the flax from flax seed. ]'lax

is the plant from which linen cloth is made. Mrs. Modesitt

had gathered the flax when it was ripe. She had soaked the

plante in water. The water made the outside rot away. Then

only the long fibers of the flax plant were left. Mrs.

Modesitt had spun these fibers into thread. She had wound

fhe thre~,dinto balls. lJow she was going to weave the

N thread 1nto cloth.
~.

l,
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First she put the warp threads on the loom. Il'hey

went up and down on the loom. Then she took her shuttle

and went- back and forth, back and forth putting threads

across. These were the woof threads. When she finished,

she had beautiful, fine linen cloth.

Then she laid the cloth on a big table. Snip,

snip went her scissors into the cloth. She cut out a baby

dress for little William ~arle. Mrs. ~odesitt threaded

her needle. She made small stitches in the side seams~

Then she hemmed the bottom, the neck, and the sleeves of

the dre ss·.

:Mrs. Modesitt wanted to trim the dress. 00 she

crocheted lace using some of the linen thread. ~ben the

lace was finished, she sewed it around the neck, sleeves,

and bottom of the skirt.

At last the dress was finished. Mrs. Modesitt held

it up. It almost reached to the floor. Little babies in

those days wore very long dresses. Mrs. lvlodesitt was

proud of the gift that she had made for the new baby.

Auntie East wanted to make something for him, too.

She had sheared her sheep the spring before. Then she had

washed the wool. It was spun into thread. The thread had

been dyed a beautiful brown with walnut hulls. Auntie

East had wound the thread into big balls and had put them
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away to use for making winter clothing.

She got out her balls of woolen thread and thread-

ed her loom in much the same way as Mrs. Modesitt had

threaded hers. When Auntie East had finished weaving, she

had a little brown shawl for the baby. :,Chen she took

heavier brown woolen thread, or. yarn, and crocheted a

little cap to match the shawl.

It happened that Mrs. :Lvlodesi tt and Auntie East

went to the Earle cabin the same day to take their gifts

to the ne w baby. Little William Earle was asleep in the

new wooden cradle that his father had made for him.

Mrs. Earle was very glad to get the new clothes

for the baby. As SOlOn as he woke up Auntie East dressed

William in them and took him into the store for his father

to see.

"He looks fine in his new things," said Mr. Earle.

"You women were very kind to make them for him."

Some weeks later a traveling shoemaker came to

Terre Haute on horseback. He stopped at 1Ir. Earle's store.

"Do you want any shoes made today?" asked the

shoemaker.

"Yes," said Mr. Earle. "I would like some boots,

and my wife and little girl would like some shoes."

The traveling shoemaker opened a bag. He took out



,
"I

120

a large skin. ~hen he took out some tools. The shoemaker

put some leather on the floor. Mr. Earle stood On the

leather; ~he shoemaker drew around Mr. Earle's right foot.

Then he drew around his left foot. The shoemaker sat on a

bench in one corner of the store and sewed the boots with

strips of leather. He sewed and sewed. Finally he had

a good pair of boots for Mr. Earle.

Then he made a pair of shoes for Mrs. Earle and Anna.

in much the same way. Mr. Earle went into the house and

took little William out of his cradle.

"Can you make' a pair of shoes for a bab;y?" he asked

the shoemaker. lIHe may be walking before any more shoe-

makers come this way."

"I can make him a fine pair of shoes," said the

man.

"Make them plenty big," add.ed Mrs • .8arle. "His

feet will grow and he must have room for his toes."

The shoemaker measured little William's feet. He

cut out the shoes much bigger than he had meBsured. Then

he sewed and sewed on the tiny shoes. At last they were

finished. Mrs. Earle put the little shoes on the baby's

feet. They were so big that they fell off.

"11hey will be all right when he is big enough to
,
~. need them," said the shoemaker.
fi
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!; Mrs. ~arle laced the shoes around vlilliam's little;!
ankles. They looked so funny on his little feet that all

of them laughe d. l1hat is, all of them laughed except

little William. He cried. He did not like shoes on his

feet. Then Mrs. Earle took off the little shoes and put

them away until he would need them.

Today those same little shoes may be found in the

home of lass Gertrude McIntire who lives on North Eighth

Street in Terre Haute.
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CHAPT:&:R XVIII

'l'H INGS FOR TEE HOME

One day .Mr. Earle came into the house. n I have

a surpr ise for all of us, n he told his wife.

Mrs. Earle tried to make him tell what the sur­

prise was. She even tried to guess what it could be.

Little Anna tried to guess, too. But Mr. Earle would not

tell either of them.

Presently someone knocked on the back door of the

Earle house. Mrs. Earle went to the door.

"I have some new chairs for you," said a man.

"Your husband ordered them several weeks ago."

Mrs. Earle looked out of the door at a wagon tha~

had been driven in the yard. There were seven strong

chairs made of light colored wood. The man carried them

in the cabin. How light they were when Mrs. Earle lifted

one of them. How pretty they looked.

nOh, John," she said. "This is such a fine sur­

prise."

One of the chairs was a rocker. She picked up

little William from his cradle and rocked him back and

forth, back and forth. Vfuen her mother got up, little

Anna climbed in the chair and rocked herself. When she
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got out Mr. Earle sat in the chair and rocked himself.

t'I should have bought three rockers instead of one t If

he said.·

ttNo, we tIl take turns, tt said Mrs. Earle. "Anna, we

can make tidies for the back~ of each of these chairs. We

can dye some yarn bright colors and you ca.n help me crochet

the tidies. tt

Tidies are pretty covers used on the backs of chairs.

"Where did you get the chairs?tt Mrs. Earle asked her

husband.

ttA man has started a chair factory in Terre Ha.ute.

Almost everyone is buying chairs from him. He can make

very good ones. He is so bUSy making chairs for the people

that he has to work very late at night."

ttHe certainly knows how to make pretty chairs t "

said Mrs. Earle. "I am very proud of ours."

A customer came into the store and Mr. Earle went

to wait on him.

ttl have some mutton tallow that I would like to

trade for some salt,tt said the customer. "I have killed

some of my sheep and have saved the tallow. 1t

Mutton tallow is hard fat from the sheep.

"I Shall ask my wife if she could use itt" answered

Mr. Earle.
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"Could you use Some mutton tallow?" he 8.sked going

into the cabin where Mrs. Earle and Anna were still look-

ing at the new chairs.

nOh, yes, John," said Mrs. Earle. "I would like

some to use in making candles."

Mr. Earle went back into. the store and made the

trade.

The next day Mrs. Earle took out her big iron

kettle. She got out her candle molds and Some iron rods.

The mutton tallow and scraps of fat mea.t were put in the

htg kettle and hung over the fire in the fireplace. ~his

was done to melt the hard fat.

Then she went into the store a.nd took down a big

roll of cotton wicking from one of the shelves. It was

long ropes of twisted cotton yarn which was used to make

the candle burn. Cotton wicking is used in candles today.

