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CHAPTER I
THE PROBLEM AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE

The success or failure of a school's practices is

‘dependent on the attitﬁdes held by the parents of the children

in that particular school. ZXducational practices can be
successfully used only when the pafents understand and are
satisfied with them. Their opinions are highly significant

to the success of administrators and teachers.
I. THE PROBLIM

Statement of the problem. It was the purpose of this

study (1) to ascertain the general attitude of the parents
toward the Meridian Street Elementary School of Brazil, Indiana;
(2) to obtain data to show if parents were satisfied or dis-
satisfied with the teachers; (3) to determine the parenﬁs'
attitude toward the discipline in the school, the parents?
satisfaction with the six week home report, and the work done |
in schobl by their children; (4) to discover if any major or
minor educational practices needed to be revised or if more
public information was necessary in specific areas; (5) to

determine if the parents should be included in school planning

and policy making.

Importance of the study. Guess work has no more place

.....
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in education than it has in science.' Teachers and administra-
tors have guessed that what they Wefe doing would meet with
the satisfaction of the parents and have informed the parents

of the educational procedures practiced by the school. To

infbrm the parents is not enough. In this democracy the

parents must have their part in the school organization.

All teachers and admninistrators have problems. In-
telligent planning to correct thése problems can be done
only if accurate and dependable information is collected to
determine the size and nature of' the problem. To help sdlve
these problems the attitude of the parents should determine
the planning of the public relations program. Only if reli-
able iﬁformation of the parents' attitudes is at hand can a

useful public relations program be planned for the fulfilment

of this objective.

3School practices must have parental support. Much has
been written about the parents' part in the school. However,
the only literature of parents' attitudes toward the school
that codld be found by the writer is presented in Chapter II.
In the past, educators have not asked what the parents thought
of the educational procedures practiced by the school. Now,
with the great need of more school money, if education at it;
preéent level is too be maintained, taxpayers will support

school taxes only to the degree of their satisfaction with

the schools. To care for the increased cost of an expanding
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curriculdm,'higher péy for teachers,'hiéher building costs,
and increased enrollment, it is essential that the parents,
support the educational practices of the school.

The full suppoért of the parents must be obtained, and
a sufvey of theilr opinibné is necessary as a background for
adequate planning. The educator, with a knowledge of the
parents' opinions, can plan a public relations and parent

educational program in those areas of school practices where

they are needed. -
IT. THZ SCHOOL

The location. The school is located three blocks from

the business district of Brazil, Indisna. The school area is
bounded by streets on the east, south, and west. MNeridian
Street, bounding the east side is the only street carrying

heavy traffic.

The school site. The school yard is slightly less

than one acre, containing forty thousand square feet. .This
area includes that space occupied by the building, front lawn,
and concrete walks surrounding the building, leaving but half
of the area for a playground. The play area slopes slightly -
toward the west and, begause of this slope, gullies with heavy

rainfally, The surface is a mixture of hard clay, ashes, rock,

and sand. Along the western side of the playground, a five-
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foot, two-byfour-inch mesh wire fence hés been erected. This-
)

fence was erected during the summerbof 1949 after the ques-

tionnaire was presented to the parents the preceding March.

The building. The.original vart of the building was

‘built in 1870 and was used as a high school building. In 1885
more rooms were added, which compleped the present structure.
It is a two story brick building with a full basement. The
ground floor is composed of five classrooms, with & cloak hall
for each room. The seéond floor is composed of four class-
rooms and a large study hall. The girls' restroom is on the

first floor and the boys' restroom is located in the basement.

The faculty. The faculty was composed of nine teachers

and a principal. Special teachers taught music, art, and
physical education two periods a week to each class. The
acting principal taught a half day.

" Each teacher held a bachelor's degree. One completed
her master's degree in June of 1949. Two completed their
masters degrees during the summer of 1950.

The experience in years taught was 4, 12, 15, 15, 17,
21, 26, 31, 32, and 34. In the same order as above, the years
of teaching in the Brazil schools was 1, 1, 3, 1k, 5, 20, 26,.
30, 32, and 33. 9Six ofvthe teachers in lMeridian School were

single women, two were married women, and two were married

men.




The enrollment. In larch, 1949, at the time the

gquestionnsire was sent to the parenﬁs, the first grade
numbered thirty-one, the second .rade numbered thirty-seven,
the third grade numbered thirty-seven, the fourth grade
_numbered thirty-one, aﬁd Gfade Five B numbered twenty-six.
In the departient on the seoond floor, Grade Five A nun-
bered forty-one and was diVided into two sections. Grade
Six B numbered thirty-one. Grade Six & numbered one hun-
dred four and was divided into three sections. The total
enrollment for the school was three hundred thirtv-six. .

The 3ix A 2nd 8ix B clesses included sll the sixth
grade pupiis in the Brazil city schools. ¥Frade Five 4 in-
cluded.ohildren from two city districts other than the
Meridian district. Grade Five B included children from one
city district other then keridian.

The school enrollment was very stable. During thé
school year twenty-four new students were enrolled, and
nineteen were withdrawn to attend other schools. Of the
nineteenAstudents who withdrew, nine were from ths .roup of
twenty~-four new students who had enrolled during the school

year,

Discipline in the school. Discipline was chiefly

of the teacher authority type in seeing that rules were

oObeyed. However, the children were asked to help make the




necessary rules and regulations in their home rooms.
Corporal punishment was used when considered ab-
solutely essential. Parental consent ws=s sscured before a

paddle was used. Jorporal punishment wss used only for

those children who were repeatedly in trouble and who failed

to improve after conference and other mesns of discipline
had been tried.

The parents of any child who refused to obev group
rules and school regulations were called in for a confer-
ence'with the principal and teachers. This practice servéd

to keep the school discipline problems ot 2 minimun.

-31x week report. The conventional 2, B, 2, D, and

F marks were used to indicate the stenderd of work done by
the child. 1In theory these letters h=d nunerical values.
In practice, however, the teachers used mnany other values
such as: work habits, daily work done, attitudes toward the
work, intellic.ence of the child, and age of the child Lefore
assigning a subject matter grade. |

The social haﬂits, worx habits, and health habits
section of the csrd were checked only when a child was not
doing as he should in these areas. This made the six wesk

report a negative instrument in these sections.

Home work. Home work was not required by the teachers

in any grade. It was discouraged but not denied to the




student;

school work. The school was, to a large extent, a

traditional school. Yet, a cert=in amount of progresgsive
) &

procedures were present, found chiefly in pupil planned

~assignments, active group participstion and group coopera-
tion, visual aids, use of community resources, and the
partial break-down of subject lines into larger aresass,
Many more modern ideas were used in the first four
grades than in the fifth and sixth departmental work. The

school was traditional with a slow novement toward the use of

modern ideas.
IIT. LIMITATIONS

Limitations of the study. This study wes limited to

only one of the five elementary schools in the city of

Brazil. ©UNo attempt was made to make a city wide survey at

this time.

The questionnaire did not delve deeply into any
specific field but covered only the broader aspects of the
various fields. The questionnaire was not detailed enough
to furnish complete reasons for the parents' answers. The
type of questions used in the questionnaire made it impos-
sible to determine the degree of satisfaction or dissatis-

faction of a parent on the various items.
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Tye type of édnswer required for “some of the questions

¥
caused a low response to those questions.

IV. ORGANIZATION OF THS REMAINDER OF THE TEISIS

A review of the literature is given in Chapter II.

Chapter III contains data concerning the parents,
discussion of the questionnaire, and a discussion of the
three types of answered questioﬁnaires.

Chapter IV contains the presentation and analysis of

the data.

