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CHAPTER T
THE PROBLEM AND DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED

One of the aims of our educational program is to
provide an efficient and useful curriculum that can be
adjusted to the needs of each individual. A meed for this

1s shown by the alarming number of students that drop out of

H

school each year. If we are %o keep these students in school

we must be able to provide for the needs they have in their

- present school life.

I. THE PROBLEM

Statement of the problem. The purpose of this study

wag to determlne how well the Montegzuma High School has met
the needs of its graduates. Recommendations for currioulum

changes and revisions are to be made.

'Three questlons are presented which the author will
ettempt to answer. (1) What are the occupations and present

looations of the graduates° (2) What formal tralnlng and

experlences recelved in school have been helpful in the post—

kschool 11fe of the graduates° (3) What other formal train-

ﬁlng and experlences should be offered in the sohool program

whlch were -not avallable to these graduates?

The method of study._'me method of study was the

‘normatlve survey.




. . .12.
There were 424 graduates of the Montezuma High School
from-the year 1930 through 1949. Two hundred ninety-one of
these graduates were looated by use of the graduate files
and\various other meaﬁs. A quéstionnaire, accompanied by a
letter and a so;f addressed stamped envelope, wag sént to .
each of these graduates, Qne hdndfed fifty-three questionf .

naires were returned for 53 per cent of the total number con-

tacted and 36 per cent of the totel number of graduates.

This questionnaire and the lettér which accompanied it may

be seen in the appendix.

The importance of the study. It is hoped that this

study may aid in the formulation of the Mohtezuma High School
curriculum and guidance program. In order to come nearer to
fulfllllng the obaectives of the school, 1t is the opinion of
the author that a follow—up study will glve some information

as to the needs of the students of the school,

II. DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED

Graduate. A graduate 1s con81dered to be any indivi-

'«dual who has completed four years of secondary school, as-

,recognlzed in the flles of the offlce of the Parke County

'superintendent of schools. N ,'

;High~sch001.i:A]highmschoolviSWto be.considered a

sChool consiSting of. four years work, grades nine through




twelve,

Formal training. Formal trainlng is any training a

student receives in a sohool ¢classroom,

Extra-curricular activities. Those activities that
are not a part of the basic curricﬁlum, such .as sports,
clubs, the school paper, ete., are to be considered the

extra-curricular activities of the school.

1

Curriculum, Those school subgeots offered by the

school as organlzed bodies of subject matter plus all the‘
act1v1t1es 1nvolved in the sohool are to be interpreted as

the currlculum.

School subject. Any one of the organized bodies of

subject matter for instruction is a school subject; for

example, history, typing, English and mathematics are school

subjects.
III. ZLIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY

There are several limitations to any study of this

sort. The questionnaire as a device for obtaining data is

‘ the most signiflcant llmltation. The readers should remem-

ber that the answers to the questlonnalres are soméetimes apt

to,be biased or hastlly made, since they are oplnions of the

graduétes.';Thus,,the reliability and validity of a question-
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naire study could be challenged. The number éf graduates
- contacted and the percentage of returns is a limitation.
A third limitation is ﬁhe féct thatvmany of the questionnaires
weré not completed. There were several limitations to the
individual tables which the author has pointed out in the

text..

IV, ORGANIZATION OF THE EEMAINDER OF THE STUDY

- The study is divided into four chapters. So that'the
- reader may make comparisons with this study, Chapter II deals
with related studies that have been written in the past few
years. The data is presented in written and tabular form in
Chapter III. A summary, with conclusions and recommendations,

.is ‘included in the last chapter.




'CHAPTER II

REVIEW OF RELATED STUDIES

A growing need,for follow-up studies has been indi-
cated in the past few years. Educators are interested in
the post-school life of the studené as well as the progress
of the student iﬁ the school. There have been many similar
studies compiledvin the past few years, but only those
studies most closely related to this one will be reviewea.

In 1929, sSilas A. Smith made a study to determine the

“values of the various subjects in the high school curriculum.rt
English literature and‘English,composition Were those school
subjects that were rated of highest value. Mathematics,
home economics, and public speaking were of general value."

