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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

The struggle for control of the proper organization

and administration of athletics in the secondary Bchool has

long been a knotty problem for administrators. Much time

was lost before specific steps were taken to eliminate those

features which were found to be detrimental to the improve-

ment and advancement of interscholastic competition.

I. GENERAL STATEMENT

In 1927 Bowen and Mitchell stated:

kfuen one studies the history of secondary school
athletics in this country. he finds that all the
problems inherent today are traceable to a lack of
proper supervision. Sports sprang up so rapidly
that school authorities lacked the insight to grasp
the educational advantages that were offered, rather
looking upon them as amusements. and outside the
province of the school. l

The present athletic situation perhaps has many

imperfect features; yet, With the rapid advancement within

the last few years. it is evident that athletics have a

very definite place in the administration and organization

of the secondary school. The fact that sports have an

I Wibur P. Bowen and Elmer D. Mitchell. The Theory
2! Organ1zeQ Play (New York: A. S. Barnes and Company.
1927). p. 149.

J _
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educational value in the training of youth in expressed

by Mr. Kennedy.

In the first place participation in amateur
sport should satisfy the play instinct of youth •
• • • The purposes that sport can serve have also
to do with the development of qualities of char
acter and characteristics of conduct. 2

Mr. Kennedy further states, It••• sport has at

many times and by many people been recognized as having

an actual value of training of youth for citizenship. 113

The responsibility for this training, according to Williams,

rests with the department of administration. He writes,

"But athletics will stay, and will contr ibute just as much

or just as little to the education of the youth of the

university or school as the wisdom of governing authorities

permi ts. ,,4

The granting of awards for athletic participation

is by no means a new or a modern problem. The custom of

giving awards to the victors in sport competition has been

evident from the time of the ancient Greeks. The greatest

2 OharleswY. Kennedy, "Educational Significance of
Athletics, 'f Wingate Memorial Lectures, (1931). p. 16.

3 ~• .ill.

4 Jesse F. Williams, ~ Organization ~
Administration of Physical Education (New York: The
Macmillan Company. 1925), p. 169.
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award for which athletes have striven was that of the

olive wreath with which the old Greek Olympic victors were

crowned.

It is a curious fact that with all the importance
which the Greeks attributed to Olympia. its prize
of Victory throughout the ages remained only a
symbol--a garland of wild-olive leaves. 5

~istorically some form of award appears to have

characterized athletic competition. The form of this

award varies. however. n6 '.rhe 'school letter of today re

placed the olive wreath of the ancient Greeks as the

a~rd symbolic of athletic performance.

The practice of granting awards to those who com
pete in interscholastic and intercollegiate ath
letics is found in practically all schools. The
custom is in accord with the universal practice
of honoring successful performance. 7

Cox and Duff. in discussing student participation

as a part of the guidance program state:

••• ultraprogressive cult in education has
lately decried all medals. all forms of recogni
tion. This is a natural reprecussion from the
other extreme where medals were used as bribes.
as extrinsic motivation. to secure the com
pliance of students who dislike spinach or

5 Walter W. Hyde. "Our Debt to Greek Athletes."
Wingate Memorial Lectures. (1931). p. 84.

6 Frank S. Lloyd. "Why Athletic Awards--~fuat Kind-
How Given?" Wingate Memorial Lectures. (1931). p. 260.

7 Edward Voltmer and Arthur Esslinger. The Organiza
tion and Administration £! Physical Education {New York:
~.-crofts and Company, 1938}. p. 236.

I._-----------------------
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algebra or cod-liver oil, or whatever 'else was
prescribed for their good. The difference be
tween emblems as symbols of social approval for
service and medals for eating one's spinach may
appear to some to be no difference at all. To
us the difference seems considerable, and sig
nificant. In the adult world it is an estab
lished and-gracious oustom to aoknowledge out
standing social contributions, even when the
individuals concerned were not motivated by
any assurance of recognition or any conscious
desire for distinct ion. • • •

In high school the significance of the awards
depends, as in the big world, upon how well they
have been won and how sincere the sentiment of
the persons who make them. 8

The stand taken by modern educators on the use of

awards as incentives can best be expressed in the words of

Johnston. He believes:

!lhe use of such incentives has found enthusiastic
advocates and severe critics. Modern eduoational
opinion is divided on the question.

On the one hand it is pointed out that the de
sire for recognition is a powerful incentive and
may serve to release energy in an unusual amount
and with remarkable singleness of purpose. Re
wards are held to justifiable aids in the at
tainment of any goals worthwhile in themselves.

By others the granting of awards is opposed as
being a type of motivation having but super
ficial relation to the activity deSired. It is
held that the reward may come to binder the
development of intrinsic interests in the activ
ities Which the award was planned to foster.

8 Philip W. Cox and John C. Duff, Guidance ~ The
Classroom Teacher {New York: Prentice-Hall, 1938 l", -
pp. 358~59. -

I

~;---------------------



9 Edgar G. Johnston, Point Systems and Rewards
(New York: A. S. Barnes and Company, 1930>::P. 58.

10 E. Voltmer and A. Esslinger. £E. cit •• p. 287.

11 J. F. Williams and W. L. Hughes. Athletics for
Education (Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders and 00•• 1930T:" p. 263.

12 J. T. Smiley, nLetter Awards, Ath1etic and Non
Athletic,n The School Executive, 51:129. November. 1931.

~-------------------------...
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The middle ground is held by those who consider
awards desirable in so far as they focus attention
and energy upon worthwhile activities which might
otherwise be attempted, and give place to a grow
ing interest in the desired activity for its own
sake. 9

Since achievement is recognized in other lines of

endeavor, it appears desirable that we have a place in our

modern educational system for recognition for tasks well

performed.

Voltimer remarks:

Those who advocate the discontinuance of awards
are attacking a universal practice. Awards are
granted in all v~lks of life, and if a reform is
desired more would be accomplished by starting
the proper training in infancy.lO

Williams and Hughes state:

Many believe that the evils are not 80 much in
the awards themselves as in the use made of them.
It seems fallacious. however, to believe that
the granting of awards should be abolished merely
because the practice is sometimes overdone. ll

The awarding of symbols for athletic participation

is a common practice. but the rules and regulations govern

ing this practice are far from uniform.12

,,

I
J

1
i
I
;
I

I
J _
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Educational athletics must be so organized and
conducted and the justification of awards for
athletic achievement must be based upon the con
tributions which such awards make to educational
content of athletics. 13

~udin14 lists these required conditions as objectivity.

simplicity, ease of administration, and pupil participation.

There has been a movement to-ward the reduction of

the monetary value of awards. This rapidly gained favor

during the economic crisis. 15 "The whole trend is a logi-

cal outcome of the emphasis in making the sport more bene

ficial and attractive to players.,tl6 The majority of states

follow the rule of the National Federation of State High

School Athletic Associations and limit the cost of their

awards to one dollar or less.

II. THE PROBLEM

Statement of the problem. The purpose of this study

was to reveal the present practices of the rules and

13 Frank S. Lloyd, 2£. £11., p. 260.

14 L. A. ~udin, "A Balanc ed Basis for Let ter Awards .,"
~hEt School Executive, 55:142, December, 1935.

15 William L. Hughes, Administrat ion of Heal th and
Physical Education 1£ College (New York: A. S7 Barnes and
Company, 1935). p. 238.

16 Hugo BeZdek, "Modern Trends in Athletics," Journal
2! Health and Physical Education, 7:319, May, 1936.

I,--------------------------
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regulations that are in use in high schools governing the

earning of athletic awards. It was hoped that the material

discovered would furnish vital information which could be

used as a guide for the building of a new award system or

the reorganization of old ones.

Problems involved. The following problems were

much in evidence:

1. The administrative p'rincipl eS involved.

2. The types and characteristics of the awards

given.

3. The basic factors used to determine the eligi

bility for athletic awards.

4. The status of the athletic and the non-athletic

award.

5. The procedures used for the presentation of awards.

III. REVIEW OF PREVIOUS STUDIES

The study macle by Wagenhorst17 in 1926 was one of

the outstanding contributions to high school athletics.

This survey showed that the standards by which awards were

17 L. H. Vlagenhorst. ~ Administration and 9.£§.1 of
High School Interscholastic Athletics (New York: Teachers
College. Columbia University, 1926), p. 134.
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made were usually determined locally, there being little

or no uniformity among schools. It further revealed that

the Maine Association of Principals of Secondary Schools

was the only state organization which had established

uniform standards of awards for its member schools. It

likewise Showed that a number of the state athletic as-

sociations had declared certain limitations of award values

which could be given by the schools in these states.

Kendall,18 in 1929, made a study of the award

situation as it existed for boys' athletics in high schools.

The results of his survey were derived from the question

naire replies from 159 high schools in the state of

Nebraska and 126 large high schools located in other states

of the union. 'fhe study revealed that thera was little

uniformity in the practice of granting awards. The kinds

and sizes of awards granted, the requirements for earning

them, and the procedures used in granting and controlling

them all varied in the different localities. He found

that school men, in general, favored some degree of

standardization of them.

18 Glenn M. Kendall, The Administration of Awards
!£! Boys Athletics !a High School (Lincoln, Nebraska:
University of Nebraska, 1929), p. 45.
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In 1936 Everett19 made a study of the basis of

awards as used in the state of Oklahoma. The conclusions

were drawn from 103 questionnaires returned from schools

throughout the state. The results revealed that the quali

fications for awards were quite varied for each of the four

major sports. The only uniformity d.etected was tha.t awards

were given in most schools. that the letter was generally

a block chenille-type letter, and that the larger letter

was given for participation in football. The study also

revealed that most of the conferences to which the schools

belong did not have regulations governing the awards. The

states were, however, becoming conscious of the part which

they must play in determining the eduoational destiny of

athletic competition. There were nineteen states which

already had definite rules regulating the athletic award

and seven others had recornmendations.

IV. METHOD OF INVESTIGATION

Sources 2!~. Questionnaires20 were sent to re

presentative secondary schools of the north-central states,

19 Earl C. Everett, ~ Basis of Awards f~~ Inter
school Participation in Athletics in Oklahoma Htgh Schools
(Norman, Oklahoma: University of Oklahoma. 1936 , p. 60.

20 A copy of the questionnaire may be found in the
AppendiX. page 109.

I,---------------------------
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and the data for this study were obtained from the replies.

The names of the administrators and the information for the

enrollment classifications were obtained from the Indiana

School Directory 1938-1939. The North Central Association

Quarterly, July, 1939, and the Patterson's American

Educational Directory 1938-1939.

Reliabilitu of data. It would be impossible to de

termine any given per cent of reliability in the study.

The validity of any such study may be questioned on the

basis that all the data were collected from questionnaires.

The questionnaire as a method of research has been recog

nized to have definite limitations. The one used in this

study was short. readable. and simple. and could be eaSily

answered. The probable error was thus lessened, and the

reliability of the information received increased~ as was

evidenced by the fact that all the returns were completely

usable.

Scope of data. The study included the five north

central states which bound the Great Lakes. namely. Indiana,

Illinois. Wisconsin. Michigan, and Ohio. The schools of

these five states were divided into four groups according

to the enrollment. The groups were as follows: up to 100;

101 to 250; 251 to 600; and above &00. A special attempt
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was made to have representations of each of these enroll-

ment groups in the various geographical sections of each

of the five states.

nistribution of questionnaire returns. ~here was

a total of 400 questionnaires mailed for this study. Of

this number, eighty were mailed to each of the five states

considered, so that each enrollment group would receive an

equal distribution. Thus each group received a total of

100 questionnaires.

Table I shows that there were 245 questionn8.ires

returned, which was 61.25 per cent of the number mailed.

~he state which made the highest return was Indiana, with

a total of 80 per cent. Illinois was low, With 52.2 per

cent. 'rhe table further shows that the large group--601

and up--returned 77 per cent, which was the highest per

cent for the group divisions. The small group--l to 100--

was low, with 34 per cent returned.

Organizati~1"!. of the remainder of this study. ~he

remaining part of the thesis is divided into units for tho

purpose of concentration and explanation. Chapter II

deals with the phases of administration and organization

of the award systems and gives by tables and cor®lents the

practices found in the survey •

..
1 .....
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TABLE I

DISTRIB~rION OF QUESTIONNAIRE RETURNS

GROUPS STATES
601 251 101 110 Ina. Mich. Wis. Ohio Ill. To-
up 600 250 100 tal of:

Number mailed • • • 100 100 100 100 80 80 80 80 80 400

Number returned. • 77 68 66 34 64 48 48 43 42 245

Per cent return ed • 77 68 66 34 80 60 60 53.75 52.5 61.25

*Note: In similar cases in tables which follow. the total
for the groups is the same" as the total for the states.
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Chapter III contains the main body of the survey.