Chapter V contains the swimary and conclusions.




CHAPTER II

REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

Educators have written much concerning the parents!

plade in American education and how to cooperate with them.

The writer has been unable to find much material written of
actual parental attitudes toward the educational practices.
Prominent educators are recognizing the importance of
pubiic opinion. Willard E. Givensl, executive secretary of
the United States National Education Association, told the
fourth assembly of the world organization of the teaching
profession, that the voice of the people was as important in
education as in government. He stated that no function of
education was more important than its impact on public opinion
and the gaining of support of that great body in getting help
to accomplish the task of educating the American children.
" McAllister wrote the following in a survey of parental
attitude toward home reporting:
Of the total response, 79.70 per cent approved
marklng on the basis of the progress the child
makes in relation to what he is able to do. . .
The group, generally speaking, approved the theory
of grading in accordance with ability; but in
actual practice, . . . 34.76 per cent expressed

that they did not favor the new type report carg
using S and U to evaluate the child's progress.

1 Associated Press dispatch, The Indianapolis News,
July 19, 1950. .
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Mckllister'sB:study also showea that parents preferréd-
a six week grading interval, as this'interval kept the parehts
well informed of the child's progress and enabled them to

give help where the child had encountered difficulties. The

group of varents surveyed were much opposed to a conference

as a substitute for report cards but felt the use of the new
report cards had led to more and better understood conferences,
between parent and teacher and between parent and child. How-
ever, many of the parents giving approval to conferences with
the teachers, insisted the teachers should be less diplométic
in their conferences and furnish the parent with more sugges-
tions of a helpful nature in guiding the child.

The Illini Survey Associates polled the parents in a
recent survey of the schools of Springfield, Missouri, and
reached the following conclusion:

This chapter supports the conclusion that, though

the public is less familiar than teachers with tech-
nical educational problems, Springfield citizens en-
dorse the emerging professional philosophy of Lduca-
tion. 1In general, those citizens who adhere to out-
moded and traditional goals for education are those

who are least educated themselves and those too old
to be immediately concerned with problems of educat-

ing the young.

2 Anne McAllister, "A 3Study of Parent Attitude Toward
Newer Practices in Pupil Reporting in the Elkhart Elementary
gchools," (a 600 paper, a graduate requirement, presented to
the faculty of the Department of Education, Indiana State
Teachers Collége, Terre Haute, Indiana, 1950), p. 23.

3 Ibid., pp. 53-61.
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In the judgmeht of the survey staff, the citizens
of Springfield exhibit in their opinion a readiness
to support good education. Given an opportunity to
know what schools are attempting to do and how they
are attempting to do it, the sSpringfield public will
undoubtedly continue to respond as they have in the
past iﬁ behalf of the education of their children and
youth. :
Arnold5 feels that the school survey is an excellent
practice when carried on by agencies, unbiased and skilled
in survey techniques. Surveys are a device which is too
valuable to be neglected. He also felt they have exerted a
great influence in changing and developing many educational
programs. 3urveys should be used if there is a genuine desire
of all concerned to undertake a general review of the educa-
tional program leading to progressive improvements of the
local schools. The goal of all surveys should be improvenment
in school practices. He felt that parents should be included

in some of these surveys, but for many it was not necessary.

~An editor of The Blementary sSchool Journal had the

following to say of a recent Gallup poll of parental opinion:

Reports of public dissatisfaction with schools
are not borne out by a recent CGallup poll. On the
contrary, if the poll is an accurate barometer, it
is quite probable that parents are much better pleas-
ed with school programs and with teaching than are
teachers themselves. According to the poll, &7 per

b wp Look at Springfield schools,™ A Report of the
Survey of the Public Schools of Springfield, Missouri,
(Champaign, Illinois: btipes “Publishing Company, 1948), p. 59.

> William E. Arnold, "Are School Surveys Worth While%$"
The American School Board Journal 111: 28 Qctober, 1945.
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cent'of the parents are satisfied with the schools
attended by their children, and only & per cent
think the teachers are doing a poor job.

This sounds like a resounding vote of apvroval,
but not many educators are likely to interpret it
as an invitation to complacency. Perhaps it will
serve to reassure those educators alarned by the
bad public reaction that they have seen arising
from so much talk about shortcomings of schools.

- . . It is well to recognize, in the returns of
this Gallup poll, a danger signal--a signal that
parents need to be aroused from their satisfaction
with schools as they exist and led to denand oro-
grams Of education far better than any we have
known. People must not be allowed to remain con-
tent with the caliber of many teachers now in our
sohoo%s nor with the conditions under which teachers
work.

Hand7 feels there are many components of parental sat-
lsfaction and dissatisfaction with the schools. e states
definitely that the treatment of children by teachers and
other school officials is the most inportant. The teachers
must really know and care for the child. The parent must.
know that sympathy and understanding are extended to the

child.

Discipline, if parents are to be satisfied, must be

neither too strict nor too lax, nor can it be a hodgepodge

of both.

6 "Parents Pleased With the Schools,'" The Elenentary
School Journal, 47:65-6, October, 1946.

7 Harold C. Hand, What People Think About Their Schools
(Yonkers-On-Hudson: World Book Company, 19LE), pp. 33-L3.
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Parents will fiot be satisfied if ‘they feel their
children are not receiving sufficient help with their school
work. The school work must have value in the parents!

opinion. ©Neither will the parent be satisfied if the child

is getting less from his school work than he should.

Other components that can cause much dissatisfaction
are: the amount of homework done by the child, methods of
teaching which are not made clear by the school, inadeguacy

of equipment, and teachers' attitude toward the parents.




CHAPTER IIT

SOURCE OF DATA

A questionnaire was deemed the only practical way to
obtain the true attitudésiof the parents toward the educa-
tional policies practiced in the Meridian 3treet Elenentary

3chool. All data used in this study came from this source.

I. QUESTIONNAIRE

The questionnaire* was designed to obtain the atti-
tude of the parents toward those various phases of the edu-
cational policies of the Meridian Street Llementary School,
as statéd in the problemn.

The personal information was wanted for tabulation
purposes and for an over-all picture of the parent body.
This information was not used for tabulating purposes as
little difference was found between groups and because of the
heavy percentage of satisfied parents.

The questionnaire was sent out under the signature of
the superintendent of schools, George R. Pell, who was very ‘
interested in this study and offered every means of coopera-

+

tion available. The superintendent had the stencils made and

300 copies of the questionnaire readied for distribution to

* Copy in the appendix.
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the parenks.
No advance publicity of any type was used to facili-
tate returns. It was decided no publicity would be used un-

less returns were small. The parents were not previously

infofmed of the questionnaire in any way.

On Friday, March 18, 1949, the questionnaires were
sent to the homes of the parents by the children. Each child
was asked to be postman in carryiﬁg the questionnaire hone
and returning it to schopol. All questionnaires were returned
one week later.

The questionnaire was long. A total of Fifty-one
separate gquestions were asked. Of these, three contained’
follow—ﬁp questions such as question number two. There were
six questions which required a statement or comment as an
answer, such as questions nine, fifty, and fifty-one. A word
Or a number to supply an answer was required by three queé-
tions.  Of the questions, forty-two required a check mark to
indicate the chosen answer. The last two groups were seldom
left blénk by the parents and proved much nore satisfactory
in obtaining answers than those questions requiring written

statements or comments.
II. PARENTS

Perents answering the guestionnaire. Of the 231 re-

turned questionnaires, 161 or 69.7 per cent were answered by
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mothers. Fathers answered 56 or 24.24 per cent, guardians

answered 9 or 3.9 per cent, and mothers and fathers, answer-

ing together, answered 5 or 2.16 per cent.