Mrs. Earle cut the wicking into lengths long enough

to make a candle. She tied six lengths to each candle rod.

When the tallow was soft, she showed Anna how to dip the

wicking into the hot grease. Some of it stayed on the

wicks. She hung the rods from the back of one of her new

chairs to the back of another. Then she took another rod

and dipped it the same way. After dipping all of the rods

into the hot tallow, she told Anna to dip the first rod again.
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The hot tallow on the first rod had cooled by this

time. Anna dipped it into the hot grease. More of the

tallow stuck to the wicks. This made the candle larger

as Urs. Earle wanted them to be. 'l'hese candles were called

dip candles.

"It is fun to make candles. 11 said Anna.

While the little girl was dipping the candles, Mrs.

Earle threaded the candle molds. Threading the molds

means putting the wicks through the holes and tieing a

knot to hold the wicks in place. These wicks were double.

Through the loop at tho top, ivlrs. Earle put an iron rod to

keep the wicks straight.

After this was done, she puured in the melted tal­

low. Then she let it harden. Wilen it was hard, she lifted

out the candles. These were called molded candles.

Sometimes a candle was not as straight as Mrs. Earle

wanted it to be. While it was warm and. rather soft, she

rolled it between her hands and made it straight.

Mr. Earle came into the cabin to see all of the

candles when they were finished.

"Anna counted them," said Mrs. Earle. "How many

did you say that we had made?"

"I counted forty-eight," answered the child.

"Then we Shall have a light for forty-eight evenings,"
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said Mr. Earle.

He carried the candles to the up-stairs room. They

would stay cool up there. How white they looked spread

out on the floor. ~he family was proud of the candles.

The next day llir. i,t;arle said to his wife, "We won r t

have to be so saving with our candles after all. A man

is starting a candle factory in this town. We can bUy

candles from him anytime that we want them. They are

good candles and will save you the time of making them. 1f

"After awhile I won't have anything to do but

sit in the new rocking chair and rock," said Mrs. Earle.

"There are so many factories coming to ~erre Haute and

they are making so many things that were made in the home

that the women won't have a thing to do but cook. spin,

and sew."

"Maybe we'll have factories that cook, spin, and

sew for us, too, n said Mr. Earle.

"We can never tell," answered his wife 0



CPJiPTER XIX

TEE HEWS

"The people in fl'erre Haute are to have a newspaper,"

said IVlr. Earle to his wife. "Some man came he re from

Vincennes to print the paper. I am going to take it. ~he

newspaper costs two dollars a year."

"A newspaper is a wonderful thing," said hj.s wife.

"It must be hard work for the man to print a paper."

"Indeed it has been hard work for this man. Some

time ago, he hired a man to bring a press here from

Vincennes. ~he Wabash Biver and all of the streams flow-

ing into it were very high from heavy rains. The driver

of the wagon lost his way and tried to cross a stream at

the wrong place. The wagon overturned and the printing

press was lost in the high water. Now he has bought

another press and is going to print the paper."

The following Saturday, Mr. ~arle went to the

newspaper office. ~here were many men waiting for their

papers. The men had to wait several hours. ~hey had a

good time talking together. Finally the newspaper was

finished. Each man got his paper. What a lot of noise

they made reading their papers aloud.

This newspaper was a weekly paper. ~hat means the
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paper was printed once a week. In it was news about people

who lived in other.parts of the United States and even in

other countries. Most of the news, however, was about

people living in Terre Haute and Vigo County.

Men advertised in the newspaper. Some men owned

boats that went up and down the Wabash River carrying people

and hauling things to and from the farms to Terre H8ute.

The men who owned these boats advertised the dates and time

of day that the boats arrived in town. They also advertised

when the boats would leave.

There was a list of uncalled for letters in the

newspaper. Terre Haute had had a postoffice a few years

after Fort Harrison had been built. Mr. Gilbert was the

postmaster then. He gave up his work to do something else.

Then Mr. Coleman became postmaster.

Some of the mail came to Terre Haute by stagecoach.

Since there were no good roads on which the stagecoach

traveled, bringing mail in this way was slow.

Later mail came by the Pony Express. A company of

men bought some ponies. This company chose certain towns

in which a pony was kept. A boy came into town on a pony

which he had ridden from another town. He blew a horn.

When the people in the town heard the horn, they often

ran to the postoffice to see if they had any mail. The
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Mr. Earle saw his wife's name listed under uncalled

for letters in the newspaper. He knew that there was a

letter at the postoffice for her. He hurried to get it

but the postoffice was closed. He met a friend on the

street who promised to tell Mr. Coleman to deliver the

letter to her the next day.

The next morning the Earles heard a cheery whistle

outside of their door. It wa.s Mr. Goleman bringing them

the letter.

In those days a man's hat was very useful. He

carried his handkerchief and gloves in it. Mr. Coleman

carried the mail in his hat. He took it off and sorted

out the letters. Then he told Mr. Earle to give him two-

bits.

Letters had no stamps on them. The one who re-

ceived the letter had to pay the cost of sending it.

Many people did not like to get mail because they did not
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have the money to pay for it.

Mr. Earle gave the postmaster two-bits or twenty­

five cents in our money today. The blacksmiths in those

days cut a silver dollar into eight bits. These were

used in place of coins. The bi ts had very sharp edges.

People often cut their fingers or tore their clothes on

the sharp edges.

Mr. Coleman handed the letter to Mrs. Earle. Then

he put the other letters back in his hat and covered them

with his handkerchief. He went on his way whistling.

Mrs. Earle opened the letter. It was from her

sister. It told of the death of her sister's husband.

The sister was coming to Terre Haute to live. She was

bringing her family and some of the furniture by boat

when the weather was warm. She wanted the Earles to find

a house for them.

Mrs. Earle was very sorry to know that her sister's

husband had died. She was glad that her sister was

coming to live in Terre Haute, however.



CHAPTER XX

GO ING TO THE MILL

"I traded some goods for two bushels of corn today,"

said Mr. Earle to his wife one evening. "I should like

to go to the mill tomorrow and ge t the corn ground into

meal. I shall take Anna with me if you will not need her.

She will enjoy the ride."

The next day Mr. Earle borrowed a horse and wagon

from a neighbor. He and Anna took the corn to Markle's

Millon Otter Creek northeast of ~erre Haute. The child

sat qUietly beSide her father. It was a pleasant drive

over the prairie.

nWe may have to wait before our corn can be ground., TT

said Mr. Earle to Anna. TTl have to take my turn. Whoever

comes first gets. his grain ground first and the others

wait the ir turn."

"I can wait, father," said Anna. "I should like to

see how the corn is ground."

Presently they arrived at the mill. Mr. Markle,

who owned the mill, came to meet them. He was a tall, fine

looking man. He was very friendly, too. Mr. Markle shook

hands with Mr. Earle and patted little Anna on the head.

Then he told them that they would not have to wait long
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to have the corn ground.