A study of the graduates of the La Porte COunty,‘
indiaha, high schools relative to educatibnal needslwas made
by Lynn Cleopas Fisher in 1933.% English, music, art,
SGienoe; and social science were reported as valuable school

subjects for character bullding. Domestic soience,,art, and

1 Sllas A, Smlth '"A Study to’ Determlne the Values )
 of the Various Subjects Included in the High School Curric-
ulum,"i(unpubllshed Mastef's thesis, Indiana State Teachers

College, Terre Haute, Indiana, 1929).

, 1 2 Lynn Cleopas Fisher, A Study of “the La ‘Porte:
County High School. Graduates Relative to their Educational
Needs," (unpublished Master's thesis, Indiana State Teachers
.College, Terre Haute, Indlana, 1933) ‘ ceriaag tio
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music were reported as most valuable in perfecting the home.

¥

Best for vocational efficiency were subjects such as English,
general mathematics, aud bookkeeping.

The most helpfui extra-curricular activities were
class plays, assemblies, athletics, opening exercises,
oratoricals, debating, and student uouucil.

Fay Ward LittleB,

in reporting the results of the
survey of a Mecklenburg County, North Carolina, rural school,
Tound that 83.5 per cent of the graduates of the Years 1527
and 1928 were married.

In the order listed, the most helpful school subjects
were: (1) English; (2) mathematics; (3) social science; and

(4) general science,

The follow-up program of the Spearfish, South Dakota,

‘High School 1in 1945 feported these findings on the basis of

the opinions of 250 graduates.b

1. High school work was t00 easy-~they ne#er,learned
to: study.

2. A better English program that would teach studengs
to write, spell, read, and talk was needed.

}

‘3.‘ The need for more and better science and mathema-

tics instruction was indicated.

Board Journal, 110 26, March, 1945.

3

Fay Ward thtle np Socio-Economlc Curriculum

_Study," School Rev1ew, 51 u85 91 October, 1943

4

T. Howard Kramer, "Now They Lnow " American School
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4. Extra-curricular aotiﬁities were very helpful in
post-school life. Listed most frequently were speech activ-
ities, dramatics, joﬁrné;ism, and sports.‘
William TFox madé a folldw-up study of the graduates
of £ne Indiana State Teachers College Laboratory High School

in 1949 relative to curriculum qeeds.5 Several conclusions

of this study are listed as follows:

1. The occupafions of the graduates were many ang
varied, but the majority were 1listed as students and houée-
wives.

2. Three-fourths of the graduates stayed in Indiana,
while the rest reported from all over the wdrld. Most of
those who stayed in Indiana remained in Terre Haute.

3. English seemed to be the graduates' choice as the
most helpful‘sohool squect. This was followed by mathehatics,

home economics, science, and typing.

k. The extra-curricular activities named most help-

ful were Girl Reserve, athletics, school plays, music, and
Hi-Y.- | “
5. Graduates desired additional training in areas

,alreadyfofferedj;othersvfailedfto recognize the values of‘

'subjebts«taken While‘inwschool.

Vo
N A

et 5 Wllllam D. Fox, "A, Follow-up Study of the Indlana
State Teachers College ‘Taboratory School' from 1935= 1948,
(unpubllshed Master's thesis,. Indiang, tatekTeaohers College,
Terre Haute,kIndlana, 1949). o ' .




CHAPTER ITI
PRESENTATION OF THE DATA

For the purpose of preéenting the data of this study
'=Vand helping the reader to understand the relationships be~
tween this and other studies, the fesults of the questionnaire
were broken down into sections dealing with the various iﬁdi—

vvidual questions of related sections.
I. PRESENT AGES AND DATES OF GRADUATION

There.were L24 graduates of the Montezuma High Schobl

‘during the twenty year period'from 1930 through 1949. Ad-

dresses were obtained for 291 of these graduates. A question-
naire accompanied by a letter was sent to each graduate,
A copy of this letter and Questionnaire may be found in.fhe
appendix. |

One hundred fifty-three questionnaires were returned,
Thié is-én average return of 53 per cent for those contacted
and 36 per cent of the total number of graduates. )
Table’I, bage 9, shows the number of graduates, the
number bontaoted, the number of retﬁrns, and the percentaée
’of‘réturns for each graduating class.