Age of parents. The median age was 36 with the highest

age being 77 and the youngest parent being 25. Only eight
parents were 55 or older, eleven were 50 to 54, twenty-four
were 45 to 49, forty-six were 4O to 44, fifty-six were 35 to

39, sixty were 30 to 34, and twenty-six were 25 to 29.

Length of residence in the city and county. The median

length of residence in the city was 22 years, Only ten
Tamilies had resided in Brazil less than 1 year. Thirty-six
or l5.5é per cent had lived in Brazil less than 5 years. Due
to the infreguent moving of the school families, the student
body was very stable through the school year and fron vear to
year. The median number of years lived in this county wa s 29
years, ‘and only 11.69 per cent of the families had lived in

the county less than 5 years.

fZducational gualifications of the parents. The third

year of high school was the median grade level reached by the
parents in educational achievement. There were 7.79 per cent

-who had a seventh grade education or less. Of the 231 parents,

17.32 per cent had college training of one or more years,

A total of 124 of the parents had attended the Brazil
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schools.“ Of this gréup, 65 had atteﬁded the Meridian Street
school. The number of parents who did not attend the city’
schools but attended schools in the county totaled 31. There

were 6 parents who did not answer the question. Those who

attended schools outside the county or city nuabered 70.

children represented by parents. Only five of the

parents of children in the first four grades failed to re-
turn a questionnaire. The smaller return in the fifty and
sixth grade may have b;en due to the fact that many of these
children came from other attendaﬁce districts. In all, 296
of the 336 students were represented by the returned que s-
tionnaires.

Of the 336 students, 11 were colored. These 11 children

represented nine colored families.
ITI. THREE TYPD3 OF RETTRNS

Careful study of the returned questionnaires revealed
three different types of parents indicated by the manner in

which the questionnaires were answered.

Group one. The first group, which was snall, was coum-
posed of parents who seemed to be unable to find anything to
criticize. In their estimation, everything was ideal. They

praised the teachers, the discipline, and the school work.

Even the small playground was pralsed, and no fault was found
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with the ﬁuilding, lfghting, or equipﬁeﬁt. This is ample
evidence of a poor knowled:e of the échool or shallow think;
ing by this group of parents. Another possibility for the

answers might have been fear of reprisal on the children if

the parents' identity was revealed.

Group two. The second £roup, also small, was the direct
opposite of the first group. This group of parents was dis-
satisfied with every phase of the school. In their estimation,
nothing was Leing done properly. Anong this gsroup were found
the parents who thought their chiidren were not receiving fair
treatment from the other children or teachers. The teachers
were blamed for the child's poor school work, and the teachers
were disliked by both the parents and the children. They made
such remarks as: get rid of the teachers, teachers do not
grade fairly, change teachers every two yeafs, stop discrimi-~
natinglagainst the poor children, and the treatment of the
children by the teachers. Seemingly, they had a severe»grie-
vance with the school. This grievance had caused a prejudice
in their attitude toward the school. When asked what they
liked best about the school, several had written the word,

nothing.

Group three. Parents in the third group seemed to give

careful attention and thought to each question. Their criti-

cism was of a constructive nature for the improvenent of the
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school. They seemed to have no axe to grind, and their motive
in answering seemed to be a genuine desire to see the develop-
ment of & better school. They especially condemnned the old

building, the playground and its crowded conditions at play

periods, the inadequate‘lighting facilities, crowded classes,

and too few teachers.

These three groups deserve consideration by the reader

in studying the tebulations and analysis of data.




SHAPTER IV

PRESENTATION AND AJALYSIS OF DATA

Information resulting from the 231 returned question-~

naires will be presented in this chapter. Tabulations of the

findings will be included with analysis of the findings.
I. R43POISE TO THE YQUESTIONNAIRE

Of the 265 questionnaires submitted to parents for
checking, 231 were returned. This represented a return of
€7.17 per cent. It also represented the same percentage of
the families of the children in school, as one questionndaire
was senf to each family.

An attempt was made by the writer to group the parents
according to age for tabulation. The results being nearly the
same for each age group, it was decided to use all parenté as
a total group. Another deciding factor for having but one
group, was the high percentage of parents answering the same
way on mdst of the questions. This high percentage gave small
chance for answer variation in any other grouping that mightw
have been used for tabulation. To have used wmore than one
group would have reduced the numbers in each group to such a
small number that it might have caused the validity of the
findings to be questioned.

‘Percentages on all tables were figured for the total




231 parents answering the questionnaire.

II. TABULATION AND ANALYSIS OF DATA

Table I shows the general parental attitudes toward
the éohool. 4 |

Table I shows that &€7.45 per cent of the parents were
satisfied with the school. The school had 10.39 per cent of
dissatisfied parents. Several indicated they were dissatis-
fied because they questioned the safety of the building.

The children seem to have been satisfiled with the échool,
as 92.64 per cent of the parents answered this question in
the affirmative. The question was not answered by three of
the parénts, and fourteen parents indicated their children
were dissatisfied with the school. O0f the fourteen dissatis-
fied parents, nine of them were of the twenty-four parents
dissatisfied with the school. This might indicate that dis-
satisfied children cause the parents to be dissatisfied.

A large per cent, 95.67, of the prrents, were satisfied
with theiother children in the school. Only nine of the
parents were dissatisfied with the other children. It could
be easily understood if a parent were dissatisfied with a few
of the other pupils, but for a parent to be dissatisfied with
the other puplls as a group seems unwarranted. Of this group
of parents, five belonged to the twenty-four dissatisfied with

the school, and all nine belonged to the group of parents whose




TABLE I

GENERAL PARENTAL ATTITUDES TOWARD THL 3CHOOL

o Unusable ar
Attitudes y no response Totals

f % f

Parental satisfaction : ,
with the school 202 : T 2.16 " 23 100.00

Parentsl opinion of
child's satisfac-
tion with school 214 3 100.00

Parentel satisfaction
with other children 221 3s . 100.00




children were dissatisfied with school. |

The high percentage of parents who answered the 1itenms
of Table I in the affirnative, indicates general satisfaction
with the school.

| Table II gives the parents' reasons for their children

liking school. The guestion required a written answer and
suffered a smaller return, as did all questions of this type.
This question was answered by 165 of the 214 parents in Table
I, page 22, who were of the opinion their children were satis-
fied with the school. |

As indicated by 49.78 per cent of the 231 parents, the
teache:s were the main reason for their children liking school.
Here, as taroughout the questionnaire, the teachers emerged
as the chief reason for parentsl satisfaction. This seems to
be a highly significant factor to be remembered.

The next most popular reasons given by the parenté for

their children liking school were the pupils, 22.08 per cent,

‘and school work, 18.61 per cent. All other reasons combined

had a smaller percentage total then any of the leading three.

Table III, page 25, shows the parental reasons for
their children's dissatisfaction with school. A4ll fourteen
parents, Table I, page 22, who said their children were dis-
satisfied with school, answered this question.

The reasons for the children disliking school were:

teachers, 1.73 per cent, too far from child's home, .87 per




TABLE IT

PARENTAL REASONS FOR JHILD LIKINCG 37HOOL

Reason

Teachers

Students

>chool work

sSports

Departmental work

Has known no other school
Playground

Lives close to school
One of life's musts
School isn't too crowded
Good location

Friendly atmosphere
Parental encouragement
Is experiencing success

H 2o i ~3 0




TABLE ITIT

PARENTAL REASON3 FOR JHILD DISLIKING 53HOOL

leason

f

Per cent

Teachers

Too far from child's home

Poor building

Grading system .