Mr. Markle showed them the mill. It was a water

mill. A.da.m had. be en built to hold bac k the water in Otte r

Creek. Below the dam was a wheel. This wheel turned the

machinery in the mill that ground the grain into meal or

flour. As the water fell over the dam some of it fell into

cups fastened around the wheel. When a cup filled with

water, the wheel moved around and turned the machinery in­

side the mill.

In the mill there were two very large stones laid

one on top of the other. ~here were cuts in the stones.

The cuts made the stones rough. The grain was placed be­

tween these stones. ~he wheel moved them around. In this

way the grain was ground.

After sometime, the stones became smooth. ~hen

they would not grind the grain. Someone had to take a

sharp tool and make the cuts deeper in the stones to make

them rough again. Then they would grind the grains into

flour.

Little Anna watched the corn, that her father had

brought, ground into fine meal. She watched the men who

worked at the mill put the meal into a small. wooden

barrel. Then they put the barrel of meal in the wagon.

They did not put all of it in the wagon, however. Some
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of it was kept by Mr. Markle to pay for the grinding.

Anna climbed into the wagon beside her father. They

wave d bO'od-by to Mr. Markle and drove home. When the y

arrived, Mrs. Earle met them at the door. 'l'hey could tell

tha t she was worrie d.

"Little William has run away," she said. "I cannot

find him anywhere. I could not leave the store and go

down the street to look for him."

"I shall hunt for him," answered Mr. Earle.

He went up the street to a blacksmith shop. A

blacksmith shop is a place where horse shoes are made. Mr.

Earle looked in the open door-way. He saw William sitting

on a high chair watching the blacksmith at work.

The blacksmith was "Uncle Billy" Mars. His real

name was William Mars but everyone called. him "UncI e Billy."

Mr. Earle stood away from the opening into the shop

so that he could not be seen. He could see William and

"Uncle Billy," however. The blacksmith stirred the fire

in the forge with a poker. He worked the bellows with the

other hand. The bellows forced air into the fire and helped,

make it burn.

As Uncle Billy worked, the fire caused his shadow to

make strange forms on the wall. Little William laUghed.

He 'was having a good time in the shop.
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Then Mr. Earle walked in the door-way. TlUncle Billy"

turned around and little William climbed off his high chair

and ran to his father.

"That is my son," said Mr. Earle to "Uncle Billy."

"I did not know· to whom he belonged. He wandered

into my shop," the blacksmith said. "I thought that I had

better keep him here until someone came for him."

"I am glad that you did," answe red IvIr. Earle. "We

were worried for fear something might have happened to him.

I shall punish him for running away."

When William heard his father say this, he did not

laugh. He was sorry that he had run away.



CHAP!J.1ER XXI

Gon~G TO CHURCH

Soon after ~erre Haute had become a town, the men

built a Court House at Second and Main Streets. Main

Street is. called Wabash Avenue t.oday. Men met in the

Court House to make laws, or rules for the people in the

town. ~here was a large room in the Court House. All

town meetings were held there. ciometimes a traveling

preacher came to Terre Haute. He came either on horseback

or by boat. The preacher would stay for awhile and have

church services in the Court House. Then he would go on

to some other town.

"Mrs. Modesitt says that a preacher is coming to

Terre Haute and have church services Sunday," said illIrs.

Earle. "I should like to go to church."

"We shall go," said Mr. Earle. "I wonder if the

churches here have a tithing man like the ones did back

east."

"What is a tithing man?" asked Anna.

"You were too little to remember him," said her

mother. "A tithing man stands at the back of the church

with a long stick in his hand. It had a hard ball on one

end and a rabbit1s foot on the other. If a man goes to
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sleep or a boy does not behave, the tithing man hits them

on the head with the hard ball. If a woman goes to sleep

or a girl does not behave, he tickles her with the rabbit's

foot."

"Mother, if I go to sleep wake me up before the

tithing man sees me," said little Anna.

"I do not think that they have one here," said her

mother.

"Get out our good clothes if we are going to church,"

said Mr. Earle. "I have worn deerskin clothing so long

that I won1t feel right in any other kind."

The next day Mrs. Earle took their best clothes out

of the chest.

"I should like a new hat," said Mr. Earle. "lviy

coonskin cap does not look very well with my best clothes."

"Go down to Mr. brasher1s hat shop,1T said his wife.

"He can make you a hat."

That afternoon Mr. Earle went to bUy himself a hat.

As he entered the shop, he heard the snap, snap, snapping

of a long bow as the hatter beat up the fur. Fur was used

to make hats.

"What can I do for you, today?1T asked Mr. brasher

as Mr. Earle entered the shop.

"I want a hat," sa.id Mr. Earle.
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Mr. Brasher had some hats that he had finished

making.

"Here is a go ad one, IT he said sh owing it to LIr.

Earle.

Mr. Earle tried it on. It was soft and did not

stand up very well but it fit his head so lilr • .iSarle bought

it.

On Sunday morning the family got up early. Mr.

Earle put on a suit made of black cloth. 1t had a swallow-

tailed coat. 'llhis meant that the end of the coat was

shaped like the tail of a swallow. Around his neck, he

put a large dark handkerchief. It was folde d and tied in

a bow. Mr. Earle combed his hair with a comb made of a

cow's horn. The whole family used the same comb.

IT]la ther looks nice, IT said Anna.

"Indeed you do, John," said his wife. "Your clothes

are a bit wrinkled from having been packed. away so long

but you do look nice."

Mrs. Earle wore a dress of brown linsey-woolsey.

This material was made in the home. It was called linsey-

woolsey b.ecause in weaving, one thread used was linen and

the other was wool. The dress had a very tight waist and

a long full skirt. Around her shoulders, she put a brown

shawl made of soft wool. She wore a silk bonnet on her
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head. Silk bormets were very expensive in those days.

Arma wore a cali~o dress. It was made like her

mothers. She had a bormet made of the same calico 8S her

dre ss • She ha.d a shawl, too.

Little William wore a new suit. Mrs. Earle had

made it from some old clothing of his fathers. It was his

first suit. In those da.ys little boys often wore dresses

until they were four or five years old. William waf:: very

proud of his first suit.

When the famil~T arrived at the church, they met

many other people going in the Court House. Most everyone

went to church in those days. The men and women were dressed

in much the same way as the Earles. Some of the men had

long beards growing on their faces. Pioneer men were proud

of the length of their beards.

The seats in the church were rough log benches with­

out backs. The women and children sat on one side of the

church and the men on the other.

The preacher stood up in front behind a pulpit made

of rough logs. He read from a large Bible. He preached

very long sermons, too. ~ometimes the people sang hymns.

Hymns are religious songs.

As many people in those days could not read, they

did not have hymn books. The preacher read a line of a
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hymn and gave the pitch. 'l'hen eve ryone sang.

Later a church was built on the corner of Fourth

and Poplar ~treets. This church had a Sunday School. At

first parents would not let their children go tb Sunday

School because reading, writing. arithmetic, and spelling

were taught instead of Bible study. Often the Bible was

used to teach people how to read. Many pioneers learned

their lessons at Sunday School.