In it is revealed the description of the athletic awards

and the qualifications for earning them. This includes

the major sports, minor sports, and the special recognitions.

In Chapter IV the development of the non-athletic

or activity award and the practices concerning its use and

control are given. Chapter V treats the subject of award

presentation. A summary of the findings of the survey, as

well as criteria for formulating an award system, is con-

tained in Ohapter VI. An outline resum~ of the findings

is included as a guide.

The appendix includes a sample copy of the question

naire mailed to the representative schools and the letter

which accompanied it.

I,-----------------------
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CHAPTER II

ADMINISTRATION AN]) ORGANIZATION .OF AWARD SYSTEMS

Organization is essential for the unity, strength,

and permanence of any institution or system. Quite often

the difference between a successful enterprise and one

that is a failure lies in its organization. This is no

less true of a system of awards for a high school than for

any large business enterprise.

I. RECORDS CONCERNING THE REGULATIONS
GOVERNING A\~RDS

The athletic constitution. Table II shows the dis

tribution of schools having athletic constitutions. There

were 245 schools which returned questionnaires for this

study, and of this number there were but forty-two, or

17.15 per cent, governed by an athletic constitution. The

state of Illinois ranked first with 26.2 per cent.

Wisoonsin reported but four of forty-eight schools, or 8.7

per cent having an athletic constitution. The most in

teresting information was revealed by a study of the re

ports from the enrollment groups. For those having less

than 100 there was but one school haVing an athletic con

stitution. The percentage inoreased with the enrollment of

the sohool; those having over 600 reported 27.3 per cent.

J _
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TABLE II

SCHOOLS WITH A~'HLETIC CONSTB~Ull'IONS

GROUPS
1 1:0 101 251 601
100 250 600 up

STATES
Ina. Ill. Wis. Mich. Ohio To

tal

Number schools
reported • • • • • 34 66 68 77 64 42 48 48 43 245

With athletic
constitution • • • 1 8 12 21 10 11 4 9 8 42

Without athletic
constitution • • • 33 58 56 56 54 31 44 39 35 203

Per cent of schools
with constitution. 3 12.117.6 27.3 15.6 26.2 8.7 lB.7 18.6 17.15
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Regulations ~ writing. The distribution of the

schools having the regulations concerning athletic awards

in writing is fOillld in Table III. It is alarming to note

that 49.2 per cent of the schools did not have these re

gulations in written form. EVidently these schools depend

upon tradition, decision of school officials, or other

methods e~ually indefinite. Indiana ranked much the highest

in reporting a total of twenty-eight schools, or 64.8 per

cent, which have their award system governed by definite

written regulations. Michigan reported but 30.7 per cent.

In the enrollment groups, the percentage does not

necessarily vary directly with the enrollment. While the

group over 600 was first with 64.3 per cent, the group of

101 to 250 was low with 41.4 per cent. The study further

showed that there was but one school having an athletic

constitution which did not have the award regulations in

some form of writing. Five schools had constitutions that

did not cover the giving of rewards; however, four of these

did control the awards in some other form.

II. THE ATHLETIC BOARD

Ninety-one schools, or 37.1 per cent, reported an

athletic board. This information is shown in Table IV.

Ohio rep9rted the largest percentage of boards with 55.8

I
J _
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TABLE III

SCHOOLS. iH~HOUT CONS1frrU·:nON
WITH AWARDS IN WRIffING

GROtJ1>S STATES
1 to 101 261 601 Ind. Ill. iVis. Mich. Ohio To-
100 250 600 up tal

--
Number without

constitution • • • 33 68 66 56 54 31 44 30 35 203

Number without awards
in writing • • • • 18 34 28 20 19 13 25 27 16 100

Number in writing. • 11 22 26 34 28 17 19 11 18 93

No answer • • • • • • 4 2 2 2 7 1 1 1 10

Per cent not
in writing • • • • 54.5 58.6 50.9 35. 7 35.2 4l.9 56.8 69.3 45.7 42.9

J _
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TABLE IV

SCHOOLS \JI'rH ATHLETIC BOARDS

GROUPS
1 to 101 251 601
100 250 600 up

STATES
Ind. Ill. His. Mich. Ohio To

tal

Having boards • • • 3 17 22 49 29 15 4 19 24 91

Par cant with
boards •• • • • 46.3 34.2 8.3 39.6 55.8 37.1

J.• _
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par cent. Wisconsin was low with 8.3 per cent. The per

centage of boards increased as the enrollment group increased.

~he group up to 100 reported but three schools having

athletic boards.

Table V reveals the distribution of the number of the

board members. There were thirteen sizes of boards, ranging

in number from two to twenty-five. The greatest frequency

was that of five members which represented twenty-one schools.

Four sizes had but a single representation. The median-size

board was that of thirteen members.

Table VI shows the frequency of the personnel of the

athletic boards listed as to their respective positions held.

A study of this table will indicate that the organization

of the athletic board is a local concern and must be adapted

to the peculiar needs of the local comnunity. This is

emphasized by the inconsistency and wide range of the per

sonnel membership. There was a total of forty-one positions

listed on the various membership rolls. The frequenoy of

these positions had a spread from sixty-nine for the coach,

to one for twenty-one positions mentioned.

Table VI considers only the different individuals

as represented in each sohool and does not consider the

number of repetitions of any one which may occur. The

i:

!j

Ii
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TABLE V

NUMBER OF BOARD MEMBERS

NUMBER
ON

BOARD

GROUPS
1 to 101 251 601
100 250 600 up

STATES
Ind- Ill. Wis. Mich. Ohio To

ta1*

Five • • • • • • • 1 4 8 10 8 4 3 6 2 23

Three • • • • • • 1 9 2 3 4 4 1 2 4 15

Four • • • • • • • 1 6 6 5 4 4 13

Seven • • • • • • 1 8 3 2 4 9

Six • • • • • • • 1 2 5 2 2 1 3 8

Eight • • • • • • 7 1 2 1 3 7

Ten • • • • • • • 2 3 1 2 2 5

Nine • • • • • • • 1 1 3 1 1 3 5

Two • • • • • • • 2 2 2

Twelve • • • • • • 1 1 1

Fourteen. • • • • 1 1 1

Eighteen ~ .' . • • 1 1 1

Twenty-five • • • 1 1 1

Total • • • • • • 3 17 22 49 29 15 4 19 24 91

Median number for groups and states: 13
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POSITION GROUPS STATES
1 to 101 251 601 Ina. Ill. VIis. Mich. Ohio To-
100 250 600 up tal

Ooaches • • • • • • • 2 15 18 34 22 10 2 15 20 69

Principal • • • • • • 1 14 17 35 23 9 1 14 20 67

Superintendent • • • 1 7 13 19 10 5 1 10 14 40

Faculty member • • • 1 2 5 11 5 3 1 3 7 19

Athletic director • • 1 4 13 6 5 3 4 18

Member of school
board. • • • • • • 2 15 3 3 2 2 7 17

Faculty manager • • • 4 1 10 4 1 10 15

Students • • • • • • 1 1 4 7 2 3 6 2 13

Athletic manager • • 3 4 3 2 1 1 7

High school
treasurer • • • • • 1 4 1 4 5

Business manager • • 1 3 1 2 1 4

Assistant principal • 1 3 1 2 1 4

Member student
council • • • • • • 3 1 2 1 1 4

Director athletic
society. • • • • • 1 2 1 2 3

Letter men • • • • • 2 1 2 1 3

Ticket manager • • • 1 2 1 2 3

Treasurer athletic
association • • • • 1 1 2 2

Oomptroller • • • • • 2 2 2

Alumni • • • • • • • 1 1 1 1 2

Team captains • • • • 2 1 1 2

Band leader • • • • • 1 1 1
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TABLE VI. (oontinued)

PERSONNEL OF ATHLETIC BOARD

POSI'l'ION GROUl?S STATES
1 to 101 251 601 Ind. Ill. Wis. Mich. Ohio To-
100 250 600 up tal

:=-
Director girls phys-

1 1ical education • • 1

Dean of boys•.• • • • 1 1 1
Head of commerce • • 1 1 1
Director of pep

1 1assembly ••• • • 1
Publicity manager • • 1 1 1
Director public

1 1 1relations • • • • •
Superintendent

1of purchases • • • 1 1
Manager of awards • • 1 1 1
Director of

needy athletes • • 1 1 1
Academic head • • • • 1 1 1
Director of

school extension • 1 1 1
Class sponsor • • • • 1 1 1
Senior boy • • • • • 1 1 1
Junior girl • • • • • 1 1 1
Junior boy • • • • • 1 1 1
Student assistant • • 1 1 1
01ass officers • • • 1 1 1
Club officers • • • • 1 1 1
Manager student

1 1 1council • • • • • •
Field manager • • • • 1 1 1

Total members • •• 6 45 81 188 97 59 8 60 96 320

il
"i;
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total. therefore. will not check with the total number

whioh would be obtained by the expansion of Table V.

III. CONTROL OF THE ATHLETIC AWARD

The responsibility of making the decision as to

who qualified for athletic awards. in most cases. rested

with the principal and the ooach. Table VII shows that

these combined officers were responsible for the athletic

awards in 115 schools. or 49 per cent. of the 235 which

reported. In four schools the pr incipal alone was re

sponsible.

The coach was the most frequently mentioned person.

In all. he was named by 217 of the 235 schools as having

oonnection with the body determining the giving of athletic

awards. In fifty-two cases the responsibility was given

to the ooach alone. and in twenty-nine of these cases he

held "the sole destiny't of the aVi8.rd program. there being

no constitution or written regulations for him to follow.

Approximately 40 per cent of the athletic boards

are bodies for consultation and supervision. and they did

not have the direct responsibility of determining the giv

ing of the awards. There was a total of ninety-one

athletic boards of which only forty-two made any decision

ralativato the award system.

l _
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TABLE VII

CONTROL OF THE ATHLETIC AWARD

DE'I'ERMINED BY GROUPS S'rATES
l1D 101 251 601 Ina. Ill.-·v{fs. Mich. Ohio To-
100 250 600 up tal

:Principal and coach • 21 37 33 24 33 19 28 23 12 115

Coach • • • • • • • • 5 14 16 17 6 9 13 12 12 52

Board. • • • • • • • 3 10 13 23 16 10 3 9 11 49

Principal • • • • • • 1 1 1 1 1 3 4

Faculty manager
and dean of boys • 1 1 1 3 3

:Pr inc ipal and
faculty. • • • • • 2 1 1 2

Student co unci1 • • • 1 1 1 1 2

Principal, coach. and
athletic director • 2 2 2

Oity board 0 f
four principals • • 2 2 2

Coaoh and let termen • 1 1 1

Ooaoh and staff • • • 1 1 1

Faculty manager. • • 1 1 1

Coaoh and athletic
director • • • • • 1 1 1

No answer • • • • • • 3 1 3 3 3 2 1 3 1 10

Total • • • • • • 34 66 68 7'7 64 42 48 48 43 245

i _
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CHAPTER III

QUALIFICATIONS FOR ~rrl~ING THE ATHLETIC A\VARD

The primary purpose of the award should be to aot as

a means of creating inoentives or as an incentive in itself. l

Lloyd says:

Theoretically the award should be based on the
degree of accomplishment which should be in terms
of the potential possibilities of the student in
terms of his present achievement. 2

I. THE nprERSCHOLASTIO SPORTS FOR WHICH
AWA1illS ARE MAnE

The information as presented in Table VIII indicates

that basket ball is the most popular of the interscholastic

sports in each of the five states and in each of the four

enrollment groups. There was a total of 243 schools out

of 245 which returned questionnaires indioating basket

ball as a competitive sport. The other two schools replied

that they did not have award systems and failed to report

competition in the sport.

1 Frank S. Lloyd, "Why Athletic Awards--What Kind-
How Given?" Winga te Memorial Lectures. (1931). p. 262.

2~•• p. 263.

~----------------
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Football was second in popularity with a representa

tion of 174 schools. The percentage of schools participating

in the sport decreased rapidly with the decrease in enroll-

ment groups. There were but seven schools with an enrollment

of less than 100 which used football as a competitive sport.

Track and baseball were next with a total of 165 and

157 schools respectively. It was Significant that in the

two lower enrollment groups the order was reversed. Base-

ball was second With track and football third and fourth

respectively.

In comparison of the minor sports. tennis and golf

ranked almost equal and were far in advance of the others.

Boxing and hockey were confined to the state of Wisconsin.

In all. there was a total participation in nineteen inter

scholastic sports. Seven of these. however. were found in

but one school each.

Table IX reveals the distribution of awards in the

various interscholastic sports. As indicated in the table.

all of the 243 schools participating in basket ball and

all of the 174 schools participating in football gave

awards in each of the two sports.