Too large a student-teacher ratio
Children make fun of child

Just doesn't like it

Doesn't like to sit still

Poor school ground

Likes country schools best

Poor lights

Tod many children from out of town

HHERFRERPERRE DD

1.73
87
.87
87
43
c43
43
43
W43
43
<43
43




cent, poo% building,:.87 per cent, ané dislikes grading sys-
tem, .87 per cent. The other reasoné have a frequency of o;e
each, and a percentage of .43 ver cent.

Only four parents listed the teachers as a reason for
theif children disliking séhool. To the writer, it had seemed
highly probable that more than 4 of 231 parents in any school
would state their children disliked the teachers.

The fact that the parents gave so many and varied rea-
sons for their children's dissatisfaction, indicated no major

corrections need be made by the school.

The first three items of Table IV seem to furnish evi-
dence to substantiate the parents' satisfaction with the teach-
ers, as indicated in Table II, page 24, Only 4 parents, 1.73
per cent, felt the teachers were not well trained, while 222
or 96.1 per cent answered this question in the affirmative.
| ~ The parents, 93.51 per cent, said the teachers weré
doing é‘good Job of instructing their children. Only 10 parents,
L.33 per cent, were dissatisfied with the job the teachers |
ﬁg were doiﬁg. This high percentage of parents satisfied with
ﬁj the teacher's work seems to indicate the teachers were giviné

the type of education wanted by the parents.

Those parents who were satisfied with the treatnent

their children received at school totaled 93.07 per cent. Only
9 parents were dissatisfied with the teachers' treatment of

their children..
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TABLE IV

PARENTAL ATTITUDEs TOWARD [HE TEACHIERS

Tnusable or

Attitudes Yes No no response Totals
f % T % ;i % f %
Teachers well trained 222 96.1 A 1.73 5 2.16 231 99.99
Teachers doing good job 216 93.51 10 L4e33 | 2.16 231 100. )
Child treatment satis
; factory 215 93.07 9 3.9 7 3.03 231 100.
Teachers overworked 7L, 32.03 139 60.17 18 7.79 231 100,
Teachers' salary '
adequate 92 39.83 94 40.69 45 193.48 231 100.
Married women go0d
teachers 153 B66.23 71 30.74 7 3.03 231 100.
Hire more men teachers 131 56.71 88. 38.1 - 12 5.19 231 100.
Closer parent-teacher
relztionship 200 8&6.58 2 8.66 11 4.76 231 100.
P.T.A. member 92 39.83 134 58.01 5 2.16 231 100.
Welcome when visiting '
school 201 €7.01 6 2.6 24 10.39 23 1858,
School. visit beneficial ,
to child 200 86.58 16 6.933 15 6.49 231 100,
Teacher's home visit
beneficial 111 4&.05 104 45.02 16 6.93 231 100.

L2
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Tﬂe small numéer of parents aﬂswéring in the negative
to the first three items of Table IV seems to indicate tha£
the school has very few, if any, problems in its parent-
teacher-child relationship. The writer feels that any school
will have a group of pareﬁts that will always be dissatisfied.
That the school should have so few dissatisfied with the
teachers is gratifying.

Although the average teaching load in the school was
thirty-five plus, only-32.03 per cent of the parents felt the
teachers were overworked. Almost twice this percentage, 5r
60.17 per cent, felt the teachers were not overworked. This
seems to indicate a teacher's work is not too difficult when
viewed By the parent. The parents, however, reversed the
teaching load number in Table XI, page LG where they indicat-
ed twenty-five as a correct number fér class size. Also, in
Table IX, page 37, L5.45 per cent of the parents Telt the
classes were too large. This will be discussed in detail later
in this chapter.

Of the parents, 66.23 per cent felt married women make
good teachers, while 30.7L per cent said they did not, indi-
cating no real problem as only two of the teachers were narried,
and one of these resigned at the end of the school year, A
desire for more men teachers was indicated by 56.71 per cent

of the parents. This was answered in the affirmative more

frequently by parents who had children in the higher elementary
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grades. ﬁowever, 38.i per cent indicétea that more men teach-
ers were not needed. Several qualified their negative answér
by saying that no more were needed in the first three grades,
Others answered in the negative, but added that the balance
in tﬁe departunent of thfee.women and two men was correct. A
élear inclination was indicated for men to be included in the
elenentary faculty. i

Of the parents 86.58 per cént clearly indicated they
wanted closer parent-teacher relationship, but only 39.€&3 per
cent belonged to the parent-teacher organization. This indi-
cates more work is needed toward gaining a larger membership
in this organization. Seemingly, the parents and teachers
will ha%e to find a way to this closer relationship desired
by the parents. Having 87.01 per cent of the parents feel
welcome when visiting school indicates to some extent the will-
ingness of the teachers for this closer relationship. This
seems €specially true as 86.58 per cent of the varents indi-
cated the school visit had been beneficial to the child.

Home visitation has been considered a benefit to the
educator. The parents, however, divided rather evenly in their
opinion of the home visit, as 48.02 per cent d4id not beiieve |
apy benefit would be derived. :

Table IV seems to leave but little to be desired in

the parents' attitude toward the teachers.

Table V shows the parents to believe the teachers re-




TABLE V

PARENTAL HSTIMATE OF 'IACHERI' SALARTS S

Salary | Per cent

$5000 or over . 43
4500 4999

4000 L4499 A3
3500 3999

3000 3499

2500 2999

2000 2499

1500 1999

1000 - 1499

below 1000

Median $2400
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ceived an average salary of $2400. The teachers were on the

¥

minimum salary scale except for the principal and one teacher

who coached the junior high school basketball and the high
school baseball teams.. The average salary was $2940.

The adequacy of the teachers' salaries caused the par-

ents to divide equally, Table IV, page 27, as 39.83 per cent

said the salary was adequate, while 40.69 per cent felt it
was not adequate. 3Seeningly, saiaries for teachers is a con-
troversial issue with this group of parents.

Table VI seens to strengthen the position of the téach-
ers as a reason for parental satisfaction with the school.

The table shows &7.71 per cent of the parents were sat-
isfied With the discipline in the school. Table I, page 22,
showed 24 parents dissatisfied with the school. Of these 24
parents, 9 sald they were dissatisfied with the discipline in
the school, indicating discipline to be & serious reason for
their dissatisfaction. This would seem to indicate a close
relationship between discipline and parental satisfaction with
the school.

That discipline is used fairly was indicated by 91.34
per cent of the parents. Table IV, page 27, shows that 93.51
per cent of the parents felt the teachers treated the child- |
ren fairly. These two guestions seem to substantiate the valid-
ity of their answers. Only 9 parents said the discipline was

unfair, whereas 27 said they were dissatisfied. This could
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TABLE VI

PARENTAL ATTITUDE -TOWARD DIZCIPLINE

Unusable or

Attitude Yes No no response Totals
% T - % % T %
Satisfied with discipline 198 87.71 27 11.69 6 2.6 231 100.00°
Child disciplined fairly 211 91.34 9 349 ¢ 11 4:76: - 231 100.00
" Teachers' discipline

uniform 187 80.95 21 9.09 23 9.96 ' 231 100.00
Teachers understand child 178 77.06 L2 18.18 11 4.76 231 100.00
Conference wanted when

child is having trouble 222 96.1 6 2.6 3 1.3 231 100.00

Corporal punishment used
as a means of discipline 73 31.6 152 65.8 6 2.6 231 100.00
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indicate that part of the 27 consider the discipline too lax -
rather than too severe or unfair. The fact that 80.95 per
cent of the parents felt the teachers were uniform in their

discipline and only 9.09 per cent felt they were not unifoim

in discipline seems to indicate the discipline was uniform

throughout the school.