Sunday Schools put notices in the town newspaper.

These schools were free. The preachers or people who

went to church were the teachers. Later on young and old

people went to these schools to learn how to read and

write. After free schools were built. Sunday Schools

changed in their teaching. 'l'hen they taught Bible stud.y.
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CHAPTER XXII

THE PIG DRIVE

Mrs. Earle's sister and her family arrived in late

summer.· Their name was McIntire. A friend and his wife

had brought them up the river by boat. They had been on

the way for a long time. In the family were Mrs. McIntire,

the twins, James and Julia, and little Henry.

Mr. Earle had found them a house on North First

Street near Chestnut ::3treet. When they had carried in

their furniture and had bought some new chairs, their house

was very comfortable.

One cool mornipg in early fall, Mrs. McIntire and

her children were on their way to the market which was on

Market Street. This street is called Third Street today.

When they came to Main Street, they heard loud cries and

saw men standing on the street corners with long sticks

in the ir hands.

"What is that?" asked little Henry.

James looked down l\i1ain Street. "Look, Julia," he

said. "See all of the pigs."

A woman who was standing on the corner said, "It is

a pig dr i ve •"

"A pig drive~" said Mrs. McIntire. ffWhat is that?"
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"Terre Haute is a very important pork packing town,ll"

replied the woman. "The farmers drive their pigs to the

packing house here. The pigs are killed. The meat is

smoked and salted. This is done to keep it from spoiling.

Then the meat is shipped to other places."

Just then the pigs came in sight making a great

noise. A boy standing on the corner threw a stone at one

of them. The pig became frightened. It ra.n into other

pigs. Some of them started up side streets and alleys. Tbe

men standing on the corners waved their long sticks or tap-

ped the pigs on their backs. This made them get in line.

"How far do they drive pigs?" asked Mrs. McIntire

a f the woman.

"They have been driven 8S far as fifty miles but

these pigs have not been driven very far because it is
.j

I
;1 early in the morning and they do not seem tired," said the
jl
~ woman.

"Could I buy meat at the packing houses?" asked Mrs.

McIntire.

1 "Indeed you can," answered the woman. "I send my
}j
~ son with a basket and he gets enough meat for two-bits to
j~

last us a week."

"I Shall send James and Julia tomorrow to buy some

for us," said Mrs. McIntire.
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By this time the pigs had been driven on. The

McIntires crossed the street on their way to the market.

The market was only open on certain days. The

women in the town got up early on those days. They took

their baskets. They bought fresh meat and any vegetables

and fruits in season. The women who got the re first had

their choice of the best cuts of meat and the best vege­

tables and fruits. 'l'hat was why they always went early in

the morning to do their ma"rketing.

Mrs. McIntire had brought a basket. She bought

many good things for her family to eat. She put these

things in the basket and the twins carried it home for her.

"Terre Haute has good stores," said James.

"Yes," said his mothe r. "It is a good town. I

heard some women in the market talking about a new school,

too. I shall find out about it tomorrow. Maybe I can send

you twins."

"Could we learn to read and write?" asked Julia.

"I suppose the teacher will teach you to read, write,

spell, and cipher," answered their mother.

Cipher means to do arithmetic.

"I hope we can go," said James, "for I have never

been to school."

"I hope that you can go, too," said their mother.



CHAPTEH XXIII

GOING TO SCHOOL

The first school in Terre Haute was built at Fifth

and Walnut Streets. That is where St. Joseph's Church is

today. The bUilding was made of logs. It was heated by a

fireplace. Wood was burned in the fireplace. The children

who went to school brought in the wood. They put it in a

box to be ready to burn. Cehe child who brought in the most

wood sat nearest the fire. The one who brought in the

least sat farthest away. Either the older boys or the

teacher took care of the fire.

The school house did not have much furniture in it.

'l'here was one chair for the teacher. 'l'he children sat on

long wooden benches. The benches had no backs. The chil­

dren became very tired si tting on them.

A broom stood in one corner of the room. Either

the teacher or an older child used the broom to sweep the

floor. A water bucket with a gourd in it stood in another

corner. Several times a day some older child passed the

bucket. All of the children drank water from the same

gourd.

The McIntire children, Anna and little William Earle,

went to this school. William was the smallest child to
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enter. He came in the first day holding his sister's hand.

The teacher was Joseph Thayer. vfuen he saw the

child, he said, "Come here, little man." Then he took

William on his knee.

The child was surprised at being called a little man.

He said, If I am not a little man.· I am a little boy."

Then everyone laughed.

The older children were called up in front for their

lessons. They stood with their toes on a line. Each child

tried to "go up head". This meant that he could read and

spell the best in the class. One time Julia McIntire

stayed "up head" until Friday night. This meant that she

had done the best work of anyone in the school for a whole

week. She was very prOUd of herself.

Wben the little children recited their lessons they,

too, stood with their toes on a line. The lessons sounded

something like this: b-a, ba; b-e, be; b-i, bi; or b-a, ba,

k-e-r, ker, baker.

Writing was done on slates with a slate pencil. The

children knelt on the floor and wrote on their slates. The

squeak, squeak of the slate pencils could be heard allover

the room.

"I am having a loud school here," said Mr. Thayer.

"I want everyone to study his lessons aloud. If I do not
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hear you studying I shall sWitch you with a hickory stick."

Little William's eyes had tears in them. He did not

know how to study but he kept saying something aloud over

and over just as he saw Anna do. He d.id not want to be

switched with a hickory stick.

"1£ you do not study well, I shall bring my fiddle

to school," added the teacher. "Then I shall play fast

music and make you study faster."

Some of the older girls giggled behind their slates.

Some of the older boys laughed out loud. The little chil-

dren did not even smile. They were afraid of the teacher.

At Christmas time, the old.er boys played a trick on

Mr. Thayer. They locked him in the school building. Then

they burned sticks under the floor. The boys wanted to

frighten the teacher by making him think that they were

going to burn down the building with him inside. This was

fun for the boys but it was not much fun for the teacher.

As more people moved to Terre Haute, there was a need

for more schools. All of the early schools were pay schools.

That is the parents of the children who attended them paid

the teachers. If the parents did not have money, they would

give the teachers food or clothing. Sometimes parents let

the teacher live in their homes for pay. If the parents

were too poor to pay anything, the children did not go to
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school.

People began to want free schoO.1S so that poor chil­

dren could learn to read, write, spell and do arithmetic.

Some people went from house to house to find out how many

children there were in Terre Haute between the ages of five

and twenty-one years. At that time, these people found

that there were six hundred fifteen boys, and seven hund.red

nine girls.

The first free school was built at Third and Oak

Streets. The bUilding was built and the teachers were paid

out of the money that the people in the town paid as taxes.

Taxes mean money that all people pay who ovm land or goods.

By building a free school, Terre Haute gave poor children a

chance to learn as well as children whose parents could pay

for ,their teaching. Later many more free schools were built.

Benny Hayes was one of the teachers in this free

school. He taught many well-known men and women.