Eight schools participating in track did not give

awards in the sport. Likewise. thirty schools which

partioipated in baseball did not give awards. The greatest

I'
i'i _
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TABLE IX

DISTRIBUfION OF AWARDS IN INTERSCHOLASTIC SPORTS

SPORT AWARDS GROUPS STATES
1 to 101 251 601 Ind. Ii~ Wis. Mich. Ohio To-
100 250 600 up tal

Basketball • • • • 33 66 67 77 64 42 48 47 42 243

Football • • • • • 7 35 55 77 27 33 38 40 36 174

·Track • • • • • • • 9 37 44 67 33 39 ,22 33 30 157

Baseball • • • • • 13 36 41 37 27 15 24 40 21 127

Tennis • • • • • • 1 3 11 49 16 13 8 15 12 64

Golf • • • • • • • 4 7 50 13 12 8 20 8 61

Cross country • • • 1 16 5 3 4 5 17

Swimming • • • • • 1 11 2 5 3 2 12

Boxing • • • • • • 1 3 2 5 11 11

Wrestling. • • • • 2 7 1 5 1 2 9

Softball • • • • • 4 3 1 4

Hockey • • • • • • 1 1 2 2

Fencing. • • • • • 1 1 1

Skating. • • • • • 1 1 1

Archery. • • • • • 1 1 1

Horseshoe. • • • • 1 1 1

Total • • • • •• 64 193 229 399 188 172 161 204 160 885

*----------------
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decrease was fa und among the schools in the lO,li3r tv;o en-

ro11ment groups. Thirteen of the thirty schools not giving

awards for baseball participation were found in the enroll-

ment group of less than 100 and eight in the group of 101

to 250. This seemingly verifies the fact that, since all

sports must be maintained from the income of one or two

sports, the expenses for non-self-supporting sports must be

reduced to a minimum.

Most of the schools which used the minor sports for

interscholastic competition gave awards for this service.

The three sports, volley ball, badminton, and speed ball,

were listed for competition but were not included in the

system of awards. Awards for fencing, skating, archery,

and horseshoe were found to exist in but one instance.

II. TIESCRIPTION OJP 'mE A'J.'HLETIC Ai~AR-:,)S

The previous unit gave a cross section of the wide

scope of the athletic-award problem. There seemed to be

an even greater variation in the type of the award itself.

This was probably due to the haphazard fashion in which

awards have grown up. However, a survey of previous

studies indicated that they were at least somewhat stand

ardized by the limits Which the governing bodies have

placed upon them. Many of the state athletic associations

I1 _
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follow in word or spirit the rule of the National Federation

of State High School Athletic Associations and thus limit

the cost of their awards.

Wagenhorst 3 found that in the state of Michigan a

boy could not receive a sweater from anyone. Wisconsin had

a rule which stated that the award was not of .tutili tarian

value, I' while Ohio and Illinois had clauses limiting the

price of the award to one dollar. Indiana4 was limited by

the constitution of Indiana High School Athletic Associa-

tion to the giving of one sweater. jersey, jacket. blanket,

or similar award to any boy in each sport during his four

years of school. It further reqUired that the giving of

awards should be kept within reasonable bounds and they

should be of symbolic value only.

Types of letters used. It was revealed by the. in

formation presented in Table IX, page 28, that practically

all the schools included in this survey grant awards for

participation in interscholastic athletics. Table X shows

3 L. H. ~agenhorst. The Administration and Cost of
High School lnterscholastic-rthletics (New York: Teachers
Oollege, Columbia University, 1926). p. 57.

4 ltConstitution of Indiana High School Athletic
Association," Article XI. Sections 1 and 2. The Incliana
High School Athletic Associatio~ H~ndbook. 1938. p. 177.

~--------------
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TABLE X

DESCRIPTION OF LETTER Ai~RnS

GROUPS STATES
1 to 101 251 601 Ind. Ill. Wis. Mich. Ohio To-
100 250 600 up tal

--
A. TYPE LETTERS
Block letter • • • • 25 57 60 66 47 38 42 42 39 208
English letter • • • 2 2 1 3 1 1 5
Block and

English letters • • 2 1 2 1 3 1 5

Special letter 1 2 1 2 3

No answer • • • · • • 2 2 5 7 6 4 2 4 16

'rotal • • • • • • • 29 63 68 77 57 42 48 47 43 237

B. MATERIALS
Chenille letter • • • 28 61 66 75 55 41 47 46 41 230
Felt letter • • • • • 1 1 1
No answer • • • • • • 1 2 1 2 2 1 1 2 6

Total • • • • • • • 29 63 68 77 57 42 48 47 43 237

Q.. ~OF L~rTERS

Eight-inch • • • • • 5 20 30 40 16 18 8 26 27 95

Seven-inch • • • • • 9 14 19 21 17 14 22 5 5 63

Six-inch • • • • • • 11 17 7 6 15 7 12 5 2 41

Five-inch • • • • • • 2 3 1 2 1 1 5

Nine-inch • • • • • • 1 2 1 1 3 2 5

Ten-inch • • • • • • 2 2 1 1 1 3 5

Seven one-half inch • 1 1 1 1 2
Six one-half inch • • 1 1 1
Twelve-inch. • • • • 1 1 1
Not definite • • • • 1 1 1
Seven one-fourth inch 1 1 1
No answer • • • • • • 1 6 6 4 5 2 2 6 2 17

Total • • • • • • • 29 63 68 77 57 42 48 47 43 237

\

-----------------
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that 237. or 97.5 per cent. of these schools use some form

of the school letter. The types, sizes, and oharacteristics

of these letters. however. are not uniform.

Part A of this table points out that 87.7 per cent

of the schools giving the letter award use some form of

the block type. In only one case was the Old English type

of letter Qsed exclusivelYe Three schools indicated that

they have designed a special-type letter.

Part B of the table indicates that 97.05 per cent

of the schools use a chenille letter. In only one case

was felt material standard.

The most popular letter sizes, as shown in Part 0,

were the eight-, seven, and six-inch letters. The one most

frequently used was the eight-inch letter. This was the

standard size for 95. or 40.1 per cent, of the schools

giving the letter award. The seven-inch letter was used

by 26.5 per cent and the six-inch letter by 17.2 per cent.

A total of 199, or 84 per oent, of the schools used these

three sizes.

The other thirty-eight schools used the seven re

maining letter sizes represented in the tables. The five-,

nine-. and ten-inch letters were each used by five schools.

The six and one-half. seven and one-fourth, and twelve-inch

~l _
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sizes were used in but one case. One school reported

that it did not have a definite letter size specified.

Methods used 1£r distinction of the sport awards.

Table XI gives the distribution of the various methods

used in distinguishing the awards of one sport from those

of another. There were eighteen methods used for this

purpose. Some schools used a single method of distinction

while others ~nployed a combination of two or three methods.

The survey showed that seventy-nine. or one-third. of the

schools do not make a distinction among the sport awards

given for athletic participation in their school. This

custom ranked first in all the enrollment groups and in

all the states except Ohio. In Ohio there were but eight

schools which did not use some mark of distinction.

The insert of a significant insigne to represent

the sport in which the award was earned was the most fre-

quently used means of distinction. Thirty-five schools

used this plan. The one which ranked next was that of

using different-size letters to designate the sport re

presented. A number of the schools indicated further

that the largest size of letter was used for football.

Basket ball. baseball. and track followed in respective

order. The amallest size of letter was used for minor

sports.

'.i _



TABLE XI .

i~YS TO DIS~INGUISH SPORT AWARDS

METHODS GROUPS STN1'ES
1 to 101 251 601 Ind. Ill. Wis. Mich. Ohio To-
100 250 600 up tal

None • • • . • • • • 7 15 26 31 22 14 18 17 8 79

Insigne insert • • • 6 2 8 19 2 9 11 8 5 35

Style of letter • • • 1 11 10 7 4 3 4 6 12 29

Letter insert • • • • 5 7 3 5 6 1 3 15

Type of letter • • • 1 5 6 2 :3 :3 :3 2 :3 14

Color 0 f let tar • • • 2 5 1 1 2 2 4 1 9

Size and
letter insert • • • 3 1 :3 2 2 2 1 7

St{le and
ype of letter • • 3 1 1 2 1 2 5

Size type, and
co1or of letter • • 1 1 1 1 1 3 4

Sizea. t~e, insert • 2 1an Ie ter 1 1 1 3

Size, kind
insigne insert • • 2 1 2 1 3

Letter and
insigne insert • • 1 2 3 3

Color and
inSigne insert • • 1 1 1 1 2

Size
A

color
an insigne insert. 1 1 1

Sizea. t~e, color
an Ie ter insert • 1 1 1

Sizeci color
an letter insert • 1 1 1

Size and color • • • 1 1 1

Type and color • • • 1 1 1

No answer • • • • • • 10 8 :3 :3 16 1 2 2 :3 24

Total. • • • • • • 28 64 68 77 57 42 48 47 43 237

I1 _
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A small insert of the initial letter of the re

presentat i ve sport. that is. IfF" fa r faa tball, "Tit for

track, etc. was used Oy fifteen schools. A change in the

type of letter given was in use in fourteen schools, while

nine schools changed the color scheme of the letter. Some

schools explained that one color was used for the first

letter given but the color was changed for each succeeding

letter. A few schools used one color to indicate participa

tion in one sport, another color in two sports, and still

other colors in three and four sports respectively.

The remaining methods of distinction were made from

different combination arrangements of the above named sizes,

types. colors. and inserts. There were twelve of these

combinations as shown in Table XI.

It is significant that while the awards are quite

varied. there seems to be no outstanding single method

which is confined to any particular state or even to a

geographical division of a state. The methods used most

frequently are represented in all states and in all the

enrollment groups. The combination types were less evident

in the smaller enrollment groups because the number of

sports for participation were limited.
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III. SERVICE REQUIREMENTS FOR LETTERING

Every school is confronted with the question con

cerning the standard of service which Should be set for an

award in any given sport. ~~idence as shown from past

studies indicated that there is a Wide variation in the

nature and amount of participation required. Likewise,

by observation, there seems to be no outward appearance

which would indicate what had been accomplished to merit

the award. The letter may represent some two or three

years of faithful service and the finest of sportsmanship

and mental attitude, or, on the other hand, it may merely

show that the individual was on the squad for but a few

weeks.

The requirements for lettering ~ basket ball. The

methods used to qualify a boy for a letter in basket ball

are presented in Table XII. The information distinctly

reveals that there is a definite lack of uniformity in this

matter. There were eighty-two bases or methods in use by

which an award may be earned in basket ball alone. There

were III schools, or 45.7 per cent of the 243 schools,

that gave awards in the sport which have the qualifications

for lettering based upon the number of quarters. This re

presents the largest single grouping of methods.
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TABLE XII

REQUIREMENTS lWR LETTERING IN BASKET BALL

GROUPS S1'ATES
METHOD 1 to 101 251 601 Ina. Ill. Wis. Mich. Ohio To-

100 250 600 up tal

A. BY QUARTERS
One-half total • • • 3 13 9 13 4 9 4 2 19 38
One-fourth total • • 3 4 3 4 1 2 3 10
Sixteen • • • • • • • 1 1 3 1 1 1 3 1 6
Eight • • • • • • • • 1 3 1 1 3 3 6
One-third total • • • 1 4 2 2 1 5
Quarter equal

nlunber of games • • 3 2 2 3 5
Twenty • • • • • • • 2 1 2 1 3
Fifteen • • • • • • • 3 1 2 3
Twelve • • • • • • • 1 1 1 1 2 3
Four • • • • • • • • 1 1 1 2 1 3
One over half

quarters • • • • • 2 1 1 1 1 3
Twen ty- four • • • • • 1 1 1 1 2
Fourteen • • • • • • 1 1 2 2
Majority of quarters. 2 1 1 2
Number of quarters. • 2 1 1 2
Five-eights total • • 1 1 1
Two-fifths total • • 1 1 1
Three-fourths total • 1 1 1
Thirty-five. • • • • 1 1 1
Thirty-four • • • • • 1 1 1
Twenty-eight • • • • 1 1 1
Twenty-five • • • • • 1 1 1
Eighteen • • • • · • 1 1 1
Ten • • • • • • • • • 1 1 1
60 per cent of total. • 1 1 1
Twelve

conference ~ers • 1 1 1
Six full con-

ference quarters • 1 1 1
One quarter of three-

fourths of games • 1 1 1
One over one-

fourth quart ers • • 1 1 I
One full quarter of

all games 1 1 1
Five full quarters

or one-fourth time. 1 1 1
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TABLE XII (continued)

REQ.UIREMEN'rS FOR LET tfER ING IN BASKET BALL

GROUPS STATES
METHOD 1 to 101 251 601 Ina.. Ill. Wis. Mich. Ohio To-

100 250 600 up tal

D. BY MINUTES
Sixty-four • • • • • 1 2 2 1 3
Eighty • • • • • • • 1 1 1
One-half total • • • 1 1 1
One-third total • • • 1 1 1

Total of minutes • 1 1 4 4 1 1 6

E. MISCELLANEOUS-
Points • • • • • • • 5 6 2 4 7 1 3 6 17
Recormnendat1on

by coach • • • • • 1 2 7 4 4 3 7 14
Member 'of

tourney squad • • • 1 3 2 1 3 1 2 1 7
Subjective • • • • • 1 1 3 4 1 5
None set • • • • • • 3 1 1 1 1 1 2 5
Regular p:lXticipatio n • 1 1 1 3 3
Member of squad • • • 1 1 1 1 2
First ten • • • • • • 2 2 2
A regular or a

senior • • • • • • 2 2 2
Value of service • • 1 1 1 1 2
Attitude-attendance-

cooperation • • • • 2 1 1 2
Discretion of prin-

oipa1 and coach • • 1 1 1
Reasonable time

when needed • • • • 1 1 1
Two years service • • 1 1 1
40 per cent of

periods • • • • • • 1 1 1
ftEspirt de Corps" • • 1 1 1
No answer • • • • • • 1 5 2 2 2 6

Total of
miscellaneous • • 11 19 16 26 21. 13 12 17 9 72

Grand total • • • • • 28 64 67 77 57 42 48 47 42 236
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One can see from Part A of the table that the most

common method used was that of giving the award for par

ticipation in one-half of the total number of quarters

possible. This method, while not first in two of the states,

was first in the total frequency and was first in the three

higher enrollment groups. The practice ranks extremely

high in the state of Ohio. A total of nineteen schools, or

over one-half of the schools USing this method, were found

in Ohio.