There were 77.06 per cent of the parents who felt
that the teaschers understood the children needed individual
attention. This high percentags of verents who believed
that the teachers understood their children as individualé,
seems to substantiste their already affirned belief in the
teaching staff. Yet, all parents surelv want their children
undersgood as 1ndividuals. The parents, 18.1& per cent, said
the teachers did not understand their children as individu=ls.
Ten bf the 24 parents in Table I, page 22, who said they were
dissatisfied with the school were in this group. This shows
this item ranked with discipline as a factor of dissatisfac-
tion. Further tabulation of the guestionnaire showed each
teacher feceived a negative criticism to understanding the
child as an individual. By grades, the negative(tabukations‘
were as follows: grade one recelved &, grade two received 4,
grade three received 7, grade four received 3, grade five re-‘
ceived 12, and grade six received 25. As .shown, no one teach-
er seemed to be the cause of the dissatisfaction. 3ince

grades five and six were composed of pupils from all over
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the city; dissatisfaction could have'beén ageravated, to
some extent, by their being moved from their immedicte
neighborhood school.

The parents, 96.1 per cent, certainly were in favor
_of cbnferences if the thid wag having disciplinsry trouble
at school. This seemed to favor a chance to build up a
parent-teacher relationship. It most certainly incdicoted
a willingness on the part of the parents to cooperate.

That corporal punishment should not be used as a forn
of discipline was indicated by 65.8 per cent of the parents.
The percentage of parents who felt corporal punishment should
be used totaled 31.6 per cent.

in a seventh point on discipline in the questionnsire
which was not included in Table VI, page 32, the writer
found that 71.43 per cent of the parents felt the teachers
and students should work cooperatively in making rules and
sharing the responsibility in seeing that they are obeyed.
Only 26.84 per cent of the parents felt the discipline -
should bé teacher authority only.

Table VII seems to indicate rather conclusively that u
the parents were satisfied with the present six week report. j
The percentage in favor of all portions of the report was

high, but a slight trend was indicated to favor the adequacy t

of the grading section over the other sections of the report.
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TABLE VII

PARENTAL ATTITUDE TOWARD TH®E

o T
SIXA WEEK

REPO

il

T

Unusable or

Attitude S No no response Totals
f % f % f % ‘i %
Grading section : -

adequate 212 91.77 14 6.06 5 2.16 231 99.99
Social habit sec-

tion adequate 203 &7.88 17 7.36 11 4.76 231 100.
Work habit sec- - 4

tion adequate 202 87.45 16 6.93 13 5.63 231 100.01
Health habit sec-

tion adequate 202 87.45 16 6.93 13 5:63 231 100.01 . -
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Table VIII shows the parental suggestions for im-

proving the six week report. Only 20 parents sugeested in-~
provement. They wished to see better use made of the report
by the teachers, or for an improved six week report.,

| In Table IX, page 37, 73.59 per cent of the parents
felt their children were progressing as they should in their
school work. However, 22.08 per cent of the parents felt
their children were not progressing as they should. Of this
group, 48 parents geve reasons for this pooOIr pProgress aAs
shown in Table X, page 38. The blame for the poor prOgresé
was placed on the teachsr by 16 of the parents. The reasons
as stated by the parents were: teachers! fault, methods of
conducting classes, and not enough individual attention. A
total of 27 parents placed the blame on the child. The rea-
sons as stated by the parents were: does not apply hinself
to his work, child's lack of interest, child's lack of com-
prehension in some subjects, and heslth conditions. Not
sufficient time to get his work might be included =s the
fault of a slow-lezrning child or the fault of the school.
In Table X, page 38, 7 parents indicated the classes were t00
large, which would suggest fault with neither the teacher or
the student.

The second and third items in Table IX also indicate

some reasons for the children doing poor work, as 19.05 per

cent of the parents felt the children were not receiving




TABLE VIIT

- PARBNTAL SUGGELTIONS FOR IMPROVING T'rg

Suggestion

Check more of the. items listed

A personal remsrk by esch teacher

Data to substantiate the grade

Improve health habits section of
the card

A new grading system

Add class ratings

Add a good character report

Remove work habit and social
habit sections

List studies in which child needs

| more work

Report to parents each four weeks

Ask parents for conference if
work 1s poor
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TABLE IX

PARENTAL ATTITUDE TOWARD SCHOOL *ORK

Unusable or

Attitude : Yes No no response Totals . .
f % f % f % o %

Child progressing as he

should 170 73.5%9 51 22.08 10 4.33 231 100.
Child receives enough help 165 71..43 Li 19.05 22 9.52 231 100.
Classes too large 105 §5.45 112 L48.48 14, 6.06 231 39,99 .
School day too long 59 25.54 169 76.16 , 3 1.3 231 . 100.
School day too short 3 1.3 212 91.77 16 6.93 231 100,
Conference desired when

child is doing poor

work 215 93.07 14 6.06 2 i 231 100,
Child should be helped

with personal problems 143 61.9 72 31.17 16 6.93 231  100.
Kindergarten should be

added 127 54.98 91 39.39 13 5.63 24 W1 100.

Mid-year classes favored 92 39.83 126 54L.55 13 5.63 231 100.01
Department favored for

grades 5 and 6 184 79.65 36 15.58 11 4.76 231 93.99
Minimum subject matter

mastered for promotion 183 79.22 30 12.99 18 7.79 231 100,

L€




TAELE X

PARENTAL REASONS FOR CHILD DOING POOR

50007, WORK

Reason

Per cent

Does not apply himself to his
work

Classes too large .

Teacher's fault

Method of conducting classes

Child's lack of interest

Child's lack of comprehension

Insufficient time to get his work

Not enough individual attention

Health conditions
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enough individual attention from the teschers. This seeas

]

a serilous cherge against the teachers. The third iten in

Table IX seems to reduce the seriousness of this criticism,

since 45.45 per cent of the parents signified that the clas-

ses were too large. MNore evidence that ths parents believed

class size wes too lerge is given in Table XI. The median
class size desired by the parents was 25. It must be remenm-
bered that the 5B class had only 26 students, and the 5A class
of 41 was divided into two sections. Since these ¢srades hagd
the desired class size, parents of these children would héve
answered in the negative to the question of classes being

too large.

in Table IV, page 27, the parents indicste thet 93.51
per cent of the teachers were doing a £00d job. Also in
Table IV, page 27, 32.03 per cent of the varents indicate the
teachers were overworked. These tabulations indicate cless
size wés a rather serious cause for parent dissatisfaction,
Therefore, class size seems to remove some blame from the
teacher for not giving enough individual attention.

In Table IX, page 37, most of the parents seen setis-
fied with the length of the school day. However, 25.54 per
cent felt the school day was too long.

When a child was having trouble with his school work,
93.07 per cent of the parents indicsted a desire for con-

ference with the teachers. This seemed to express a




TABLE X

PARENTAL OPINION OF ITEAL CLASS SIZE

Class size - Per cent

.73
.3

.06
46
.85
.18
.63
-39
.19
.6

LO=-43
37-39
34-36
31-33
38-30
- R5-27
R2-24
19-21
16-18
13-15
10-12 .6
7-9 43
l+"6 ol+3

=
OO R O

'._.J

Median 25
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willingneés on the pa}t of the oarenté 0 croperate with
the teachers.
Of the parents, 01.9 per cent wented the tsachers to

help the children with personal problens, but 31.17 per cent

did not went this helo. This itew corried corments such ag:

"some problems belong in the home," '"not ~11 nersonal nro-
blems," and "some kinds of personal proble.is."