Mr. Hayes said, "A boy must go through the arithmetic

three times and do every s~~ before he can be said to know

how to cipher."



CHAPTER XXIV

FIRE FIGHTING

One afternoon just as the children were leaving

school. the court house bell began ringing. One of the

older boys shouted. "}II ire .11 ::lmoke could be seen in the

northern part of the town. All of the children started to­

ward the fire. By the time they arrived many men and women

were there. too.

Every man who lived in the town belonged to the

Bucket-line. This Bucket-line meant that every man would

bring a bucket and help fight fires. He was his own chief

and did what he thought best.

llMy baby is in there. ll cried the woman whose house

was purning.

A man rushed in the burning house and brought out

the baby.

As the getting of pure water had always been a prob­

lem to the early settlers. the men in Terre Haute dug wells

here and there in the city. Pumps were used to get the

water from them. People could go there and get pure water

to drink.

·These wells were a great help in· the fighting of

fires. too. Some of the men took turns working the pumps.
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other men stood in two lines. The one line passed the

buckets filled with water from the wells to the fire.

Othe r me'n poure d the wa te r on the fire. The empty bucke ts

were passed by the other line of men back to the wells.

These men were brave fire fighters and saved the lives and

homes of.many people.

However as the village became larger and taller

buildings were built, there was a need for something better

to be used in fighting fires. The men in the town bought a

hand engine. It was used in pumping water to the fire.

Eight men moved the long handle up and down, up and down.

This engine pumped the water from the well through a long

hose to the fire. It was called Old Hoosier.

Vfuen there had been very little rain, the wells

oftentimes became dry. Then the men in the town offered

prizes of three dollars for the first hogshead of water to

be brought from the river to a fire. They offered two

dollars for the second and one dollar for the third. All

other hogsheads of water brought twenty-five cents apiece.

A hogshead is something like a barrel. It holds one hundred,

to one hundred forty gallons of water.

"Look, Julia," said James one day as they were going

down the street. They saw two draymen with hogsheads on

their wagons whipping up their horses. Draymen are men who
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own a horse and wagon.

"Let us follow them and see what they are going to

do,lT said Julia.

The children ran as fast as they could. after the

wagons.

All of the time the court house bell was ringing.

The children knew that there was a fire.

When the draymen got to the river, they jumped off

their wagons and lifted down the hogsheads. They qUickly

filled them with river water. Then they loaded them on

their wagons. Each man waved his long whip and tried to

make his horse go faster than the other man's horse. It was

an exciting race.

The one man's horse stumbled and fell. This caused

the vyagon to overturn. The d.river fell out and the hogshead

of water fell out, too. When the man got up, he was very

wet. The water had spilled allover him.

Some men stopped to unhitch the horse from the wagon.

They helped it to its feet. Then they righted the wagon

and put the empty hogshead back into it. No one was hurt.

Everyone was glad of that. Then all of the men hurried to

the fire.

The other drayman had not stopped when the horse had

stumbled. He hurried on to the fire. The three dollars
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prize money was his for ha,ving brought the first hogshead

of water to the fire.

The men in the town saw that this was not a very

good way to get water to fires. These men ordered public

cisterns to be built in different parts of town. A full

outfit for a hook and ladder company were also bought. It

was called Old Vigo. Today this same Old Vigo may be seen

in Smithsonian Institute, Washington, D. C.



CHAPTER XXV

THE NATIONAL ROAD

Many people came overland to the country around

Terre Haute. They came by way of the National Road. This

road was built by the United States government. It started

in the east and went west. The road crossed many rivers

and streams. In the east fine bridges of stone were built

over these rivers and streams. The miles were even marked

by iron mile posts.

The pioneers found that it cost money to keep the

bridges in repair. Iron gates were placed here and there

along the road. Some of them were closed. They were called

toll gates. This meant that in order to get through the

gates" a pe rson must pay a man standing near them. Then the

man would open the gates and let the people through. The

money was used to repair the bridges and the road, too.

Many people traveled over the National Road. Some

famous travelers were J. Richard Beste and his family. They

came over this road from Indianapolis to ~erre Haute. They'

rode in a wagon drawn by two fine horses. The Beste family

lived in England. Mr. Beste was writing a book about the

land in the west. He had brought his family to help him.

Mr. Beste .told about the trip in his book.
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"Three miles out of Indianapolis, If wrote I,Ir. Beste,

"I drove over a plank or corduroy road."

A corduroy road was made of logs placed one close

to the other. ~his was a fine road in the early days be­

cause when it rained there was no danger of getting stuck

in the mud.

"On the sides of this road were holes and stumps

of trees, If he went on. "I drove fast and passed many people

on the way. Some of them rode in wagons. They were moving

into the new country. ~Ihey carried the ir furni ture and bed­

ding in their wagons."

Mr. Beste said that the farther he drove from

Indianapolis, the wilder the country became. There were

stumps and holes in the road, too. As it was getting dark,

the Beste family spent the night at Mt. Meridian.

In the morning, they started on their way. The

farther west the family drove, the worse the road became.

Streams of water often ran down the middle of it. There

were no bridges' over the brooks and creeks. At one place,

Mr. Beste drove his wagon into a brook and up on the other.

side. At another place, the road led into a deep wood.

There was no trail to follow but riding was pleasant on the

smooth grass. The shade of the trees made it cool, too.

It was over such a road as this that Mr. Beste and his
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family drove when they came to Terre Haute.

This was the only way to travel between Indianapolis

and Terre Haute in those days. So the stagecoach came from

the east into town over the National Road.

The arrival of the stagecoach was a great event in

the lives of the people living in Terre Haute.

"Hurry, Julia," called James to his sister one da.y.

"I hear the stagecoach horn."

The two children ran down to Main Street. The stage­

coach drawn by four horses wa.s coming into town. There were

seats for the passengers in the stagecoach. At the back was

a place for the baggage. The driver sat on a high seat in

front of the coach.

Many people in the town ran to see the passengers get

out of the stagecoach. The passengers for the next town

hurried to find seats. Then the driver cracked his long

whip and away galloped the horses taking the stagecoach to

the next town.

Riding by stagecoach was not always pleasant. Some­

times the coach got stuck in the mud. Then the men and

women passengers had to climb out and help push it out.

They often got mud on their clothing.

"When I grow up I want to be a driver of a stage­

-coach," said James to Julia.



15'4

"All of the boys in this town want to be stagecoach

dr i ve rs J" answered Julia. "The re won't be enough stage­

coaches for all of you to drive."



CHAPTER XXVI

THE TOWN TAVERl~S

When people travel, they need a place to spend the

night. In the early days, men built inns or taverns along

the roads. Here people could get food to eat and a bed to

sleep in. The inns or taverns were much like our hotels of

today.

One tavern in Terre Haute was called the Eagle and

the Lion. It was named that because of a large sign that

hung out in front. Painted on the sign was the picture of

an eagle picking out the eyes of a lion. The eagle stood

for the United. States. The sign was to Show the people how

strong the eagle really was.