The ages’of theﬁgraduates varied ffom eighteen to
thifty—eight years. This shows an age .span of tWenty—one

years, which is in line with the twenty year span of the




TABLE I
DATE OF GRADUATION

Per cent of

Year of Number Number Number questionnaires
graduation in class contacted returned returned
1949 17 17 14 g%
1948 18 17 - 15 g8
1947 12 12 6 50
1946 19 19 11 58
1945 15 13 5 38
1944 _7 18 8 bl
1943 21 12 - 8 75
- 1942 17 13 7 54
1941 35 23 14 61
1940 15 12 L 33
1939 37 21 6 30
1938 24 17 8 L7
1937 26 20 9 45
1936 12 8 6 75
1935 22 14 L 29
1934 2L 16 11 69
1933 21 13 5 38
1932 25 12 5 L2
1931 15 5 3 " 60
1930 22 9 L Ll
Totals - L2L 291 153 53

“*Percentages are reported Lo bthe nearest one per cent.




~Indiana; this is a percentage of eighty-five. This figure

10

survey. The median age is twenty-seven years., This indi-
cates that the average graduate reporting has<been graduated
from high school for ten years. The number of graduates re-

porting for each age group may be seen in Table II, page 11.
IT. MARTITAL STATUS OF-THE GRADUATES

One hundredieight or 71 per cent of the graduates
reporting were married. Forty-five or 29 per cent were
single. No provisions were made in the questionnaire for~
the divorced.

In the ten year period between 1930 and 1940, only

five graduates reported as beihgvsingle. Within five years

~of graduation, 60 per cent of the graduates were reported

married. This indicates a need for marital preparation in
the school. | "
' Table III, page 12, shows the number single, married,

and the per cent married for each graduating class,
III. PRESENT ADDRESSES OF‘THE GRADUATES

One of the purposes of this study was to determine the

-geographical locations of the gradvates. Table IV, page 13,

shows the present addrésses of the'graduates according to

states.

One hundred thirty reported that they were living in




TABLE II
PRESENT AGES OF THE GRADUATES

Number
reporting

Age

18
19
20
21
22
23
2l
25
26
_7
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38

e
OV -3\

|

=
FlrouvTui i3 OO OOV uw O N0 N0

Totals
Median




MARITAL STATUS OF THE GRADUATES

TABLE IIT

Year of Per cent
graduation Single Married married
1949 12 2 14%
1948 10 5 33
1947 2 L 67
1946 “5 6 55
1945 2 3 60
1944 1 7 88
1943 2 6 75
1942 3 L 57
1941 2 12 86
1940 1 3 75
1939 0 6 100
1938 1 7 88
1937 0 9 100
1936 1 5 8l
1935 3 1 25
1934 0 11 100
1933 0 5 100
1932 0 5 100
1931 0 3 100
1930 0 L 100

Totals . L5 108 71

swPercentages are reported to the nearest one per cent.




CTABLE IV
PRESENT ADDRESS BY STATES

Number ‘
State reporting Per cent

Indiana
Illinois
Chio
Kentucky
Michigan
Missouri
California
Florida
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Virginia

=
W
(@]

N0 W0
o
HHHHHHHHM@&

|
|

Totals 153 101

*Percentages are reported Lo the
nearest one per cent.
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is high and may ﬁot be a true picture of the situation due
to the highly publicized campaign carried on by the author
to increase returns in ﬁhe local area. A check of the
author's address list shows approximately 70 per cent were
Indiana regsidents. The second highest number of returns
came from Illinois. ZEleven states %ere represented by the
graduates contacted.

Twenty-one cities and towns in Indiana were named by

the graduates as their present addresses. Montezuma led the

list with ninety—tWO graduates or 71 per cent. This shows a
“definite tendéhcy for the graduates to remain at home. Indi-
anapolis, with elght; Rockvilie,,with six; and Terre Haute
and Tangiér, each with three reports led all other cities

and towns. This data may be seen in Table V, page 15.
IV. OCCUPATIONS OF THE GRADUATES

Qccupations of the graduates represented many fields

of work. Forty occupations were listed in all. Table VI,

page 16, shows the occupations according to groups as clas-

sified in The Dictionary Of Occupational Titles And Codes{

| There are ten groups listed’by the graduates as their
00cupations. They are: professioﬁal, semi-professional,
 manageriai, service, cierical and sales, égrioultural,

skilled, semi-skilled, unskilled, and miscellaneous. House-

wivés, whioh:are clasgified with the service occupations,




- TABLE V

. CITIES AND TOWNS IN INDIANA
WHICH THE GRADUATES -REPORTED AS
PRESENT ADDRESSES

City or . Number Per
] town reporting cent
Montezuma 92 71%
; Indianapolis 8 6
| : Rockville 6 5
g Terre Haute 3 2
Tangier ‘ 3 -2
Bloomingdale 2 2
| - Perrysville 2 . 2
i - Others** 14 11
I Totals 130 101
|

" *Percentages are reported Lo Lhe near-
est one per cent.