The addition of e kindergurten was favored by 54.98
per cent of the parents, but wes not wanted by 39.39 per
cen£. No reason was indicated for such a large percentage‘
holding kindergarten in disfevor.

Mid-year classes were favored by 39.83 per cent of
the pareﬁts, but we find 54.44 per cent did not favor nid-
year classes. This seemed to slightly favor the policy the
school system adopted in 1947, refusing entry of first year
students at mid-term.

The parents were strongly in favor of departmental
work for the fifth and sixth grades, with a percentsge of
79.65 answering in the affirmative. Only 15.58 per cent of
the parents were dissatisfied with the departmental type of
instruction.

The parents, 79.65 per cent, insisted that subject
matter be mastered before a child is promoted to a higher
grade. Only 12.99 per cent answered in the negative to this

question. The mastery of subject matter, from the parents'
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viewpoint; was the oﬁief item to be tékeh into consideration
when a child was retained or promoted. Perhaps had a serie;
of items to be considered for promotion or retention been
included in the question, a somewhat different answer would
have‘been given. |

Table XII shows the amount of time spent on home work
by the pupils. Only 5.19 per cent of the parents did not
answer this question. There was quite a difference in the
amount of home work done by the students.

Although the followlng statement cannot be used as_
basic evidence, it does seem to hsve 2 place in this analy-
sis. The writer asked the children of Crade Five and CGrade
Six if éhey really spent two or three hours studyving at home.
Most of them said their parents had counted 211 the tinme the
children spent with their books, even if they had been read-
ing a novel or listening to the radio instead of studying;
The writer felt the children brought forth a rightful criti-
cism of the parents' idea of the time spent on hone work.

Table XIII shows the parental attitude towsrd hone
work. The parents, 77.49 per cent, indicated their children
did work on school assignments at home. 3Seenlingly, very
little dissatisfactién was indicated, as 8&.74 per cent felt

the children should be allowed to do work on school assign-

“ments at home. It certainly indicated a strong feeling

toward home work as a child's privilege, and a privilege
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TABLE XITI

PARENTs' OPINION OF TIME SPENT ON HOME WORK

Opinion f Per cent

None L6 19.91
Very little 29 12.55
15 minutes 6 2.6

30 minutes 38 16.45
45 minutes 13 5.63
1 hour 54 23.38
1% hours 13 5.63
2 hours 13 5.63
2% hours 3 1.3

3 hours L 1.73

Median 30 minutes

4.3
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not to be taken away By the school.

TABLE XIII

PARENTAL ATTITUDE TOWARD HOIE 'YORK

Attitude ' Unusable or
Yes No no response Totals
f % f % - £ % £ %

School work
prepared at
home by

child 179 77.49 49 21.21 3 1.3 231  100.

Child should
be allowed

to do home 205 88,74 22 9.52 L 1.73 231 99.99
work .

Table XIV shows 24.68 per cent of the parents would
have liked to see the curriculum expanded, while 54.55 per
cent of the parents believed nothing more should be taught.

There was a total of 20.78 per cent who did not answer this

question.
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TABLE XIV

PARENTS' OPINION ON wXPANDING CURRICULUL

. s Unusable or
Opinion

Yes No no response
f % - f % T %
Curriculunm
should be

expanded 57 24.68 126  54.55 48 20.78

Although Table XIV indicates that additions to the
curriculum would be necessary, Table XV shows that, of the
57 parents wanting the curriculum expanded, 23 wanted Bible
study added to the school curriculum. Classes in sex in--
structiSn were wanted by 6 parents, classes 1in nanners were
wanted by 6 parents, and more practical knowledge was wanted
by 3 parents. The other items are of very small frequency
and did not indicate a umandatory voteAby the parents for
curriculum expansion. Iany of the items such as manners,
hygiene, fair play, phonetics, and alcohol were taught either
as a class or when the occasion arose for this teaching.

The writer doecs not believe these i1tems as»shown in
Table XV are of sufficient urgency for the addition of new
subjects in the curriculum. However, the psrents should be
informed that most of those items are already included in the

present classes. More Bible study might bring other and

larger problemns.
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TABLE X

CURRICULUL] EXPANSION WANTHED BY PARLNTS

Area of expansion f %
Bible study 23 2.96
Sex classes 6 2.6
Manners . 6 2.6
More practical knowledge 3 1.3
( Modesty 2 .87
1 Hygiene 2 .87
] Children's home life 2 .87
| Bmphasis on posture in
’ physical education 1 43
More art 1 43
Anti-discrimination 1 43
Teach better the subjzcts
they are taking 1 W43
Fair play 1 A3
Phonetics 1 A3
Dangers and evils of alcohol 1 43

N
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Taﬁle XVI showg the parents! sﬁggésted improvements
for the school. Of the 231 parents, 75.76 per cent did not
comment on ways of improving the child's school work. Of
the 24.24 per cent who did answer, improvement in individual
atteﬁtibn and class sizé léd the list of suggested improve-
ments that should be made. In the analysis of Table IX,
page 37, the writer has discussed these items at some length.
The writer feels strongly that cléss size had nuch to do with
the concern of individual attention. The writer also feels
the parents have given two excellent suggestions for improﬁe-
5ent.

0f the parents, L.76 per cent suggested that improv-
ing or éhanging the methods of instruction would improve
the child's learning situation. The writer feels the
teachers are better informed about methods of instruction
then the parents, and as long as proven and worthy rethods
are in ‘use, they should not be changed. Rather, improvement
should be made by the school in parent information. |

The suggested improvement, having more discipline,
strengthened the observation made by the writer that the
parents had indicated discipline was too lax. This was
discussed in the analysis of Table VI, page 32.

Several of the items showed the impossibility of

- satisfying all the parents, as they suggested changing

teachers every two years, segregation of the sexes, and
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TABLE XVI

SCHOOL ILPROVEMENT SUGGESTED BY THE PALENTS

Suggestion f Per cent
Cive more individusl attention 17 7.36
Have smasller clascses 12 5.19
Improve or change the methods

and instruction 11 L.76
Make better assignments 6 2.6
Have more discipline b 1.73
Inform psrents of subjects

needing special attention I 1.73
Have a better building and

facilities 3 1.3
Have fewer study periods and

more classes 2 JE7
Show no favoritism 2 .87
Use more visual education 2 .87
Add Bible study 2 .8
Have more study periods 1l 43
Change teachers every two years 1 43
Segregate the sexes 1 43
Have the very best teachers 1 43
Increase the salary of the teachers 1 43
Shorten the school day 1 43
Have "Open House" and display

the childrens' work 1 W43
| R R A A SR S SR TR A R
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showing ﬂb favoritis&. This tvpe of bafent is =lways pre-
sent and will undoubtedly do much talking about the school.
Most of the items, however, indicated a thoughtful snswer
and an honest attempt to be helpful.

| That 75.76 per cént‘of the parents did not answer
seerned to indicate their satisfaction with the present school
work.,

Table XVII shows the parasnts' opinions of the subjects
taught in the school. ‘Arithmetic, health, writing, spelling,
reading, social studies, and English were considered the ‘
most valuable to the student. They were also marked le 58
frequently as the subjects considered of little value, and
as subjécts which should not be taught.

Art, music, and physical education heve smaller
percentages in the most useful subject column. They also
appezr more frequently in the other two columns.

‘Although many of the parents did not consider art,
music, and physical education as of much value to their .
children, very few of them said these subjects should not
be taught. This seems reasonable as many children are not
capable of doing good work in these subjects. The parents
seemed to feel these subjects should not be denied those
children who have some talent, even though they be of little
benefit to other children.