The method which ranked second in this group was

that of earning the award by participating in one-fourth

of the total possible quarters. This practice was supported

by ten schools with almost an equal distribution as to states

and as to the enrollment groups.

There were two bases of qualification which were

represented by six schools each. These two were determined

by the specific listing of sixteen and eight quarters. The

others were supported by five, three, two, and one school

each. A total of eighteen methods in this grouping were

represented in but one school each.

It is qUite Significant that, while all schools in

this group used the quarter as a unit by which to measure

service, the whole system was anything but uniform.
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Forty-eight schools used the fractional nwnber of quarters

of participation. and these have a spread of one-third

to three-fourths. A total of thirty-four schools qualified

for the award by participation in a specified number of

quarters. which spreads from a low of four to a high of

thirty-five quarters.

The fact that there is such a wide variation in the

manner of use of the quarter does not by any means solve

the problem. Had all those using quarters as the unit for

measuring time observed the same method, there would yet

be a wide variation of award requirements. Many schools

further indicated an inconsistency in the methods by which

the quarters were counted. Some stated that these quarters

must be in conference competition. Several schools re

quired that a complete quarter be played before it could

be counted; others required participation of a definite

number of minutes, such as three, five, and six. One

school indicated that all the time served in games with

a certain rival school would be doubled.

Although there was no place on the questionnaire for

such a remark. some schools indicated that in addition to

the service requirements above they had additional require

ments. These were of the folloWing types: completion of

the season. attendance and attitude. good standing with
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school officials, all equipment accounted for. member of

the tourney squad, and value to the team.

Part B of the table shows that forty-one schools

determined their awards by the total number of games in

which there was participation. Phis unit of measure was

used in sixteen ways. The one used most often was that of

participation in one-half of the total number of games

played. Eighteen schools used this method. This basis of

qualification was ranked as second highest of all types

used.

The second in this group was the method of participa-

tion in one-fourth of the total number of the games. There

were six methods with a representation of two schools each

and eight with one each.

In Part C and n we see that other units for measur-

ing the service time were by halves and by total minutes

played. These, however, represent a very small percentage.

Part E reveals a variety of methods placed under

the general heading of miscellaneDuB types. The leading

type of this group was that of the point system. The

awards in this system were not given for any definite sport,

but points were earned toward a general award. The award

was an athletic one rather than a basket baIlor football

award. A total of seventeen schools used this method,

I._---------------
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making it rank third in all those indicated. It received

almost an equal distribution among the enrollment groups

but not among the states. Michigan did not indicate a

single representative, and Illinois reported but one. The

method found most favor in Indiana and Ohio with a report

of seven and six schools respectively.

A total of fourteen schools did not have specific

set requirements but left the matter entirely to the coach.

This practice found greatest favor in Michigan and ranked

third of all the ones used. Five schools based the award

upon subjective data and five reported that they had no

set requirements.

A report from seven of the schools revealed that

they did not give a letter award but gave some other type

of award. All of these schools were located in Indiana,

and a careful check indicated that a sweater was given as

an award in all cases. It was not shown but could perhaps

be assumed that even then the letter was given With the

sweater.

The requirements 1£! lettering in football. The

methods used for a boy to qualify for a letter in foot

ball are almost as numerous as those for basket ball.

There was, likewise, the same lack of uniformity as was



found for basket ball. Table XIII presents this informa

tion. It shows that there were fifty-nine distinct ways

for a boy to qualify for a letter in football. The group

ing of methods was very similar to that of the report for

basket ball. One-half of those used were based upon the

number of quarters played.

Part A of the table shows that the method having

the greatest frequency was that of the qualification by

participation in one-half of the total number of quarters.

This was represented in thirty-four schools out 0 f the 174

that gave letters as awards. It was twice as popular in

Ohio as in any other state. An equal distribution could

not be expected in the enrollment groups because the

smaller schools were not represented in football. Six

schools used one-fourth of the total number of games

possible.

Methods of setting specific numbers of quarters

were next in popUlarity. The number of quarters set were

twelve, sixteen, ten, and eight respectively. Eleven

schools used twelve quarters, six schools used sixteen

quarters, and five schools used each of ten and eight

quarters. There were eleven methods which had but a
..

single representation each.

I
~ -t
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TABLE XIII (continued)

REQUIREMENTS FOR LETlrERING IN FOOTBALL

GROUPS STA~'ES

METHOD 1 to 101 251 601 Ind. Ill. \hs. Mich. Ohio To-
100 250 600 up tal

12. MISCELLANEOUS

Value to team • • • • 1 1 1
Attitude-oooperation • 1 1 1
Nothing specific • • 1 1 1
75 per cent 0 f halves. 1 1 1
No answer. • • • • • 1 5 2 2 2 6

Total of
miscellaneous • • 4 8 12 22 10 9 7 12 8 46

Gr and to tal • • • • • 7 35 55 77 27 33 38 40 36 174
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Part B of the table shows that a total of ten

schools determined the qualification for awards by partici-

pat ion in the number of games. These schools were grouped

into six methods by which the unit of the game was used.

One of -these methods was represented by one school, two

by two schools each, and three by one school.

The number of minutes played was used as a unit by

which to measure service in eleven of the schools. Part C

shows there were six variations of this unit of measure

in use.

There was, as shown in Part TI, a total of fifteen

separate methods listed under the general heading of mis

cellaneous types. The recommendation of the coach was

the most popular method of this group as well as the

second most used for qualification for the award in foot

ball. A total of twelve schools used this plan.

The method which ranked second in this group was

that of counting points toward the general award, as was

discussed under the report on basket ball. This practice

was supported by eleven schools, thus making it tied for

third place.

Three schools used subjective data and three in

dicated the laok of any definite system. A total of eleven

t
I1 _
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of the methods under this type were represented by but..
one school each.

~ requirements !£r lettering in baseball. The

survey showed that a total of 127 schools gave awards for

participation in baseball. Table XIV shows that of this

number fifty-two schools determined this award by a con

sideration of the number of innings played. Nineteen

schools, as shown in Part A, indicated that they required

a boy to participate in one-half of the total innings

played by the team. This method was the most used in this

group and received almost an equal distribution in the en

rollment groups. It was most used in the state of Ohio.

One-fourth the total innings and a total partici-

pation of twenty-seven innings were each used by five

schools. Four schools required a total of eighteen and

four ,required nine.

The number of innings required by the various schools

showed a spread from seven to thirty-six. Ten methods

under the general grouping by innings had but a single

school representation.

Part B of the table reveals that forty-one of the

schools based the qualification of their awards upon the

number of games in which the boy participated. Twenty
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TABLE XIV

REQUIREMENTS FOR LETTERING IN BASEBALL

--
GROUPS STA',PES

QfHOD 1 to 101 251 601 Ina:: Ill. 1]11s. Mich. Ohio To-
100 250 600 up tal

!. g INNINGS
One-half total • • • 3 6 5' 5 1 6 3 1 8 19
One-fourth total. • • 1 3 1 1 1 2 1 5
Twenty-seven • • • • 1 2 2' 1 1 3 5
Eighteen • • • • • • 2 1 1 1 3 4
Nine • • • • • • • • 1 1 2 1 2 1 4
Seven • • • • • • • • 3 1 2 3
Twenty-one • • • • • 2 1 1 2
One-third total • • • 1 1 1
5 per cent con-

ference innings • • 1 1 1
One over one half

total • • • • • • • 1 1 1
Number of innings • • 1 1 1
Innings equal to

numb ar games • • • 1 1 1
Innings equal ona-

half number games • 1 1 1
Thirty-six • • • • • 1 1 1
Thirty-five • • • • • 1 1 1
Twenty • • • • • • • 1 1 1
Eight • • • • • • • • 1 1 1

Total of innings • 6 12 19 15 4 7 11 18 12 52

B. ;fIT GAMES
One-half total • • • 11 4 5 9 3 1 3 4 20
Six • • • • • • • • • 1 2 1 2 3
Four • • • • • • • • 1 2 3 3
Three-fourths total • 1 1 2 2
25 per cent total • • 1 1 1 1 2'
Three • • • • • • • • 2 1 1 2
Number of games • • • 1 1 2 2
Two • • • • • • • • • 1 1 1 1 2
60 per cent total • • 1 1 1
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TABLE XIV (oontinued)

REQUIREMENTS FOR LETTERING IN BASEBALL

GROtrPS STATES
METHOD 1 to 101 251 601 Ind. Ill. vhs. Mich. Ohio To-

100 2'50 600 up tal

B. BY GAMES
One-third total • • • 1 1 1
Five • • • • • • • • 1 1 1
One • • • • • • • • • 1 1 1
Three-fifths total • 1 1 1

Total of games • • 2 14 15 10 16 3 4 12 6 41

C. MISCELLANEOUS

Reoommendation
of coach • • • • • 1 2 3 5 3 2 6 11

Points • • • • • • • 3 3 1 4 1 1 1 7
Member of squad • • • 2 3 1 2 2 2 6
None set • • • • • • 2 1 1 2 3
Subjective • • • • • 1 2 1 1 1 3
Discretion of prin-

cipal and coach • • 1 1 1
At bat ten times • • 1 1 1
No answer. • • • • • 1 1 1 1 2

Total of
miscellaneous • • 5 10 7 12 7 5 9 10 3 34

Grand total • • • • • 13 36 41 37 27 15 24 40 21 127

i
I1 _
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sohools in this group required a boy to participate in

one-half of the total games in order to qualify for the

letter award. This was the largest representation of any

of the methods used for baseball. It found most favor in

Indiana. where nine schools indicated its use and in the

enrollment group of 101 to 250 where eleven schools re-

ported its use.

The survey further showed that three schools each

reported a specific number of six-and four games. A to

tal of five methods were supported by two schools each and

a total of five by one school each.

Additional comments received in connection with the

questionnaire revealed the lack of uniformity in the

qualification for the award in baseball upon the basis of

the games played. There was a wide difference of opinion

as to how muoh participation should constitute a game.

The following are representative of the requirements set

for game oount: one-half of a game; three innings of a

game; one time at bat; report to official; legal entrance

into a game; two complete innings; and completion of a

full game.

The remaining methods in use are listed under the

heading of miscellaneous in Part C of the table. There

t
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were eleven of the schools which left the qualification

to the recommendation of the coach. This was the third

most popular method in use and again most in evidence in

Michigan.

Seven schools used the "point system" in Which points

were counted toward the general award as was found in basket

ball and football. A total of six schools required the boy

to be a member of the squad.

The survey showed that there were just thirty-two

schools. or approximately one-fourth of the 127 schools

giving awards in baseball. which indicated that they de

viated from their standard form for the pitcher and catcher.

These schools were distributed as follows: Indiana. nine;

Illinois. three; Wisconsin, six; Michigan. seven; and Ohio.

seven. Special requirements were grouped under the fol

lowing heads: attitude and willingness; participation in

regular turn; practice and value to the team; and different

fractional parts of the required innings or games.

The requirements ~ letterins in tra~. There were.

157 schools which gave awards for participation in track.