**Fourteen other cities and towns were
listed by the graduates.




TABLE VI

OCCUPATIONS OF THE GRADUATES

Occupation ' Numb§r
: reporting

Per cent of
graduates
reporting

Professional
Teacher
Nurse

Total

\JF‘O\'

Seml-professional
Undertaker
Radio announcer
Medical technician
Total

uLﬂFJH

Managerial
Contractor
Store manager

Total

o

Service occupations
Beauty operator
Cosmotologist
Maid
Waitress:

Milk hauler
Housewives
Total

A5 ]
ﬁPHHHHH

Clerical and sales

Clerk .
Salesman
Telephone operator
Bookkeeper

. Doctor's assistant
Typist
Stenographer

=
O

- Comptometer operator: . -

IHmNNHNHH

N
AV




TABLE VI (continued)
OCCUPATIONS OF THE GRADUATES

Occupation

Number
reporting

Per cent of
graduates
reporting

. Total

VII >

o Total
VIII.

wTotal

IX.

.. Total

Agricultural
Farmer
Seed analyst
Groundskeeper

ELJFHO

Skilled
Mechanic
Operating engineer
Radio repairman
Watchmaker
Locomotive engineer

- Motion picture operator

Millwright

=
N e R

Semi-skilled
Machine oiler
Railroad brakeman
Gas utility repairman
‘Millhand

C‘!!—‘ MW O .

Un-skilled

Laborers

W

‘Miscellaneous

U. 8. Service
Unemployed
. 8tudents

ﬁH
ToNoOww

10

10

10

aiaer i e

153

101%

Totals .

*Percentages are reported tO Ghe nearest one per cent.




was the largest single grdup with fifty-four gradustes
reporting. Clerical and séles, with twenty-two; miscellan-
eous, with sixteen; semi-skilled, with fifteen; and skilled,
with fourteén are the occupational groups that follow the
service occupations,

The author established the miscellaneous group in
order to include the occupations that were not listed in the
~dictionary. )

The large number of graduétes representing the cler-
ical and sales group shows a need for commercial subjects,
whereas the number of housewives shows a need for home ecoﬁ—
omics and related subjects in(the curriculum. The heavy re-
ply in the skilled and semi-skilled groups could show a need
for more emphasis being placed in the industrial arts fleld.

A definite lack of unskilled labor 1s seen in the
table whlchylndlcates to some degree the success of the

Montezuma High School graduate in oocupational preparation.
V. EDUCATION OF THE GRADUATES

Thirty-four or 22 per cent of the graduates reporting
attended college for one or more years. Rleven of those re-

porting graduéted from a four year~college curriculum. This

data may be seen in Table VII,‘page 19,

- English, history, and mathematics were mentioned most




i
1
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0

TABLE VIL

COLLEGE EDUCATION OF THE GRADUATES

Amount Number Per
‘ reporting cent
1 year 14 L1¥*
2 years 7 21
3 years 2 &
L years 7 21
5 years 3 9
6 years 1 3
7 years 0 0
Totals 34 101

*The percentages are reported to the
nearest one per cent.
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often as high school majors of the graduates. These sub-
jects were followed by homeleoonomios, industrial arts, and
commerce. Fifteen subjects were reported as majors. Table
VIII, page 21, shows the high school majors, the number re-
porting each major subjeot and the per cent for each,.
Table IX, page 22, shows the majors of those graduates
attending college. Physical education was named most often,
Music, industrial artsngnglish, social studies, and mathe~
matics followed in that order. TWenty—six college majors

were mentioned by the graduates.