The tavern was made of logs. It had a front porch

as long as the building. There was a bell on the roof.

When a meal was ready, the owner of the tavern rang the

bell. All of the people who stayed at the tavern came

there to eat.

Inside the tavern was a large room with a great fire~

place in it. Many town meetings were held in this room.

Back of it was a dining room with chairs and tables. These

could be moved out and the dining room used for meetings,

too. The bedrooms were smaller rooms on the second floor
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Behind the tavern was a big stable. I~any people

traveled on horses in those days. Stables were needed to

take care of the horses. Men in charge of the stable put

fresh straw in the stalls and fed the horses oats and corn.

There was a wagon yard back of .the stable. If a traveler

came in a wagon, he could leave it there.

All travelers were treated the same. When a man

came to the tavern, he was given a seat before the fire. A

boy took off his mUddy boots and gave him a pair of slippers

to wear. If his clothing was wet from rain, the traveler

was given dry clothing. After he had had his supper, a bed

was ready for him. The next morning his boots were greased.

His clothing was dried and brought to him. Vfuen the trav­

eler had had his breakfast, he was ready to start on his

way.

All taverns charged the same rates. One meal cost

twenty-five cents. It costs twelve and a half cents to stay

overnight. The owner of a horse paid twenty-five cents for

a stable and hay. If he wanted his horse to have corn and

oats, he had to pay more.

The men who lived in Terre Haute often went to the

~agle and Lion Tavern in the evening When they had finished

their work. There they would meet other men and talk about
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things that had happened in the town. They would meet trav-

elers and hear news from other places, too.

The Prairie House was the name of a tavern that was

buil t le.ter. It was built at Seventh and Main Streets where

The Terre Haute House stands tod.ay. In the days of the

Prairie House, it stood fe.r out·on the prairie.

"It will not make money," said the people in Terre

Haute. "It is too far away from the town. The Prairie

House is well named because it is so far out on the prairie. 1I

At first the Prairie House did not make money.

People did not stay there because it was so far away from

the town. The owner had to roll up the carpets and pack

away the bedding, a.ishes and furni ture for eight years.

However, as the town became larger, more people moved east.

Then the Prairie House was opened again. Some young married

people went there to live. It became the best tavern in the

town.

Mr. Beste, the English traveler, and his family

stopped there while they were in Terre Haute. He told about

his stay in his book.

"At one 0' c lock the hate ful gong (be 11) s ounde d e,nd

we all went to dinner," he wrote. "The eating room was

large. From fifty to one hundred people could be seated

there. The people who ate at the Prairie House were very
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polite to one another.

flMr. Buntin was the innkeeper. He was very fat but

he was well dressed. Mr. Buntin carried a big carving set

in his hands. He showed the people where to sit. Then he

stood behind a large table filled with food.

"Some negro boys were the waiters. They wore white

coats but had no shoes or stockings on. These boys asked

the people what they wanted to eat. Then they went to Mr.

Buntin and gave him the order. He filled the plates with

food. The boys carried them to the people at the tables.

If a person ordered pork, he was likely to get lamb or

chicken. Howeve r, all of the food was we 11 cooked."

In another part of his book, Mr. Beste told of the

rooms that he and his family had at the Prairie House.

He wrote, "There was a si tting room or living room

to oursellteS • From the west windows of this room, we could

look out upon the grassy prairie land between the Prairie

House and the town. Besides this sitting room, we had bed­

rooms for ourselves and our servant. I paid five dollars a

week for board and room for each grown person. I paid two .

dollars and a half for the servant and five dollars for both

horses .11

Prices at the Prairie House were higher than the

prjces at the other taverns in the town.
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l,lr. Beste wrote that he was surprised, to find such a

good tavern ~s the Prairie House out on the prairies in the

west. 'He was surprised. too, to meet such kind, polite

people.



CHAPTER XXVII

One day J"ulial.lclntire said to her brother. James.

"Men are digging across the prairie."

"The;/ are building the cCinal," James replied.

"A canal: What is that?" she asked.

"When the men finish digging it. it will be a stream

of water something like the Wabash River," answered James.

"You know how dry the river gets in the late summer when

we do not have much rain. '11hen the boa ts cannot travel on

it for fear of getting stuck in the sand. The canal will

not go dry. It will have water in it all of the time.

Packet boats will go up and down the canal oarrying goods

and passengers all of the time except when the canal freezes

over in Winter."

"What makes the packet boat go?" asked Julia.

":Packet boats are pUlled by horses or mUles."

a,nswered James. "The horses or mules are driven by men who

walk along a little path on the bank of the canal. It is

called a towpath."

"How do you know so much about it?" asked Julia.

"I listened to the men talking who are digging the

canal," replied the boy.
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It was hard work digging. After a long time, the

canal was finished. All of the people in Terre Haute came

to the canal to see the first packet boat arrive.

"Toot-too-toot, toot-tao-toot," sounded the long

horn on the packet boat. Three mules came in sight. The

driver was walking beside them. The boat came last.

Many people were on board the packet boat. They

waved their hands to the people on the shore. ~ long rope

was thrown out of the boat. A man on shore tied the rope

to a post. 4 long board or plank was placed from the boat

to the shore. Passengers walked on it when leaving or

boarding the boat.

The passengers for Terre Haute got off the packet

boat. Goods were taken off, too. Pa~sengers for the other

towns were taken aboard. Then the plank was pulled on the

boat. The ropes that were fastened to the posts were un­

tied. The driver waved a long whip and slowly the mules

began pUlling the packet boat down the canal.

People who rode on packet boats found the day time

riding very pleasant. The canal went through shady groves

of trees. The water was smooth. There were many people

on board with whom they made friends.

Ntght riding was not so pleasant, however. At

night, beds for the passengers were made up on the inside
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of the cabin. ~he beds were something like hammocks.

Sometimes there were four rows of hammocks one 8bove the

other. - In summer it was ver;y warm in the cabins.

Each hammock ha.d a number. People riding at night

put numbers like those on the hammocks in a hat. Then

they drew out the numbers to see in which hammock they

would sleep.

There were places for the men on one side of the

boat and places for the women on the other side. The

children slept with their mothers. Often a mother and

child slept in the same hammock. Then they were crowded.

People slept with their clothes on. If they had

coats they hung them over a clothesline that was stretched

across the cabin.

Sometimes a passenger wanted to get off the packet

boat in the night. ~ince the boats were usually crowded,

he was sure to wake up most of the passengers when he left.

The lights on the boats were so dim that the passenger had

a hard time finding his coat and baggage. Sometimes he

would take a coat belonging to another passenger.

l1you have my coat,fl a man would shout out in the

dark. flYour coat is here. fl
i
I- Then the passenger who was lea1ring would find the

right coat. pick up his bag and go ashore. All of the
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people on the packet boat were glad when the passenger was

gone.