These schools. as indicated by TableXV. use thirty-two

methods by which the boy may qualify for the award.
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TABLE XV

REQUIR»~B~TS FOR LET1~RING IN TRACK

GROUPS S'.rATES
METHOD 1 to 101 251 601 Ina.. Ill-iiis. Mich. Ohio rro-

100 250 600 up ta.1

Assigned points or
place in an assign-
ed meet (sectional,
county, etc) • • • 2 4 16 14 4 12 3 12 5 36

Place in an
assigned meet • • • 11 9 6 5 8 5 5 3 26

Points toward
~athletic 1ett6r~ • 3 5 1 5 6 1 1 6 14

Ten points in meets • 1 7 3 1 2 2 8

:I!'ifte en points
in meets • • • • • 1 1 5 3 2 2 7

Placement of a I, 2,
or 3 in a major
meet • • • • • • • 1 1 1 4 4 1 1 1 7

Recommendation
of coach • • • • • 1 4 2 1 2 4 7

First place • • • • • 1 2 1 2 3

Qualify for sectional. 1 2 1 2 3

Place in a meet • • • 2 1 1 2 3

Practice and
points won • • • • 1 1 1 2 1 3

Twelve points
in meet •• • • • • 2 1 1 2

Eight points in meets. 2 2 2

Qualify for
2state meet • · • • 1 1 2

Place in atate meet • 2 1 1 2
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TABLE Arv '(continued)

REQUIR~&NTS FOR LETTERING IN TRACK

GROUPS STATES
ME11ffOJ) 1 to 101 251 601 Ind. Ill. Wis. Mich. Ohio To-

100 250 600 up tal

Points earned • • • · 2 2 2
Not set. • • • · • • 1 1 1 1 2
Subjective • • • • • 2 1 1 2
Five points in meets • 1 1 1
Four points in meets • 1 1 1
Two wins • • • · • • 1 1 1
Eleven points in

major meets • • • • 1 1 1
Five points

in one meet • • • • 1 1 1
One point for every

twenty for team • • 1 1 1
Five points in

conference meets 1 1 1
Conference first • • 1 1 1
Average five

points per meet • • 1 1 1
ReEresent school

1ln every meet • • • 1 1
Squad member

and points · • • • 1 1 1
Value of service • • 1 1 1
Number of

placements • • • • 1 1 1
Set each year • • • • 1 1 1
No answer • • • • • • 5 1 6 1 7 3 1 12

Total • • • • • • • '7 49 44 67 33 39 22 33 30 157

I
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The most popular method in use was of a dual type.

The boy could qualify for the award by oollecting a total

assigned number of points for the year or by earning a one,

two, or three placement in previously assigned meets. The

total number of points required ranged from five to twenty

five with a mode of ten points. The assigned meets, when

indicated, were the county~ conference, and any division

of the state meets. A few schopls revealed that there

must be more than three participating schools. This found

favor with thirty-six schools, as shown by the table.

The method next in use was that of requiring a place

ment in any of the previously assigned meets which included

such meets as the county, conference, sectional, etc. No

provision for points earned in dual and warm-up meets was

made. A total of twenty-six schools used this plan.

The point system whereby points were earned toward

the general award was next in favor. A total of fourteen

schools reported this method to be in use. There were ten

meet points required by eight schools in order to qualify,

and fifteen meet points were required by seven schools.

Three schools required the boy to qualify for the

sectional, two required him to qualify for the state, and

two schools required the boy to place in the state r:leet

in order to be eligible for the award.
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Qualifications were not set in two schools. Sub-

jective data were used in one school, and one indicated

that the award re~uirements were fixed each year.

Requirements for lettering in other sports. Table XVI

presents the distribution of the methods in use by which a

boy may qualify for an award in tennis. The table reveals

that sixty-four schools gave awards for this sport. The

qualification was based upon the recornmendation of the

coach in eight of these schools, while six required regular

membership in a team. These two methods rank much above

all others. There was a total of twenty-eight methods in

use. Twenty-two were represented by but one school each.

The tables for minor sports do not show the distribution

by enrollment groups because the nmnbers were so small

they could not be considered significant.

Table XVII shows the different award qualifications

for golf. Sixty-one schools gave a letter in this sport.

It also indicates that there was a total of twenty-two

separate methods of qualification for the award. The most

popular one required the reoownendation of the coach. This

method was indicated by eight schools. There were six

methods which were eaoh represented by two schools and

twelve having but one representation each.

I,---------------
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TABLE XVI

REQUIRFJKENTS FOR LETTERING IN TENNIS

STA'rES
Ind. Ill. Wis. Mich. Ohio ,TotalMETHOD

Recommendat ion 0 f coach • • • • .. • 1 1 1 5 8

Regular team member • • · • • • · • 1 2 1 2 6

Point system • • • • • • • • • • · 2 1 3

Two wins or place in conference • • 1 1 2

Participate in fifty per cent
of matches • • • • • • • • • • • 1 1 2

Points • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 1 2

Participate in league meet • • • • 1 1

Three wins or place
in conference • • • • • • • • • • 1 1

Place in conference • • • • • • • • 1 1

Two wina • • • • • • • • • • · • • 1 1

Four boys • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 1

Five points or
place in conference • • • • • • • 1 1

Participate in
three-fourths matches • • • · • • 1 1

One win • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 I

One-third participation • • • • • • 1 1

Participate in five matches • • • • 1 1

Sixteen points in meets • • • • • • 1 1



Complete semester • • • • • • • • • 1 1

Points in a major meet • • • • • • 1 1

Win district meet · • • • • • • • • 1 1

Four Wins • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 1

Per cent of meets • · • • • • • • • 1 1

Six points • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 1

One-half games • • • • • · • • • • 1 1

'fwo year participation • • • • • • 1 1

Eight points • • • • • • • • • • • 1 1

Five matches and tourney • • • • • 1 1

Ten dual points-five conference
points-place in district • • • • 1 1

No answer • • • • • • • • • • • • • 4 4 2 2 7 19

59

Ind. Ill. Wis. Mi c11. Ohio Total

641215813

STATES

16• • • • • •

TABLE XVI (continued)

REQUIRNflENTS FOR LETTERING IN ~ENNIS

ME'rHOD

Total • • • • • • • •
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TABLE XVII

REQUIRID~TS FOR LETTERING IN GOLF

METHOD STATES
Ind. Ill. Wi s. Mioh. Ohio Total

Recommendation 0 f coach • • • • • • 1 1 1 5 8

Regular team member • • • • · • · · 1 1 1 3

Points • · • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 1 1 3

Three-fourth meets and
score of ninety • · • • • • · • · 1 1 2

Fifty per cent participation • • • 1 1 2

Participation in one-third matches. 2 2

Five matches and tourney • • • • • 1 1 2

One-half matches • • • • • • • • • 1 1 2

A point system • • • • • • • • · • 2 2

Place in district • • • • · • • • • 2 2

Complete semester • • • • • • • • • 1 1

A point in a major meet • • • • • • 1 1

Win a district match • • • • • • • 1 1

Qualify for state meet · • • • · • 1 1

Three-fifth matches or place in
conference or state meet • • • • 1 1

Two-thirds matches • • • • • • • • 1 1

Win a match • • • • • • • • • • · • 1 1

Four boys • • • • • • • • • • • · • 1 1

Six wins • • • • • • • • • • • · • 1 1

Two wins • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 1

Two years participation • • • • • • 1 1

lrwo wins or place in oonference • • 1 1

No answer • • • • • • • • • • • • • 4 3 2 7 5 21

Total • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 13 12 8 20 8 61
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Table XVIII gives the report of the distribution of

methods used for a boy to qualify for an award in cross

country. A total of seventeen schools gave an award for

this sport. In three schools the reward was based upon

the reoommendation of the coach and three required team

membership. Two schools gave awards to the five boys hav

ing the most meet points at the close of the season. A

total of four individual methods was represented.

Award requirements for swimming are shown in Table

xrx. Fourteen schools gave awards for participation in

the sport. The table shows that four schools required a

total of ten points in dual meets or a placement in any

larger meet. All other methods had but one representa

tion each.

Nine schools gave awards for wrestling. These were

divided into two requirements haVing an equal distribution.

Three schools did not indicate the method used.

Wisconsin was the only state in which awards were

given for boxing. Eleven schools made such an award. Two

schools reqUired two Wins, two schools required a partici

pation in four bouts and five schools had individual methods.

Awards were reported for softball. fencing. skating.

hockey. archery, and horseshoe. but the schools did not in

dicate what requirements were needed in order to qualify for

the award.
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Reoommendation of coach • • • • • • 1 1 1 3

Team member • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 1 1 3

Five highest men • • • • • • • • • 1 1 2

A point system • • • • • • • • • • 1 1

Point in a major meet • • • • • • • 1 1

Two-thirds total runs • • • • • • • 1 1

First in a dual or
within twenty in district • • • • 1 1

No answer • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 1 1 2 5

62

17543

STATES

5

Ina.. Ill. Wi s. Mich. Ohio Total

• • • • • • • •

METHOD

TABLE XVIII

REQUIREMENTS FOR LETTERING IN CROSS COUNTRY

Total • • • • • •
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TABLE XIX

REQUIREMENTS FOR LETTERING IN SWIMMn~G

STATES
Ind. Ill. Wis. M'::;;'i-ch'-.-Oh-io- rrotal

Ten points in a dual
meet or place in another • • • • 1 2 1 4

Five points in a dual meet
or place in another • • • • • • • 1 1

Two point average • • • • • • • • • 1 1

Place in a regional meet • · • • • 1 1

Recommend.ation of coaoh • • • • • • 1 1

Earn a point in major meet • • • • 1 1

Thirty d.ual points or place in
conference • • • • • • • • • • • 1 1

Fifteen points • • • • • • • • • · 1 1

No answer • • · • • • • • • · · • • 1 2 3

Total • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2 5 5 2 14
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IV. SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS

Special provisions !£! seniors. The survey showed

that 47.7 per cent of the schools represented in this study

had some kind of a provision to care for seniors who had,

for various reasons, been unable to fulfill the set require

ments. Table XX indicates that there were 117 schools vdth

such a provisian. Ohio led in this practice with a total

of 62.8 per cent of the schools that reported. Inliana

was low with 34.4 per cent.

The qualifications which are required in lieu of

the specific requirements set by the school are shown in

Table XXI. The 117 schools which had this provision in

dicated that twenty various methods were used for this pur

pose. The most popular practice was that of giving the

latter award to a senior who had not fulfilled the set re

qUirement, provided he had a total of four years of service

in any particular sport considered. fwenty-seven schools

followed this plan.

The award was allowed in thirteen schools if the

senior had completed three years of service in any given

sport. The recommendation of the coach was necessary in

a like nwaber before any changes could be made.

Ten schools indica ted tha t, in oases Vihere the aV/ard

requirements were almost complete, the individual vrould be
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TABLE XX

SPECIAL PROVISIONS FOR SENIORS

GROUPS STATES
1 to 101 251 601 Ind. IlL Wis. Mich. Ohio To-
100 250 600 up tal

Number of returns • • 34 66 68 77 64 42 48 48 43 245

Having no provision. 22 46 31 29 42 17 24 29 16 128

With provision • • • 12 20 37 48 22 25 24 19 27 117

Per cent having
senior provision • 26.3 ZO.3 51:.4 62.3 34.4 ~.5 50 39.6 62.8 47.7

I1 .-..
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TABLE XXI

TYPES OF LENIl§I1CIE3 'ro SENIORS

GROUPS STATES
110 101 251 60t Ina.. Ill. Wis. 1'1i ch. Ohio '110_

100 250 600 up tal

Four year service • • 2 5 13 7 1 8 6 4 8 27

Three year service • 1 1 11 1 6 2 4 13
Recommendation
" by coach • • • • • 2 2 2 7 3 4 1 3 2 13

Citizenship
2 2 6 5 5 10and serv~ca • • · •

Attitude and service. 1 1 4 2 5 3 8
Faithful practice • • 3 1 2 2 4 6

Two year service • • 1 1 2 2 2 2 1 1 6
Individual merit • • 1 1 2 4 4

Senior out for
full year • • • • • 2 2 1 1 2 4

Recommendation of
principal and cce.ch. 1 3 3 1 4

Coopera.tion • • • • • 3 3 3

"dork hard
in practice • • • • 1 1 1 1 2

First eight men • • • 1 1 1 1 2

Outstanding service • 1 1 1
Game participation • 1 1 1
Very exceptional

1 1 1cases • • • • • • •
More 1 enien t • • • · 1 1 1
Pass age limit

1 1during year • • · · 1
Minor award • • • • • 1 1 1

ReqUirements
almost complete • • 1 1 1

No answer • • • • • • 1 2 3 2 2 1 4 1 8

Total • • • • • • • 12 20 37 48 22 25 24 19 27 117
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considered upon the basis of citizenship and service to the

squad. Attitude and service were the bases considered in

eight schools. Other types of subjective data, as revealed

in the table, were: faithful practice; individual merit;

cooperation; working; and outstanding service.