VI. SUBJECTS CONSIDERED HELPFUL

Another purpose of this study was to find what formal
training and experiences received in school were believed to
be helpful in the post -school 1life of the graduate. Table X,
page 23, shows the subjects considered most helpful by the
graduates,

~English, commerce, and mathematics were the subjects
named most often as helpful. A check was made by asking the“
graduates to indicate the subjects that were least helpfulﬂ

A careful study of Table X and T&ble XTI, page 24, will show

- some degree of reliablllty and valldlty in the answers. For
~example, seventy -four graduates or 23 per cent sald English

~wag the subJect considered to be most helpful, while only

five or 3 per:cent of the graduates listed this subject as




TABLE VIII

HIGH SCHOOL MAJORS OF THE GRADUATES

Number
Subject : reporting Per cent

English " 78
History 57
Mathematics 3L
Home economics 214
Industrial arts 22
Commerce 22
Science . 10
Music 3
Otherg** 10
No reply 27

Totals 287

~ *Percentages are reported toO the near-
est one per cent. . :
**Ten other high school majors were
listed. by the gradustes.




TABLE IX .

COLLEGE MAJORS OF THE- GRADUATES

Number
Major - reporting Per cent

*

Physical education
Music

Industrial arts
English

Social studies
Mathematics ,
Elementary teaching
Science

Home eoonomlcs
Nursing

Busilness
Bookkeeging
Others™**

No reply

|

- : .
FHFDDONDDNDDDWWOWWE X

™
N S 2 2P S o N No o N R o N

Totals = 51 101

" *Percentages are reported to the near-
est one per cent.

**Eleven other subjects were listed by
the graduates as college majors.




TABLE X
SUBJECTS CONSIDERED MOST HELPFUL

o Per cent of
Subject Number graduates
: reporting reporting

English
Speech
Writing

Total

Commerce
Typing
Bookkeeping
Shorthand

Total

Mathematics

Home economics

Social studies
Government
Economics

" Total.

Industrial arts

Science
Physics
Chenistry
Biology
Total

Latin

Music

Psychology

Others*

6

L

2

Health ; 1
‘ 1

1

2

 No reply

~Totels 323 100

.—_——

*Four other graduates listed subjects

"vras most helpful.




TABLE XI

SUBJECTS CONSIDERED LEAST HELPFUL

Number ‘
Subject reporting Per cent

Social studies L7 26%*
Latin 4 26 14
Science 22 12
Mathematics 19 11
Commerce 12

Industrial arts

English

Home economics

Art

Others**

No reply

- Totals 180 100

*Percentages are reported to the near-
est one per cent.

** Eight other subjects were listed by
the graduates.




least helpful.

Table XI lists social studies, Latin, science, and
mathematics as subjects considered least helpful.

The graduates wefe also asked to indicate the sub-
Jects that they would like to have taken. A need for short-
hand, bookkeeping, speech, and advaﬁced mathematics is shown
in Table XII, page 26. Of the first eight subjects listed in
this table, seven are commercial or related subjects. A
close examination will show a trend to six subject matter~
groups. They are, in order of their appearance in thetable,
commerce, industrial arts (including agriculture), lahguage,
sclence, home economics, and a more advanced English consis-
ting of composition, speech, and journalism.
Many additional‘comments and suggestions were made

on the back of the questionnaires. Most of these comments

‘were cbnfined;tc;oriticism of the curriculum offered when

the graduates wére in school. TFor example, one graduate said:

I have found ‘the need for shorthand and typing,
neither of which were given when I went to school. If -
I were to enter high school now, I would want a complete
business course, SO I could get ahead in an office.

Another: graduate also indicated the need for com~
mercial type subjects with the following:

I think that typlng and bookkeeping should he com-
‘pulsory subjects in high school. The reason for this
is ‘that these subjects would benefit more students by
- preparing them for a job. Had I taken bookkeeping,
I would have had a much better job with more pay. I
have had ‘several chances. for better JObS which I have
had to turn down.




TABLE XII

- SUBJECTS THE GRADUATES WOULD LIKE TO HAVE
' TAKEN

; : ~ Number
Subject - _reporting

Shorthand
Bookkeeping
Speech
Advanced mathematics
Commerce
Typing I
Mechanical trades
Typing IT
Agriculture
Foreign language
Chemistry
Drafting
Home nursing
- Bible
Business course -
Music
Economics
Physics
Biology
English comp031tlon
General business
. Guldance
' Journalism’
‘Others*
“_No,reply

9
8
8
8
6
6
6
6
L
L
3
3
3
2
2
2
2
2
2
2 .
19
2L

[

| S*"I\T:Lr:xes‘l:een other subgects were listed by
.- the graduates. . .
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The need for English has already been indicated in

Table X. Here, again the graduates have shown this need in

Table XII. One graduate said:

It has been my observation that at least half of the
college freshmen here have a very inadequate background
in English grammar and composition. As a result of this

- situation, our freshmen English -class is still studying

punctuation, the voice, mood, tense of verbs, reference
and agreement of pronouns, etc.