The parents expressed satisfaction with the subjects



TABLE XVII

SVALUATION -OF SUBJECTS BY 231 PARENTS

Subjects con- subjects con- Subjects which

sidered most sidered of should not be

useful to the littls value taught
child to the child

f 7 £ %

(=)

%

Arithmetic 96.54 A3
Health 82,25 3.9
Writing €7.01 : 3.9
Spelling 9L.37 43
Reading 93.94 43
Phy. Ed. 60.17 19.05
Soc.Studlies 75.32 10.82
English. 94 .81 ; 1.3
Art 32.03 25.95
Music 54.55 25.54

.0
<43
43
.0
.0
.19
L6
.0
.69
.63

4
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taught in the school. Seemingly, the pfoblem is to educate

the parents to the value of art, music, and physical edu-
cation.

Table XVIII shows the teachers leading any other
'item by a vast majority, és the best liked factor about
the school. Other tables, Table IT, page 24, Table IV,
pase 27, and Table VI, page 32, subétantiate this point.
Seemlngly, the teachers made the school liked to the high
degree indicated by the parents.

Most of the items were t00 few in nuwaber for analyéis,
but were an indication of what the parents considered £00d
points about the school.

Of the 231 parents, LL4.16 per cent did not answer
this question. No reason wss indicsted. Iowever, all
questions reyuiring a written answer received 2 smsller
percentage of returns than those cuestions which required
only a check mark answer.

Although 48.92 per cent of the parents did not 1list
a disliked item, the items listed in Table XIX, vage 53, by
those who answered the questionnaire shows the sources of
the parents dissatisfaction with the school. 4 large per-
centage of the parents were dissatisfied with the physical
aspects of the school. The building, poor playground, poor
lights, and unsanitary conditions accounted for 40.26 per

cent of the perents' dissatisfaction. Crowded classroons




TABLE XVIIT

WHAT THE PARENTS LIKIED BaoT ABOUT TH I0TOOL

Aspect Per cent

lfethods, attitudes, 2and coopera-
tion of teachers

School location

Parent-teachers organization

Departmental work for grades
5 and 6

The children

High academic standards

The playground

General management

Discipline

The grading system

The Jjanitorial service

The school hours

The large classroonms

Arithmetic
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- TABLE XIX

WHAT THE PARENTS DISLIKED ABOUT THE SCHOOL

53

Aspect f c:
The 21d building 58 5.11
The poor pleyground 18 7.79
The poor lights 13 5.63
The teachers 10 4L.33
Too fer from home S 3.46
Crowded classrooms 7 3.03
Poor playground supervision 6 2.6
Discipline 5 2.16
Unsanitary conditions : L 1.73
Children made to stay outdoors

on bad days I 1.73
Children not allowed to bring

lunch 2 87
School hours to0 long 2 .87
School term too long 1 43
Partiality shown certein children 1l 43
Unfair children 1 43
Soclal studies 1 43
No religious treining 1 43
Colored and white together 1 43
Mid-yesr classes 1 43
Books change t00 often 1 43
Going to other buildings for

physical education 1 43
Too meny subjects 1 43
Too much homework 1 43
Tolerance of headlice 1 43
Greding system 1 43
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and poor locetion edded 6.49 per cent to the diss=tisfaction

and the teachers, lack of playeround supervision, andé dis-
cipline asccounted for 9.09 ver cent.

& building levy wes included in the 1949 school
budget to replace the I‘eridiesn Ltreet school. & new build-
ing will remove the nsjor portion of the disliked itens.

Table X, page 55, shows the.perents wanted the
building, playground, lighting sy-ten, and school eyuivnent
improved. There is a close relationship betwecn the itens
in Table KIX and Table XX. “hat the parents disliked, théy

desired inpiroved.




TABLE »X

PARENTAL ZUCCESTIONS FOR IFRROVINT PHE LIHOOL

suggeestion

Remodel or rebuild

Improve the school equinment

Improve the lighting systenm

Improve the playground

Add more teachers

shorten the school day

Improve gra<ing and report systemn

Improve teaching

Serve hot lunches

Improve discipline

Get new teachers

Rent text books

Stop the discriminstion of poor
children

Keep the 5th and 6th grades in
their own neighborhoods

Have & school doctor, nurze, and
permanent health records

Have Bible study

More encouragement for the P.T.A.

Let children remain inside on
bad days

Teach more safety in crossing
streets

Supervise the playground

Keep the school clean

D0 away with nid-week activities

Insist on health officer doing
his duty

Art and music only for those
with ability

O
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CHAPTER V
SUMMARY AND JONZLUSIONS
I. SULRIARY

This study wes conducted in order to obtain the
parental attitudes toward the school. Ample data have
been compiled and analyzed to answer the various divisions
given in the statement of the problem. In the following
items, & summary of the percentages of satisfaction and,
in some cases, the percentages of dissatisfaction of the
parents will be given.

1. In general, 87.45 per cent of the parents were
satisfied with the school, while 92.64 per cent s5aid their
children were satisfied. The parents, 95.67 per cent, were
satisfied with the other children. The outstanding r eason
for the child liking school, as stated by the p=rents, was
the teachers.

2. The parents, 95.1 per cent, were satisfied with

the training of the teachers, 93.51 per cent were satisfied .

with the teacher's work, and 93.07 per cent were satisfied
with the teachers' treatment of the child.

3. The parents, 86.58 per cent, wanted & closer
parent-teacher relstionship; however, only 39.83 ner cent

héd'membership in the parent-teacher organization of the

school.
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L. The paren%s, 87.0L per cent,}were satisfied with

the welcome they had received when visiting school. A&
school visit was considered beneficial to the child by
86.58 per cent. Only L4&.05 per cent of the parents felt
a teacher's visit to thé child's home would be bgﬁefioial.

5. The discipline was considered satisfactory by
87.71 per cent of the parents, and 91.34 per cent thought
the discipline was administered fairly. There were 9.09 per
cent of the parents who felt the teachers were not uniform in
disciplinary matters, while €0.95 ver cent said the teachérs
were uniform in the discipline used. A lsrge nercentage,
96.1 per cent, of the parents wanted a conference with the
teachers if their children were heconing disciplinary
problems at school. 0Only 31.6 per cent of the parents
thought corporal punishment should be used as a nmeans of
discipline. The parents, 71.53 per cent, wanted 2 type of
disciﬁline in which the teachers and pupils worked coopcra-
tively in making the rules and sharing the responsibility
in seeing the rules were obeyed.

6. The six week report was considered adequate in
all sections by a percentage that veried from a high of
91.77 to 87.45 as the lowest percentage of satisfaction.
Only twenty parents suggested an improvement in the six

week report.

7. There were 51, or 22.08 per cent, of the parents
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dissatisfied with the progress their children were making ,
with their school work. Of these, only 16 plsced the blsme
for poor progress on the teacher. Twenty-seven said the

poor progress was due to the child's lack of intersst or

~the health condition of the child.

8. Class size was considered too large by 45.45 per
cent of the parents and was the priﬁe reason for 19.05 per
cent of the parents feeling their child did not receive
enough individual attention.

9. 4 conference was desired by 93.07 per cent of
the parents if the child wsre hsving trouble with his
school'work.

10. Only 54.98 per cent of the varsnts felt kinder-
garten should be added to the school.

11. Departmental work for the fifth and sixth grades
was favored by 79.65 per cent of the rarents. -

12. The parents, 79.22 per cent, felt children
should master certain minimum subject matter requirenents
before being promoted.

13. Home work was considered s privilege of the
child, and 88.7.4 per cent of the parents felt home work
should not be denied by the school.