There were seven methods which were found in but one

school each. One school merely indicated that it was

"more lenient". One made speoial allowance should a senior

become ineligible during the season because of having

reached the maxunum age limit as set by the state association.

Special provision in~ of injury or sickness.

The inforr~tion in Table XXII shows that ninety-six schools

had a provision in their system of awards whereby allowance

could be made in case of injury or sickness. This re

presents approximately 40 per cent of those that gave awards.

'Nisconsin was the 1 eading state in this practice wi th 47.9

per cent. and Indiana was second with 40.6 per cent. Ohio

and Michigan were very close having 39.5 per cent and 39.2

per cent respectively. Illinois was low with 29.1 per cent.

It was interesting to discover that the larger

schools gave this practice more consideration than the

smaller ones. The table shows that the two higher enroll

ment groups had 48.5 per cent and 47.13 per cent while the
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TABLE XXII

SPECIAL PROVISION FOR INJURY AND SICKNESS

GROUPS STATES
1 to 101 251 601 Ind. Ill. Wis. Mich. Ohio To-
100 250 600 up tal

Number of returns • • 34 66 68 77 64 42 48 48 43 245

Having no
provision • • • • • 24 49 36 40 38 26 25 34 26 149

Wi th provision • • • 10 17 32 37 26 16 23 14 17 96

Per cent having
injury and sick-
ness provision • • 29.3 25.7 1/1.3 4S. 5 40 .6 38J. 47.9 29.1 39.5 39.2
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two smaller groups had 27.5 per cent and 29.3 per cent.

Table ~aIII gives the distri bution of the persons

responsible for the justification of injuries and sicknesses.

There were thirty schools which left this decision to the

combined offices of principal and coach. It was significant

that twenty-four schools left this matter entirely to the

judgment of the coach. These two practices were far in

advance of all others.

There were nine schools in which the principal,

coach, and a doctor were responsible for establishing justi

fiable evidence of the injury or sickness. Seven schools

left the matter to the decision of the board, and in six

the coach and a doctor were responsible.

The remaining methods were composed chiefly of dif

ferent combinations of the above mentioned individuals.

v. SPECIAL AilJILEfIC AWARDS

The sweater award. As was indicated in an earlier

statement, Indiana was the only state in which the state

association would permit a sweater award. Sixty-four

schools reported in this survey. The returns gave evidence

that of this number fifty-nine, or 92.2 per cent, gave the

sweater award in at least one sport. One school failed to



MEANS OF JUSTIFICATION FOR INJURY AND SICKNESS

Principal and coach • 3 5 10 12 3 5 12 4 6 30

Coach . • • • • • • • 3 2 8 11 7 3 6 3 5 24

Principa1-
coach-doctor • • • 4 3 2 4 1 1 2 1 9

Board. • • • • • • • 1 2 4 4 1 1 1 7

Coach-doctor • • • • 2 1 3 3 3 6

Principa1-coach-
athletic director. 2 1 2 5 5

Doctor • • • • • • • 2 2 1 1 2 4

Board-coach • • • • • 1 1 1 1 1 1 3

Coach-
student council • • 2 1 2 1 3

Board-doctor · • • • 1 1 1

Principa1-
coach-board • • • • 1 1 1

Principal-coach-
athletic director-
doctor • • • • • • 1 1 1

Board-coach-dootor • 1 1 1

No answer • • • • • · 1 1 1

Total • • • • • • • 10 17 32 37 26 16 23 14 17 96

TABLE XXIII

STATES
Ind. Ill. Wia. lvIich. Ohio To

tal

70

GROUPS
1 to 101 251 601
100 250 600 up

MEANS
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report on this matter. and four schools stated four sepa

rate practices. One reported that gold balls were given.

It was mentioned by still another school that, while a

sweater was not used, it gave jackets which are similar

awards. One school gave credit of $2.25 to be applied as

a part payment on a sweater and the balance was to be paid

by the boy. This school was found in the enrollment group

up to 100 and probably did so because of financial

difficulties.

The distribution of the specific requirements used

for the sweater award is found in Table XXIV. It was dis-

covered that this was used chiefly as a senior award.

There were fourteen methods by which one could qualify for

the sweater, and of this number, five were listed definite

ly as senior awards. These five also represent a total of

thirty-three schools, or approximately 56 per cent.

Twenty-two schools gave the sweater award to a

senior for fulfilling the same requirement as for a letter

in any other year of service. Five used the point system

and gave the sweater during the senior year provided the

required points had been previously earned. Three schools

required that the boy be a senior and be a member of the

squad representing the school in tournament play. In two

I
J

1.---------------------



TABLE :XXIV

REQUIREMENTS .(i1 0R Slf.!iliiTERS IN INDIANA

Method
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Indiana

$ •

To seniors for requir emen ts 0 f a 1 et ter • • • •

As a first let ter • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Participation in eight games •••••••••••

Five games or member of tourney squad •••••••

No answer • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

:Po int sys tern-awards to senior • • • • •• •••

Senior and member of tourney squad ••••••••

As a letter • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Winner of three letters • • • • • • • • • • • • ••

Mamb ar of a champion team • • • • • • • • • •• • •

Seniors winning one or more letters ••••••••

Senior as member of first eight men ••••••••

Winner of two letters • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Juniors playing in ten games •••••••••••

As a junior award • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

22

7

5

3

2

2

2

2

1

1

1

1

1

1

8

Total . . . . • . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . 59
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schools the sweater was given in the senior year to those

having earned one or more letters. There vas one which re

qUired the boy to be one oithe first eight members of the

team.

In seven schools the sweater was given as the first

award, the requirements being the same as for a letter in

any following year.

The sweaters were used in two schools as special

awards. They were given only to members of Ch~lpionship

teams. fhere was no statement as to what championship was

to be conSidered.

Six methods were used in but one school each. ~wo

indicated that the sweater was an award for juniors.

The capta~~ award. The distribution of the award

given for services of the captain is shown in Table ~'J..V.

A small percentage of the schools, 36.3 per cent, gave

awards for this service. Indiana leads in this practice.

There were thirty-two schools, or 50 per cent, which gave

such an award in this state. In aisconsin, nineteen

schools made the award, while there were fifteen in ench of

the states of Illinois and Michigan. There were but ei8ht

schools in Ohio.

The enrollment groups showed the ones of 101 to 250

and 251 to 600 to be first with 40.9 per cent and 42.6 per

~-----------------
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TABLE XX"l

DISTRIBUT ION Oli' CAP'.rAIN AWARDS

GROUPS STATES
1 to 101 251 &01 Ind.. Ill. Wis. Mi ch.Ohio To-
100 250 600 up tal

Number reporting • • 34 66 68 77 64 42 48 48 43 245

Number giving
captain's awards • 12 27 29 21 32 15 19 15 8 89

No awards • • • • • • 21 33 35 52 30 24 25 30 32 141

No answer • • • • • • 1 6 4 4 2 3 4 3 3 15

J _
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cent t respectively. '.rh e lowest enrollment group was next

with 35.3 per cent, and the group from 601 and higher was

low with a report of 27.2 per cent.

Table ~L~I indicates the type of awards used for

this honor. ~he most popular method was to award a star.

Seventy-five of the eighty-nine schools reported this

praotice. Five of the remaining schools gave a special

color stripe to show the service of the oaptain. A special

letter was in use by three schools, and the insert of the

letter "C I
' was reported by two schools. One gave a letter

of two colors, while another gave the captain a special

medal.

A study of the methods used for the selection of

the individual for the captain was very interesting. The

report as listed in Table XXVII shows that a total of

thirty-nine schools allowed the award men to make the

selection of captain. The entire squad made the selection

in twenty-three schools while the coach was given this re

sponsibility in nineteen. The latter shows a less demo

oratio form, and it was not alarming to find this method

in third place. ~he faculty made the selection in one

school, while in the other the selection was made by the

athletic board.

2



TABLE XXVI

TYPES OF A~mRDS FOR CAPTAINS
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2

GROUP STATES
AWARD 1 to 101 251 601 Indo Ill. Wis. Mich. Ohio To-

100 250 600 up tal

Star • • • • • • • 11 24 26 14 26 14 19 12 4 75

Stripe • • • • • • 2 3 4 1 5

Special letter • • 2 1 1 1 1 3

Special insert • • 2 2 2

r.rwo color letter • 1 1 1

Med.al • • • • • • • 1 1 1

No answer • • • • • 1 1 1 1 2

Total • • • • • • 12 27 29 21 32 15 19 15 8 89

I

~-----------



TABLE XXVI I

METHOD OF SELECTION FOR CAP'fAIN AWARDS
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GROUPS S'EATES
SELEC'EI ON BY 1 to 101 251 601 Ina. Ill. Wi s. Mich. Ohio To-

100 250 600 up tal

Award men • • • • • 3 10 15 11 9 9 10 7 4 39

Squad • • • • • • • 5 5 6 7 10 3 6 3 1 2~3

Appointment
by coach • • • • 2 9 5 3 11 1 3 2 2 19

Faculty. • • • • • 1 1 1

Athletic board • • 1 1 1

Total • • • • • • 10 25 27 21 32 13 19 12 7 83
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Other athletio awards. The remaining awards as

discovered in the survey might be classified as awards for

service of exceptional merit. Gold balls or gold medals

were listed most frequently. They were given chiefly to

individual members of championship te~ns. ~he championships

included county, conference, sectional, and special tourneys.

The awards for this service were found in each of the five

states in th is study. Ohio and Ind iana, however, seemed

to be more liberal in this practice. These awards were

likewise given as special awards to seniors in a few of the

larger schools. The practice was more prominent in states

other than Indiana. 1bis, no dOUbt, was due to the rule

permitting sweaters which, in most cases, were senior

awards.

Another very popular award was that of a special

trophy, plaque, or medal given for special achievement,

generally of a subjective type. These achievements in

cluded such combinations as athletic achievement and

scholarship; scholarship, athletic ability, and character;

sportsmanship; most valuable player; most valuable member

of the team; most improved player; and most outstanding

individual player. In most cases these awards were sub

ject to approval 0 f the school authori ties and were spon

sored by prominent alumni, outstanding business men of the
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locality, or active organizations of the con~unity.

Trophies, cups, and gold balls were also listed

for specific achievement. such as the leading foul shooter

or highest batting percentage. New school records in

track. scoring, etc. were also recognized.
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CHAPTER IV

ATHLETIC VERSUS NON-ATHLETIC AWARDS

The granting of awards for interscholastic athletic

participation is indeed very common in our secondary school

systems of today. The previous section of this study spoke

of the fact that almost every school gave some type of award

for this activity. Furthermore. it v~s revealed that in

most instances this award was some form of the school letter.

I. GROWTH OF THE NON-ATHLETIC AWAR1>S

The development of this praotice sprang up in a

more or less spontaneous fashion. It is also true that it

has grown in the face of some severe criticism. According

to Williams and Hughes:

In spite of the advanoed op~n~on that students
should participate for mere love of the sport, the
system of awards has grown so that it now includes
not only the varsi ty teams but reserves. freshmen.
managers, and cheer leaders as well. l

The practice of granting awards has been criticised

chiefly because of the fact that the award systems do not

include achievements in other fields of endeavor. Curtis

1 Jesse F. Williams and William L. Hughes. Athletics
in Education (Philadelphia: W. B. Sanders and Company.
1930), p. 264.
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says, r'To all appearanc es it vlould s el3m ~ha'l; the schools

are interested only in athletics. They do not grant the

school letter for excellence in Latin, lIlathematics, or

debating.,,2

There is at the present time a growing tendency to

grant some CJ.warcls for achievement in the extra-curricular

activities. McKown informs us:

Originally the varsity letter was awarded only for
participation in interscholastic athletics but later
in various modifications, it was given for work in
connection with other activitios of the school, in
terrnurals, debate, forensics, music, publications,
and dramatics, ancl still lllore recently for general
school citizenship.3

Johnaton4 says that the activities v'ihich lead in

the non-athletic field are those in v/11iob t11<3re is inter-

scholastic competi tion.