Reading is something else which has been neglected to
the detriment of most college students!? progress. Per-
haps, the timed reading test or concentrated practice in
grasping the main point of a paragraph could be incor-
perated into the English program with beneficial results.

As a summation, my only suggestion is that you organ-
ize the FEnglish department more efficiently and, if
possible, extend that portion of it which deals with
gspeech.

| Many graduateé indioated this need for speech and dra-

matics by such statements as these:'

I think if the students were to talk in front of a

. group of people it would be of great help later on in-
life.

'I think all schools should offer sSpeech or some SOrt

of dramatics club to present plays and speeches to the

student body. This accustoms pupils to speak to larege

~oogroups as well as-making it easier to mix with people
and express themselves.

Dramatics was beneficial in that it helped. to over-

"oicore crowd shynesg. .

This may show a decided need for a beﬁﬁer‘organized° '

extra—curriculéf activitiesrprogramw . Apparently, in the past,
some activities were offered, bnt*pOSsiblyﬁwere“not fully

utilized by theischool.: © v vo. oo Lano
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‘yond high school as preparation for their'occupations.

ViI. ‘EXTRA—CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Thirty-four extra-curricular aotivitieé were listed
by the graduates which wefé of general benefit. Sports,
chorus, dramatics olub; class plays, and the student council
were listed most fréquently. Thé English type activities |
are also noticeable in this group. They are class plays,
dramatics club, joﬁrhalism, oratorical contegts, and speech
club. These data may be viewed in Table XIII, page 29.

Table XTIV, page 30, shows the extra-curricular activi-
ties the graduates would have chosen if they had been offered
when they were in school. Here, too, the emphasis is on the
English type activities. A dramatics club was indicated
most often as the activity that they would have preferred.}
Football, (shoWing the sports influenee),.speech club, and a
school newspaper followed in‘that brdér. Seventy-four grad-
uates did not answer this question, which may indicate two
things: (1) the graduates do not understand Ehe term extra-
curricular activity, or (2) there were no extra-curricular .

activities available when they were in school.
VIII. PREPARATION FOR OCCUPATIONS

In order to find how well the Montezuma High School
has'met‘the needs of its graduates, the author asked the

-gfaduates to»indicate ﬁhe amount of training necessary be-




TABLE XIIT

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES WHICH WERE
HELPFUL TO THE GRADUATES

: Number
Activity ; reporting .

Sports

Chorus
Dramatics club
Class plays
Student council
Music
Journalism
Office work
Oratorical contests -
Speech club
Dancing club
Others*

No reply

8
8
7
5
p)
I
3
3
3
3

2
>

T *Twenty-three other activities(were
named by the graduates.




TABLE XTIV~

EXTRA-CURRICULAR
ACTIVITIES THE GRADUATES PREFERRED

RN : Number
Activity reporting

Dranmatics club
Football

Speech club

School newspaper
Music club

Dancing club
Debating club
Mechanical club

Hi-Y - '
Girls athletics club
~Chorus

Others*

No reply

~H

FFourteen other activities weTe Listed
by the graduates, :
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The results are shown in Table XV, page 32,

Forty-seven per cent sald no additional training was
necessary beyond high school; 48 pef cent saild some, much,
or all additional training was needed as preparation for
their'oocupation. Five per cent ‘did not report. This could
indicate that approximately one-nalf of the graduates receive.
their occupational training in high school.

The graduates were also asked to indicate if they
contemplated a change in their oc¢cupation. One hundred
Tifteen replied no; twenty-eight said yes; and ten graduates
did not reply. This could indicate a fair degree of occupa—.
tional stability.

Along with contemplated changes in occupation, the
graduates were asked to indicate the field which they intended
to enter. Engineering and seorétarial work were most fre-
quently mentioned. This also may show a need for commerce
and industrial arts. TFourteen fields were mentionedvas those
to which the graduates desired to change. This information

may be seen in Table XVI, page 33. B
XI. GUIDANCE INSTRUCTION ' : N

Guidance criticism was also pointed out in this sur-
vey. One graduate went so far as to outline a course of

study for all those students who planned to enter college.