When the boats were new, the hammocks and ropes

holding them were strong. But as the boats became old, the

hammocks and ropes became worn. People were often afraid

to sleep in the top row of hammocks. ~hey were afraid that

the ropes would break. They were afraid, too, that a ham­

mock would tear and then the person sleeping in it would

fall through the hole. Sometimes this happened.

One man told about a trip that he took on a packet

boat. He woke up in the middle of the night. There was

something heavy on his chest. He tried to move but he

could not. He tried to call for help but he could not do

tha t e ithe r •

This was what had happened. A fat man had been

sleeping in the. hammock above him. The ropes that held the

hammock had broken in the night and the fat man had fallen

on the man below.

In those days men wore long pins to keep their ties

in place. fhe man underneath remembered about his tie pin.

Vfuen he found it, he stuck the pin into the fat man's body.

The fat man only moved a little. Then the man stuck him

again. The second time, he stuck the fat man harder than

the first time.
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"Help, help," shouted the fat man.

All of the men in the cabin woke up. The men

crawled' out of the ir hammocks. They Slept on the floor

the rest of the night. The men were afraid that other

hammocks might break down.

Sometimes circus boats went up and down the canal.

Julia and James always watched for the circus boats.

Julia said to James, "Look at that big sign on the

barn. It tells about a circus boat that is coming down

the canal to Terre Haute. It is called The Floating

Palace. I'wish we might go on board and see the circus

when it comes. I have never seen a circus."

".Maybe we can," answered James. "It costs fifty

cents for the best seats but there are others for twenty­

five cents."

Every child in Terre Haute was anxious to see the

circus. The Floating Palace carne to town on a Saturday.

Many people went down to the canal to see it arrive. All

of the people shouted when it came in sight.

The boat was open from two in the afternoon to

seven in the evening. Mrs. McIntire, JUlia, James and

Henry went to the circus. They went late because they

wanted to see the boat leave town.

About eight o'clock that evening, The Floating
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Palace moved Slowly down the canal. As the next day was

Sunday, there would be no show. All of the other days o~

the week, however, the circus boat would stop to give

shows at the towns along the canal.

There are only two things left in Terre Haute today

to remind us o~ the old canal •. One is Canal Street and the

other is a part of the old towpath winding along the river

bank to the Elk's Country Club at Jj'ort Harrison.
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CHAPTER XXVIII

TJ:rrt} RiULROAD

Travel by canal boat was slow. In the winter when

the canals were frozen over, boats could not go at all.

In the east men were building railroads. Railroad trains

could go faster than canal boats. People could travel on

them in winter as well as in summer.

There was a railroad from the east to Indianapolis.

Business men wanted to build another from Indianapolis to

St. Louis. ~hey wanted it to go through Perre Haute.

Chauncey Rose, who lived in Terre Haute, did a great

deal to get a railroad through the town. He bought land

from Indianapolis to Terre Haute that was needed for the

tracks. Not all of the people who owned this land wanted

to sell it. They did not want a railroad train running

near their farms. Phe noise of the trains frightened

their cattle. Their homes often caught fire from the sparkS

from the engine.

Mr. Rose had to buy other land. Then the railroa,d

had big curves in it~ The tracks had to go around the land

of the people who would not sell.

After the tracks were laid, lv1r. Rose sent a "man ea,st

to buy four big engines and some cars. The engines were
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for mail and one hundred forty cars to carry goods.

The railroad did a good business. Goods could be

sent faster by railroad than by boat. Passengers liked

the smooth tracks on which the trains rode. fhey did not

have to push the trains out of the mud as they had done

when riding in a stagecoach.

The railroad did much for Terre Haute, too. It

brought travelers to the city. If they stay~'d overnight,

the travelers went to the taverns. They spent money for

food and a place to sleep. ~his helped the tavern keepers.

It brought more people to live in the town. The

cars and engines sometimes broke down. Men were needed to

rep~ir them. ~ome of the rrsn who could do this best lived

in the east. ~hey came west to work on the railroad. Their

families came with them.

These men needed houses in which to live. Building

their houses gave work to carpenters. ~hese people needed

food and clothing. More stores where these things could

be bought opened in the town.

Some of the men who lived in ~erre Haute got jobs

working on the railroad. ~hey made more money at that kind

of work than they had ever made before. ~hey spent money

buying things in the stores. ~he stores bought more goods

and became larger stores. i30 the railroad helped 'l'erre
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Haute grow to be a larger town than it had been before.

The railroad made ~erre Haute a better place in

which to live. Chauncey Rose made a great deal of his

money through the railroad. He gave many gifts to the

people in the tovm. One of them was the Rose Polytechnic

School. It is a c allege for boys who want to le arn to be

engineers. ~oday the school is east of ~erre Raute on

road, nmnber forty.

Mr. Rose gave money to build the Hose Orphan's

Home at 'l'wenty-fifth and Wabash Avenue. It is a place

where children, mlo have no fathers or mothers to care for

them, may live.

These are only two of the many things that he did

for the town. It is said that no poor person who aSked

him for help W8..8 ever refused. So through the many gifts

of Chauncey Rose, Terre Haute was not only a larger town

but a better town as well.

Later other railroads were built through the town.

Terre Haute became known as a railroad town. People rode

here and changed trains. Goods were sent here and trans­

ferred from one train to another. These things made Terre

Haute a railroad town.



CHAPTER XXIX

GOOD r.HMBS

The pioneers had good times in ferre Haute in the

early days.

"We are going to have a spelling bee at school next

Friday night," said Julia I.'IcIntire to her mother. "May I

be in it?"

"Of course, you may," answered her mother. "James

may be in it, too and I shall go with you."

On Friday night a great many people gathered in the

school house. The ones who did not spell sat on benches

along the sides of the room. The men, women, boys, and

girls who were to spell stood up. ~wo people were selected

to choose sides.

"I hope ·we are both on the same side," said Julia

to James.

"I hope so, too," he said.

In choosing, however, Julia was on one side and

James was on the other. At last all of the spellers were

chosen. They stood in two straight lines facing each

other. The teacher, Benny Hayes, gave out the words to be

spelled. He pronounced a word to the leader on one side.

If he could spell it, Benny Ha~eB pronounced another word
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for the leader on the other side. If a person could not

spell a word. he had to sit down. Then Benny Hayes asked

the next person on the other side to spell it.

Benny Hayes pronounced hard words. Most of the

boys and girls missed the words. At last only two people

were left. Julia stood up on one side and James stood

facing her on the other.

They ran over to her and told her how glad they were.

Everyone was excited. The men and boys wanted

James to win. The women and girls wanted Julia to be the

winner. Mrs. IilcIntire was there. She did not care which

one won. She was proud because her twins could spell

better than anyone in the town.

At last James missed a word and Julia spelled it

'rhis mede Julia the winner. All of the women wererigh t.

glad.

James came over to her, too.

"I'm glad you won," he said. "If I had to get beat,

I would rather be beaten by you than by anyone else."

There were other bees besides spelling bees. One

of them was a quilting bee.