Smiley de f'enu.s t his trend 'with the folloWing COHm en t:

\lith the growing recognition that it is possible
to win honor and glory for the school and for the
individual, in non-athletic fielQs as well as in
athletic fields, and that these other activities,
furthermore, may as well be used as nucleuses
around which to build school spirit or school

2 H. S. Curtis, 'frrhe Athletic Lette:c, If ~he ;3cllo01
illxecutive, 50:325, IJIarch, 1931-

3 H. C. IiIcKown, Extra-Curricular Actj.vi ties (New
York: Macmillan Company, 1937). p. 669.

4 E. G. Johnston, Point S;istems and .Iiwards (NeVI
York: A. S. Barnes and Company. 1930), P:-143.
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morale, the demand has naturally arisen that com
mendable achievement in each of these other fields
should be raised to its rightful place, on a par
with achievement in athletics, and that there
should be a system of non-athletic letter awards
as well as athletic. 5

II. THE NON-ATHLJLTIC Lb'T-]~ER

Table XXVIII shows the distribution of schools which

have actiVity letter awards. The survey revealed that 128

of the 245 schools reporting used this type of award. This

represents 52.24 per cent of the schools.

Activities for which the non-athletic awards are

~. A study of Table JO~IX shows that there was a total

of twenty-seven activities in which the non-athletic award

may be earned in the 128 schools participating in this

part of the survey. The most popular actiVity was that

of "band,t. 'rher ewer e fifty-five sohools which gave awards

for aotivi ty in the school "band". Illinois, Michigan,

and Ohio each reported thirteen, and Nisconsin was low

with Dut seven schoolS.

The second actiVity in popularity was that of music

which was represented by twenty-nine schools. Participation

5 J. 'r. Smiley, 'fLetter Awards, Athletic and Non
Athletio,lt ~ School Executive, 51:129, November, 1931.



TABLE XXVIII

SCHOOLS WITH NON-!THLETIC ACTIVITY
LET (rER AWARD
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GROUPS STATES
1 to 101 251 601 Ind. Ill. Wi s. Mich. Ohio Ta-
100 250 600 up tal

Number of schools
reporting • • • • • 34 66 68 77 64 42 48 48 43 245

Number having aotiv-
ity letter award • 15 30 40 43 20 26 27 28 27 128

Number not having
letter awards • • • 16 32 22 32 35 16 19 19 13 102

No answer • • • • • • 3 4 6 2 9 2 1 3 15



TABLE XXIX

AC11'IVITIES li'ORlfI-nCH NON-NrHLETIC
AWARDS ARE GIVEN

GROUPS ST.ATES
AC'.rIVITY 1 to 101 251 601 Ind. Ill. Hi s. Mich. Ohio To-

100 250 600 up tal

Band • • • • • • • 2 13 18 22 9 13 7 13 13 55

Music • • • • • • • 2 12 6 9 5 8 3 2 11 29

Debate • • • • • • 3 3 8 11 6 1 8 6 4 25

Forensic • • • • • 6 1 5 7 1 18 19

Cheer leader • • • 3 4 6 3 4 3 6 3 16

Girls A. A. • • • • 1 5 1 9 4 3 2 3 4 16

Scholastic
contests • • • • 2 4 1 2 4 5 9

Student manager • • 3 3 3 2 7 9

Citizenship • • • • 3 2 1 1 5 6

Dramatics • • • • • 1 1 3 2 1 1 1 5

Oratory • • • • • • 1 2 2 1 3 1 5

Scholarship • • • • 1 2 3 3

Rifle team • • • • 1 1 1 1 2 3

Journalism • • • · 1 1 1 2 1 3

Glee club • • • • • 1 2 1 2 3

Literary • • • • • 1 1 2 2

Honor roll • 1 1 1 1 2
• • •
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TABLE XXIX (continued)

AC'fIVITIES :b'OR WHICH NON-ATHLETIC
AWARJ)S ARE GIVEN

GROUPS STATES
AC'rIVITY 1 to 101 251 601 Ind. Ill. Wis. Mich. Ohio To-

100 250 600 up tal

Agriculture
ju·iging • • • • • 1 1 2 2

Future farmers • • 1 1 1

Representative
activities • • • 1 1 1

Orchestra • • • • • 1 1 1

Intramural • • • • 1 1 1

Extra-curricular • 1 1 1

Art • • • • • • • • 1 1 1

School paper • • • 1 1 1

Student council • • 1 1 1

Safety • • • • • • 1 1 1

No answer • • • • •

Total • • • • •• 27 60 59 75 33 46 51 48 43 221
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in debate was listed as third with a report of twenty-five

schools.

The next frequency group of activities included

forensics, cheer leader, and the girls· A. A. with nineteen,

sixteen, and sixteen, respectively. Nine schools gave awards

in all scholastic activities of interschool competition and

nine schools reported awards for student managers.

Awards other than for competition were listed as

follows: citizenship, five schools; scholarship, three

schools; honor roll, two schools; and safety. one school.

The spread of the use of non-athletic activities

for awards is li st ed in Tabl e :CCX. It shows that forty

nine of the schools having this type offer the award in but

one activity. Forty-four schools used two activities,

twenty schools used three activities, and six used four

activities.

Distinction between !hQ ~letic and non-athletic

award. Johnston,6 after making a study of the activity

award. reported that he believed the traditional athletic

letter had a meaning which seemed qui te desirable to con

serve. He thought that the athletic letter should not be

confused with nor replaced by the activity letter.

6 Johnston, £E. cit., p. 143.
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TABLE XJa:

NUMBER OF ACTIVITIES FOR NON-ATHLETIC LETTER

GROUl?S STATES
NUMBER 1 to 101 251 601 Ind. Ill. Vh s~ Mi ell. Ohio 1'0-

100 250 600 up tal

One aotivity • • • 6 11 20 12 10 8 9 11 11 49

Two aotivities • • 4 10 14 16 2 8 14 9 11 44

Three activities • 3 7 1 9 5 6 2 5 2 20

Four activities • • 1 2 2 1 1 1 2 1 1 6

No answer • • • • • 1 3 5 2 3 2 2 9

Total schools •• 15 30 40 43 20 26 27 2 8 27 128
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The distribution of the types of methods used by the

schools in this survey to distinguish the activity letter

from the athletic 1 at tar is shown in 'fable XiCXr. 1!'ourteen

Separa te methods were used for rooking this distinction.

The most popular method was th&t of making the

activity award a different type of letter. As was reveal

ed by Table X. page 31. almost every school used some form

of the block letter for the athletic a'ward. The prolflinent

types of letters used for the activity award were Old

English. Script. and Egyptian. A nwnber of schools indicat

ed a special design of the letter. often involving the

activity concerned. Forty-nine schools ffiITployed a sep&rate

type letter as a method of distinction. ~his included ap

proximately 38 per cent of the schools reporting activity

letters and represented all the states and each of the en

rollment groups.

The second method was reported by seventeen schools.

The distinction was made in this group b;'JT inserting With-

in the letter a small letter representative of the activity.

Ten schools inserted the 1 et tar wi thin the lyre to designate

the school music or band award. Seven schools made no

distinction between the athletic and non-athletic letter.

The remaining methods involved various combinations

of sizes. types. colors. and inserts. There were three
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TABLE XXXI

METHODS TO DISTINGUISH 1RE ACfIVI~Y FROM
THE ATHLET I C AWARD

- .
GROLT.PS STATES

METHOD 1 to 101 251 60i Ind. Ill. Wis. Mich.-Ohio '£0_
100 250 600 up tal---

Type of 1 etter • · • 4 10 16 19 9 13 11 7 9 49

Insert within
tha 1 atter • • • • 2 6 5 4 3 3 1 5 5 17

Typa and
si za 0 f let tar • • 5 1 3 1 8 2 10

Letter insert on
lyra • • • • • • • 4 2 2 3 3 2 8

Nona • • • • • • • · 2 2 2 1 3 1 2 1 7

Typ a 1 et ter
and lyra insert • • 4 2 2 2 2 6

Yes • • • • • • • • • 1 2 2 3 2 5

Size of letter • · • 3 1 2 1 1 4

Type of award • • • • 2 1 1 1 1 3

Color of letter • • • 1 2 2 1 3

Type of
let tar and. insert • 3 1 1 1 3

Emblem • • • • • • • 1 1 2 2

Size of
letter and insert • 1 1 1

FaIt • • • • • • • • 1 1 1

No answer • • • • • • 4 2 3 1 4 2 2 9

Total schools • •• 15 30 40 43 20 26 27 28 27 128
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schools which reported a distinction in the type of award,

indicating that the letter ~ms not given for activity

participation but an award was given in the form of a pin,

medal, button. etc.



CHA:PTER V

:PRESENTATION OF THE AWARDS

Time o£ ~a presentation. The psychologically

appropriate time and method of making the award is a dis

puted problem. It has been advocated by some that the

time and manner has more stimulation and satisfaction than

the award itself.

Table X1~II shows that the time of presentation of

the awards naturally divides into three specific tiDes of

the school calendar. There were 178, or 72,7 per cent, of

the schools which gave their awards at the end of each of

the various sport seasons. Indiana led this group with

fifty-one schools. Wisconsin reported twenty-six schools

while Michigan, Ohio, and Illinois reported thirty-four,

thirty-four, and thirty-three. respectively. fhe enroll

ment groups increased with the enrollment, with reports of

twenty, forty-one, £ifty-one, and sixty-six.

The second group was represented by thirty-eight

schools. or 11.4 per cent. These gave their awards near

the close of the school year, thus having but the one pre

sentation and all awards being given at this tU1e. ~hirteen

schools made the awards at the end of each semester. Ten

reported no definite time.
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TABLE XXXII

TIME OF PRESENTATION OF AWARTIS

GROUPS STNrES
TIME 1 to 101 251 601 Ind. Ill. '.lis. Mich. Ohio To-

100 250 600 up tal

End of the season • • 20 41 51 66 51 33 26 34 34 178

Near close of school. 10 19 8 1 4 5 15 10 4 38

End of semester • • • 1 5 7 5 3 2 3 13

Indefini te • • • • • 2 5 1 2 3 1 2 4 10

No answer • • • • • • 2 3 1 1 3 1 1 6

Total • • • • • • • 34 66 68 77 64 42 48 48 43 245
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Occasions for award presentation. The classifica-

tion of the occasions where awards are presented was not as

easy a task as that for classification according to the time

of presentation. As indicated by Table J~III, there were

nineteen occasions from which the awards were made in the

various schools. The most popular one was a special as

sembly. Seventy schools. or 28.5 per cent, used this

practice. Furthermore, it was leading in each of the en-

rollment groups and in all except two of the states. In

Wisconsin this with three others tied for first rating,

while in Ohio it was third.

The athletic banquet was the second most popular.

This was represented by forty-five, or 18.3 per cent, of

the schools. It held its respective place in all of the

enrollment groups but found quite a variation of ranking

among the states. This plan was first in Ohio and second

in Michigan and Illinois. while in Indiana it was listed

as the fourth practice in use.

The regularly scheduled general assembly was chosen

by thirty-five of the schools represented in this study.

This method found third place in the final distribution of

schools. The school honor day was in use in twenty-six of

the schools and found fourth place in the standing.

I,--------------



94
TABLE XXXIII

OCCASIONS FOR PRESENTATION OF ANARDS

=
GROUPS STATES

OCCASION 1 to 101 2'51 601 Ind. Ill. Wis. Mich. Ohio To-
100 250 600 up tal

Special assembly • • 11 18 22 19 24 14 9 18 5 70
Banquet • • • • • • • 6 10 13 16 5 9 9 9 13 45
General assembly • • 6 7 8 14 11 6 9 6 3 35
Honor day · • • • • • 6 10 5 5 5 5 9 3 4 26
Special assembly-

banquet • • • • • • 3 4 8 2 3 2 8 15
Informally • • • • • 2 2 5 5 7 2 5 14
Special assembly-

3honor day • • • • · 3 2 3 2 1 1 1 8
General assembly-

1 2banquet • • • • • • 4 1 1 1 2 2 7
Commencement • • • • 1 2 2 1 1 2 1 5
Class day • • • • • • 2 1 3 3

Banquet-honor day • • 2 1 2 1 3

Special assembl~
2 2 2banquet-honor y. •

General assembla-banquet-honor aYe • 1 1 1 1 3

General assembly-
1honor day ••• • • 1 1

General assembly-
1 1 1commencement • • •

Special assembly-
honor day-

1 1 1commencement • • •
Special assembly-

1 1 1commenc em ant • • •
Alumni home • • • • • 1 1 1
Honor day-informally. 1 1 1
No answer • • • 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 4• • •

Total • • • • • 34 66 68 77 64 42 48 48 43 ~:45• •
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There were fourteen schools which indicated that

they did not make special recognition in giving the awards

but merely issued them in an informal Dlanner from the office.

The commencement exercises were used for this purpose in

five schools and the special class-day by three schools.

One reported that the awards were given between halves of

the annually scheduled alumni game.

The remaining occasions consisted of different com

binations of two or more of the above individual practices.
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CHAPTER VI

SUNlliffiRY AND CONCLUSIONS

For clarity and convenience this chapter has been

divided into four parts. These deal with a summary of the

findings, criteria of an award system, recommendations, and

an outlined resumd of the practicas concerning athletic

awards as disclosed by this study.