Another suggested strong counciling and guidance instruction




TABLE XV

ADDITIONAL TRAINING NECESSARY BEYOND
HIGH SCHOOL FOR OCCUPATIONAL PREPARATION

Numbex

Per
cent

Amount reporting

None 72
Some 34
Much 21
All 18
No reply é

L7*
22
1
12
>

Totals 153

100

*Percentages are reported to the near-

est one per cent.




TABLE XVI

OCCUPATIONS TO WHICH
THE GRADUATES WISH TO CHANGE

Number Per

Qccupation _reporting cent
1; | Engineering 5 18%*
Secretarial work 5 18
Mechanical field I 14
Teaching 2 7
Don't know -2 7
; Others** 10 36
3} Totals 28 100

x . T FPercentages are reported to0 Lhe near-
' est one per cent.

**Ten other fields were named by the
graduates.
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- to all students entering high school. Nost graduates were

of the opinion that the schéol should train students for a

definite occupation. They thought the training should be
in mechanical and trade subjects that would be applicable

immediately upon graduation,




CHAPTER IV

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATTONS

‘I. SUMMARY

There were 424 graduates of the Montezuma‘High School
from the year 1930 through 1949; 291 of these were located.
A questionnaire accompanied by a self addressed stamped en-
velope was sent to each of these graduates. Fifty-three
ber ceﬁt of‘the number contacted returned questionnaires.

Several related studies were consulted in order to
heve some basis for comparison. Most studies seemed to in-
dicate that English; mathemetios, and home economics are
the school subjects that are rated as most helpful by the
graduates. ‘ '

| .The ages of the graduates varied from eighteen %o

thlrty elght years. The ‘median age was twenty-seven years

for those graduates returning the questionnaires. SeVenty-
one per oent of the graduates were married. One hundred
.thirty reported that they lived in Indlana and nlnety—two
of these reported Montezuma as thelr present address.

- The occupatlons were cle551f1ed aocording to The

chtlonary of Oecupatlonal Tltles and Codes. Forty occu-

patlons were reported. Tlfty—four graduates reporting were
housew1ves. ThlS was the largest group. The clerical and

sales group, with twenty—two graduates reporting, was next.
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Semi-skilled and skilled occupational groups followed.
Thirty—four or 22 per cent ef the graduates reported one or
more years of oollege training.

Engllsh history, and mathemetlcs were the high school
subgeots named most often as maJors of the graduates. Phys-
iecal education was indicated as the college major for eight
of the graduates.
| - English, commeree, and mathematics were the high sehool
eubjects nemed most often as helnful. Social studies, Latin,
and sclence were the school subjects that were indicated as
least helpfnl. Shorthand, bookkeeping, and speech were
seleoted as the subjects the gfaduates would like to have taken.

Sports, chorus, dramatics club, class plays, and the
student council were listed most often as the extra—curricular
act1v1t1es that were of general benefit to the graduates.

The other act1v1t1es that the graduates Would like to have
had were a dramatics club football a speech club, and a
school newspaper.

Forty seven per cent of the graduates 1ndloeted no
addltional tralnlng was needed beyond high sohool as prepara-
tlon for thelr occupatlons. Only 18 per oent 1nd10ated that

they contemplated a change 1n thelr occupatlon° Englneerlng,

,secretarlal work, and the mechanlcal fleld were the ocoupa-

tlons to whlch the graduates w1shed to change.k
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II. CONCLUSIONS

Since the purpose of thls study is to determine how
well the Montezuma High‘Sehool has met the needs of its

graduates, the author will attempt to answer the questions

get up at the beginning of this study. They are: (1) What

are the occupations and present iooations of the graduates?
(2) What formal‘trainingband experiences feeeived in school
have been helpful in the post-school life of the graduates®?
(3) What other formal training a@nd experiences should be
offered in the school program which were not available
to‘these graduates?