Mrs. McIntire had finished a quilt. It was hard to

get cloth for quilts in pioneer days. Mrs. McIntire had

some cloth left from James's and Henry's shirts and there

was goods left from Julia's dress. Mrs. Earle gave Mrs.
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McIntire some goods from Anna's and William's clothes.

Other women in the town gave her cloth, too. Mrs. McIntire

cut the goods into pieces. She sewed the pieces together

to make blocks. Vfuen she sewed the blocks together, she

had a quilt top. Then she put Some cotton and a back on

it.

The women in the town came and helped her do the

sewing or quilting. They brought their needles and thimbles

with them. They brought dishes of fooa., too. Mrs. McIntire

gave them the thread to use in quilting.

The women spread the quilt on a big table. They

sewed and sewed. They talked as fat:lt as they sewed. 'l'here

was a buzzing sound from the women's voices all through the

house.

Some of the children came with their mothers. They

played "Three Deep," "Hide and Go Seek," and "Blackman" out

in the yard.

When noon came, Mrs. McIntire put her quilt away.

The women put their dishes of food on the table. Mrs.

McIntire brought out some food, too. Then the children

came in from the ir games. All of them ate their noon meal

together. The women and children had good times working

and playing together. This good time was called a quilting

bee. It was propably called a bee because the sounds of



17,3

the women's voices, as they quilted, were like that of bees

in a hi ve.

,In the winter time, the young people had good times

bobsled riding. The wheels were taken off the wagons and

runners put on the m. The bo ttom of the wagons were fille d

with straw. The horses, who were to pull the bobsleds, had

good shoes on their feet so that they would not fallon the

slippery ice and snow.

The people sat in the bottom of a bobsled. They

had blankets to put over themselves to keep them warm.

Sometimes stones or irons were hea.ted to keep their feet

warm.

When all of the young people were settled in the

bobsled, the driver would shout, "Git up."

Away over the roads the horses pUlled the bobsled.

The people who ,were riding sang songs, and told jokes and

stories. All of them had a good time.

Sleighing was another winter sport. Most sleighs

held either two or four people. The horse's harness had

bells on it. When the horse moved, the bells rang. On

winter evenings, pioneers often heard the tinkle, tinkle

of sleighbells. They rushed to the windows of their houses

to try to find out who was sleighing.

In the summer, swimming and boating made good times
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for the people who lived here. The river and also several

creeks near the town we re go ad places to swim and to go

boat riding.

Most of these good times cost little or no money.

Later on, people had good times that they paid for. Shows

were good times that cost people money.

One of these shows was a circus. Every summer, at

least one circus came to ~erre Haute by way of the National

Road. The animals, clowns, and people who performed and

played in the band rode in bi~' circus wagons. As the

wagons went along the road one behind the other, they made

a parade.

When the circus came into Terre Haute, the band

began playing. The people in the town heard the music.

They ran out of their houses to see the parade. Later in

the day, many of them went to the circus ground and paid

money to see the show. Circus day was a great event in the

lives of the people living in ~erre Haute.

Another kind of show that people paid money to see

was the Minstrel Show. When the pioneers went to these

shows, they saw white men who had their faces blackened

to look like negroes. ~hese men told jokes and sang funny

songs. They made the people laugh. ~he pioneers liked

the Minstrel Show.



All of these shows cost money. They made good

times, however, for the people who could pay to see them.



CHAPiER xxx

IMPROVING THE TOWN

The people who lived in ferre Haute needed to im­

prove the town. There were stumps of trees in the middle

of the streets. When it rained, the mud was so deep that

sometimes a horse and wagon could not get through it. So

the stumps were taken away. 'l'he holes were filled up.

Then the streets had to be made level. Gravel was used on

the streets to fill up the holes and make the roadway hard.

There were no sidewalks for the people to walk on.

The people in the town put down wooden sidewalks. ~hese

were much better than the dirt paths that had been used.

Most people used horses as a way to get from one

part of town to another. The horses were easily frightened.

If a horse was left untied in front of a store and became

frightened, he was sure to run away. Hunaway horses often

ran into grown people or children. Many times the people

were hurt. The men in the town put iron posts in front of

the stores and houses. Horses could be tied to these iron

posts while their owners were shopping or calling on some­

one. If the horse became frightened, it could not run

away.

High water ca.used most of the old wooden bridge
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across the river to be carried away. A steamer on the

river was blown against what was left. Then there was no

bridge -over the Wabash River at Terre Haute.

A new bridge had to be built. It was built with

a top on it. Such a bridge was called a covered bridge.

The people in the town paid for most of the building of

it. Owners of the steamer paid for the rest. The new

bridge was wide and strong enough to hold heavy loads.

High waters would not carry it away. The people in the

town were glad to have this ne w bridge over the river.

Good drinking water had always been a problem to

the settlers. Many people who lived around Terre Haute

got sick because they did not have pure water to drink.

A man who knew about water came to the town to see if he

could find pure water for the people.~ He found some

springs between two hills east of town. ~hese springs

had pura water in them.

A wall was built between the openings of the hills.

This formed a deep hole for a reservoir. The reservoir

would hold enough water to last the p30ple in the town for

two weeks. The water was pure and tasted good. After the

people in the town used it, there was less sickness.

A gas plant came to terre Haute. Gas was piped

through the town. ~he people used the gas for light~ng
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and for cooking. It gave a better light than they had. had

before. It gave them a good fuel for cooking, too.

·The streets of the town were very dark at night.

Women. and even men, were afraid to go out late at night

because they might be robbed or fall in the dark and get

hurt. The men of the town bought one hundred lamp posts

for the city. These posts had gas light in them.

Every avening a man rode from post to post to light

the gas lights. He carried a little ladder which he used

to climb up to the light. He rode all through the town

lighting the lamps. In the morning, he rode around and

turned them out. After the town was lighted, men and

women were not afraid to go out on the streets at night.

New laws had to be made. Laws are rules by which

people live. When there were few people living in the

town, there were few laws. These people did not need many

laws. As more people came to town, there was a need for

more laws.

Beggars stood on the streets and asked for food

and money. Some of them were lazy and would rather ask

people for money than go to work. The people in the town

had to make laws about them.

Small boys flew kites on the sidewalks. Some­

times they ran into people and knocked them down. Laws
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had to be made about children playing certain games on the

sidewalks.

-When pe op1e obeye d these laws, 11/erre Haute became

a better place in which to live.

Terre Haute was growing. It was no longer a small

town. It was a city. 11'he little children, who first

lived here, grew to be men and women. Some of them, like

the McIntires, stayed here all of their lives. They

helped make 'I'erre Haute the city that it is today.

Others, like William Earle, moved away. But they

remembered the town. William Earle became 8 sea captain.

While he was sailing on his ship, he wrote letters about

his life in early rrerre Haute. We have learne d a great

many things about the town from William Earle's letters.

Now open your eyes, boys and girls. Your journey

is over. You have heard the story of how Terre Haute was

settled. 1'hink sometimes of the people who worked to

build it. 'l'hey are the ones who have made possible our

present city of ~erre Haute.
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