I. SUMMARY OF IRE FIN~DnJGS

1. The athletic constitution was used in less than

one-fifth of the schools.

2. Approximately 50 per cent of the schools did not

have the requirements for earning athletic awards in

writing.

3. The athletic board was not found to be popular.

It was in use in about 37 per cent of the schools, but even

then, chiefly as a body for consultation and supervision.

4. The organization of the athletic board was a

local concern and must be adapted to the needs of the local

community. A total of forty-one individuals was found re

presented in the personnel of the board.

5. The principal and coach were most responsible

for determining the athletic award. These two decided in



47 per cent of the cases while the coach alone wes a re

presentative in more than 90 per cent.

6. Practically every high school participated in

basket ball as an interscholastic sport.

7. Football was not used extensively as an inter

scholastic sport in the schools with lower enrollments.

8. Almost every school which participated in basket

ball and football gave awards in these sports.

9. fhe school letter was the dominant type of award

given.

10. The school letters varied greatly both as to size

and as to the method of distinction of the various sports.

11. fhe eight-, seven-, and six-inch letter sizes

were the most popular.

12. Approximately two-thirds of the schools used

some form of distinguishing the sport by the let Car.

13. fhe material for letters was highly standardized;

97 per cent of the schools used the chenille lettor.

14. Some form of the block letter was the dominating

type used.

15. The specific service qualifications for awards

varied greatly among the high schools. There was found to

be eighty-two bases for selection in basket ball alone,

fifty-five in football, thirty-six in baseball, and thirty

two in track.

97
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16. There proved to be no single method of ~ualifica

tion which was outstanding in any state or enrollment group.

17. The most popular method in use for determining

letters was some form of a small unit of time measure. such

as the quarter or inning.

18. A method which showed evidence of gaining in

popularity was that of the r'point system". This was for

athletics rather than for sports and represented an ac

cumulation of points earned in the various sport aotivities.

19. The general tendency for track was to require a

certain nwnber of points earned in specific type meets.

20. Three-fourths of the schools did not make a

special deviation from the standard form for the pitcher

or catcher in baseball.

21. About one-half of the schools had special

leniencies for seniors Who failed to qualify for their

award by the regular method. The types of lenience are

no more uniform. however. than those for the letter re

quirements.

22. Only 40 per cent of the schools make special

provisions in case of injury or sickness.

23. The sweater as an award was confined to Iniiana

and was used ohiefly as a senior award. although a few

schools gave it at other times •

•l _
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24. Approximately two-thirds of the schools did

not make a special recognition of the office of captain.

25. The addition of a star to the sleeve of the

sweater or to the letter was the most used method of rB-

warding the captain for his services.

26. The school letter was also used for non-athletic

activities in about one-half of the schools.

27. Band and music combinations constitute the most

used activity for this award.

28. Most of the schools make a distinction between

the athletic and the non-athletic letter.

29. The general practice was to grant the award at

the end of the term in which it was won.

30. Most of the schools presented their awards at

either a special or general assembly. The banquet and

honor day were also popular.

II. CRITERIA OF AN AWARD SYSTEM

It is the conviction of the v~iter that before an

attempt is made toward setting up any system of awards.

some definite conclusions should be reached concerning the

following points:

1. The relationship of the athletic letter to awards

for other school actiVities.

J _
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2. The status of the award both before and after

awarding. (Provision for control of the privilege of Wear

ing and any method of withholding or withdrawing the award

should be given consideration)

3. The activities for which awards are to be given.

(Any definite service to the school is worthy of consideration)

4. The relative value of the award to life's achieve

ment. (The desirable objectives to be obtained and the

educational values to the individual are important)

5. The degree of correlation between the specified

qualifications and the limits of those who attelnpt to meet

them. (The qualifications for the award should be worthy

of attainment, yet within reach of many)

6. The amount of consideration to be given the winner.

(The award should not hinge upon winning although special

distinction is due the winner)

7. The significance of the award. (It should not

stress starring nor should it be for mere participation

but should be representative of some achievement)

III. RECO~mME~TIONS

From the standpoint of administration, the writer

recommends that the following action be taken in the formu

lation of an award system:
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1. Provide for preservation of the system by includ-

ing the requirements in a constitution, handbook, or in some

wr it ten form.

2. Make provision for changing of requirements, an

nouncements to be made prior to the beginning of any partic-

ular season.

3. Establish responsibility for determining and

controlling the awards.

4. Have a definite tliae, occasion, and method of pre-

senting awards. Be prompt to announce the winner. Make

the conferring of awards an impressive ceremony.

5. flefine the unit of measure to be used in de-

termination of the award.

6. Provide for deviation from the standard form, if

any.

7. Establish the standards for giving awards in keep-

ing with the state or oonference adopted regulations.

I

IV. A RESm~ OF THE PRACTICES

The following resumb of the present practices, as

found in this study, is offered as suggestive information

to guide in the formulation of an award system.

A. Th e awards.

1. Award the same type and size of letter for
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each and every sport. (This was the most

common practice)

2. Award the same type and size of letter but

insert a proper sport deSign or letter for

distinction.

3. Award the same type letter but change the

size for the various sports.

4. Award the same size letter but change the

type.

5. Award the same type and size but change the

color scheme.

6. Award an athletic letter on the basis of

points earned in the various branches of

sport activity.

B. Supervision and control.

1. Athletic board.

2. Coach or athletic director.

3. Principal and coach.

C. Requirements for lettering.

1. Participation in a fractional part of a

time unit such as the quarter or inning.

2. Participation in a specific number of

time units.

3. Partioipation in a specified number of

games.
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4. Accumulation of a definite nmnber of points

totaled from credits earned in the various

sports.

5. Recommendation by the coach.

6. Earning of a required number of points in

specific type meets for track.

D. Special considerations.

1. Deviation from standard form in case of

injury or sickness.

2. Lenience in case of seniors not able to

complete the set requirements.

E. Special athletic awards.

1. Senior award--gold ball, me1al, special

letter, sweater in Indiana.

2. Captain award--gold star, special stripe,

"Cit insert.

3. Championship awards--individual gold balls

or medals.

4. Special achievements and honors--subjective

type--trophy, plaque, or medal.

F. Presentation of awards.

1. Time.

a. End of sport season.

b. End of semester in which won.

11 ---------
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c. Near end of the school year.

2. Occasions.

a. General or special assombly.

b. Athletic banquet.

c. School honor or achievement

day.

I1'--------------
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Dear Superintendent, Principal, or Conch:

For several years as a high-school coach I have

been confronted with the per~lexities of the problem of

requirements for earning athletic mvards. School adminis-

trators and coaches, when approached, seem to express a

variety of methods and opinions. With this exrerience as

a background, I have decided to make a survey of the rules

and regulations that are in use in high ~chools governing

the earning of athletic awards. This is an extensive study

that will cover five north-central states.

I am seeking your !lssistance in securing the

data for this survey. Will you, or the proper authority, .

fill out the inclosed qUGstionnaire and roturn it at

your earliest convenience? j~ digest of the survey, when

completed, will be mailod to you if you will indicate such

interest on the back of the questionnaire.

I sincerely thank you for your cooperation.

Ros,octfully yours,

Noel E.'Davis,Coach
Boswell, Indiana

~ J • j' , ,}) );}, " } ,} ) }

" i)') ,

'.,' ~,' -' ',-: ~')
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Enrollment .... .... , . _

in high schools. Your cooperation

lJNilN1S'1IU.nON OF AWARDS

es your school have an Athletic Bcard'! No. of members _
's! the personel of your board: (List positions held)

! ., b._. __ . , e.. __ . , d, __

Does your school have a written Athletic ConstitutiCll? __ , , _. _

I>Jes the constitution cover the earning of aw.u·ds? __ , , _, _ ___

if not, or if no constitution, does your school hav,e the regulations

: f d' 't' 'IIthe earning a awal' S ill wl'1mg. __ .. . .

!'he giving of awards is determined by: board, __ , principaL ,

:oaeh.... , principal m1<l coach_ ... , other (sbte specifically) ,

.~. ------- - - -,
f. , g.- , h .. __

3: State the requirements to be met f~~- ~~~;~:~' ~-:; -O-'~~'l'd -~- b';seball

(i. e., numb=r of innings, number of games, percent of games, num-

ber of times at bat, member of squad, etc.) __ . . _

--------- ---------------- ------._------- ---------------_._- ----- .. - .

'Vhat provision do you have for the pitchcr or catcher? , _" _

----------- - - ~ - - -- -- - - - - ------------- ---------
4. State the reciuirements to be met for eaming- ~!~.~~~l:d'~~-~;;~k
(i. c., number of points, number of placeme;,ts, participation in stale

meet, etc.) . , . __ . .. _

---------------------- ------------- -------- .. _-----------------
5. S~;lfe the requirements to be met for earning an award in other

SP'-ll'!S . .. .. .. __ .. _

-GENERAL REGULATIONS GOVERNING A WARDS

Ch2ck the interscholastic sports in which your school part.icipates:

ikel ball , footbaIL , basebaIL , track List all others

Check this interscholastic sp()r~s in which you give awards:

Iket baIL , footbalL , baseball. , traek __ ... List ~Jl ote.ers

Do you have a special clause 01' regulation to govern the adjust-

ht of award requirements in case of inj ury or sickness? _

!'he justification of such is established by: doctor , coach.. __ ,

~cipal. , principal and eoach , board , boy , paren!. ,

er (state) .. __ . , _. _. . _

A.re seniurs given awards although the specific requirements for

:h are not complete'! _.. . If so, under what conditions are they

'en? _

c-TYPE OF AWARDS

Do you give a "letter" award? . If so, give size ,

,Ie (i. e., block, Old English, etc.) , and material (i. e.,

~ c!·.~nille, etc.) .. _

If a leiter is not used, describe your award _

l'he "letter" awards for the difIen~nt sports are distinguished by:

~e_ -", size of letter , type of letter , color of letter ,

~rt of a significant letter , insel't of insignia , a different a-

Id (explain) -" -- .. -- - - -- -- .. - -- .. -- - - -, other (state specifically)

!-.. "" -- .. -- .. -- - - _. - -- -- - -- -- - - _.. -- . - -- - - -- -- -- -- _. - - -- -- - -- - -

-SERVICE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE AWARD

here possible give answer in exact amounts, i. e., No. games 12, etc.)

~
~ta~e the requir;:ments to be met for earning an award in foot

h. e., number of quarters, percent of games, number of minutes,

bi!r of squad, number of conference quarters, etc.) __ . _. _

t
'-·--..--"..-... ------ -- ------------.------------ -- -- -- -- ------ '. --
tate the requirements to be met for earning an award in basket
(i. e., number of quarters, percent of games, nWllber of minutes,

her of tourney squad, etc.) .. . ...... _

-------------------- -------------------- - --- - - -- - - - - - -- - - - - -- ~ - . - -
G. Do you base your award3 upon a point system instead of a system

uS above? - - - - . If so, how many point9 are needed for an award?

- - - - - - - -. Are tr.e points accumu!ative in each sport? __ .. In all

sports? - - - - . From year to ye...·? . __ . _. (A detailed explain-

alion on the hack would be very helpful or, better, enclose a copy
(.f \'our point system.)

V-OTHER AWARDS

1. Do yoa give a swe"ter award'! . __ If not, do you give a sim-

ilarly pri'ed award, such as a gold ball, trophy, jacket, etc.? .... _

List specifically . _. .. . . . . . _. . _. _.

Give the specific requirements for earning the above award. . _. _

2. Do you make an award for captaincy? If so, state type .. _.

Is the award determined by stuchnt body?. _. __ Appointment by

coach?_. Election of award men? Election of squad? __

Other? (state) .... .. __ .. ._ .. _

3. Is the "letter" award given for non-athletic achievement in your

school? __ __ __ If so, list the activities for which it is received . _

Do you distinguish between the athletic and non-athletic "letter"

award? __ . Explain specifically

If the "letler" award is not given, explain the type used . __ -._

"I-PRESENTATION OF AWARDS

1. When are your awards made? End of season? . _ End of se-

mcster? _. _. __ Close of school? . No definite time?. __ . _ Other?

(explain)

2. Where are the awards presented? Special assembly? . _ Gen-

eral assembly? __ . _. _ Banquet? _. School honor day?. _.. - Com-

mencement? __ .. __ Informally from office? .. _ Other? (state) - ---

Questionnaire was filled by Supt.. , PrincipaL -- - --, Coach_ .. -...
se the back of the sheet for fw·ther comments and questions. If convenient, an enclosed copy of your written regulations, or the

'on governing awards from your constitution or handbook would be quite helpful and sincerely appreciated.
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