1l. Forty oecupations were listed by the graduates.
The majority were classified as housewives or in the clerical
and sales group. The semi-skilled and skilled groups were
also well repregsented. This may show a need for home econ-
omics, commerce, end industrial arts instruction in the
seﬁeol. ?k | | |
- Elghty~f1ve per oent of the graduates remained in -
Indiana, 71 per cent remained in their home town of Montezuma.,

2. English cemmerce, mathematics, and home economics‘

,seemed to be the most helpful sehool subJects. Social stu-

Y

dles and Latin were the subgects mentloned most often as

least helpful. Sports, chorus, dramatics c¢lub, class plays,

£

and the student coun01l were llsted as the extra ourrlculer

-\e




~ established by the fact that forty-two subjects that would
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activities of greatest benefit to the graduates.

3, Other formal training and experiences listed by
the graduates that should*be offered by the school are short-
hand, bookkeeplng, speech, and advanced mathematics; Drama-
tics club, speech club, and football were the activities the
graduates would like to have had.

Several other oohclusions may be drawn from this
study. They are as follows:

1l. The majority of graduétes remain in thé community.

2. The findings of this study relative to helpfulness
of the high school subjects were consistent with those of |
other studies in that English Was considered by the graduates
to be of most benefit to them. Also, the extra-curricular
activities listed in this study were the same as those
listed in other studies. | |

| 3+ Taken as a whole, the training received at the
Montezuma High School was considered adequate in terms of
oCcupations of the graduates (see Table XV).
L.  Probably, one of the most-significant.facts,estag;

lished by this study was the wide range of interests and ngedg

kof,thekgréduates~such ag-adequate vooational training and gui-

dance which are notfat_present,entirely=met,by the program of

' the Montézuma Schooli o

- 54" The need: for better occupational training was




' by‘the‘schqolg It is recommended that a fourth year of Eng-
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have helped them were not availlable at the time the graduates

were in school (see Table XiI).
TITI. RECOMMENDATTIONS

On the basis of this study, the author would like %o
make . several suggested curriculum changes and recommendations.,

1. Training should meet the needs of the community
as well as other areasi

2. Training should be mofe practical.

3. Better educational and vocational guidance should
be offered so that the students' needs and general interests
can be met more satisfactorilj.

Four basic curricula are pointed out by the occupa-
tions of the graduates. These are: (1) a college prepar-

atory curriculum; (2) a commerce curriculum; (3) an indus-

trial arts curriculum; and (4) a home economics curriculum,

- The survey has shown that the graduates represent thesé three

groups: Housewives, clerical and sales, and skilled and semi-

éﬁilled. Also, 22 per cent of the graduates reported attend-
ing college. .

Several school subjects should be added to the present
currioﬁlum, Shérthand,4speech, and advanced mathematics have

been indicated by the graduates as those subjects that are

needed. At the present, three years of English are offered
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lish be offered, consisting of speech, journalism, and, 1if
possible, more composition;

A more complete industrial arts curriculum is recom-
mended to consist of mechanical drawing, machine shop,
mechanics, woodwork, metalwork, anq the various related
school subjects.

Shorthand should be added to the present commerce

curriculum. Music should be encouraged as a definite school

subject in the form of chorus, band, and orchestra.

Finally, an extra-curricular activities program is
also recommended to include the various clubs and, possibly,

a school newspaper.
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‘had been offered?
How much additional training was neéeSsary beyond high school

~as preparation for your cccupation? (encircle one)

QUESTIONNAIRE

Please answer the following questions ang return as
soon as possible,

Name Age

Year of graduvuation Single Married

Encircle last year completed H.S. 1 2 3 4 College 1 2 3 L 56 7
High School Majors - College Majors

What high school subjects helped you the most?

What high school subjects helped you the least?

What subjects do you think you should have taken that were

not offereds

What extra-curricular activities in school were of general

benefit to you?

What experiences of this type would you have liked if they =

None ; Some - Much All
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Do you contemplate a change from your present occupation?

If so, into what field<?

Please make any additional comments or suggestions on the

other side of this form.




Montezuma High School
March 1, 1950

Dear Alumnus:

As a graduate of the Montezuma High School, you will

be interested in what-we are doing. The high school admin-
istration is planning to revise the present school curric-
ulum. We need your help!

A survey of the graduates is being made in order to
find the needs of the students as far as the grads are con-
cerned. You may help by completing the enclosed formn.

Please do this as soon as possible.

- Your cooperation will be gratefully appreciated.

Very truly yours,

John C. Hill

Assistant Principal.
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