14. There were only 24.68 per cent of the parents
that felt the curriculum should be expanded. Bible study

was most in demand as-a new subject to be included in the




curriculum.,
15. The parents suggested the children's work
would be improved if more individual attention was civen;

if class size was reduced; if methods were improved.

However, 75.76 per cent of the parents did not make

suggestions for improvement.

16. The poor physical properties of the tuilding
and playground were sugsested a3 the most disliked things
about the school. The outstanding improvements wanted

by the parents were improvements of the physical properties.
II. OSONCLU3IONS

These conclusions were based directly upon the
findin_ s, 2s indicated by the psarents.

l. In general, the parents wsre satisfied with the
school. A

' 2. The teachers emerged as the outstanding contri-
buting factor for the high percentsge of satisf=ction with
the school, as expressed by the parents.

3. The parents were very satisfied with the type
of discipline used in the school. They suggested the pupils
be given more responsibility in the making of school rules
and in seeing that these rules are obeyed.

L. The pnrents conclusively ststed their satisfac-

tion with the six-week home report.
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5. The parents were satisfied with the progfeSs of

their children in school. The children were receiving the
type of education desired by the parents.

6. Cla:ss size should be reduced by the sddition of
lmoré‘teachers. |

7. A kindergarten should be added to the school as
soon as possible.

8. The departmental work for the fifth and sixth
grades should be continhued at the present tine.

9. Mastery of certain mininunm subject matter require-
ments should be a prime factor determining promotion but
not the only factor considered.

10. The children should have the privilege of doing
home work.

11. No curriculum expansion is necessary at this
time.

'12. A new building should be erected on a sultable
site to furnish the needed play area.

13. The problem of individual attention must be
studied to verify or disprove the contention of many parentsm
that the child is not receiving enough individual attention.

14, The fifth and sixth grades should be mainteined
in the two elementary schools thot have adequate room for
themn.

15. The school has no major or minor educational
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practice that needs revising. However, correct information

should be given in those aress where misunderstznding was
apparent.

16. The parents, with the interest and cooperation
~signified, should be included in the zcho»ol planning and

policy maxing.
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For too many ysars the school has not known what
you, the parents, thinks of the school your child attends.
Zach parent is asked to cooperate in giving this needed
information by filling out the attached questionnaire,

Please do not write your name. The school doss
not want to know who filled out each individual juesion-
naire. It is believed you nay be more sincere in your
answers 1f your identity is unknown. Your answers will
be taken seriously; therefore, nut down what you honestly
think or fesl.

Your child will place the Tilled out queastionnaire
in a box in the principal's office. The box will not
be opened until all guestionnaires have been returned.
Please answer every question. Use pen or pencil.

The facts compiled from the answered nuestionnaires
will be presented to the school Losrd for consideration..

Thank you for your interest.

George R. Pell, osuperintendent of .chools.:
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We need this.personal informatiéh to properly use the
findings of this questionnsire,

1. Who filled out this questionnaire?

1 a. Mother _ _ 'b. Father __ C. Guardian

2. VWhat 1s your age?

et e

3. How long have you liﬁed in this city?
In Clay County?®

4. How far did you g0 in school? “ncircle ths grade,

Tlenentary Junior High High s5chool Jollege
123456 789 ' 10 11 12 12 3 L4
5. Did you attend the Brazil 3chools? yes no

6. If your answer to question five is yes, name the

elementary school you attendead.

7. 1In what grade (or grades) is your child (or children)?

Inecircle the grade or grades . 1 2 3 4L 5 6
General Information

1. In general, are you satisfied with your child's -

school? yes no

B 2. In general, does your child like his school? yes

no ___ If he does like his school, why does he?

[T,

If he does not like his school, why doesn't he? &

LM M ok W o T M e o
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In general, are you satisfied with the way the 5ther

¥

children treat your child® yes no

———— e

Teachers

Do you believe youf child's teachers to be well trained
for the teaching of your child? Ves

Do you believe your child's teéchers are doing a good
Job of teaching? yes no

Are you satisfied with the way your child is treatedﬂ
by his teachers? yes __ —

Do you feel your child's teacher is overworked9

- yes _ No

What do you think is the aversge annusl salary paid

your child's teachers?

Do you believe your child's teschers receive an adequate

salary? yes ____ no
Do you think married women make good teachers?

yes no

Do you feel the school should have more men teachers?

yes no

e

Should there be a closer parent-teacher relationship?

yes no

Do you belong to the P.T.A.? yes no

Do the teachers make you feel welcome when you visit

your child's school? yes no
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Do you feel it is beneficial to your child for you to |,
visit his schools? yes __ no
Do you feel a teacher's visit to your home would be

beneficial to your childa? yes no
Discipline

Are you wsatisfied with the discipline in your child's
school? yes no __

Do you think your”child is treated fairly in

disciplinary matters? yes no

In general, are the teachers uniform in the discipline

of your child? yes ____no

Do you feel the teachers understand your child as a
person who needs individual understanding?

yes no

“hen your child is having trouble at school, would
yéu like to be invited to school for a conference
with his teachers? yes ____ no
Do you think corporal punishment (use of the paddle)
should be used as a means of discipline?

yes ___ no

Should the teacher makes the rules and enforce them or

should the students have a part in the making of the

rules and have responsibility in seeing that everyone
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in the group obeys them? Teacher éuthority

Teacher and student control

Six Week Report

Do you feel the school's grading system on the six

week report is adequate? yes no

Do you feel the soclel habit sectionn of the school's
six week report is adequate? yes no

Do you feel the wor't habit section of the ochoosl's

six week report is adeyuate? yes no

Do you feel the health habits section of the schonl's
six week report is =dequaste? ves no
If anything is needed, what should the school add to

the six week report?

School Work

Do you think your child is getting what he should from

his school work? yes no If not, why

~isn't he ?

. Do the teachers give your child enough help with his

school work? yes no

Does your child prepare any of his lessons at home?

yes no

et o et ————




70

On the average, how much time does your child sbend

on home work each day?

Do you think your child should be allowed to work on
school assignments at_home? yes ____ no __

Do you feel your child's classes are too crowded?

yes ____ no __

For the greatest advantage to your child in his school
work, what nuuber of children should there be in his

classes?

Do you think child's school day is too long?

ves no

Do you think child's school dsy is too short?

yes no

Hhen your child is having trouble with his school work
would you like to be invited to school for = conference
with his teach:rs? yes ____no |
Do you think the school should help your child with
personal problems? yes ___ no _

Do you think there are things the school should teach

which at present it is not tesching? yes . no

If any, what are they?

In what way do you feel the school can improve your

child's school work?
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42. Check the subjeéts vou think are the nost usefui to

your child.

Arithmetic _ Spelling Inglish
Fealth _ Reading Art
riting Physical Gduc-tion ~ lMusic

|

-q001al studie iGeoDraany and History)

43 . Check the subjects'you think sre of very little value

to your child.

Arithmetic Spelling — . Inglish
Health L neading . Art
Writing . Physical Zducation T Music

Social studies (Neography and History) — —

Li. Tlhich of the above subjects do vou think should not

be taught?

45. Do you think a kkindergarten should be added to yvour

child's school? yes no

4L6. Are you in favor of mid-yesr classes (children entering

the first grade the second seniester)? yes no

———

47. Do you believe the fifth and sixth grades should have
a different teacher for each major subject, as it has

now? yes no

3 48. Do you believe children should attaln certain minimum
subject matter requirements before being promoted?

yes no

—— et ’

49. What do you like best about your child's school$ .

.
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50. What do

you dislike most about your childa's school?

51. What do

school?

you think we can do to iwmprove your child's

Use the back

of this

nage for eny further explanation.

Thank you,.
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